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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: RESSEGUIE, Robert  W. 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 20 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: C i v i l i a n  ~ i s t r i c t  Re-
p r e s e n t a t i v e  f o r  Quang Ngai Province ,  D i s t r i c t  of  Binh Son. 

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE MY LA1 OPERATION. 

M r .  RESSEGUIE w a s  unaware o f  a r e p o r t  from a v i l l a g e  
c h i e f  t o  t h e  S n n  Tinh D i s t r i c t  Chief t h a t  something unusual  
had taken  p l a c e  i n  My L a i  i n  t h e  t i m e  p e r i o d  15-16 March 
1968 (pg. 8 )  . H e  d i d  n o t  know about  a memo t o  t h e  prov ince  
c h i e f  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  on t h i s  m a t t e r  (pg. 8) . He 
never  s a w  o r  hea rd  any VC propaganda concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  
and w a s  n o t  p r i v y  t o  an ARVN o r  GVN i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on t h e  
s u b j e c t  (pgs .  8,  9 )  . ~ e s p i t eh i s  c l o s e  working r e l a t i o n s h i p  
w i t h  the Vietnamese and t w o  Vietnamese employees whose job 
it was t o  uncover i n fo rma t ion  f o r  him, he  hea rd  no th ing  
concern ing  My Lai  o r  Co Lay (pgs .  9 ,  1 0 ,  1 4 )  . The c l o s e s t  
he  e v e r  p e r s o n a l l y  g o t  t o  t h e  a r e a  was t h e  hamlet  of  An Loc 
(pg. 1 0 ) .  I t  was h i s  op in ion  t h a t  he  would have hea rd  of  
something on t h e  s c a l e  o f  My Lai  because o f  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
w i t h  t h e  Vietnamese and because he w a s  i n  charge of  s o l a t i u m  
payments (pgs .  11, 12) . H e  thought  i t  would have been 
imposs ib l e  t o  concea l  something o f  t h i s  magnitude from t h e  
d i s t r i c t  c h i e f s  (pgs .  1 2 ,  13) . 
2. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. R e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  U.S . m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s .  

RESSEGUIE had been t o  LZ D o t t i e  on ly  tw ice  and knew 
L ieu tenan t  Colonel  BARKER very  s l i g h t l y  (pg.  7) . He was n o t  
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  Captain  RODRIGUEZ'S  job (pg.  1 7 ) .  H e  cou ld  no t  
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p inpo in t  t h e  d a t e s  dur ing  which Major GAVIN was on leave  
(pg* 17) 

b. Rela t ionship  between m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n s .  

There w a s  a wide gap between t h e  American m i l i t a r y  
and t h e  people (pg. 11). The r i c e  h a r v e s t  ope ra t ion  f o r  
1968 was n o t  as s u c c e s s f u l  a s  it had been t h e  preceding 
year  because t h e  p repara t ions  made by t h e  America1 Divis ion 
were n o t  s u b s t a n t i a l  enough (pg. 1 9 ) .  No p lans  were made t o  
g e t  a l l  t h e  r i c e ,  s t o r e  it, o r  d i s t r i b u t e  it (pg. 1 9 )  . The 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  D i s t r i c t  Senior  Advisor, Major GAVIN, 
and t h e  D i s t r i c e  Chief ,  Captain YHA, was n o t  c l o s e  (pg. 20) .  
RESSEGUIE d i d  n o t  know whose f a u l t  t h i s  was, o r  whether this 
gap i n  r e l a t i o n s  continued a f t e r  Lieutenant  TAN became t h e  
d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  (pg. 2 2 )  . 

c .  M i l i t a r y  s i t u a t i o n .  

One could d i v i d e  t h e  VC c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a  from t h e  
ARVN c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a  by drawing a diagonal l i n e  west from Cz7 
H i l l  85 down t o  t h e  Song Tra Khuc River and somewhat e a s t ,  
and then t o  t h e  northwest (pgs. 15 ,  1 6 ) .  Everything t o  t h e  
e a s t  was VC dominated (pgs.  15,  1 6 ) .  0 

rn 
d. RESSEGUIE ' s leave.-

RESSEGUIE was o u t  of t h e  country from 2-19 March 
bei.ng married (pg. 6) . 
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E X H I B I T S  

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  N O T E S  P A G E S  

HENDERSON 's Report W i t  had never seen 
R-1 ( t r u e  copy 0.f R-5) a t t ached  VC propa-

ganda before .  
8 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1602 hours ,  20 January 
1970.) 


I0: The hear ing  ,q i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons are p resen t :  .LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and M A J  LYNN. 

The n e x t  wi tness  is  M r .  Robert W.  RESSEGUIE. 

(MR RESSEGUIE was c a l l e d  as a wi tness ,  w a s  sworn 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fol lows:)  

M r .  RESSEGUIE, f o r  t h e  r ecord ,  w i l l  you p lease  
s ta te  your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and res idence?  

A. Robert William RESSEGUIE, I ' m  a s t u d e n t  a t  Cornel l  
Un ive r s i ty ,  I t h a c a ,  New York, and my address  t h e r e  i s  4-C 
P leasant  Grove Apartments, I t h a c a ,  New York. 

RCDR: Thank you. 

10: M r .  RESSEGUIE, i s  t h a t  t h e  c o r r e c t  pronuncia t ion  
of your name? 

A .  N o ,  sir,  RESSEGUIE. 

Q. RESSEGUIE. Have you had an oppor tuni ty  t o  read  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  (Exhibi t  M-57)?. 

A .  Y e s ,  I have, s ir .  

Q. D o  you understand them o r  have any ques t ions  on 
them? 

A .  I understand them and I have no ques t ions .  

Q - Fine.  On my l e f t ,  M r .  RESSEGUIE, i s  Mr, Robert 
MACCRATE who i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y .  H e  has  volunteered h i s .  
services t o  t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  m e  i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t o  also provide l e g a l  counsel  t o  m e  and t h e  
o t h e r  members of t h i s  inqu i ry  team. On my r i g h t  is  Colonel 
ARMSTRONG who has  been des ignated  by t h e  Of f i ce  of t h e  Chief 
of S t a f f  t o  assist i n  t h i s  inqu i ry .  Each of t h e s e  gentlemen 
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may address  ques t ions  t o  you t h i s  af ternoon.  We a l s o  have 
o t h e r  teams t h a t  a r e  t ak ing  testimony from a d d i t i o n a l  w i t -
nesses .  

Of course ,  I w i l l  have t h e  f i n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  prepar ing  t h e  r e p o r t ,  weighing t h e  evidence, determining 
t h e  f a c t s ,  and making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. 

We a r e  d i r e c t i n g  t h a t  a l l  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  person-
n e l  who appear before  t h i s  inqu i ry  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  t e s t i -
mony w i t h  o t h e r s .  I n  your ins t ance ,  a s  a c i v i l i a n ,  w e  cannot 
so d i r e c t .  But we would r e q u e s t  t h a t  you not  d i s c u s s  your 
testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with o t h e r s  inc luding  o t h e r  
wi tnesses  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  except a s  you may be requ i red  
t o  do so  before  a  competent a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  
l e g i s l a t i v e  body. I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  you may be reques ted  
o r  d i r e c t e d  t o  appear before  one of t h e s e  committees of Con-
gress .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you may be 
so requested o r  d i r e c t e d  t o  appear before  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  
subcommittee of t h e  House Armed Services  Committee. I n  t h a t  
event ,  anything t h a t  you say here  would i n  no way prevent  you 
from t e s t i f y i n g  before  t h a t  body. 

I understand you have no t  been c i t e d  by t h e  
m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  genera l  cour t -mar t ia l  case of t h e  United 
S t a t e s  v. Cal ley ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  I 

I 

A .  I have n o t  been so c i t e d .  

Q Well, I b r i n g  t h i s  up only a s  a remote p o s s i b i l i t y .
But i f  a t  any t ime you a r e  so  c i t e d ,  your testimony here  would 
i n  no way change e i t h e r  t h e  e f f e c t  o r  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of 
such an order  i n  e i t h e r  t h a t  case o r  any of the o t h e r  cour t -
m a r t i a l  cases  which r e l a t e  t o  what we now r e f e r  t o  a s  t h e  
My Lai  inc iden t .  Do you have any ques t ions  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. No, sir ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q. M r .  RESSEGUIE, w i l l  you i n d i c a t e  what your employ-
ment o r  duty assignment was i n  t h e  month o r  March i9681 

A. Yes, I was an employee of t h e  S t a t e  ' ~ e p a r t m e n t  
Agency f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Developement and a t  t h a t  t i m e  I was 
t h e  c i v i l i a n  d i s t r i c t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f o r  USAID, a t  t h a t  time 
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c a l l e d  CORDS, f o r  Quang Ngai Province ,  D i s t r i c t  of  Binh Son. 
I w a s  i n  charge  o f  a d v i s i n g  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  o f  t h a t  d i s -  
t r i c t  on a l l  c i v i l i a n  m a t t e r s .  

How long  had. you been i n  that capaci ty? 

A. I had been a d i s t r i c t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f o r ,  a t  t h a t  
t ime ,  1 y e a r  and 2  months, w i th  a 3 month i n t e r v a l  
from September t o  December of  1967 when I w a s  n o t  p r e s e n t  a t  
t h a t  d i s t r i c t .  

Q o  Y e s .  You were p r e s e n t  t h e r e  d u r i n g  T e t  and on up
i n t o  1968, t hen?  

A. Y e s ,  I was p r e s e n t  t h e r e  from t h e  28th  o f  December 
through t h e  end o f  June--28th of  December 1967 through t h e  end 
of  June 1968. 

Q. Y e s ,  which covers  t h a t  p e r i o d  o f  March 1968 a l s o .  
I n  June 1968, d i d  you r e t u r n  t o  t h e  S t a t e s  o r  d i d  you have a 
change o f  assignment? 

A. No, I r e s i g n e d  from U S A I D  a t  t h a t  t i m e ;  proceeded 
t o  Bangkok, Tha i land ,  where my wi fe  w a s  l i v i n g .  On August 
1st o f  t h a t  y e a r ,  t h e  same y e a r ,  w e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  United 
S t a t e s .  I w a s  n o t  an employee of  t h e  Government. Ac tua l ly  I 
w a s  on l e a v e  wi thou t  absence a t  t h a t  t i m e  u n t i l  I r e t u r n e d  t o  
Washington i n  l a t e  August o f  t h a t  y e a r .  

Q e  Do you speak Vietnamese? 
. . 

A. Y e s ,  I do. 

Q a  
 F l u e n t l y ?  

A. I g o t  by 3 y e a r s  w i thou t  an i n t e r p r e t e r .  I 
. wouldn ' t  s a y  I w a s  f l u e n t  b u t  I was a b l e  t o  g e t  by on my own. 

Q- Y e s ,  and do you read  i t  and w r i t e  it? 

A. . Not v e r y  much. I can r ead  s i g n s  and some t h i n g s ,  . 
b u t  I c a n ' t  s i t  down and r ead  a newspaper, f o r  example. 

Can o r  c a n ' t ?  
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A. I cannot ,  wi thout  some d i f f i c u l t y .  

Q How about an ord inary  l e t t e r ,  f o r  example? Cpuld 
you read--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Scme documents t h a t  come by, I 
could read.  But i f  they were of any length  and i n  d e t a i l  
I would have problems. 

Q Since t h i s  mat ter  t h a t  we now know as t h e  My Lai  
i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, has  come t o  publ ic  a t t e n t i o n  which 
took p lace  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of September o r  e a r l y  October 
1969, have you t a lked  t o  anybody from province,  from any of 
t h e  advisory teams, o r  from t h e  America1 Divis ion  concerning 
what may have t r a n s p i r e d  t h e r e , a t  t h a t  time? 

A. The only person t h a t  I ' v e  t a lked  t o  who was t h e r e  
a t  t h a t  t ime was a M r .  Ken SWAINBERG. He was a t  t h a t  t ime i n  
t h e  Army assigned t o  t h e  Revolutionary Development Program 
i n  Quang Ngai. He was assigned t o  Quang Ngai C i ty  i t s e l f .  

Q. Yes. 

A. And h e ' s  t h e  only person t h a t  I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o  t h a t  
I knew i n  Vietnam. Except on t h e  phone I t a lked  b r i e f l y  wi th  
M r .  J i m  MAY who was t h e  province s e n i o r  advisor  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
And t h a t ' s  a l l .  -3-

74 

Q. What was t h e  name of t h e  f i r s t  gentleman you c i t e d ?  
A ma joz? 3 

c q  

A. He was a--I d o n ' t  know h i s  rank,  he was--his name 
w a s  Kenneth SWAINBERG. 

Q. SWAINBERG? 

A. He's a t  Cornel l .  

Q - Would you s p e l l  t h a t  f o r  me p lease?  

Q A l l  r i g h t . .  And h e ' s  a t  Cornel l  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
time? 

A .  ' Y e s .  
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had much c o n t a c t  wi th  were t h e  one o r  two American Red Cross 
people who worked t h e  refugee camps i n  t h a t  a r e a  around t h e  
d i s t r i c t ,  and occas iona l ly  t h e r e  would be a Vietnam C h r i s t i a n  
Service  o r  a Quaker who might come through and be doing some-
t h i n g  i n  t h a t  a rea .  But they were t h e  only c i v i l i a n s  
t h a t  I - -other  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ions  t h a t  I worked wi th .  

Q- How many of those  people remained around a f t e r  Tet? 

A. Most o f  them. The Quakers s t ayed  t h e r e  a s  f a r  a s  
I can remember and t h e  Vietnam C h r i s t i a n  Service  s t ayed  t h e r e .  
The only ones t h a t  I t h i n k  t h a t  l e f t - - t h e r e  was a Canadian 
Team t h e r e  a l s o ,  I knew them s o c i a l l y  but  I d i d n ' t  know them 
very w e l l ,  I worked wi th  them. The I V F  vo lun tee r ,  he  remained 
I be l i eve  o f f  and on. He worked a t  t h e  province l e v e l  mainly. 
The American Red Cross team, they s t ayed  t h e r e  a s  f a r  a s  I can 
remember, a l s o .  One t h a t  worked up a t  d i s t r i c t  was t h e r e  I 
know. 

. 

Q- Okay. During t h e  per iod  from t h e  middle o f  March 
onward you remained p r e t t y  we l l  a t  Binh Son then  with t h e  ex- 
c e p t i o n ' o f  t h e  p e r i o d i c  t r i p  t h a t  you'd make t o  Quang Ngai? 

A. With t h e  except ion from t h e  2nd of March u n t i l  t h e  
16th ,  l I  be l i eve  t h a t  was a Saturday o r  Sunday; t h a t  weekend 
anyway, I was g e t t i n g  married.  I was i n  Bangkok, Thailand 
f o r  a 2-week pe r iod  and I re tu rned  I be l i eve  Sunday o r  Mon- 
day of t h a t  week. 

2: 
rl 

The 1 5 t h  was a Saturday. 

A .  Well, I b e l i e v e  I a r r i v e d  i n  country,  which would 
be Saigon, on Sunday t h e  17th  and re turned  t o  province probably 
on Tuesday cons ider ing  t r a v e l  t ime. 

\ 

Q - That would have made it about t h e  19th  then  roughly? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- And I would assume being a b l e  t o  speak Vietnamese, 
you had q u i t e  a few Vietnamese acquaintances,  con tac t s?  

A. Yes, I d id .  

Q-
base  i n  LZ 

Were you acquainted with Task Force Barker with i t s  
Dot t i e ,  l o c a t e d  i n  Binh Son D i s t r i c t ?  
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A .  Yes. 

Q. Did you ever  v i s i t  t h e  f i r e  base? 

A. I b e l i e v e  I ' v e  v i s i t e d  LZ D o t t i e  on t w o  occasions 
while Task Force Barker was t h e r e  and t h i s  was wi th  regard t o  
t h e i r  c i v i c  a c t i o n  team: what they  had i n  mind; what = h e i r  
c i v i c  a c t i o n  teams had t o  o f f e r ;  what our  programs con-
s i s t e d  o f ;  and what we thought t h e i r  teams could do. Most of 
my contac t  with t h e i r  people took p lace  a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  head- 
q u a r t e r s  when they  would come up. I a c t u a l l y  was only a t  LZ 
D o t t i e  on two occasions.  

Q e  
 Yes. Who would come up t o  d i s t r i c t ?  

A. Well, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e i r  names bu t  it would be 
a l i e u t e n a n t  and/or a capta in  and/or an NCO t h a t  w a s  working 
on t h e  c i v i c  a c t i o n s  team. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e i r  names. 

Q. The commander t h e r e  was Colonel BARKER. Had you 
met him? 

A. Only b r i e f l y  on one o r  two occasions a t  b r i e f i n g s  
i n  Quang Ngai Ci ty .  Now, I used t o  go down t o  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  
which were he ld  a s  much a s  I could.  I b e l i e v e  they  were on 
Friday o r  Thursday. I c a n ' t  remember t h e  day, b u t  they would 
have weekly b r i e f i n g s  and occas ional ly  someone from t h e  Ameri- 
c a l  o r  from one of t he  uniLs i n  t h e  province ~;culZ--the com-
manding o f f i c e r  o r  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  would come down and I ' v e  only 
met him b r i e f l y .  

Q. How about t h e  o t h e r  members of h i s  s t a f f  such a s  
Major CALHOUN, who was h i s  execut ive  o f f i c e r  and a l s o  t h e  S3? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  name. 

Q. Yes. The S 2 ,  a Captain KOTOUC? 

A. No. . 

Q. During t h i s  t ime you were ou t  t h e r e  a t  Binh Son o r  
Quang Ngai, e i t h e r  through o f f i c i a l  channels o r  through your 
Vietnamese o r  American f r i e n d s  channels ,  d i d  you ever  hear  of 
a r e p o r t  from a v i l l a g e  chief  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  of Son 
Tinh po in t ing  o u t  t h a t  something unusual happened i n  My Lai  
or  Tu Cung on o r  about t h e  15th  o r  16 th  of March 1968? 
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No, I never heard anything. 

Q .  Were you ever  aware t h a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  had 
d i r e c t e d  a memo t o  t h e  province ch ie f  on t h i s  same s u b j e c t ?  

A .  D i s t r i c t  ch ie f  of Binh Son? 

Q. No, of  Son Tinh? 

A.  I was n o t  aware of it. 

Q. Did you ever  s e e  any VC propaganda which may have 
indica ted  something unusual took p lace  o u t  i n  P i n k v i l l e  o r  
o u t  i n  t h e  Batangan Peninsula  which involved t h e  k i l l i n g  of 
more than  a few women and ch i ld ren?  

A. No, I never saw any propaganda t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  

Q I have here  a document which has been en te red  i n t o  
t h e  record a s  Exhib i t  R-1.  I w i l l  show you one of t h e  inc lo-
su res  and ask i f  you have ever seen t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  document. 
Have you ever  heard such broadcas ts ,  o r  heard anything about  
such a s ta tement?  

(Witness examines t h e  document. ) 

A. You want m e  t o  read t h e  whole t h i n g ,  I ' v e  never 
seen it. 

Q You can go over  it very  quickly ,  t h e  f i r s t  page 
is--I wouldn't  say i t ' s  innocuous bu t  i t ' s  a r a t h e r  normal VC 
t i r a d e .  A t  t h e  top  of t h e  second page and s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  t h e  
second paragraph is  some information which normally is n o t  pu t  
o u t  i n  Vie t  Cong propaganda i n  such a s p e c i f i c  sense.  

A.  No, I ' v e  never seen t h i s  before.  

Q. Have you ever  heard of anything s u c h ' a s  t h i s ?  

A. No. 

Q Have you ever  heard of any broadcas ts  o r  of any 
s logans,  any s i g n s ,  arm bands, any o t h e r  form of propaganda 
which would i n d i c a t e  revenge f o r  something which may have 
taken p lace  in  t h i s  a rea?  
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A .  I never heard of any i n c i d e n t  of t h i s  s o r t  r e l a t e d  
t o  t h i s  a rea  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  

Q 0 
Were you ever  aware t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was under 

way wi th in  t h e  GVN o r  ARVN channels? 

A .  No, I wasn ' t .  

Q How about t h e  U .  S. s i d e ?  

A .  No. 

Q - Through rumors o r  casua l  remarks o r  anything of 
t h i s  na tu re  d i d  you ever  have cause t o  suspect  t h a t  something 
unusual might have taken p lace?  

A. I might e l a b o r a t e  on my p o s i t i o n  a t  t h i s  time. I n  
t h e ,  I b e l i e v e  it was t h e  second week of January t h a t  y e a r ,  
when t h e  Korean Marines and t h e  U . S .  Army were exchanging i n  
t h i s  a r e a ,  I w a s  loca ted  a t  approximately t h i s  p o i n t  r i g h t  
he re  (po in t ing  t o  Exhib i t  MAP-1) . And t h e r e  was probably 1,200 
refu-gees from t h i s  a rea  and t h i s  a r e a  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  They were 
t o  be loca ted  he re  temporari ly  and f o r  4 days of t h a t  week 
we were moving i n t o  Bo'Tinh. Subsequent t o  t h a t ,  I spen t  con-
s i d e r a b l e  t ime i n  Bo Tinh wi th  t h e s e  people and dur ing  a l l  
t h a t  t ime I never heard of anything t h a t  would, you know, a l -
lude t o  anything t h a t ' s  mentioned i n  he re  o r  i4y Lai .  

Q Now you a r e  t a l k i n g  about January though, r i g h t ?  

A .  That was January when we moved up i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Q . Yes. 

A. For t h e  next  6 months, through June of t h a t  
year ,  I worked r a t h e r  c l o s e l y  with t h e  people who had come 
from h e r e  a t  t h a t  time and o t h e r s  who came up from t h i s  a r e a .  
I suppose they  were mainly from t h e  nor thern  s i d e  of t h i s  in-
l e t  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  t h a t  had gone up t o  B o  Tinh. Working 
wi th  those  people and t h e  Vietnamese o f f i c i a l s  involved wi th  
us ,  never d i d  it come t o  my a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  had been any 
type  of advertence i n  t h i s  a rea .  

Q Another name t h a t  we have heard q u i t e  o f t e n  i n  VC 
propaganda and r e p o r t s  i s  Co Luy, C-0 L-U-Y, which we've 
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def ined  a s  t h e  c o a s t a l  s t r i p  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e r e  a s  Co Lay ( I ) ,  
( 2 )  1 and ( 3 )  

A .  
q u i t e  
1966. 

Q*-
south  

Y e s .  

Did you ever  hear  of anything t ak ing  p l a c e  t h e r e ?  

No, I haven ' t .  I worked i n  t h a t  a rea  b u t  t h a t  w a s  
a b i t  before  t h a t .  That was i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1965 through 
I worked ra ther - -

( In te rpos ing)  Yes. Are you po in t ing  t o  t h e  Co Luy 
of t h e  r i v e r  or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, I ' m  po in t ing  t o  an a r e a  south 
of t h e  r i v e r ,  t h a t  a rea .  You mean nor th  o r  south  of t h e  r i v e r ?  

Q . W e l l ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  nor th  of 
t h e  Song Tra Khuc i n  t h e  a r e a  we now see r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  Co Lay 
( I ) ,  ( 2 ) ,  and ( 3 )  r i g h t  on t h e  coas t .  

A. I see. 3 
f.V 

Q. The ( 3 )  t h e r e ,  yes .  

A. No, t h e  c l o s e s t  I ever  worked t o  those  a r e a s  was 0 

between t h e  a r e a ,  we l l  An Loc. ('2 

Q An Loc, yes? 

A.  That hamlet t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  I ' v e  been o u t  be-
yond t h e r e  b u t  t h a t  is as f a r  a s  I ' v e  worked i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Q But you heard nothing concerning anything t r ans -
p i r i n g  i n  Co Luy o r  Co Lay? 

A. No, I heard nothing. 

Q. Y e s .  

A. The c l o s e s t  I ' v e  go t t en  t o  t h i s  a rea  i s  t h i s  ham-
l e t  of An Loc beyond t h i s  br idge .  

Q. Y e s .  
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A. No, I ' v e  heard of no i n c i d e n t  i n  t h a t  a rea  of any 
s o r t .  

Q 0 
I guess you were working f a i r l y  c l o s e l y  with peo-

p l e  that had come not  from t h a t  immediate a r e a ,  b u t  from t h e  
immediate a rea  t h e r e ,  t h e  ad jacen t  v i l l a g e s  and hamlets.  A l -
though they were moved t o  t h e  nor th  s e v e r a l  mi les  t h e r e  were 
s t i l l  grapevines and so f o r t h  which could 've  brought t h e  in-
formation t o  you? 

A. I would say t h a t  i f  anything had happened here  i n  
t h i s  a r e a ,  t h e  people who had moved t o  t h i s  a rea  and subse-
quent ly  t o  Bo Tinh, i n  my opinion they would have known about 
it. And t o  my knowledge nothing was ever  s a i d  t h a t  would a l -
lude t o  an i n c i d e n t  of t h i s  na tu re .  

Q You t h i n k  your personal  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  those  
people up a t  Bo Tinh were such t h a t  i f  they d i d  have some in-
formation, they 'd  have brought it t o  you? 

A. Well I would t h i n k ,  from two a s p e c t s ,  one t o  make 
myself f e e l  good, t h a t  my r e a l t i o n s h i p  wi th  t h e  people was 
such t h a t  they  would've s a i d  something. Secondly, because of 
my p o s i t i o n  which was having access  t o  r e sources ,  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  i f  anything of t h i s  n a t u r e  would have happened, I t h i n k  
t h a t  I would have been one of t h e  f i r s t  t o  know about it so  
t h a t  they  could g e t  r e s t i t u t i o n  f o r  what had happened. NOW, 
o t h e r  t imes when a b u f f a l o  has  go t t en  k i l l e d  o r  a v i l l a g e  has 
been f i r e d  upon by a h e l i c o p t e r  o r  a i r c r a f t  or  something of 
t h i s  na tu re  it d o e s n ' t  t ake  very long f o r  t h e  news t o  come o u t  
one way o r  another ,  and i n v a r i a b l y  we f ind  o u t  about.  I d o n ' t  
f e e l  myself t h a t  very much went by, of t h i s  type  of a c t i v i t y  
t h a t  was heard about through, a s  you say ,  t h e  grapevine.  And 
I f i n d  it very  d i f f i c u l t  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  anything of t h i s  mag-
n i tude  could 've  taken p lace  without  some leakage somewhere. 

Q. Leakage i n t o  U.S. channels? 

A. Leakage i n t o  Vietnamese channels.  I can see  why 
it might not  g e t  t o  American channels simply because of t h e  
communication gap between t h e  American m i l i t a r y ,  n o t  t h e  MACV 
advisory u n i t s ,  b u t  t h e  American m i l i t a r y  and t h e  people,  pea-
s a n t s .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a very wide gap t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  
th ink  t h e r e  was t h a t  type of a gap between myself and t h e  peo-
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p l e  I worked w i t h ,  t h e  GVN O f f i c i a l s ,  between them and t h e  
people ,  t h e  p e a s a n t s  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  So my f e e l i n g  i s  t h a t  i f  
something o f  t h a t  n a t u r e  d i d  t a k e  p l a c e ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  i n ' t h a t  
magnitude, t h a t  t h e  people  t h a t  I worked wi th  would've heard  
about  it through e i t h e r  t h e  grapevine  o r  somebody l o o k i n g  f o r  
r e s t i t u t i o n  o r  l ook ing  f o r ,  I c a n ' t  remember t h e  name o f  it, 
b u t  money f o r  b u r i a l  purposes  and t h i n g s  o f  t h a t  n a t u r e .  

Q They a r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  s o l a t i u m  payments. 

A .  Sola t ium payments, r i g h t ,  s ir .  

Q. T h a t ' s  t h e  reason  w e  ' ve  been a d d r e s s i n g  q u e s t i o n s  
t o  you concerning p o s s i b l e  i n fo rma t ion  from your  f r i e n d s  i n  
t h e  h o s p i t a l s ,  f o r  example. People  who may have been wounded 
may have r e p o r t e d .  From your  work i n  t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  have 
you had any c o n t r a c t  w i t h  t h e  Vietnamese i n  Quang Ngai a t  Son 
Tinh and Son My V i l l a g e  which could have p o s s i b l y  prov ided  you 
even a s h r e d  of  i n fo rma t ion?  

A .  W e l l  one o f  my f r i e n d s ,  an ~ m e r i c a n ,h e  was a m a l e  
nu r se  i n  Quang Ngai and i f  I remember c o r r e c t l y  he  was, I ' m  
n o t  s u r e  i f  h e  w a s  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  I c a n ' t  s a y .  H i s  name c\ 

3 
w a s  J ack  THIEL. 

Q STEEL? I 

A .  THIEL, T-H-I-E-L. 

Q - Y e s .  I b e l i e v e  h e  l i v e d  w i t h  M r .  MAY, d i d n ' t  he ,  
i n  t h a t  house f o r  a t ime? 

A. Y e s .  And I c a n ' t  remember i f  h e  w a s  t h e r e ,  b u t  i f  
h e  was he  would've hea rd  something I t h i n k ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  he w a s  
i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o ,  working i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

Q Y e s .  

A .  And I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him e v e r  s ay ing  any th ing  t o  
t h a t  e f f e c t  because,  a s  I say ,  I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember i f  he  w a s  
t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime.  Of c o u r s e ,  w i thou t  r e p e a t i n g  myself  t o o  
much I have f e l t  s i n c e  I f i r s t  heard  o f  t h i s  My La i  i n c i d e n t  
t h a t  something o f  t h e  magnitude t h a t  i s  spoken o f  i n  t h e  pape r s  
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would have been impossible t o  conceal from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f s  
o r  from t h e  l o c a l  r e fugees ,  s o c i a l  we l fa re  and RD o f f i c i a l s .  

Q - Now t h a t  you've brought t h a t  o u t ,  I would r e s p e c t  
t h a t  a s  q u i t e  a normai s i t u a t i o n  and a normai r e a c t i o n .  Now 
th ink  back a l i t t l e  b i t  and t h i n k  what t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was i n  
t h i s  immediate post-Tet per iod? 

A. Yes. 

Q. We're t a l k i n g  about roughly 4 5  days a f t e r  Tet .  

A.  I see .  

&. But t h a t  d i d n ' t  mean t h a t  t h e  Tet Offensive was 
completed. I would imagine i n  Quang Ngai, a s  o t h e r  a r e a s ,  i n  
some a r e a s  it went on f o r  a s  long a s  38 days.  So would t h i s  
have changed t h e  complexion of t h e  p i c t u r e ?  

A. Well, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o  because of t h e  a r e a s  we ' re  
t a l k i n g  about ,  t h e  a rea  of Bo Tinh and t h a t ,  where t h e s e  peo- 
p l e  would have gone t o  t h a t  I had c o n t a c t  with a t  t h a t  a rea .  
Now our  e f f o r t s  ou t  t h e r e  were g r e a t e r  a t  t h i s  t ime than they 
had been p r i o r  t o  t h e  f i r s t  of t h e  yea r ,  because of t h e  type 
of programs t h a t  we were working on ou t  t h e r e ,  t h e  s a f e  hamlet 
type  of programs. And I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o u t  t h e r e  
was any d i f f e r e n t  because of Tet .  Tet d i d n ' t  e f f e c t  Bo Tinh 
very much. The s i t u a t i o n  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  was t h a t  much changed 
because of T e t ,  a s  f a r  a s  o f f i c i a l  re fugee ,  s o c i a l  wel fare ,  o r  
RVN o f f i c i a l s  a t  t h e  province l e v e l .  Now t h e i r  t i m e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
t h e  RD o f f i c i a l s ,  was more occupied wi th  a r e a s  immediately 
around t h e  d i s t r i c t  headquarters  a r e a ,  g e t t i n g  t h e  RD teams 
back i n t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s  and hamlets.  The refugee  and s o c i a l  
wel fare  people had a b i t  more, though I wouldn't  say an 
excessive amount o f ;  I would say an awful l o t  more work t o  do 
because of Tet  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  Binh Son, So t h a t  t h e s e  people,  
t h e  refugee and s o c i a l  wel fare  people,  d id  spend time ou t  i n  
Bo Tinh with t h e s e  people who came from t h i s  a r e a .  I would 
say some of them came from My Lai  a r e a  bu t  probably t h e  bulk 
of them came from t h e  a rea  j u s t  ad jacen t  t o  t h e  nor th .  But 
they d id  spend cons iderable  t ime o u t  t h e r e .  I f  those  people 
were going t o  say anything o r  knew of anything,  t h e r e  wouldn ' t  
have been any l e s s  an oppor tuni ty  f o r  them t o  say it a f t e r  Tet .  
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Q - Yes. But l e t ' s  assume now t h a t  even i n  Binh Son, 
which d e f i n i t e l y  wasn ' t  a s  hard p u t ,  i n  t h e  same sense  a s  Son 
Tinh and Quang Ngai, t hose  immediate environs,  b u t  l e t ' s  say 
he d id  pick up a p iece  of information,  because of h i s  l o c a l  
s i t u a t i o n ,  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  RF companies back out  of t h e  c i t y  and 
back o u t  on t h e  ou tpos t  where they  belong and t a k i n g  back over  
t h e  countryside where t h i s  huge vacuum had been c r e a t e d ,  could-
n ' t  they  have been so  busy and so  involved i n  t h a t  even though 
they  had any o t h e r  information they  would shuck it o f f  a s  being 
r e l a t i v e l y  unimportant.  

A. I t  is q u i t e  poss ib le .  The o t h e r  source  of i n f o r -
mation t h a t  I banked on considerably was two people t h a t  worked 
f o r  m e .  One was a l o c a l  Vietnamese from Quang Ngai C i t y  and 
t h e  o t h e r  was, w e l l ,  I b e l i e v e  he  was what they r e f e r  t o  a s  a 
Nung . 
Q.  A Nung? 

A. Yes, he was from Danang. But he was my d r i v e r .  
And t h e  o the r  fe l low was what I would r e f e r  t o  a s  my f i e l d  man. 
And I would send him out  t o  hamlets ,  Bo Tinh being one of them, 

=+ 
I'd 

t o  s t a y  f o r  2 o r  3 days depending on what needed t o  be 
done o u t  t h e r e .  When I went o u t  my d r i v e r  u s u a l l y  went wi th  
me and he would go o f f  on h i s  own. I had a genera l  h a b i t  of  :3 

;97 
t e l l i n g  them t o  keep t h e i r  e a r s  open t o  anything,  l o c a l  gos-
s i p ,  and anything of t h a t  n a t u r e  t h a t  they would have t o l d  m e .  
And they d idn  't . 
Q. The Nungs proved t h e i r  l o y a l i t y  more than  a few 
times. 

A. Yes. I 
Q Nung i s  a c t u a l l y  Chinese. 

A. I d i d n ' t  know t h a t .  

Mr- MACCRATE: Mow far t o  t h e  nor th  w a s  Bo Tinh, where you had 
t h i s  s a f e  hamlet? 

I0 : You might look on t h i s  o t h e r  map (Exh ib i t  MAP-5) over  her 
Mr. RESSEGUIE. J u s t  move t h a t  one a s i d e  and you can s e e  a l l  
t h e  way up t o  Chu Lai .  
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A. Son Tinh i s  h e r e ,  t h e  Batangan Peninsu la  is  he re .  
I t  w a s  j u s t  about ,  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  more t h a n ,  2 t o  3 
k i l o m e t e r s  a t  t h e  most t o  t h e  e a s t  and n o r t h  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  

MR MACCRATE: So it was q u i t e  a d i s t a n c e  f u r t h e r  n o r t h  t h a t  t h i s  
group moved a f t e r  January .  

A. Y e s .  

Q And s o  t h a t  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  r e a l l y  about  i n fo rma t ion  
moving from t h i s  Son My a r e a  o v e r  a number of  k i l o m e t e r s  up t o  
people  who had been r e a l l y  p h y s i c a l l y  s e p a r a t e d  from t h e i r  
environment? 

A, T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  The i n i t i a l  move of  people  was 
t h a t  second week of  January.  They were l o c a t e d  around t h i s  
a r e a  and t h e y  came from t h i s  a r e a  i n  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  
Batangan Pen insu la  a r e a ) .  Some moved up h e r e .  Subsequent 
t o  t h a t ,  t h e r e  w e r e  a d d i t i o n a l  people  e i t h e r  b rought  i n  by 
h e l i c o p t e r ,  o r  who came up by b o a t ,  o r  who j u s t  walked up. 
There was a l s o  people  who, once h e r e ,  l e f t  and went back. 
Now t h e  r a t i o  of t h o s e  who came and l e f t  and went back a g a i n ,  
who might have p icked  up in fo rma t ion ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q . T h i s  movement t h a t  you d e s c r i b e d ,  t h e  subsequent  
movement, w a s  t hen  s t i l l  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of  1968? 

A .  Y e s ,  t h i s  would have taken  p l a c e ,  on ,  I would 
s a y  t h e r e  w e r e  people  coming i n  th rough  A p r i l .  There may 
have been some t h a t  came up a s  l a t e  as May. 

(r. To what e x t e n t  d i d  you f i n d  VC dominat ion o f  an  
a r e a  tended t o  c l o s e  o u t  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  you were ge t -
t i n g  from t h a t  a r e a ?  W e  have had exp la ined  t o  us  t h a t  t h e r e  
was a d i agona l  l i n e  t h a t  r a n  roughly w e s t  o f  H i l l  85 ,  running 
down . to  t h e  Song Tra Khuc and somewhat t o  t h e  east and then  
as  it moved northward moving westward. And t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  
t o  t h e  east o f  t h a t  l i n e  was VC dominated and you d i d  n o t  go 
i n  w i t h o u t  a m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n  and t h a t  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  
coming from t h i s  a r e a  w a s  q u i t e  s c a t t e r e d  and depended upon 
t h o s e  who might be  making t h e i r  way t o  market  o r  coming i n  f o r  
some o t h e r  purpose i n t o  t h e  Quang Ngai C i t y  a r e a .  Would t h a t  
f a i r l y  d e s c r i b e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  you knew? 

APP T-189 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. Yes, t h a t ' s  an accura te  d e s c r i p t i o n  I ' d  say.  
This  a r e a  o u t  i n  here  was p r e t t y  we l l  c losed o f f  t o  anybody 
except a f a i r l y  l a r g e  m i l i t a r y  type  opera t ion .  

Q. On t h e  o t h e r  hand we do understand t h a t  some 
people made t h e i r  way o u t  of Son My Vi l l age  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  
a t  Quang Ngai Ci ty?  

A. I d o n ' t  thinlc t h a t ' s  an i m p o s s i b i l i t y .  I b e l i e v e ,  
a l though I can1t vouch f o r  any of it, t h a t  t h e r e  were a l o t  of 
f i s h i n g  people along he re  and t o  my knowledge many of  them 
d i d  a l o t  of t r a d i n g  down i n  Phu Tah, t h e  p o r t  which would 
be r i g h t  i n  t h e  mouth of t h e  Tra Khuc River.  

10: Yes. Right near  t h e  naval base t h e r e ,  t h e  junk 
base.  

A. Yes, r i g h t  oppos i te  t h e r e .  

Q Yes. 

A. And I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it was unknown t h a t  people came 
from t h i s  a rea  down he re  by boat .  I f  no t  by boa t ,  t h e r e  
was t r a f f i c  along t h i s  road here .  

MR MACCRATE: 521? 

A. I d o n ' t  know t h e  number b u t  t h i s  road r i g h t  here.  

Q. Yes, t h a t  i s  521. 

A. Yes. There was t r a f f i c  along this road t o  t h e  
market a reas  around t h e  c i t a d e l  here  and on i n  f u r t h e r .  And 
many of t h e s e  people t r a d i n g  came from t h i s  a r e a  back i n  he re ,  
so  t h e r e  wasn1t--and Lambrettas use t o  run t o  t h i s  a r e a  
o u t  i n  he re  os  it was n o t  impossible f o r  people t o  come i n .  

Q Did you know t h e  personnel ,  t h e  U . S .  personnel ,  a t  
t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  headquarters?  

A.  I b e l i e v e  Major GAVIN. I d o n ' t  know whether h e ' s  
a Lieutenant  Colonel y e t  o r  no t .  He was t h e  d i s t r i c t  s e n i o r  
adv i so r  and I d o n ' t  know h i s  a s s i s t a n t ' s  name. 
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a* You remember a Captai,n RODRIQUEZ? 

A .  Y e s ,  I do. 

Q 0 Do you r e c a i i  any th ing  about  Capta in  K O D R ~ G U E Z  and 
h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  what h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w a s ,  how he func t ioned?  

A. No, I c o u l d n ' t  s a y  because I d i d n ' t  v i s i t  d i s t r i c t  
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  Son Tinh very  o f t e n .  I s p l i t  my t ime i n  t h e  s p r i n g  
of 1967 between Son Tinh and Binh Son. But a f t e r  t h a t  t i m e  
from say  J u l y  7 t h  on,  I didn 't do any work i n  Son Tinh a t  a l l .  
So I knew Capta in  RODRIGUEZ.  I d o n ' t  know what h i s  f u n c t i o n s  
w e r e  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t e a m .  

Q. Were you aware t h a t  Major GAVIN w a s  absen t  f o r  a 
p e r i o d  of  an extended l e a v e  d u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1968? W e  
unders tand t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a t ime he  was a b s e n t  and he  was 
marr ied  a t  t h i s  t ime ,  i n  f a c t ,  wh i l e  h e  was on l e a v e .  Does 
t h a t  r i n g  any b e l l  w i th  you? We've been t r y i n g  t o  f i x  t h e  
t i m e  t h a t  h e  was absen t .  One of  t h e  w i t n e s s e s  has  r e l a t e d  
it t o  Easter which f e l l  on t h e  1 4 t h  of  A p r i l .  

A .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I can be s p e c i f i c .  I r e c a l l  t h a t  he  
went on home l e a v e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  and t h e n  came back f o r  a second 
assignment a t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  Th is  must have been ,  it had 
t o  be  p r i o r  t o  June o f  t h a t  y e a r  anyway because I l e f t  then .  
And he was back by t h a t  t ime a s  f a r  a s  1 can recal l .  But when 
he  l e f t  and went t o  t h e  S t a t e s  I j u s t  d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  when you v i s i t e d  Task Force Barker  
a t  LZ D o t t i e  and met w i th  t h e  c i v i l  a c t i o n  team t h e r e ?  Can you 
f i x  t h a t  i n  a t i m e  zone? 

A. I t  was a f t e r  T e t .  About how long  a f t e r  Te t?  W e l l ,  
it w a s  between T e t  and when I l e f t  on my 2-week l e a v e  which 
was--I l e f t  on a f l i g h t  o u t  on t h e  2nd o f  March, i t  was a Sa t -
urday,  I b e l i e v e .  And I must have l e f t  Quang Ngai going on 
l e a v e  t h e  Wednesday o r  Thursday of  t h a t  p receed ing  week. So 
it would be some t ime between. I n  f a c t ,  l e t  m e  s e e ,  I r e t u r n e d  
I w a s n ' t  i n  Quang Ngai a t  T e t .  I d i d n ' t  r e t u r n  u n t i l  t h e  8 th  
of  February t o  Binh Son. Then I l e f t  a g a i n  on t h e  l a s t  
day o r  n e x t  t o  t h e  l a s t  o f  February.  So v i s i t e d  t h a t  a r e a  
du r ing  t h a t  t ime ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  n a i l  down a day. 
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9 But you would suggest  t h a t  it would be l a t e  i n  
February 1968 t h a t  you v i s i t e d  LZ Dot t ie?  

A .  Yes, it w a s  between t h a t  t i m e .  

Q Did you t ake  away any genera l  a p p r a i s a l  o f  t h e  
people wi th  whom you d e a l t  the re?  Were you t e r r i b l y  discouraged 
o r  pleased? Was t h i s  one of t h e  weaker s p o t s  o r  one of  t h e  
happier  spo t s?  Was t h e r e  a s p e c i a l  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  you took 
away from i t ?  

A. Well, it wasn ' t  t h e  b e s t  v i s i t  I ever  had t o  a p lace  
because they had j u s t  t ake  over  what had been a Korean AO, 
and they had a l o t  of  m i l i t a r y  problems. Although they had a 
c i v i c  a c t i o n  team and they had a o f f i c e r  i n  charge of  t h e  c i v i c  
a c t i o n  team, I d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  I probably would 
l i k e  t o  have go t  on my v i s i t  t h e r e .  

Q Now was t h i s  c i v i c  a c t i o n  team a c t u a l l y  wi th  t h e  
t a s k  fo rce  o r  was t h i s  someone t h a t  had come over  .from t h e  
1 1 t h  Brigade a t  DUC Pho under whose command t h e  t a s k  fo rce  
operated? 

A. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know. The only t h i n g  I know i s  t h a t  I 

they were they and ass igned t o  t h e  t a s k  fo rce  a r e a  a t  LZ 
Dot t i e .  

Q And you c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any of  the  ind iv idua l s  involved? 

A. No. 

10: One of  th ings  t h a t  we understand is  t h a t  when they  
completed t h i s  opera t ion ,  a t  l e a s t  some of  the  companies, I ' m  
n o t  s u r e  a l l  t h e  companies were involved i n  it, b u t  some o f  t h e  
companies deployed f u r t h e r  nor th  i n  a r i c e  h a r v e s t  p r o t e c t i o n  
opera t ion .  I b e l i e v e  you normally r e f e r  t o  t h i s  a s  Golden 
Fleece.  This would be  about t h e  20th o r  t h e  22d when t h e  
companies deployed i n  t h a t  a rea .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. No. 

Q- A/1/20, and I would understand t h a t  they had t h e i r  
headquarters  on a h i l l  which was r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  Monastery H i l l .  
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A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  name, t h e  monastery. A l l  t h a t  I 
r e c a l l  of t h e  r i c e  h a r v e s t  ope ra t ion  was t h a t  it wasn ' t  very 
organized. A t  d i e s t r i c t  we d i d n ' t  g e t  very e x c i t e d  about it be-
cause it appeared t o  us ,  a t  t h a t  time anyway, t h a t  prepara t ions  
weren ' t  s u b s t a n t i a l  enough t o  r e a l l y  g e t  a l l  t h e  r i c e ,  o r  what 
they were going t o  do with it, where it was going t o  be s t o r e d ,  
and who was going t o  g e t  it. 

Q Who planed t h e  opera t ion ,  do you know? a 

A. Well 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You were connected with t h i s  s o r t  of 
bus iness  t h e r e  a t  Binh Son. Had it been planned a t  d i s t r i c t ?  

A. Not t h e  i n i t i i l  p l ans ,  no. The i n i t i a l  p l ans ,  t o  my 
knowledge, came from t h e  American Divis ion and we a t  d i s t r i c t  were 
t h e  r i c e ,  where we thought t h e  r i c e  would be ,  and t h e  avenues f o r  
g e t t i n g  it t o  s p e c i f i c  p laces .  But a s  I r e c a l l ,  compared t o  t h e  
previous yea r ,  it was n o t  very extens ive  o r  success fu l .  Nor 
d id  we g e t  very involved i n  it. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  how much r i c e  
came i n t o  d i s t r i c t .  Some d id  come i n  t o  d i s t r i c t  warehouses, 
a c t u a l l y  t o  one d i s t r i c t  warehouse t h a t  was t h e r e ,  and t h i s  
was subsequently d i s t r i b u t e d  by t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  t o  t h e  
refugee camps. But I j u s t  d o n ' t  know what happened t o  a l l  
of t h e  r i c e  t h a t  was taken i n  and I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  a l l  
the  a r e a  tiley went i n t o  t o  ga the r  it because t h e s e  were m i l i -
t a r y  opera'tions. I did n o t  go o u t  on any of t h e s e  r i c e  har- 
v e s t i n g  opera t ions .  So t h a t ' s  t h e  e x t e n t  of  my knowledge. 

Q - The i n i t i a l  o rde r s  came from t h e  d i v i s i o n  o r  from 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  and no t  from t h e  GVN o r  t h e  CORDS s i d e  of 
t h e  house? 

A. Right ,  t o  my knowledge t h e s e  came o u t  of d i v i s i o n .  
These Golden Fleece were m i l i t a r y  opera t ions  which I be l i eve  
were i n i t i a t e d  by the  Marines when they were i n  t h a t  a rea .  
The CORDS were of course brought i n  on it because of t h e i r  
r o l e  t h e r e ,  b u t  I be l i eve  it was secondary t o  t h e  a c t u a l  i n i -  
t i a t i o n  of t h i s  plan.  

Q. Well, a s  i n  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  c a s e s ,  M r .  RESSEGUIE, 
you've been very h e l p f u l .  I wouldn ' t  say t h a t  we've h i t  a  d ry  
w e l l ,  because you have provided us a l o t  of information,  back-
ground and i n s i g h t  i n t o  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s .  
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This  w i l l  be very h e l p f u l  a c t u a l l y  i n  t r y i n g  t o  
por t r ay  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a  a t ' t h a t  time. 

MR MACCRATE: M r .  RESSEGUIE, t h e r e  was information a t  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t .  This  information seems only t o  have been shared on 
a l imi ted  b a s i s .  You were obviously a very respected  member 
of t h i s  team and one t h a t  had cons iderable  knowledge. W e  
heard your name a l l  around a s  we t a lked  t o  va r ious  people who 
had been t h e r e  and I would a p p r e c i a t e  your eva lua t ion  of  any 
problems that you were aware of i n  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  head-
q u a r t e r s  t h a t  might suggest  why t h i s  information may have 
stopped s h o r t  of d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

A. Well my impression of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  i n  terms 
of  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  MACV advisory team and t h e  
d i s t r i c t  Vietnamese team, was t h a t  t h e r e  was a s u b s t a n t i a l  
gap i n  r e l a t i o n s  and I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  h i l l ,  which is  
where d i s t r i c t  i s  l o c a t e d ,  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  t h e r e  was a team 
working up t h e r e .  This  i s  only from heresay and a few v i s i t s  
t h a t  I ' v e  made t o  t h a t  headquar ters .  That it was more of  a ,  
on t h e  American s i d e ,  a m i l i t a r y  enclave r a t h e r  than  a j o i n t  
m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n  opera t ion .  By t h a t  I mean t h a t  t h e  em-
phas is  was on m i l i t a r y  e f f o r t s  r a t h e r  than on both m i l i t a r y  
and c i v i l i a n  e f f o r t s .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  were c l o s e  
enough r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between t h e  d i s t r i c t  s e n i o r  adv i so r  and 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  conf id ing  i n  t h e  advisor .  Now p e r t a i n -
i n g  t o  m i l i t a r y  ma t t e r s ,  i f  t h e r e  was an imminent a t t a c k ,  l e t ' s  
say t h a t  evening, why, I be l i eve  they 'd  t a l k  about it and pre-
pare.  But I ' m  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  regarding  o t h e r  types  of  ma t t e r s  
t h a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  s e n i o r  adv i so r .  

Q. But M r .  SITTIG had p r e t t y  good r e l a t i o n s ,  d i d  he 
not?  

A. I ' m  not--

Q o  ( In te rpos ing)  With t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ?  

Y e s ,  I ' m  no t  r e f e r r i n g  t o  him though. 

Q But M r .  SITTIG was t h e r e  and he i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  he  
was n o t  made aware of what t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  knew. 
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A. W e l l ,  I can only say t h a t ' s  q u i t e  poss ib le .  I 
would say t h a t  M r .  S ITTIG,  i n  my observa t ion ,  would be t h a t  
he had good r e l a t i o n s h i p s  wi th  t h e  Vietnamese o f f i c i a l s ,  M r .  
C H I  and h i s  s t a f f ,  a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  Now I c a n ' t  hones t ly  
say t h a t  I know who t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  was a t  t h a t  time. 

Q You remember Lieutenant  TAN? T-A-N. 

A .  Y e s .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  name, The d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  
t h a t  I knew a t  t h e  time t h a t  I v i s i t e d  was Captain YHA (pho-
n e t i c ) .  And t h e  one--I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  know t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  
So when I say  I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h e  d i s t r i c t  s e n i o r  advisor  and 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  chief had r e a l  good r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  impl ies  
t h a t  I ' m  l a y i n g  t h e  f a u l t  on t h e  d i s t r i c t  s e n i o r  advisor .  
But I c a n ' t  hones t ly  say t h a t  it might n o t  have been t h e  d i s -
t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  f a u l t .  

Q Do you know when t h e  change occurred ,  wi th  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  c h i e f s ?  Was t h a t  j u s t  a t  t h e  beginning of 1968? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it had t o  be a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  of t h e  yea r  
because as  I r e c a l l  when I l e f t  province t o  r e t u r n  t o  d i s -
t r i c t  on t h e  28th of December, t h a t  Captain YHA was s t i l l  
t h e r e  and it must  have Seen s h o r t l y  t h e r e z f t e r  t h a t  he w a s  
brought back t o  province t o  work. But I cannot name a da te .  

10: T h a t ' s  about a s  I r e c a l l ,  I t h i n k  it was e i t h e r  
l a t e  December o r  e a r l y  January t h a t  TAN took over .  

MR MACCRATE: So w e  had new r e l a t i o n s h i p s ?  

A. Yes. 

Q The r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  you saw between t h e  d i s t r i c t  
ch ie f  and t h e  d i s t r i c t  s e n i o r  adv i so r  t h a t  would have been 
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  which e x i s t e d  between Captain YHA and Major 
GAVIN, a t  t h e  time? 

A .  I n  t h e  main, yes .  

Q. Yes. - But, do you know whether t h i s  p e r s i s t e d  
a f t e r  Lieutenant  TAN came i n ?  
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A. I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I ever  saw t h e  two, t h e  new dis-
t r i c t  ch ief  and t h e  d i s t r i c t  s e n i o r  adv i so r ,  toge the r  on any 
of  my v i s i t s  t o  t h a t  headquar ters  a f t e r  t h a t  time. I can re-
c a l l  when Captain YHA was t h e r e ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  say t h a t  I real-
l y  r e c a l l  observing both  of them toge the r ,  when it was the 
new d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  What I base my opinions on a f t e r  Captain 
YHA, was what I heard mainly. 

Q Now up u n t i l  T e t  o r  thereabouts ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  m i s -
taken,  YHA and f o r  t h a t  ma t t e r  TAN l i v e d  down i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
o r  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  by t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  which I b e l i e v e  is  Ly Loc? 

f i g  Well, t h e  d i s t r i c t  headquar ters  is--

Q • ( In te rpos ing)  General ly  loca ted  on t h e  h i l l  to 
t h e  sou theas t  from t h e r e  i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. Yes. The d i s t r i c t  headquar ters ,  I b e l i e v e ,  i s  on 
t h i s  h i l l  he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g  h i l l  on map). No, below t h i s  
h i l l ,  i t s  blocked o u t  here.-

Q - Y e s .  

A. A sma l l e r  h i l l  r i g h t  here.  

Q Yes. 

A. There it i s ,  An Son, t h a t  h i l l  r i g h t  t h e r e .  

Q Yes, b u t  up t o  t h i s  t ime t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  l i v e d  
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  downtown? 

A .  Well, I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e  f o r  t h e r e  w e r e  t imes 
when they  a l l  were up on top  of t h e  h i l l .  But I do b e l i e v e  
t h a t  Captain YHA moved h i s  headquarters  down i n t o  t h e  com-
pound down t h e r e  j u s t  o f f  t h e  main road. 

Q Tha t ' s  what I was lead  t o  b e l i e v e  b u t  t h a t  then 
they  a l l  joined up t o g e t h e r  on t o p  of t h e  h i l l  and would go 
down and do d i s t r i c t  bus iness  dur ing  t h e  d a y l i g h t  hours ,  but 
would r e t u r n  t o  t h e  subsec to r  headquar ters  dur ing  hours of 
darkness.  
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A. That  was t h e  gene ra l  procedure.  I d o n ' t  know 
e x a c t l y  when Captain YHA had h i s  n igh t t ime  headquar te rs  down 
t h e r e ,  b u t  I do b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was a  pe r iod  of t ime o r  a t  
l e a s t  an i n t e r m i t t e n t  pe r iod  which he d i d  s t a y  down i n  t h a t  
lower headquar te rs .  

10: 
today. 

I'd l i k e  t o  thank you very  much f o r  coming i n  

Th i s  hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The hea r ing  r ecessed  a t  1703 hours ,  20 January 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: CRADDOCK, George L o  SFC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 0  January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: Assigned t o  t h e  Son 
Tinh Subsec to r  a s  t h e  c i v i c  a c t i o n  Psyops adv i so r .  

1. KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THE MY LA1 OPERATION. 

CRADDOCK d i d  n o t  know t h a t  Task Force  Barker had a 
temporary A0 ex tens ion  i n t o  t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n ' s  A0 
i n  mid-March 196 8 (pg. 5 )  . However, he d i d  know about  
o p e r a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  Son Tinh Dis t r ic t  (pgs .  5 ,  6 ) .  

2 . - KNOWLEDGE ABOUT AN INVESTIGATION OF THE INCIDENT. 

CRADDOCK never  hea rd  about a r e p o r t  coming i n t o  
t h e  Vietnamese d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  from t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  
Chief (pgs .  6 ,  7 )  . H e  never  h e a r d  o f  a r e p o r t  p repared  by 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  f o r  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  concerning 
what might have t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  i n  mid-March 
(pg.  7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  never  saw e i t h e r  o f  TAN'S  l e t t e r s  t o  

K H I E N  ( E x h i b i t s  24-28, M-34) (pgs .  7 ,  8 )  . He never  saw o r  
h e a r d  about  RODRIGUEZ ' s  s t a t emen t  ( E x h i b i t  M-30) (pg. 8 )  . 
He saw ..no VC propaganda focus ing  on t h e  Son My a r e a  
(pg. 1 0 ) .  He hea rd  no th ing  about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  
conducted by t h e  U.S., GVN,. o r  A R V N ' s  i n t o  something 
t h a t  might have happened i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  i n  mid-March 
(pgs.  1 2 ,  13). 
3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. The on ly  person  t o  whom he  had spoken about  t h e  
My L a i  i n c i d e n t  s i n c e  it broke i n  t h e  p r e s s  w a s  Se rgean t  
JOHNSON from Task Force Barker (pg. 3 )  . 
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b. CRADDOCKts primary m i l i t a r y  du ty  was t o  assess 
bomb 	 o r  a r t i l l e r y  damage and pay t h e  Vietnamese f o r  it 
(pg.  3 )  . On the a i v i l  s i d e  t hey  s t a r t e d  newspapers 
and worked w i t h  r e f u g e e s  (pgs.  3 ,  4 )  . 
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E X H I B I T S  

:-?UfiBER D E S C R I P T I O I ?  NOTE5 P A G E S  
TAN's l e t t e r  t o  KHIEN, ;Wit had never  seen 1 

M-28 2 8  Mar . b e f o r e .  7 
W i t  had never  seen  

M-30 S ta tement  o f  RODRIGUEZ b e f o r e .  8 
TAN's l e t t e r  t o  K H I E N ,  . W i t  had never  s een  

M-34 11 Apr ( t r a n s )  (Quang 
N g a i  Prov)  

-t 

W i t  had never  s een  
R-1  HENDERSON ' s Report

I-
VC propag'anda i n -
c l o s u r e .  

10 

SUM APP T-187 

F O R  O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1338 h o u r s ,  20 January 
1970.) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named pe r sons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN.  

S i r ,  t h e  n e x t  w i t n e s s  i s  Se rgean t  George L. CRADDOCK. 

(SGT CRADDOCK w a s  c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows  :) 

Sergean t  CRADDOCK, f o r  t h e  r eco rd ,  w i l l  you p l e a s e  
s ta te  your f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, o rgan iza-
t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. George L .  CRADDOCK, Se rgean t  F i r s t  C l a s s ,  I 

. I n t e l l i g e n c e  School ,  I n t e l l i g e n c e  Analys t  Course ,. .F o r t  H o l l a b i r d ,  
Maryland. 

10: Se rgean t  CRADDOCK, have you had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
read  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  . . 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Do you unde r s t anz  .thein, o r  do yoii have q u e s t i o n s ?  

Y e s ,  sir.  I unders tand  them, and I have no q u e s t i o n s .  

Q Sergean t  CRADDOCK, a s i d e  from myse l f ,  he re  on my l e f t  
is  M r o  Robert  MACCRATE who has  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  Secre-
t a r y  RESOR t o  a s s i s t  m e  i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y  and a l s o  t o  p rov ide  l e g a l  
counse l  t o  me and o t h e r  members of  t h e  i n q u i r y  team. On my r i g h t  
i s  Colonel  ARMSTRONG who has  been a s s igned  by t h e  O f f i c e  of  t h e  
Chief o f  S t a f f  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  t o  h e l p  m e  i n  t h e  conduct  of  t h i s  
i n q u i r y .  Each of  them may addres s  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you t h i s  a f t e r -
noon, a s  w e l l  as myself .  W e  have o t h e r  groups o f  people  on t h e  
i n q u i r y  team who a r e  l i k e w i s e  t a k i n g  tes t imony from people .  I n  
t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  however, I w i l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p u t t i n g  
t o g e t h e r  t h e  r e p o r t ,  weighing t h e  ev idence ,  and a l s o  'making t h e  
f i n d i n g s  and t h e  recomrnendations . 

You a r e  o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  f o r  t h i s  
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i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  a s  may be necessary i n  t h e  performance 
of o f f i c i a l  duty o r  a s  you may be r equ i red  s o  t o  do b e f o r e  a 
competent j u d i c i a l ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. I 
use t h e  term l e g i s l a t i v e  because t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  
you w i l l  be  r e q u i r e d  t o  appear  b e f o r e  one of t h e  committees 
of t h e  Congress; most l i k e l y ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  subcommittee 
of t h e  House Armed Se rv ices  Committee, i n  which event  your 
appearance h e r e  w i l l  i n  no way a f f e c t  your appearance o r  your 
test imony b e f o r e  t h a t  body. To my knowledge you have n o t  
been c i t e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  
ca se  of  t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley.  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you w i l l  be ,  b u t  should you eve r  be 
c i t e d  by e i t h e r  t h a t  m i l i t a r y  judge o r  any of t h e  o t h e r  m i l i -
t a r y  judges s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  cases  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  My Lai  i n c i -
d e n t ,  your appearance h e r e  would i n  no way change t h e  e f f e c t  
o r  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of such o r d e r s .  Do you have any ques-
t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Sergeant  CRADDOCK, w i l l  you i n d i c a t e  your duty
assignment i n  about  t h e  middle o f  March 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  sir .  I was ass igned  t o  t h e  Son Tinh Subsec tor  
a s  t h e  c i v i c  a c t i o n  PSYOP adv i so r .  

Q - How long had you se rved  i n  t h a t  capac i ty?  

A. From about  t h e  middle of J u l y  1967. 

Q - When d i d  you l e a v e  t h e  job? 

A. I n  June 1968. 

Q. About a y e a r ,  then? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q DO you speak Vietnamese? 
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A. J u s t  a l i t t l e ,  sir. I had 8 months of  it a t  F o r t  
~ l i s s ,Texas. 

&* Do you read  it and w r i t e  i t ?  

Y e s ,  s ir .  
. . 

Q 0 Since  t h e  m a t t e r  of  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  became a 
m a t t e r  of  p u b l i c  knowledge, Se rgean t  CRADDOCK, which took 
p l a c e  i n  about  September, October 1969, which i s  t o  say  4 o r  
5 months ago , ' have  you had any d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  anybody con- 
ce rn ing  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  o r  i t s  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  p r o c e s s ,  
anybody from your  s u b s e c t o r  team o r  from t h e  s e c t o r  team o r  
from t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  advisory  team o r  t h e  pe r sonne l  from 
t h e  America1 Div is ion?  

A. No one from t h e  s u b s e c t o r  team t h a t  I w a s  w i th .  I 

h a v e n ' t  seen  any of  t h o s e  s i n c e  I l e f t .  There w a s  one s e r g e a n t ,  

Master s e r g e a n t  JOHNSON, i n  t h e  S3 s e c t i o n  t h a t  I work i n  a t  

F o r t  Benning. I b e l i e v e  he  w a s  a s s igned  t o  Task Force Barker ,  

i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  and he mentioned,  you know, t h a t  My L a i  was i n  

Son Tinh,  d i d  I know anyth ing  about  it, and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ?  

But a s i d e  from t h a t ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  was t h e  on ly  person .  


Q o  
 You i n d i c a t e d  you were a  noncommissioned o f f i c e r  
a d v i s o r  working i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  c i v i c  a c t i o n  and psycho log ica l  
o p e r a t i o n s  i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Would you e x p l a i n  what your  d u t i e s  were? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  P r i m a r i l y ,  I worked w i t h  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  
t h e  Vietnamese m i l i t a r y  s e r g e a n t  i n  charge  of c i v i c  a c t i o n  i n  
t h e  c i v i l i a n  s e c t o r .  Our pr imary du ty  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  was t o  
a s s e s s  bomb damages! t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  o u t  i n  t h e  ne ighbor ing  
v i l l a g e s  when an American p l a n e  would drop  a  bomb, o r  maybe 
some of  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  would go o f f  i n  t h e  wrong a r e a ,  some-
t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s .  We'd go o u t  and a s s e s s  how much damage was 
done, and pay t h e s e  people  s o  much money t o  f i x  t h e i r  houses 
and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  I n  t h e  c i v i l i a n  a s p e c t ,  w e  se t  up, 
l i k e ,  MEDCAPS, and we s t a r t e d  newspapers which were d i s t r i -
bu ted  around t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  
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Q 0 You knew him, though? 

A. R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q m  
Do you know ~ h e t h e rDAWKINS spoke Vietnamese o r  n o t ?  

A. NO,  sir. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  

Q Did y.ou work a t  a l l  w i t h  M r .  SITTIG? 

A. R igh t ,  he was a c i v i l i a n .  H e  was working wi th  USAID, 
and he a s s i s t e d  sometimes on MEDCAPS and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  ~ e .  
g o t  us a l o t  of  equipment and t h i n g s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e .  

Q- Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  Task Force Barker?  

A. I w a s  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  i t s  l o c a t i o n ,  you,know,. . g e n e r a l  
l o c a t i o n .  I d i d n ' t  know . t o o. much about  it. N o ,  s ir .  

Q 0 
Had you e v e r  been up t o  v i s i t  them up a t  LZ D o t t i e ?  

A. No,.. s ir .  

Q- Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e i r  g e n e r a l  a r e a  of opera-
t i o n s ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q Which i s  g e n e r a l l y  where? 

A. I t  was n o r t h .  I t  w a s  more i n  t h e  Binh Son D i s t r i c t .  
They had o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  i n  t h a t  d i s t r i c t ,  up i n  t h e r e .  

Q - Were you aware, a s  i s  shown on t h i s  map h e r e ,  Ser-
gean t  CRADDOCK, o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t hey  had a temporary A 0  ex ten-
s i o n  down i n  t h e  a r e a  of  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  
E x h i b i t  MAP-1) ? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Thi s  would have been i n  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  about t h e  
middle of  March 1968. That  would be  g e n e r a l l y  due e a s t ,  maybe 
a l i t t l e  b i t  n o r t h  o f  where you were l o c a t e d .  You were l o c a t e d  
on Highway 1 over  t h e r e ,  i f  you w i l l  n o t i c e ,  i n  Son Tinh D i s -
t r i c t .  Did you e v e r  h e a r  anyth ing  about  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  o u t  
i n t o  t h i s  a r e a ?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  They o p e r a t e d  throughout  t h i s  a r e a  up 
i n  h e r e ,  and t h e r e  was a couple  o f  t i m e s ,  you know, t hey  came 
down and t a l k e d  t o  t h e  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r .  Everyone had t o  g e t  
permiss ion  t o  f i r e  a r t i l l e r y  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s  i n t o  ou r  
a r e a .  So it w a s  my impress ion  t h a t  t hey  were g e t t i n g  permis-
s i o n  t o  o p e r a t e  i n  o u r  a r e a  and l i k e  t h i s .  

Q Your a r e a  w a s  p r e t t y  f a r .  This  a c t u a l l y  w a s  t h e  
a r e a  o f  t h e  2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o n ,w a s n ' t  i t ?  

A .  Righ t ,  it a c t u a l l y  belonged t o  them, b u t  w e  w e r e  
t h e  adv i so r s  from t h e  r i v e r  n o r t h  t o  about  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  
on E x h i b i t  MAP-I), and w e  had more o r  less c o n t r o l  of a r t i l -
l e r y  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  I f  any American a r t i l l e r y  o r  some-
t h i n g  wanted t o  f i r e  i n  t h e r e ,  t hey  had t o  c a l l  f i r s t  and g e t  
permiss ion  i n  case w e  had o u t p o s t s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s  around 
t h e  a r ea .  

Q Now, I know t h a t  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t a k e  you back q u i t e  
a l i t t l e  ways--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Right .  I have been t r y i n g. . t o  t h i n k  CL 
back t h a t  f a r .  3 

Q W e l l ,  i t ' s  now January 1970, and I ' m  t a k i n g  you 
back 22 months ago ,  b u t  I would ask t h a t  you t r y  t o  r e c o l l e c t  

0 
(-9

t o  t h e  very b e s t  of  your c a p a b i l i t y  a s  t o  what t r a n s p i r e d  and 
what you saw o r  what you may have hea rd ,  because t h e s e  t h i n g s  
hecome q u i t e  r e l e v a n t  i n  7:hat w e  are doing.  I a l s o  know t h a t  
t h e  very many, many d i s t r i c t  teams t h a t  I ' v e  worked w i t h  and 
t h a t  I ' v e  i n s p e c t e d  and t h a t  I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
teams, o f  n e c e s s i t y ,  a l l  l i v e  ve ry  c l o s e l y  t o g e t h e r .  There 
r e a l l y  i s n ' t  much d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e  o f f i c e r s  and t h e  
e n l i s t e d  pe r sonne l .  I t ' s  j u s t  a s m a l l  group o f  people  work-
i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  t r y i n g  t o  accomplish a mutual o b j e c t i v e .  So, 
g e n e r a l l y  speaking ,  I t h i n k  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  i n d i c a t e  t o  you 
t h a t  you 'd  probably  know more i n  a s i t u a t i o n  such as t h i s  
t h a n  most s e r g e a n t s  f i r s t  c l a s s  would, as f a r  a s  a t a c t i c a l  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  concerned.  

A. Right .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  o f  a r e p o r t  coming i n t o  d i s t r i c t  
from t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  coming t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  
about--
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A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  ~ i e t n a m e s ed i s t r i c t  c h i e f ?  

Q- Y e s .  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q- Do you remember who your  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  w a s  a t  t h a t  
t i m e  ? 

A. I n  March, I t h i n k  it w a s  L i eu t enan t  TAN. 

Q. Y e s ,  T-A-N? 

A. Right ,  T-A-N. I wouldn ' t  remember. You mean mes-
sages  coming i n  from t h e  Vietnamese, from Son My to--

Q =  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes. 

A. W e  wou ldn ' t  g e t  involved  i n  t h a t ,  because t h a t  would 
come through the  Vietnamese channe ls .  

Q o  Y e s ,  b u t  you l i v e d  and worked w i t h  t h e  Vietnamese, 
'didn 't you? ~ i d n't they  .normally-- ' 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  They had an o p e r a t i o n a l  bunker sep-
a r a t e  from o u r s .  W e  w e r e  on t h e  American channel  on ly .  

Q o  I'm j u s t  t h i n k i n g ,  though,  t h a t  i f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  
r ece ived  a r e p o r t  t h a t  he  ve ry  l i k e l y ,  o r  h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  peo-
p l e ,  would make it known t o  t h e  members o f  t h e  American team 
t h a t  were s e r v i n g  a s  h i s  ' adv isors?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember any r e p o r t s .  No, sir.  

Q D i d  you e v e r  h e a r  o f  a r e p o r t  which t h e  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  c h i e f  was p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f  concern ing  
what might have t r a n s p i r e d  o u t  i n  Son My a r e a  i n  about t h e  
middle of March? 

A. You mean a f t e r  March t h a t  he  was p repa r ing?  No, s i r .  

Q- I have h e r e  E x h i b i t  M-28, which i s  a memorandum from 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t o  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f ,  d a t e d  28  March. Were 
you e v e r  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  anyth ing  l i k e  t h i s ?  
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A. No, sir. 

Q 0 I have he re  Exh ib i t  M-34, which i s  d a t e d  . the  11th  
of  A p r i l ,  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  t o  t h e  province c h i e f .  Did 
anybody e v e r  t a l k  t o  you about anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. F i r s t  I ' v e  even imagined. 

Q You ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  a copy of  i t  was s e n t  t o  t h e  2d 
ARVN Divis ion headquar ters .  You ' l l  a l s o  n o t i c e  t h a t  a qopy of 
it went t o  MACV, Quang Ngai Sec tor .  Nobody on your team e v e r  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  they  knew anything about t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q I have here  Exh ib i t  M-30, da ted  1 4  A p r i l  1968, which 
i s  a  s ta tement  s igned by Captain Angel M. RODRIGUEZ. The copy 
you a re  looking a t ,  s e r g e a n t ,  i s  very d i f f i c u l t  t o  read.  W e  
have a c l e a r  copy underneath it. 

A .  Yes, s i r .  

Q - Did Captain RODRIGUEZ e v e r  t a l k  t o  you about t h a t ?  

A .  No, sir. 

Q Did Captain RODRIGUEZ speak o r  read  o r  w r i t e  Viet-
namese? 

A. No, sir.  He d i d n ' t .  

Q I f  he had t h i s  t r a n s l a t e d ,  then--you' l l  n o t i c e  he 
c i t e d  t h e  l e t t e r  of 11 April--and i f  he had t h a t  t r a n s l a t e d ,  
somebody would have t o  do it f o r  him, wouldn't  they? 

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q - And he a l s o  t a l k s  about a l e t t e r  from t h e  v i l l a g e
ch ie f  of Son My Vi l lage .  I f  t h a t  were i n  Vietnamese, he 'd  have 
t o  have somebody t r a n s l a t e  t h a t ?  

A. Right. 

Q Did you e v e r  see  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Vietnamese ve r s ions  
and asked t o  t r a n s l a t e  them? 

(CRADDOCK) 8 APP T-187 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFIC,IAL USE ONLY 

A. N o ,  s ir .  We had a Vietnamese i n t e r p r e t e r .  Probably 
he would have been used i f  he used anyone. This  i s  t h e  f i r s t  
I ' v e  even known about  it, when it was i n  t h e  papers ,  when it 
f i r s t  came o u t  i n  t h e  papers .  That was t h e  f i r s t  I ' d  heard 
about it. I d o n ' t  knob, we were p r e t t y  c lose .  I d o n ' t  know 
how they k e p t  it from me, b u t  t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  I knew about it. 

Q Captain RODRIGUEZ never  mentioned t h i s  t o  you? 

A. NO,  s ir .  

Q. Do you remember when Major GAVIN l e f t  t o  go t o  t h e  
United S t a t e s ?  

A .  Right ,  he l e f t ,  I t h i n k ,  i n  May. 

Q. May? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was i n  May, because I l e f t  b e f o r e  he 
came back,  I b e l i e v e .  I a m  p r e t t y  s u r e  it was i n  May, A p r i l  
o r  May. 

Q W e l l ,  i f  he w e r e  a b s e n t  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e - - I  
b e l i e v e  this was a re-up l e a v e ,  o r  an ex tens ion  leave?  

A. Right ,  he extended f o r  6 months, and I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  
it w a s  i n  May, because h i s  t i m e  was up i n  May, and I b e l i e v e  he  
extended j u s t  b e f o r e  h i s  t i m e  was up. 

Q e  W e  have a p r e t t y  g o o d . i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  he r e tu rned  
from h i s  ex tens ion  leave  back t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  j u s t  about 
i n  t h e  middle of  A p r i l .  

A. I n  t h e  middle of A p r i l ?  

Q- So h e  would have been t h e r e  maybe a couple of months 
p r i o r  t o  your  depa r tu re .  You l e f t  i n  June ,  d i d n ' t  you say?  

A. I l e f t  i n  June,  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

MR MACCRATE: We a r e  t o l d  t h a t  E a s t e r  i n  1968 was t h e  14 th  of 
A p r i l ,  i f  t h a t  h e l p s  you t o  f i x  any t i m e .  

A. Not r e a l l y .  I d o n ' t  remember E a s t e r ,  f o r  t h a t  mat-
ter.  I f  you say  he came back i n  A p r i l ,  t hen  he came back. But 
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I thought  h e  came back j u s t  b e f o r e  I l e f t ,  because I went down 
t o  t h e  s e c t o r  about  t h e  l a s t  week of  May, I t h i n k ,  

I0: W e l l ,  t h e  impor t an t  t h i n g  i s ,  from your  p o i n t  of 
view as f a r  as t h i s  document i s  concerned,  you were n o t  made 
p r i v y  t o  t h e  document o r  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  con ta ined  i n  i t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q 9 Since  it i s  s i g n e d  by RODRIGUEZ, I t h i n k  it is  
l o g i c a l  t o  assume t h a t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  Major GAVIN w a s  n o t  t h e r e .  
Did you e v e r  see any V i e t  Cong propaganda,  which focused upon 
t h e  Son My a r e a ,  u s i n g  t h e  terms which are g e n e r a l l y  known i n  
t h a t  area, n o t  which a r e  on t h e  map, l i k e  My La i?  My La i  w a s  
g e n e r a l l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  Tu Cung and Co Luy, C-0 L-U-Y. 

A. No, sir. 

Q *  I have h e r e  E x h i b i t  R-1 ,  da ted  24  A p r i l  1968, and 
I would l i k e  t o  show you one of  t h e  i n c l o s u r e s  t o  t h i s  r e p o r t .  
This  i s  a two-page p i e c e  o f  VC propaganda, and I ' d  l i k e  t o  
have you look a t  t h a t  and see i f  you have e v e r  s een  t h i s  p a r t i -
c u l a r  p i e c e  o f  propaganda o r  any th ing  q u i t e  l i k e  it. Did you 
e v e r  s e e  t h a t ?  C 

!LC 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  about  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q You were accustomed t o  s e e i n g  a l o t .  o f  propaganda 
l i k e  t h a t  on t h e  f i r s t  page,  I 'would imagine,  w e r e  you n o t ?  

A. Righ t ,  we would p i c k  up some l e a f l e t s  when we'd 
go on o p e r a t i o n s .  We'd maybe p i c k  up some l e a f l e t s  t h a t  would 
be l a y i n g  around,  b u t  u s u a l l y  t h e y ' d  j u s t  be p i c t u r e s  w i th  a 
couple  t w o  o r  t h r e e  words,  l i k e ,  "American, go home," something 
o f  t h a t  n a t u r e ,  b u t  n o t h i n g  l i k e  a whole page o r  any th ing  Like 
t h a t .  

Q- Did you have many v i s i t s  by t h e  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  o f  
t h e  t a c t i c a l  u n i t s ,  l i k e  from t h e  America1 Div i s ion  o r  t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade,  s t o p  by t o  s e e  your people  a t  your  d i s t r i c t ,  Son Tinh? 
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A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e i r  names, w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  of  
Colonel  BARKER. I remember him coming down a couple  of t imes .  
We d i d  g e t  some v i s i t s  from him. I d o n ' t  know whether  t h a t  w a s  
a f u l l  c o l o n e l  t h a t  cart,? down o r  where he was from. I d o n ' t  
remember where he was from. The on ly  one I remember s p e c i f i c a l l y  
w a s  Colonel  BARKER. H e  came down a couple of t i m e s ,  because I 
worked w i t h  h i s  c i v i c  a c t i o n  o f f i c e r  one t ime.  

Q 0 
Did you e v e r  see t h e  commander of t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade 

t h e r e ,  who w a s  a Colonel  then?  

A. What w a s  h i s  name, s i r ?  

Q By t h e  name of  HENDERSON? Along about  t h a t  l a t e r  
p a r t  of March o r  A p r i l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember him. No, s ir .  

Q Did many o f  t h e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  from Task Force 
Barker s t o p  i n ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  main one was a c a p t a i n .  I t h i n k  he was 
t h e  S 5  o r  G 5 .  H e  came down, and we s e t  up a MEDCAP one t ime 
on one o f  o u r  hamle ts ,  and he  used t o  come down about  once a 
week t h e r e  f o r  about  a month b e f o r e  t hey  moved o r  something 
l i k e  t h a t ,  and h e  d i d n ' t  come down any more. Tha t  w a s  about 
t h e  on ly  one t h a t  came down t h e r e ,  you know, more than  two o r  
t h r e e  t i m e s .  

Q Did t h e y  come down t h e r e  very  o f t e n  t o  a l s o  p i c k  up 
t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e ,  and I t h i n k  you had some ARVN personne l  
t h e r e  as w e l l ?  

A. W e  had ARVN t h e r e ,  r i g h t .  

Q Do you know t h e  name of t h e  c a p t a i n  t h a t  came i n ?  

A. No, s ir .  ' I d o n ' t  remember h i s  name. H e  was a real 
t a l l  c a p t a i n .  I d o n ' t  remember what h i s  name was. 

Q 0 Was h i s  name KOTOUC? 

A. No, sir. 

Q I n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  f o r  Task Force Barker?  
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A .  A c a p t a i n ?  I d o n ' t  remember him. N o ,  s i r .  

Q. D o  you recal l  a Major CALHOUN? 

A. N o .  

Q - From t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade,  d i d  you e v e r  see o r  h e a r  of 
a Colonel  BLACKLEDGE? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q A Major MCKNIGHT? 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember. Seems l i k e  maybe Major MCKNIGHT's 
name i s  f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  

Q What about  from t h e  A m e r i c a 1  D iv i s ion  headqua r t e r s?  
General  KOSTER, you 'd  remember i f  he s topped  by? 

A. N o ,  sir. H e  d i d n ' t  s t o p  by. 

Q How about  General  YOUNG? Y-0-U-N-G? 

A. N o ,  sir.  

Q- I have h e r e  some p i c t u r e s ,  and you can see t h e  names '3 
on them: Colonel  HENDERSON, Major CALHOUN, Capta in  KOTOUC, and \Y) 

t h i s  i s  Colonel  BLACKLEDGE. Take a look a t  t h o s e  and see i f  you 
recal l  any o f  t h o s e  people  hav ing  been t h e r e .  

A. I remember t h i s  name, MCKNIGHT.  Maybe h e  was d i f -
f e r e n t  i n  f a t i g u e s  and d i r t y  and a l l  t h a t ,  b u t  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  
look l i k e  him. 

Q - Remember, you are look ing  a t  t h e  green uniform t h e r e ,  
n o t  t h e  jungle  f a t i g u e s .  

A. Right .  I c a n ' t  s a y  f o r  c e r t a i n  whether  h e  w a s  ever 
t h e r e  o r  n o t ,  s ir .  

Q L e t  it be known f o r  t h e  record  t h a t  he w a s  shown 
t h e  p i c t u r e s  o f  Colonel  HENDERSON, L ieu tenan t  Colone l  BLACKLEDGE, 
Major CALHOUN, Major MCKNIGHT, and Captain  KOTOUC. H e  does n o t  
i d e n t i f y  any o f  them w i t h  t h e  p i c t u r e s .  While you were t h e r e ,  
Sergeant  CRADDOCK, d i d  you h e a r  anyth ing  a t  a l l  concerning an 
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i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  conducted by t h e  GVN o r  t h e  ARVN's  a s  t o  
what might have happened i n  t h i s  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  about  t h a t  t ime? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  Like I s a y ,  t h e  f i r s t  t imc t h a t  I even had 
any i n k l i n g  t h a t  any th ing  had happened a t  My L a i  o r  any p l a c e  
l i k e  t h a t  w a s  when it came o u t  i n  t h e  newspapers. 

Q *  Don't  you t h i n k  it r a t h e r  p r e p o s t e r o u s ,  though,  t h a t  
t h i s  b u s i n e s s  could  have been go ing  on r i g h t  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
headqua r t e r s  and t h e  s e c t o r  headqua r t e r s?  You are p a r t  of  t h i s  
small s e c t o r  team, and you wouldn ' t  know anyth ing  about  t h i s ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q e Seems r a t h e r  unusua l ,  d o e s n ' t  i t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. I t  does a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Q Of cour se ,  you d o n ' t  know what else went on t h a t  
you d i d n '  t know about  e i t h e r ?  

A. R igh t ,  sir. 

Q e  Did you e v e r  h e a r  of  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  conducted 
on t h e  U.S. s i d e ?  

(Witness shakes  head i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e .  ) 

MR MACCRATE: I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  y o u r s e l f ,  Se rgean t  CRADDOCK, were 
t h e r e  any o t h e r  e n l i s t e d  pe r sonne l  a t  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  W e  had a l i g h t  infantrymen adv i so r .  I 
d o n ' t  remember h i s  name, though. H e  was an SFC. W e  had a 
r a d i o  o p e r a t o r  who was a PFC LANCE. W e  had a medic, and I 
d o n ' t  remember h i s  name e i t h e r .  He w a s  an SFC. 

Q- What k i n d  o f  equipment d i d  you have s o  f a r  a s  type-
w r i t e r s  w e r e  concerned? Did you have one t y p e w r i t e r  o r  more? 

A. W e  had one t y p e w r i t e r  t h a t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  belonged t o  
t h e  Vietnamese. You know, t h e y ' d  prov ide  us  w i t h  equipment,  
b u t  we d id  have one t y p e w r i t e r .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Who worked t h a t  t y p e w r i t e r  when i t  w a s  worked? 
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A. Oh, myse l f ,  and I d o n ' t  know whether  Captain  
RODRIGUEZ e v e r  d i d .  I b e l i e v e  he  probably used it sometimes 
t o  w r i t e  up r e p o r t s  w i th .  M r .  SITTIG, I t h i n k  he  used it  
q u i t e  a b i t .  Tha t  would be  about  a l l  t h a t  used it. 

I0 : How about  t h e  medic? 

A .  The medic? 

Q Y e s .  

A. H e  u s u a l l y  made monthly r e p o r t s  f o r  equipment,  b u t  
I t h i n k  he wro te  h i s  o u t  i n  longhand. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he  typed.  

Q Who used t o  t y p e  your  monthly d i s t r i c t  r e p o r t s ?  

A. Capta in  RODRIGUEZ typed  it. You mean, l i k e ,  what 
v i l l a g e s  belonged t o  t h e  VC? 

Q W e l l ,  you used t o  have t o  w r i t e  o u t  your  HES r e p o r t s ,
f o r  example, t hen  you would have t o  w r i t e  an a n a l y s i s .  You a l s o  
had t o  e x p l a i n  what you d i d  f o r  c i v i c  a c t i o n ;  you had t o  e x p l a i n  3 
what you d i d  PSYOPS; you had t o  e x p l a i n  what you d i d  DIOCC,  you-- 'A? 

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Right ,  t h a t ' s  what I used it f o r ,  0 
PSYOPS. I t h i n k  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ used it t h e  most,  I would C3 
t h i n k .  

MR MACCRATE: What k i n d  o f  f i l e s  d i d  you keep a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
headqua r t e r s?  

A. W e l l ,  w e  had f i l e s  on i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  w e  
would g e t .  W e  k e p t  t h e  ones  from t h e  Na t iona l  P o l i c e ,  t h e  ones  
from t h e  r e g u l a r  M i l i t a r y  channels--

I0 : ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Did you keep t h o s e ,  o r  would t h o s e  be 
k e p t  i n  t h e  DIOCC? 

A .  A t  one t i m e ,  w e  had o u r  o p e r a t i o n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
t y p e  down i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and we were up on t h e  h i l l .  Then w e  
moved o u t ,  moved a l l  o u r  s t u f f  up on t h e  h i l l .  W e  b u i l t  under-
ground bunkers.  W e  moved e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e r e  i n  a f i l i n g  cab-
i n e t .  

Did you do t h a t  r i g h t  a f t e r  Te t ?  

14 
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A. Well, t h a t  was r i g h t  around t h a t  t i m e .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

W e  k e p t  f i l e s  l i k e  t h a t  i n  t h e r e .  W e  d i d n ' t  have t o o  e l a b o r a t e  

a f i l i n g  system. 


Q- Where was your DIOCC l o c a t e d ?  Was i t  l o c a t e d  down 
i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  on t h e  h i l l ?  

A. I t  w a s  l o c a t e d  down i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  i n  t h e  V i e t -
namese compound t h a t  was i n s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

MR MACCRATE: You s t a r t e d  t o  mention t h a t  you thought  you had 
seen a f u l l  c o l o n e l  v i s i t  a t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  Do you r e c a l l  
who t h a t  was? 

A. No, s ir ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  where he w a s  from. I t  seems 
l i k e  he may have been t h e  one t h a t  took  Colonel  BARKER'S p l a c e .  
Colonel  BARKER g o t  k i l l e d  i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  c r a s h .  Someone took 
h i s  p l a c e ,  and I t h i n k  h e  may have been t h e  one t h a t  came down 
t o  v i s i t  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  r e c a l l  who. 

Q. What w a s  t h e  f a r t h e s t  e a s t  t h a t  you y o u r s e l f  e v e r  
moved e a s t  of Route 1, Highway l ?  

A. I t h i n k  probably o u t  h e r e  i n  Son Hoi, An Loc. I 
t h i n k  maybe Son H o i .  There was one h i l l  w e  w e r e  on ,  and, w e l l ,  
Son My. I t h i n k  Son Hoi was probably  t h e  f a r t h e s t  e a s t .  

Q- You s a y  t h e r e  w a s  a  h i l l  t h e r e ?  Was t h a t  h i l l  i m -
media te ly  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of  where t h e  c o o r d i n a t e  77 appears  on 
t h e  map t h e r e  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  E x h i b i t  MAP-l)? I t  looks  l i k e  t h e  
number 1 0  above t h a t .  

A. No, t h i s  h i l l  was down by t h i s  r i v e r .  W e  could  look 
down t o  t h e  r i v e r  from it. 
he re .  

It may have been Nui Ngang, r i g h t  

I0 : J u s t  nor thwes t  o f  My Khe ( 2 ) ?  

A .  
t h e  e a s t  o f  

Right ,  
it. 

h e r e  a t  7276.  My Khe ( 2 ) ,  r i g h t  j u s t  t o  

MR MACCRATE: Do you remember t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  was going on 
a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  Colonel  BARKER was k i l l e d  i n  t h e  c o l l i s i o n  o f  
t h e  a i r c r a f t ?  
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A. Y e s ,  sir. Well,  I d o n ' t  remember what a l l  whs going 
on,  b u t  I t h i n k  t h e  American u n i t  was t r y i n g  t o  come down from 
t h e  n o r t h ,  t h i s  way, a long  t h e  c o a s t  he re .  I d o n ' t  know what 
p o r t i o n  of  t h e  Vietnamese were supposed t o  be s t a n d i n g  a long  
t h i s  way t o  b lock  as a b lock ing  f o r c e ,  and w e  w e r e  o u t ,  I t h i n k ,  
t h e  day t h a t  Colonel  BARKER g o t  k i l l e d .  W e  were o u t ,  b u t  w e  had 
come back i n  t o  Son Tinh,  and then  L ieu tenan t  DAWKINS and I went 
back o u t  f o r  t h e  n i g h t ,  and we went up on Nui Tien r i g h t  h e r e  
( r e f e r r i n g  t o  E x h i b i t  M A P - l ) ,  and we set  up communication. 

Q The- h i l l  e a s t - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The h i l l  d i r e c t l y  e a s t  o f  Son Tinh. 
The t a l l - - t h e r e  w a s  a Buddhist  camp o r  Buddhist  p l a c e  up on 
t o p  o f  t h e  h i l l .  

Q Was t h e r e  a monastery up t h e r e ?  

A .  Monastery? Right ,  sir. 

Q W e l l ,  w a s  t h a t  known a s  Monastery H i l l ,  or  w a s  
Monastery H i l l  up t o  t h e  n o r t h ?  

A. That  was known as what w e  c a l l e d  Buddha H i l l .  

Q- You c a l l e d  it what? 

A. It w a s  j u s t  d i r e c t l y  e a s t  of  o u r  a r e a  t h e r e .  I 
d o n ' t  see it r i g h t  now. 

Q Nui Tien? 

A. Nui Tien ,  r i g h t  t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  it, r i g h t  
t h e r e .  I t ' s  t h e  t a l l e s t  one around.  They had a rock q u a r r y  
around t h e  h i l l .  You know, you can go up and buy rocks  and 
t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s ,  and t h e r e  w a s  a Buddhist monastery on t o p  
of  it. 

I0: Q u i t e  a promontory? 

A. Right .  I t ' s  about  t h e  b i g g e s t .  I guess  i t ' s  about  
t h e  t a l l e s t  h i l l  around t h e  a r e a .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  it r i g h t  
t h e r e ,  Nui Tien.  
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bU? MACCRATE: W e l l ,  do you remember be ing  o u t  f a r t h e r  a long  
Route 521 du r ing  t h e  day t h a t  Colonel  BARKER was k i l l e d ?  

10: U p  i n  t h e  a r e a  of what t hey  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  ..
C i t a d e l ?  

A. The C i t a d e l ,  r i g h t .  
1 

Q. . You can s e e  t h e  c i t a d e l  t h e r e .  I t  shows very  ' 

p l a i n l y .  I t ' s  t h e  b i g  square  a r e a  t h e r e .  

A .  Right  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  on E x h i b i t  MAP-l)? 

Q. Y e s .  

A .  W e  were o u t  c l o s e s .  Seems l i k e  we were f a r t h e r  
o u t  over  he re .  Anyway, we were o u t  t h e r e ,  and t h e n  we came 
back. I b e l i e v e  t h e  c r a s h  happened i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o r  some- 
t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  and they had some p a t r o l s  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t o  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and some of  t h e  a d v i s o r s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  from prov- 
i n c e  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  W e  s e t  up a communications bunker,  
s o r t  of l i k e  a remote c o n t r o l  s t a t i o n  between t h e  p a t r o l s  and 
Quang Ngai, t o  r e l a y  messages, e t  c e t e r a .  

MK PiACCKATE: Do you remember s e e i n g  Colonel  K H I E N ,  t n e  prov ince  
c h i e f ,  o u t  t h e r e  t h a t  day? 

A. No, sir. 


I0: How about  Colonel  GREEN? Did you s e e  him o u t  t h e r e  
t h a t  day? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. H e  was on Buddha ill when w e  came up, 
and then  I b e l i e v e  he  l e f t .  We s t a y e d  t h e r e  a l l  n i g h t ;  he 
l e f t  and went back. 

MR MACCRATE: D o  you know a M r .  RESSEGUIE, R-E-S-S-E-G-U-I-E, 
Robert RESSEGUIE, I b e l i e v e ?  

A. Righ t ,  "Cowboy B i l l ,  " I , t h ink  w e  c a l l e d  him. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q . Did he from t i m e  t o  t i m e  come t o  sbn Tinh headqua r t e r s?  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Back i n  J u l y  1967, he used t o  s t a y  on 
t h e  h i l l  w i t h  us ,  and then ,  he d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h e r e  a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  
b u t  sometime he  came up and s t a y e d  2 o r  3 days,  and then  he 
l e f t  again.  Then he moved h i s  ope ra t ion  f a r t h e r  up, I t h i n k  
t o  Binh Son, somewhere i n  t h a t  a r e a ;  and he s t a y e d  up t h e r e  a 
while .  M r .  SITTIG came and he s t ayed  around t h e r e  f o r  a wh i l e ,  
then he moved t o  Quang Ngai, b u t  "Cowboy B i l l , "  he came back 
down now and then  t o  v i s i t  us. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of s e e i n g  him around 
headquar te rs  a long about  March o r  A p r i l  1968? 

A. I d o n ' t ,  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  No, s ir .  Like I say ,  he 
came back now and then .  About t h e  end of t h e  t ime t h a t  I was 
t h e r e ,  maybe I ' d  seen  him about t h r e e  t i m e s ,  I guess ,  i n  t h e  
l a s t  6 months t h a t  I was t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  when. 

I0: You d o n ' t  remember any of t h e s e  r e p o r t s  o r  anyth ing  
about any of t h e s e  papers  and s o  f o r t h ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I ' m  a f r a i d  not .  

Q- Well, a s  you know, because of t h e  n a t u r e  of ou r  
i n q u i r y ,  which i s  i n t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  process  t o  f i n d  o u t  
i f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was r e p o r t e d  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  o r  n o t ;  when t h e  
r e p o r t s  w e r e  r ece ived ,  were they reviewed p rope r ly  o r  no t ;  and 
whether a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n  was taken ,  t h a t  i s  why w e ' r e  ask ing  
a l l  t h e s e  ques t ions  about t h e s e  papers  which may have been 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i L \  it. NCW, unCI~)-&teCI1:7, tcday r ~ ehave given 170u 
informat ion  which you d i d  n o t  have,  b u t  t h i s  a l s o  may go i n  
p l a c e  a longs ide  of o t h e r  in format ion  you have s t o r e d  way back 
i n  t h e  back of your mind, and t h i s  may r e f r e s h  your memory 
somewhat t o  some of t h e s e  events  which may have t r a n s p i r e d .  So 
i f  you do r e c o l l e c t  anyth ing  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  t h a t  you saw o r  t h a t  
you heard ,  we'd l i k e  very  much t o  have you g e t  i n  touch wi th  us. 
Major LYNN w i l l  t e l l  you how t o  do t h a t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i f  you 
have any pape r s ,  any maps, any photographs,  memoranda, l e t te rs ,  
o r  anything of t h i s  n a t u r e  which b e a r  upon t h i s  problem and t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of it, we'd l i k e  t o  have those .  Can you t h i n k  of 
any a t  the p r e s e n t  t ime? 

A. No, sir .  

Q W e ' l l  g i v e  you an oppor tuni ty  a t  t h i s  t i m e  i f  you 
so d e s i r e  t o  ask any ques t ions  t h a t  you may l i k e  t o  ask f o r  
c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o r  i f  you would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  a s t a t emen t  i n t o  
t h e  record .  
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A. No, s i r .  

MR MACCRATE: May I ask you one q u e s t i o n ,  Se rgean t  CRADDOCK? 
p r i o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  you l e f t  i n  June 1968, d i d  you t a k e  any 
s t e p s  t o  c l e a n  t h e  f i l e s ,  p u t  t h e  f i l e s  i n  o r d e r ,  and perhaps  
send some o f  t h e  f i l e  m a t e r i a l  from d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s  t o  
a r e p o s i t o r y  h e r e  i n  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s ?  

A. N O ,  sir.  The on ly  a c t i o n  I took when I l e f t  was 

I wrote  a b r i e f  summary f o r  whoever was going t o  t a k e  my p l a c e ,  

you know, and t e l l  him what I had accomplished and e t  c e t e r a ,  

and what w a s  going on and who t o  go c o n t a c t  and t h i n g s  l i k e  

t h a t .  I d i d n ' t  change any f i l e s  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime.  

1970.)  
(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1427 h o u r s ,  20 January 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: DAMJXINS, Clarence  J. CPT 

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 2 3  January  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: I n t e l l i g e n c e  ~ d v i s o r ,  
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  Republic o f  Vietnam. 

1. KNOWLEDGE OF ALLEGATIONS. 

a.  Discuss ions .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he  can recall  a d i s c u s s i o n  
concernj_ng t h e  a l l e g e d  L n c i d e n t  with L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  
GAVIN and Capta in  RODRIGUEZ (pg. 4 )  . H e  b e l i e v e d  from 
t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  GAVIN and RODRIGUEZ had a l r e a d y  t a l k e d  
about  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  (pg. 1 2 ) .  H e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e  
d i s c u s s i o n  c e n t e r e d  on t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  300 t o  4 0 0  persons  
having been k i l l e d  (pgs .  5 ,  6 ) .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  m a t t e r  t h a t  he can r e c a l l  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  
w a s  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  a mass 
k i l l i n g  and t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  90 p e r c e n t  of  t h e  houses i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  had a c t u a l l y  happened (pg. 12 )  . The w i t n e s s  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  e v e r  nea r ing  t h e  f i g u r e s  128 VC K I A ,  two U.S. 
k i l l e d ,  11 U.S. wounded, and t h r e e  weapons c a p t u r e d  
(pg. 21 ) .  , 

b. Documents. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he vaguely r e c a l l e d  s e e i n g  
an a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  many people  w e r e  k i l l e d  and 90 p e r c e n t  of an 
v i l l a g e  des t royed .  H e  cou ld  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  s o u r c e  of  t h i s  
in format ion  (pgs . 8 ,  9 )  . H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  d i s b e l i e v e d  
t h i s  VC propaganda say ing  s o  many people  w e r e  k i l l e d ,  be-
cause  h e  had hea rd  no r e p o r t s  about  it from any o t h e r  
source  (pgs . 29, 30) . ~ x h i b i t s  shown t o  t h e  w i t n e s s  a r e  
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l i s t e d  below. 

c. Act ion.  

T h e  w i t n e s s  recall& thatRODRIGUEZ w a s  doing most 
o f  t h e  work concerning t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s .  H e  d i d  n o t  know 
who a s s i s t e d  RODRIGUEZ in t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  any documents, 
b u t  thought  it w a s  probably T U ,  t h e  team's  i n t e r p r e t e r  (pgs . 6-8),  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  whether o r  n o t  L ieu t enan t  Colonel  GAVIN 
spoke w i t h  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  BARKER about  t h i s  m a t t e r  
(pgs.13,  1 4 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  remember any d i s c u s s i o n  between 
G U I N N  and e i t h e r  GAVIN o r  RODRIGUEZ (pgs. 13 ,  1 4 ) .  H e  
s t a t e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  he  knew o f  no in format icnbe ing  passed  
from GAVIN t o  t h e  American a d v i s o r s  a t  Quang Ngai (pg. 1 4 ) .  

2. INFORMATION PASSED TO VIETNAMESE. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any in format ion  be ing  
passed  from GAVIN and RODRIGUEZ t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  o r  
d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  concerning t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s  (pgs .  13 ,  31 ) .  
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  Quang ~ g a i  Province 
Chief w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u p s e t  about  t h e  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t  
(pg. 2 8 ) .  

, 
3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. 1nves t i g a t i o n s  . 
The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he  had n o t  hea rd  o f  

any ARVN o r  U.S. i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t a k i n g  p l a c e  concerning t h e  
1 6 t h  o f  March o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 28) . 

b . P r i o r  knowledge of  .tl?e.ioperatfon. 

The w i t n e s s  had no p a r t i c u l a r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p l a n s  
of t h e  1 6 t h  o f  March o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 32)  . H e  spoke about  
o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  had been planned i n  th is  a r e a ,  b u t  
knew no th ing  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  about  t h e  one i n  i s s u e  (pgs.  3 4 - 3 6 ) .  

C. Personnel .  ., 

T h e  w i t n e s s  no ted  t h a t  he worked under Colonel  G V I N  
and coo rd ina t ed  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  M r .  RAMSDELL, a c i v i l i a n  
(pg. 2 ) .  H e  added t h a t  he  f e l t  GAVIN had a c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  

w i t h  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  know i f  he took any 
a c t i o n  i n  r ega rd  t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  a t r o c i t i e s  (pg. 9 ) .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  0920 hours ,  23 January 
1970.) 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  c.ome t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  are p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, MR 
MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  w i t n e s s  i s  Captain  Clarence DAWKINS. 

(CPT DAWKINS w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  : )  

Capta in  DAWKINS, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  would you p l e a s e  
s ta te  your  f u l l  name, g rade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, organiza-
t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. 	 C la rence  Jackson DAWKINS, Capta in ,  U.S. Army, 
, 26th NORAD Region, Luke A i r  Force Base, Arizona.  

10: Capta in  DAWKINS, have you had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
r e a d  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A. 	 Yas, s ir .  

Q. Do you unders tand  them, o r  do you have any 
q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. 	 I unders tand  them, s i r .  

Q - 	 You have no q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. 	 No, sir. 

9- Capta in  DAWKINS, on my l e f t  is  M r .  Robert  MACCRATE, 
who has  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army 
t o  a s s i s t  me and o t h e r  people  i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y  i n  t h e  conduct  
of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  t o  p rov ide  l e g a l  counse l  t o  us .  
On my r i g h t  i s  Colonel  ARMSTRONG, an Army c o l o n e l  who has  
been d e s i g n a t e d  by t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  t o  s e r v e  
as  an a s s i s t a n t  t o  me i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Each of t h e s e  
gentlemen may addres s  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you t h i s  morning. W e  
a l s o  have o t h e r  groups such a s  t h i s  who are t a k i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  
tes t imony from o t h e r s .  I n  the f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  however, I w i l l  
have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p u t t i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  t o g e t h e r  
and making t h e  f i n d i n g s  and t h e  recommendations. 
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A s  a m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r ,  you a r e  ordered  n o t  t o  
d i s c u s s  your tes t imony h e r e  t h i s  morning w i t h  o t h e r s ,  
i nc lud ing  any o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  who may appear  b e f o r e  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  w i t n e s s e s ,  excep t ,  of course ,  a s  you may 
be r equ i red  t o  do s o  i n  t h e  performance of  o f f i c i a l  duty 
o r  a s  may be necessary  b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  adminis-
t r a t i v e ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. I ' l l  exp la in  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  
t o  you. I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  one of  t h e  committees of 
Congress may want you t o  appear  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
the i n v e s t i g a t i n g  subcommittee of t h e  House Armed Se rv ices  
Committee. They have an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  which i s  underway, 
and they may p o s s i b l y  want you t o  appear. I f  such be the 
case ,  no th ing  t h a t  happens h e r e  would prec lude  you from 
t e s t i f y i n g  t h e r e .  To my knowledge, you have n o t  been c i t e d  
o r  cau t ioned  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  cour t -
m a r t i a l  ca se  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Cal ley ,- o r  i n  any of 
t h e  gene ra l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  ca ses  which may r e s u l t  from the 
My Lai i n c i d e n t .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. I t h i n k  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  you be ing  c a l l e d  i s  
remote, b u t  i n  t h e  even t  you a r e  c i t e d  by such a judge, your  
test imony h e r e  would i n  no way change e i t h e r  t h e  e f f e c t  o r  
t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of t hose  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  Do you have any 
ques t ions  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q Captain  DAWKINS,  would you g ive  us your  duty
assignment i n  mid-March , 1968? 

A. S i r ,  I was t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  adv i so r  f o r  the 
Son Tinh ~ i s t r i c t ,Quang Ngai Province,  Republic of South 
Vietnam. 

Q. Who d i d  you work f o r  d i r e c t l y ?  

A. D i r e c t l y ,  s i r ,  my s e n i o r  adv i so r  was L ieu tenan t  
Colonel David GAVIN . 
Q Who a l s o  d i d  you work wi th  i n  t e r m s  of coord ina t ing  
your a c t i v i t i e s ?  

A. There was a c i v i l i a n  by t h e  name of  Bob RAMSDELL, 
sir.  
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Q How long had you been i n  t h a t  capac i ty  up t o  t h a t  
time? We're t a l k i n g  a l ; ~ u tMarch. When d i d  you t a k e  over t h e  
assignment? 

A. On 1 2  December 1 96 8 ,  sir.  

Q. Had you s e t  up a D I O C  by t h a t  time? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. This  i s  December 1 9 6 7  I b e l i e v e  you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  
t o ,  a r e  you no t?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- By March, you were j u s t  s t a r t i n g  t o  g e t  your
DIOC formed? 

A. 
DIOC.  

Yes, s i r .  We were beginning t o  f u n c t i o n  as  a 

Q. How long a f t e r  t h a t  t ime,  c a p t a i n  DAWKINS, d i d  
you se rve  i n  t h i s  capaci ty?  

A .  U n t i l  6 November 1968. 

Q e  You served about a year  then? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Since t h i s  mat ter  of t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  became 
a mat ter  of p u b l i c  knowledge l a s t  y e a r ,  about 5 months ago, 
roughly, September o r  October 1 9 6 9 ,  have you had any 
conversat ions with any of t h e  people with whom you worked 
i n  t h e  advisory group a t  Son Tinh and Quang Ngai, o r  people 
with t h e  America1 Divis ion o r  anybody who was assoc ia ted  
with t h e  o rgan iza t ion  a t  t h a t  time? 

A - No, sir ,  I have n o t .  

( I0 requegted Exh ib i t  M-30. ) 

Q- I have here  a s ta tement  which i s  s igned by
Captain Angel RODRIGUEZ, dated 1 4  ~ p r i l .  his is a photo-
s t a t  of t h e  copy which we have seen.  It i s  no t  t o o  l e g i b l e ,  
but  underneath i s  a t r u e  copy. I would ask i f  you have 
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seen t h i s  s ta tement?  

(The wi tness  examined Exh ib i t  M-30.) 

Don 't g e t  nervous now. J u s t  be calm. 

A l l  r i g h t ,  s i x .  

I r e c a l l  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a t  t h a t  t ime,  sir ,  b u t  
I do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I have seen t h e  r e p o r t .  No, s ir .  

Q. Well, l e t  me show you another  r e p o r t .  

(I0 requested t h e  r e p o r t  of 11 A p r i l ,  Exhib i t  
M-34.) 

Captain DAWKINS, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you r e c a l l  
t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  bu t  you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  paper.  W i l l  you t e l l  
us what you r e c a l l  of t h e  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. J u s t  t h e  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t a l k i n g  about t h e  
i n c i d e n t ,  s i r ,  t h a t  t h e  a l l eged  k i l l i n g s  had occurred. 
A s  f a r  as t h e  a c t u a l i t y ,  s i r ,  I know nothing of t h a t ,  

Q Well, I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  out  what went on 
a t  S O I ~Tiill? G i s  tric-l;, and t h a t  ' s  t'ne reason I 've g o t  
you here .  A s  you can s e e ,  we know more than  a l i t t l e  
s o  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  put  a few more p ieces  t o g e t h e r  here .  
When d i d  you t a l k  about t h i s ,  and who was doing t h e  
t a l k i n g ?  

A. The d i scuss ion  t h a t  I had about it, s i r ,  
is d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e c a l l ,  bu t  it was wi th in  our  advisory 
team, n o t  around i n  t h e  a r e a  o r  with anyone i n  h igher  
headquarters .  

Q. Who i n  t h e  team was t a l k i n g ?  Do you remember 
t h e  circumstances? 

A. The circumstances , no, sir.  I t  was j u s t  a 
d iscuss ion .  Well, t h i s  had been brought up with Lieutenant  
Colonel GAVIN, and Captain RODRIGUEZ and myself . 
Q Well, now, a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime,  where was 
Major GAVIN? D o  you remember t h e  days he was t h e r e  and 
when he was gone? Didn ' t  he have an extens ion  leave  about 
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t h a t  time? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir.  

MR MACCRATE: There 1s a record ,  Captain DAWKINS,  t h a t  Major 
GAVIN was on leave from 15 t o  2 2  Apr i l ,  and we do not  have 
a t  t h i s  t ime t h e  da tes  t h a t  Major GAVIN was n e c e s s a r i l y  
away, b u t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  record  i n d i c a t e s  leave  f o r  those days. 
I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  w i l l  r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  o r  n o t ,  
b u t  they  a r e  l i s t e d  as  d a t e s  of leave  i n  o f f i c i a l  records.  

I0 : Do you remember Major GAVIN going home on leave  
and g e t t i n g  married? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- W e l l ,  do you remember when he came back? 

A. The d a t e s ,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t  remember. 

Q. Do you remember 1 4  Apr i l  be ing  Eas ter?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Do you remember him coming back t h a t  day? 

A. No, sir. 

Q He was t h e r e  when you were doing the  t a l k i n g
though? 

A. W e  had t a lked  about t h i s .  

Q. 
t h i s ?  

Do you remember t a l k i n g  t o  Major GAVIN about 

A. Right ,  s ir .  I remember it being  mentioned 
wi th in  t h e  team. Yes, sir.  

Q Now, what was mentioned? 

A. 
been done. 

J u s t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e s e  k i l l i n g s  had a l l eged ly  

Q. How many k i l l i n g s ?  Did they t a l k  about how 
many women and ch i ld ren?  
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A .  Between 300 and 400. And I t h i n k  Capta in  
RODRIGUEZ w a s  doing most of  t h e  work on this  t h i n g .  

Q- Did you t a l k  t o  your  i n t e l l i g e n c e  people  about 
t h i s  a t  a l l ?  

A.  There w a s  no d i s c u s s i o n  about  t h i s  between 
myself and t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  peop le ,  no ,  s i r .  

Q- How about wi th  your  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ?  Did you
work wi th  him q u i t e  c l o s e l y ?  

A. No, s i r ,  o t h e r  t han  j u s t  g e t t i n g  some in fo rma t ion  
a t  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s .  A s  f a r  as be ing  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  him, no,  
sir. 

Q You knew L ieu tenan t  TAN, though? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Did he g e t  a long  w e l l  wi th  t h e  team up t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  There w a s  no apparen t  c o n f l i c t s  
between t h e  team and t h e  Vietnamese c o u n t e r p a r t .  

Q What o t h e r  people  xorked up t h e r e  w i t h  you? 

A. S i r ,  t h e r e  was S t a f f  Sergeant  WILLIS. 

Q- Who e l s e ?  

A. I t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  remember. There was a Sergeant  
DAVIS. 

Q. What was WILLIS ' job? 

A. WILLIS w a s  t h e  t a c t i c s . .  .. 
Q H e  w a s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  NCO? 

A. Right, t a c t i c s  a d v i s o r  t o  the v i l l a g e  and hamlet .  

Q- Which v i l l a g e  and hamlet? 

A.  Within t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  s ir .  

Q- And DAVIS? 
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A .  Sergeant  DAVIS, s i r ,  was a member of t h e  new teams 
t h a t  w e r e  added j u s t  p r i o r  t o  o r  s h o r t l y  before  I came back. 

Q; You're r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  mobile advisory team? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- You also had a medic up t h e r e  d i d n ' t  you, and d i d n ' t  
you have a r a d i o  opera tor?  

A. Yes, s i r .  LEGGE, PFC LEGGE was the  r a d i o  opera to r .  

Q PFC? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q And who was your medic? 

A .. S t a f f  Sergeant  NEWMAN, s i r .  

Q. Have any c i v i l i a n s  up t h e r e  as we l l ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  names--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  How about a M r .  SITTIG? 

A .  B i l l ,  B i l l  SITTIG, yes .  

Q . Were WILLIS, LEGGE, NEWMAN i n  on any of t h i s  d i s -
cussion? 

A. N o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  no, s i r .  

Q. How about M r .  SITTIG? 

A. ~ o twi th  m e ,  s ir .  

Q- N o t  wi th  you. D o  you know who d i d  t h e  work on t h i s  
paper f o r  Captain RODRIGUEZ? 

A .  No, sir ,  I do not .  

Q* 
done t h a t  

The translation 
f o r  him? 

document, 
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A. I t  probably would have been our  team adv i so r ,  s i r ,  
and h i s  name was TU.  

a* Do you m a n  adv i so r  o r  i n t e r p r e t e r ?  

A. I n t e r p r e t e r  f o r  our  team, sir. 

Q Sergeant? 

A. Right. 

MR MACCRATE: F i r s t  name? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r .  We had t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  ones,  
and two of them were named TU--

I0: ( In te rpos ing)  And one was named t h r e e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. I wish you'd t h i n k  r e a l  hard.  Now, d i d  you g e t  any
i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  chief  was r e a l l y  d i s t u r b e d  by t h i s ?  

A. As b e s t  I can r e c a l l ,  no, sir.  I do no t .  

Q. Did you ever see t h e  r e p o r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ?  

A. No, sir.  I don 't r e c a l l  s ee ing  h i s  r e p o r t .  

Q Do you know t h e  name of t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ?  

A. S i r ,  I do n o t .  

Q • Would t h e  name M r .  LUYEN r e f r e s h  you? 

A. NO, sir.  

Q. Now h e r e  is  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  Captain DAWKINS, which 
has been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record a s  Exhib i t  M-49, and I would 
ask i f  you saw t h i s  document, which you n o t i c e  is  da ted  22 
March P968? Please look a t  t h e  Vietnamese v e r s i o n ,  too .  

A. S i r ,  s ee ing  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  document, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
see ing  t h i s  one, b u t  t h e  phrase,  "Besides persons k i l l e d ,  an-
imals ,  proper ty ,  and houses were 90  percent  des t royed.  " 
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I vaguely remember see ing  t h i s  s ta tement .  That it was on t h i s  
s p e c i f i c  document I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  But I do remember t h i s  
"property and houses were 90  percent  destroyed.  " 

Q. Was Major GAVIN p r e t t y  upse t  by t h i s  r e p o r t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  no t  upset .  It  does c r e a t e  some problem 
when you have t o  g e t  with your d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  and g e t  i n t o  t h i s  
t h i n g  and f i n d  o u t  exac t ly  what ' s  going on and what happened. 

Q. Did anybody r e a l l y  push t h i s ?  

A. That I know o f ,  a s  f a r  a s  r e a l l y  pushing it, no, 
s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anybody r e a l l y  pushing it. Colonel GAVIN 
was more c l o s e l y  a s soc ia ted  with t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  than  I was. 
A s  t o  t h e i r  a c t i o n s ,  I don ' t know. 

Q. I nave here  a r e p o r t  of 11 Apr i l  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  
ch ie f  t o  t h e  province chief  which has been en te red  i n t o  t h e  
record  as  Exhib i t  M-34. You can s e e  t h e  Vietnamese ve r s ion  
underneath, which I th ink  i s  important t o  see .  Do you speak, 
r ead ,  o r  w r i t e  Vietnamese? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q - Have you seen t h i s  document? 

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h i s  document, sir. 

Q. You w i l l  n o t i c e  here  t h a t  a copy of  it went t o  t h e  
2d ARVN Divis ion.  You ' l l  a l s o  n o t i c e  t h a t  a copy of it went t o  
MACV, Quang Ngai Sec tor .  So no t  only was it known by t h e  
Americans a t  Son Tinh, bu t  it had t o  be known by some Americans 
a t  s e c t o r  headquar ters .  

A. I f  t h e  copy d i d  go, s ir .  

Q - I f  t h e  copy were de l ivered .  Now, y o u ' l l  a l s o  n o t i c e  
on t h e  f i r s t  document t h a t  I gave you t h a t  it r e f e r s  t o  both  
of t h e s e  i n  t h e  opening p a r t  of it. I f  you look a t  t h e  second 
page where you can read it, it says ,  "To t h e  l e t t e r  from t h e  
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  ch ief  t o  t h e  Quang Ngai Province c h i e f ,  
dated 11 Apr i l . "  I n  t h e  second paragraph it says t h a t  
t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  ch ie f  rece ived  a le t ter  from t h e  
v i l l a g e  ch ie f  of Son My v i l l a g e  conta in ing  t h e  co.mplaint 
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of t h e  k i l l i n g  of  490 c i v i l i a n s  i n c l u d i n g  c h i l d r e n  and women 
by American t r o o p s .  So, t h i s  aocument t h a t  w e  are t a l k i n g  
about ,  s i gned  by Captain  RODRIGUEZ, r e f e r s  t o  t h i s  document, 
and he a l s o  refers t o  - th i s  document. To your  knowledge, d i d  
Captain  RODRIGUEZ have cop ie s  of  t h e s e  documents? Did he 
d i s c u s s  them w i t h  you? 

A. No, s ir .  To my knowledge, he d i d  n o t .  

Q Why do you t h i n k  down h e r e  i n  t h e  t h i r d  paragraph ,
Captain  RODRIGUEZ s a y s ,  "The l e t t e r  w a s  n o t  g iven  much i m -
por tance  by t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  b u t  it was s e n t  t o  t h e  Quang 
Ngai Province c h i e f " ?  Why do you t h i n k  t h a t  s t a t e m e n t  w a s  made? 

A. To m e ,  s i r ,  it i m p l i e s  Captain  RODRIGUEZ'S  ob-
servance  of  t h e  Son Tinh Dis t r ic t  c h i e f  i n  h i s  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  
t h i s  m a t t e r .  This  may be Captain  RODRIGUEZ'S  pe r sona l  op in ion .  

Q When you were t a l k i n g  w i t h  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ and 
Major GAVIN, was Captain  TAN a l s o  i n  on t h e  d i s c u s s i o n ?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember him b e i n g  i n  on t h e  d i s -
cus s ion  when we t a l k e d  about  it our se lves .  

Q- W e l l ,  f o r  your i n fo rma t ion ,  I know from t a l k i n g  t o  
Captain TAN that he  knows about this paragraph, and I a l s o  know 
t h a t  he  t a l k e d  t o  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ about  t h a t  paragraph t h e r e .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q- So there was some d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  ensued,  and what 
I ' m  a sk ing  i s  if,by chance,  you were p r e s e n t  when t h i s  went on 
o r  whether you became p r i v y  t o  i t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I w a s  n o t  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  be-
tween Capta in  RODRIGUEZ and L ieu tenan t  TAN, o r  L ieu t enan t  Col-
o n e l  GAVIN and L ieu tenan t  TAN. 

Q Where w a s  your  D I O C  l o c a t e d ?  

A. The D I O C  w a s  down i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s .  

Q You s p e n t  most of t h e  day down t h e r e  t hen?  Is 
t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  
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A. Most of my t i m e  would be s p e n t  down i n  t h e  DIOC.  
Occasionally when t h e  t3am went on opera t ions  wi th  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f ,  I a t tended as  many a s  p o s s i b l e  without  my c i v i l i a n  boss 
t e l l i n g  me t h a t  i t ' s  not  my job t o  do t h i s ,  t h a t  I ' m  supposed 
t o  be a t  D I O C .  

Q But you d i d ,  as  a  p a r t  of your func t ion ,  t r y  t o  
accompany some of t h e  opera t ions  t h a t  had t o  do wi th  t h e  elim-
i n a t i o n  of t h e  VCI? 

A.  No, s i r ,  I d i d  n o t  accompany t h e  opera t ions  f o r  
t h a t .  

Q What kind of opera t ions  d i d  you accompany? 

A .  These were team opera t ions ,  s ir ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  opera-
t i o n s .  

Q- Well, exp la in  t h a t  t o  me, w i l l  you? 

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  The opera t ions  t h a t  I a t tended 
were t h e  opera t ions  t h a t  were c a l l e d  by t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  
He planned t h e  opera t ions ;  he drew up t h e  p lans ;  and then as 

to .i;iie disi;i.ict &-,ie?, -we- - aceoriyaiiied hiiii 01-, iiis 

opera t ions .  

Q. These a r e  opera t ions  employing t h e  R F  and PF? 
Is t h a t  what you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

MR MACCRATE: I r e a l i z e ,  Captain DAWKINS, we ' r e  ask ing  you t o  
go back a number of months, bu t  it would be h e l p f u l  i f  you 
could gp back t o  t h e  d iscuss ions  wi th  Major GAVIN and Captain 
RODRIGUEZ and t r y  t o  r e c a l l  how t h i s  s u b j e c t  f i r s t  was r a i s e d ,  
by whom it was r a i s e d ,  and how it came about ,  as b e s t  you can 
r e c a l l  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A.  I t ' s  d i f f i c u l t ,  s i r ,  t o  go back t h a t  f a r ,  but  
a s  f a r  a s  f i r s t  coming i n t o  e x i s t e n c e ,  I would assume, and 
t h i s  i s  an assumption on my p a r t ,  t h a t  t h i s  ma t t e r  was 
brought  t o  Colonel GAVIN by t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  by Lieutenant  
TAN. A s  f a r  a s  t h e i r  d i scuss ions ,  Lieutenant  TAN and 
Colonel GAVIN I ' m  speaking o f ,  and Lieutenant  TAN and 
Captain RODRIGUEZ, o r  t h e  t h r e e ,  I have no knowledge 
of t h e i r  d i scuss ions  o r  t h e  a c t u a l  a c t i o n s  t h a t  they  
took on t h i s  ma t t e r .  
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Q But t h e r e  had been,  you would unders tand ,  some 
d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  m a t t e r  by Major GAVIN, b e f o r e  it w a s  
d i scussed  in your presence ,  wi th  Captain RODRIGUEZ? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I 'm s u r e  t h e r e  was, p r i o r  t o  my 
p a r t  in it. 

Q. And do you r e c a l l  when it was r a i s e d  wi th  you? You 
ate t o g e t h e r ,  I suppose,  and sha red  many minutes t o g e t h e r .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  W e  a l l  l i v e d  i n  t h e  same room. 

Q We have r e c e n t l y  v i s i t e d  your o l d  headquar te rs  
and know t h e  r a t h e r  congenia l  sur roundings ,  where everyone was 
r a t h e r  c l o s e  by one another .  Can you r e c a l l  where t h e  con-
v e r s a t i o n  o r  conversa t ions  took p lace  when t h i s  was d i scussed?  

A. I t  w a s  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o r  t h e  room t h a t  w e  l i v e d  
i n  when it was brought  t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  A s  f a r  a s  g e t t i n g  
i n t o  t h e  f a c t s  of what happened and deeply d i s c u s s i n g  what 
happened, I was n o t  involved i n  t h a t  p a r t  of it. I t  was men-
t ioned .  I remember it be ing  t a l k e d  about .  I remember it 
be ing  mentioned between Captain RODRIGUEZ and Major GAVIN a t  
t h a t  t i m e  and myself .  

I0 : TT ---- 1 - L-kle J-1- : 
L l c l t ;  3 ~ ~ ~ ~ r i g iyou Xilev an zlperatioi~liad goiit: 

i n  t h a t  a rea .  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  t h a t  you knew t h a t .  Then you 
g e t  an a l l e g a t i o n  o r  complaint  of t h i s  magnitude. Wasn't 
t h e r e  some d i s c u s s i o n ,  " I s n ' t  t h a t  a h e l l  of a n o t e ? "  o r  
"I wonder i f  t h a t  r e a l l y  d i d  happen?" Was t h i s  j u s t  a p a s s i n g  
i tem of conversa t ion  o r  was t h i s  something t h a t  was r e a l l y  
focused on? 

A. It was something t h a t  was d i scussed .  A s  f a r  a s  
w i t h i n  t h e  team i t s e l f ,  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  p o i n t  o f  d i scuss ion  t h a t  
I remember i s  t h a t  it j u s t  d i d n ' t  happen, t h i s  mass k i l l i n g  
of  4 9 0  people  and 9 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p rope r ty  and houses and 
eve ry th ing  des t royed .  This  i s  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  I remember 
t a l k i n g  about .  I t  j u s t  d idn '  t happen. There ' s  a war going 
on and innocent  people  a r e  going t o  d i e ,  b u t  t h i s  t h i n g  of 
l i n i n g  up 490  people ,  I c a n ' t  b e l i e v e  it. I have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of anything of t h a t  n a t u r e .  

MR MACCRATE: My d i r e c t i o n  a t  t h i s  time is  n o t  s o  much on what 
in format ion  you a c t u a l l y  had,  b u t  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  back t o  
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t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t i m e  w i th  you t o  s e e  i f  we can pu t  t o g e t h e r  
what were some o f  t h e  s t e p s  be ing  t aken .  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
it r a i s e d  a problem, I t h i n k  you s a i d ,  of  g e t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  
w i th  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  t h a t  you r e c a l l  t h i s .  Could you 
e n l a r g e  upon what you mean by t h a t ,  as t o  anyth ing  t h a t  Major 
GAVIN o r  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ s a i d  s o  f a r  as t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  
was concerned.  

A. No, s i r .  A s  f a r  as t h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n s  about  o r  
w i t h  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any o f  it. I w a s  n o t  
involved i n  and of t h e i r  t a l k s  o r  d i s c u s s i o n s  o r  any th ing  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  paperwork o r  w r i t i n g  t h i s  t h i n g  up, r e p o r t i n g  
it, o r  any th ing  of  t h i s  n a t u r e .  

Q. Was t h e r e  any r e f e r e n c e  t o  conve r sa t ions  w i th  
Colonel  BARKER o r  anyone a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  Task Force Barker? 

A. I d o n ' t  unders tand,  sir.  

Q. Was t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  by Major GAVIN o r  by
Captain  RODRIGUEZ t h a t  t hey  had been speaking  wi th  anyone 
a t  LZ D o t t i e  o r  Task Force Barker about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. L i eu t enan t  Colonel  BARKER, s i r ,  d i d  come down 
t o  o u r  l o c a t i o n  s e v e r a l  t imes ,  n o t  a l o t  of  t i m e s ,  b u t  s e v e r a l  
t i m e s .  Whether h e  and Colonel  GAVIN d i s c u s s e d  t h i s ,  s i r ,  I 
d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q - Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  
t a k i n g  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  t o  province headqua r t e r s  i n  Quang Ngai? 

A. No, s i r .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q- Do you remember any d i s c u s s i o n  i n  t h i s  connect ion 
by Major GAVIN o r  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ about  Colonel  GUINN? 

A. No, sir.  I do n o t .  

Q I ' m  s u r e ,  from what you s a i d ,  t h e  impress ion t h a t  
t h i s  made upon you,  Capta in  DAWKINS , t h a t  t h e r e  must have been 
some c o n s i d e r a b l e  conve r sa t ion  a t  this t ime among Major GAVIN 
and Capta in  RODRIGUEZ. I would l i k e  you t o  t h i n k  very c a r e f u l l y  
of j u s t  what they  were s a y i n g  about t h i s .  Were t h e y  t a l k i n g  about 
people  wi th  whom they  w e r e  going t o  d i s c u s s  it o r  were they 
t a l k i n g  about  conve r sa t ions  t hey  a l r e a d y  had wi th  o t h e r s ?  Were 
they  t a l k i n g  about  anyone i n  t h e  11 th  Brigade wi th  whom they  had 
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been speaking ,  o r  down a t  prov ince  headqua r t e r s?  Was t h e r e  a 
problem of  some s o r t  i n  working m a t t e r s  o u t  between d i s t r i c t  
and province?  What k ind  of t h i n g s  were they  s a y i n g  about  
t h i s ,  o t h e r  t h a n  they  j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  it happened? They 
must have been doing something about it. 

A. The c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  s i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it. I ' m  s u r e  
t h a t  t h e r e  was a l o t  of  a s s o c i a t i o n  between Colonel  GAVIN and 
L ieu tenan t  TAN, Capta in  RODRIGUEZ and L i e u t e n a n t  TAN. I was 
n o t  involved  i n  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  o r  i n  t h i s  p lanning .  

Q I unders tand  t h a t ,  b u t  i n  t a l k i n g  wi th  you about 
i t ,  what d i d  t hey  i n d i c a t e  t hey  were doing o r  w i t h  whom t h e y  
had been i n  touch?  

A,  There  w a s  no need t o  d i s c u s s - - i t  w a s  n o t  d i s c u s s e d  
w i t h  me t h e  a c t i o n s  t h a t  were be ing  t aken  on t h i s .  I w a s n ' t  
involved  i n  t h e  paperwork o r  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  between t h e s e  
people .  

Q- W e l l ,  I unders tand you weren ' t involved  i n  t h e  
paperwork and t h i s  w a s n ' t  i n  your  d i r e c t  a r e a  of  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  
b u t  y o u ' r e  s h a r i n g  i n t i m a t e l y  w h a t ' s  going on w i t h  t h e s e  i n -
d i v i d u a l s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  and they  a r e  t e l l i n g  you about a prob-
l e m  t h a t  they have,  I t  j u s t  seems n a t u r a l  t h a t  you would p i c k  
up some i d e a  of  who w a s  t a l k i n g  t o  whom and what t hey  w e r e  
doing about i t ,  what t h e i r  concerns  w e r e .  I f  something l i k e  
t h i s  comes i n  and tilere is Chis d i s c u a s i o r ~about i t ,  Lhey m ~ l s i ;  
be  say ing  something abou t ,  "Well, w e ' l l  have t o  t a l k  w i th  o t h e r s  
and inform them and g e t  in format ion  o r  g ive  i n fo rma t ion . "  

A. I f  I unders tand  c o r r e c t l y ,  s i r ,  t h i s  would have 
been d i scussed  wi th  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  A s  f a r  as through 
American channe ls ,  any conve r sa t ion  between L ieu tenan t  Colo-
n e l  GAVIN o r  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ wi th  t h e  Americans a t  Quang 
Ngai, I have no knowledge. I f  it was d i s c u s s e d  wi th  Colonel  
BARKER, I have no knowledge of  it. Colonel  BARKER d i d  come 
t o  ou r  l o c a t i o n ,  and I ' m  s u r e ,  o r  I f e e l  s u r e ,  t h a t  Colonel  
GAVIN o r  e i t h e r  Captain  RODRIGUEZ d i scus sed  t h i s  w i th  him. 
A s  f a r  a s  my having  any knowledge of t h a t  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  no,  
sir.  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  anyone coming t o  
Son Tinh a t  t h i s  t ime  from any o f  t h e  o t h e r  American headqua r t e r s  
t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  m a t t e r  wi th  e i t h e r  Major GAVIN o r  Captain  
RODRIGUEZ? 
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d i d n ' t  happen." You a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you saw t h e s e  messages 
t h a t  came i n .  One of t h e s e  messages a l luded t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
th ing .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. This  i s  when I f i r s t  became aware of i t ,  s i r ,  
see ing  t h i s  message t h a t  came from t h e  o f f i c e  up t o  t h e  h i l l .  
There ' s  usua l ly  a  l i t t l e  s t ack  of messages t h a t  w e  g e t  d a i l y .  
They p e r t a i n  t o  enemy movement and s o  f o r t h  and s o  on. 

Q Well, now, t h a t  must have e n c i t e d  your i n t e r e s t  t o  
t h e  p o i n t  where you would t a k e  a good hard look a t  t h i s  message, 
because you were a l ready f a m i l i a r  with one a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  
something had gone on. I ' m  not  s u r e  whether t h i s  message 
was before  t h i s  conversa t ion  of t h e  information from t h e  
v i l l a g e  ch ie f  o r  whether it was a f t e r .  But, i n  a l l  even t s ,  you 
had two b i t s  of information saying t h e  same' thing,  o r  po in t ing  
t o  t h e  same t h i n g ,  is  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  You had t h e  message, and 
then  you had t h e  d iscuss ion?  

A. Right ,  sir .  A t  t h e  time t h a t  I saw t h e  message, 
t h i s  i s  when I asked Colonel GAVIN about t h e  message. A s  f a r  
a s  any d e t a i l e d  d i scuss ion  about it, I w a s  n o t  involved.  
Between Colonel GAVIN and myself ,  o r  Captain RODRIGUEZ and 
iryself, as far a s  d e t a i l e d  discussioi i ,  no,  s i r .  I asked about 
the  message. I can ' t r e c a l l  any--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  What d i d  t h e  message say? 

A. It was t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  English,  t h e s e  a l l e g e d  
a t r o c i t i e s  of c i v i l i a n  k i l l i n g s  and d e s t r u c t i o n  of  proper ty .  
The c l e a r e s t  t h i n g  I remember about t h i s  message w a s  t h e  
s ta tement  about t h e  proper ty  and houses be ing  9 0  pe rcen t  
destroyed. This i s  t h e  c l e a r e s t  t h i n g  i n  my mind. 

Q . When you s e e  a s ta tement  such as t h a t ,  genera l ly  
you f i x  your mind on it p r e t t y  f i rmly .  You genera l ly  know t h e  
d e t a i l s  on it, and who it came from. Who was making such a 
s ta tement?  Who d i d  t h e  information come from? 

A. The message, s i r ,  could have come from t h e  v i l l a g e .  
Someone could have gone i n  and t a l k e d  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  
s t a f f .  They took t h e  message down. The message could have 
come up t o  us. 

Q Was it i n  t e l e g r a p h i c  form, or--
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A. Y e s ,  sir. This  would have been done by Colonel  
GAVIN . 
Q W e l l ,  it would have been.  Was i t ?  

A. To t h e  b e s t  of  my knowledge, s i r ,  it w a s  d i s cus sed .  
I w a s  n o t  i n  on t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .  But ,  I f e e l  q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  
Colonel  GAVIN d i d  d i s c u s s  t h i s .  

Q You were aware of  Task Force ~ a r k e r ' so p e r a t i o n  
o u t  i n  there s t a r t i n g  about  t h e  16 th?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  They coo rd ina t ed  o p e r a t i o n s  wi th  ou r  
t e a m .  Not n e c e s s a r i l y  w i t h  me o r  through m e ,  b u t  wi th  t h e  
team. 

Q- Do you know t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  coo rd ina t ed?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Again, coming up from t h e  v i l l a g e  and going up on 
t h e  h i l l ,  probably t o  g e t  lunch ,  o r  du r ing  t h e  evening meal 
and s o  f o r t h ,  s i t t i n g  around,  you became aware o f  t h e  f a c t  
CLLILutthis epers t ion  w z s  undsn;ay an2 s o  f e r t h ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Do you remember t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ?
You may n o t  remember t h e  f i g u r e s ,  b u t  w a s  it a r e p o r t  of a 
few k i l l e d ,  o r  what? 

A. S i r ,  if t h i s  is t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  I t h i n k  t h a t  I 
recall--I c a n ' t  remember it t o o  c l ea r ly - -bu t  I remember o u r  
team going  on an o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  combined American f o r c e s .  W e  
w e r e  t o  go i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  The American f o r c e s  were going 
t o  a i r l i f t ,  h e l i c o p t e r  t h e  t r o o p s  i n .  Now, t h i s  was an op-
e r a t i o n  around P i n k v i l l e .  Th i s  one I remember, and t h a t  one 
w a s  a b lank .  

Q Nothing happened? 

A. The American t r o o p s  came i n  by h e l i c o p t e r  and 
walked th rough ,  and no th ing .  

Q W e l l ,  could  t h a t  have been i n  March, o r  was t h i s  
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back i n  January o r  February? Now, you 'd  been t h e r e  only  a 
l i t t l e  whi le .  You ought  t o  remember t h a t .  

A .  This  w a s  a f t e r  I had been t h e r e  a w h i l e ,  sir.  I 
c a n ' t  remember t h i s  s p e c i f i c  t i m e ,  no, s ir .  

8- W e l l ,  w e  have a map back h e r e ,  Cap ta in  DAWKINS. 
If you can j u s t  f o r g e t  about  wha t ' s  on t h e  nap. J u s t  use  
t h a t  map and I t h i n k  you can see where Quang Ngai i s  down h e r e ,  
where Son Tinh i s ,  and P i n k v i l l e ,  and Diem D i e m  R ive r ,  and Song 
T r a  Khuc t o  t h e  sou th .  A r e  you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h a t  whole a r e a  
o u t  t h e r e ?  

A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q W e l l ,  how about  g i v i n g  us a b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  of 
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  you w e r e  f a m i l i a r  w i th?  

A .  The o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  I a m  r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  s i r ?  

Q • Y e s .  

A .  A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

(The w i t n e s s  s t o o d  by E x h i b i t  MAP-1.) 

A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  Our l o c a t i o n  was h e r e  a t  Son Tinh.  
And on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  I a m  r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  which 
w e  took p a r t  i n ,  was a combined Vietnamese and American ope ra t ion .  
W e  came through t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  h e r e ,  r i g h t  a long  t h e  r i v e r ,  
and h e r e  on t h i s  mountain--

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Nui Ngang? 

A. Yes, s i r .  This mountain was ou r  o b j e c t i v e .  This  
is where t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  took h i s  f o r c e s ,  and w e  accompanied ,
t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t o  t h i s  l o c a t i o n ,  and h e r e  w e  s t a y e d .  The 
American t roops  came i n  a t  t h i s  g e n e r a l  a r e a  r i g h t  h e r e .  I ' m  
n o t  e x a c t l y  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  where they came i n ,  b u t  r i g h t  a long  
through h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  P i n k v i l l e ,  g e n e r a l l y ) .  The op-
e r a t i o n  w a s  an o p e r a t i o n  concerning P i n k v i l l e .  This  
l o c a t i o n  where we were was a ho ld ing  p o s i t i o n ,  and t h a t  
w a s  a l l  w e  were r e q u i r e d  t o  do. The major p a r t  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
w a s  t h e  American sweep of t h e  a r e a  of P i n k v i l l e .  

Q Okay. Did t h e  American f o r c e s  subsequent ly  come 
down and j o i n  you? 
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A .  J o i n  our  team, s i r ?  

Q e  Down a t  My Khe ( 2 )  o r  Nui Ngang Vi l l age  o r  i n  t h a t  
area? 

A * .  Not t h a t  I r e c a l l  ever  jo in ing  us ,  no, s ir .  

Q. Well, t h e  f i g u r e s  t h a t  came o u t  of t h e  opera t ion
t h e  f i r s t  day, which s t a r t e d  on t h e  16 th ,  were 128 enemy k i l l e d ,  
VC k i l l e d ,  2 U.S. k i l l e d ,  11 U.S. WIA,  and 3 weapons captured.  
This was t h e  l a r g e s t  ope ra t ion ,  o r  t h e  most success fu l  ope ra t ion ,  
which t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade had conducted s i n c e  they a r r i v e d  i n  
country.  Now, does a l l  t h a t  come t o  mind? 

A. S i r ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  hear ing those f i g u r e s .  

Q Did you, as  a  mat ter  of p r a c t i c e ,  g e t  copies of The-
America1 Divis ion News Sheet? 

A .  No, sir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  those .  

Q- You were working t h e r e  with t h e  d i s t r i c t .  How many
National  Po l i ce  o r  National F i e l d  Forces d i d  you have t h e r e  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  you? 

A.  W e  had a v a i l a b l e  t o  my office--now t h i s  i s  pe r t a in -
ing  t o  my job--we had a 36-man team of PRU's. This was n o t  
my fo rce ,  bu t  t h i s  was t h e  fo rce  assigned t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  from 
province t o  opera te  with.  

Q- For t h e  record ,  l e t  it so i n d i c a t e  t h a t  PRU means 
Province Reconnaissance Unit .  Did you have any National  Pol ice-
men t h e r e  with you as  wel l?  

A. The p o l i c e  chief  t h e r e  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  headquarters .  

Q - What was h i s  name? 

A. It s t a r t e d  with a V .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  it s t a r t e d  with 
a V .  I ' m n o t - -

Q - ( In terpos ing)  Did you have any ARVN s o l d i e r s  o r  
ARVN o f f i c e r s  t h a t  were assigned with you up t h e r e  from t h e  
2d ARVN Divis ion? 
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A .  No, s ir .  This  was t h e  d i s t r i c t .  I worked wi th  
t h e  d i s t r i c t  team. 

Q - Do you remember L ieu tenan t  PHU? 

A. No, sir.  I do n o t .  

Q. P-H-U? How about a ~ i e u t e n a n tDUC, D-U-C? 

A. Right ,  he was my c o u n t e r p a r t .  He w a s  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
S2 . 
Q He was t h e  d i s t r i c t  S2? 

A. Right ,  a t  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t .  H e  w a s  on ly  t h e  S2 
when I went t h e r e  i n  December. He was on ly  t h e  S2 f o r  3 t o  4 
months, and he  was s e n t  away t o  s choo l .  H e  went t o  a schoo l  
of some k ind .  

Q. Was he a l i t t l e  shor t - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  R igh t ,  s i r .  

Q - Small  and heavy s e t ,  you might s ay  f a t ?  

A. No, sir.  I wou ldn ' t  say  f a t .  H e  w a s  a l i t t l e  
st3ck17 as yon szy  , b u t  no ,  I wcu ldc  't szy hc xzs f a t ,  zc, 
sir.  

Q = 

when 
Task 

Do you r e c a l l  a t i m e  i n  about  t h i s  t ime  p e r i o d  
Capta in  KOTOUC--do you remember him, who w a s  t h e  S2 of  
Force Barker? K-0-T-0-U-C , pronounced "CATOUSH" ?  

;? 

A .  I f  I may a s k ,  s i r ,  was t h i s  t h e  b i g ,  heavy,  
s tocky  c a p t a i n ?  

Q • Y e s ,  r a t h e r  heavy set .  

A .  I can remember one of  them, b u t  we might n o t  be  
t a l k i n g  about  t h e  same person.  

Q This  i s  a p i c t u r e  o f  him. 

a (I0 shows w i t n e s s  P-5.2.) 

A. H e  looks  vaguely f a m i l i a r ,  s i r ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  n o t  
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t h e  person I was r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  t h a t  I was th ink ing  o f .  

Q. Do you remember sometime along about t h e  middle 
of March, perhaps,  making arrangements f o r  t h r e e  Nat ional  
Policemen and four  o r  f i v e  ARVN s o l d i e r s  t o  be picked up by 
h e l i c o p t e r  o u t  a t  s e c t o r  headquarters  t o  go o u t  and i n t e r r o -  
g a t e  some people? 

A. We d i d  t h i s  s e v e r a l  t imes ,  s ir :  make arrangements 
f o r  t h e s e  people t o  go along with t h e  American u n i t .  

Q = Do you remember a time when DUC went o u t  and 
took National  Po l i ce  and some of t h e  o t h e r  s o l d i e r s  t h a t  
might have been around t h e  headquar ters ,  probably an NCO 
and two o r  t h r e e  p r i v a t e s ?  

A. No, sir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  Lieutenant  DUC going on 

one of t h e s e  opera t ions .  


Q. Did you ever  g e t  any feedback from anybody who 

may have been o u t  on t h e  1 6 t h ,  1 7 t h ,  1 8 t h ,  o r  1 9th concerning 

t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s ,  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of p r i s o n e r s ,  and s o  f o r t h  

about t h i s  i n  Son My Vi l lage?  


A. We had some a s s o c i a t i o n ,  s i r ,  with t h e  people a t  

LZ Dot t ie .  There was an MP s t a f f  s e r g e a n t  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime,  

and I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. 


Q. WARREN? 

A. WARREN, yes ,  sir. We v i s i t e d  each o t h e r ' s  loca-
t i o n s  a few times concerning t h e  people t h a t  had been brought 
i n ,  t h e  Vietnamese t h a t  had been brought i n  from t h e  opera t ions  
and f o r  ques t ioning .  He brought a few people t o  our  loca t ion .  
Some of t h e  people t h a t  were suspected V C I ,  h igh o r  low l e v e l  
of t h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  were brought t o  our  l o c a t i o n ,  and they 
were i n t e r r o g a t e d  by t h e  Vietnamese people t h e r e .  It  seems 
l i k e  I can r e c a l l  a couple of t imes t h a t  we gave t o  them a 
couple of people t h a t  we had t h e r e  a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  headquarters  
t o  go along with t h e  Americans, because they were supposed t o  
know t h e  area .  

Q. We understand t h a t  during t h i s  opera t ion ,  maybe 
2 o r  3 days a f t e rwards ,  t h a t  q u i t e  a high l e v e l  p o l i t i c a l  
f i g u r e  was picked up and i n t e r r o g a t e d  a t  Barker and perhaps 
turned  over  t o  you o r  t o  province.  Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  
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A.  Yes, s i r .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  name, s i r ,  b u t  he  
was n a t i o n a l , , l e v e l ,  Communist P a r t y .  I d i d  n o t  accompany t h e  
team on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  o u r  team d i d  have an o p e r a t i o n .  
The d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  p lanned one f o r  us .  I remember t h a t  I had 
been i n  Chu L a i ,  j u s t  n o r t h  of  o u r  l o c a t i o n ,  f o r  1 o r  2 days .  
I came back,  and Colonel  GAVIN t o l d  me about  t h i s  person  and 
t h a t  he had been c a p t u r e d ,  and s e n t  t o  Quang Ngai. I went down 
t o  s e e  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l .  I t  took q u i t e  a wh i l e  t o  g e t  him t o  
come around, b u t  t h e y  d i d  f i n d  o u t  t h a t  h e  w a s  n a t i o n a l  Cornmu-
n i s  t - P a r t y  l e v e l .  

Q Do you e v e r  remember--I t h i n k  M r .  MACCRATE asked 
you about  t h i s  before-.-Colonel BARKER coming down t h e r e  and 
s i t t i n g  down wi th  Major GAVIN about  t h i s  t i m e  p e r i o d  o r  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r ?  

A. The one t h a t  s t a n d s  o u t  i n  my mind, mainly, ,  s i r ,  
i s  t h e  one t h a t  h e  came down and planned t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  
which he w a s  k i l l e d .  

Q- H e  d i d  p l a n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Not planned,  b u t  coo rd ina t ed  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h i n  
t h e  d i s  t u i c t .  

0 So t h a t  whenever t h i s  o g e r a t i o n  began,  he  knew 
t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  any RF and PF i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  day? 

A.  W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  where it w a s ,  s i r ,  
b u t  r i g h t  h e r e  i n  t h e  a r e a  j u s t  sou th  of  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  and 
k ind  of a n g l i n g  down on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of  o u r  l o c a t i o n  w a s  a 
l i n e  t h a t  we had drawn between t h e  a r e a  o f  RF/PF o p e r a t i o n s ,  
and above t h e  l i n e  was t h e  American o p e r a t i o n s .  Any t i m e  
t h e r e  was an o p e r a t i o n  going on,  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  bottom s i d e  
o r  on t h e  t o p  s i d e  of  t h i s  l i n e ,  t h e n  it w a s  coo rd ina t ed  be-
tween o u r  advisory  team and t h e  Americans. When we d i d  have 
a coord ina ted  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  Americans were never  t o  come 
below t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  l i n e ,  and w e  were never  t o  go above 
it. 

Q- Do you e v e r  remember Colonel  HENDERSON coming
t h e r e ?  Do you know Colonel  HENDERSON, t h e  b r i g a d e  commander of  
t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Yes, s i r .  I t h i n k  I r e c a l l  one v i s i t .  I remember 
a  couple  of c o l o n e l s  coming t o  t h e  l o c a t i o n  from t h e  America1 
Div is ion .  

(DAWKINS) 24 APP T-212 

.--



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q *  I have h e r e  a p i c t u r e  of  Colonel  HENDERSON. Do 
you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  him? 

( I0  p r e s e n t e d  E x h i b i t  P-50 .) 

Of cour se ,  h e  d o e s n ' t  have a s t e e l  p o t  on,  and 
h e  d o e s n ' t  have h i s  j ung le  f a t i g u e s  on. 

A .  I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I remember see-
i n g  him t h e r e .  

Q - Did you eve r  s e e  any VC propaganda which focused 
on Son My, P i n k v i l l e ,  Tu Cung, and t h e  l i k e ?  

A. Focusing on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t ,  no,  s ir .  
I d i d  see t h e  l i t t l e  VC papers  t h a t  were s c a t t e r e d  around 
t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  t h e  normal propaganda. 

Q- I have h e r e  a r e p o r t  wi th  two i n c l o s u r e s .  This  is  
E x h i b i t  R-1. One of t h e  i n c l o s u r e s  i s  a r eadou t  of  some 
V i e t  Cong propaganda. I would ask  you t o  review t h i s  and 
ask you i f  you recognize  s e e i n g  t h i s  o r  h e a r i n g  anyth ing  
such a s  t h i s .  

( I0  hands E x h i b i t  R-1  t o  w i t n e s s . )  

You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h e  f i r s t  page i s  somewhat t y p i -
c a l  VC propaganda, b u t  on t h e  second page you w i l l  n o t i c e  
t h a t  it changes from g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  t o  s p e c i f i c s ,  which 
may be  n o t i c e d  i n  t h e  second paragraph.  

A. I do n o t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i t e m .  No, 
sir. 

Q - Do you r e c a l l  s e e i n g  anything--as you r e a d  on you -
w i l l  s e e  t h a t  t h i s  focuses  upon t h e  ARVN, of  c o u r s e ,  which would 
i n c l u d e  t h e  RF and PF, encouraging them t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  
t h e  Americans. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s ir ,  any th ing  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  
s e e i n g  it. 

Q I have ano the r  one h e r e  t h a t ' s  d i f f e r e n t  i n  t h e  
s e n s e  t h a t  i t ' s  n o t  propaganda. This  i s  a n o t i c e  which 
w a s  pub l i shed  by t h e  Quang ~ g a iNa t iona l  L i b e r a t i o n  Front  
Committee, d a t e d  28 March 1968, The Vietnamese v e r s i o n  t h a t  
w a s  pub l i shed  i s  shown h e r e .  This  i s  E x h i b i t  M-35. Take 
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a look  a t  it. Have you seen  t h a t  format?  

(The w i t n e s s  d i d  a s  r eques t ed . )  

Now, i f  y o u ' l l  look back t o  t h e  f r o n t ,  y o u ' l l  s e e  
t h e  Engl i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n .  You d o n ' t  have t o  r e a d  the whole 
document. J u s t  review i t  and i n d i c a t e  whether you have 
seen  it o r  i f  you were aware of any such pronouncement 
such as  t h i s  t h a t  was p u t  o u t ?  

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i t ,  sir .  I c a n ' t  remember any- 
t h i n g  of t h i s  n a t u r e  publ i shed .  

Q. W e l l ,  you were down t h e r e  i n  t h e  DIOC.  If any 
American should  have seen  i t ,  you should  have s e e n  it, 
shouldn ' t you? 

A. Yes, s ir .  But I cannot  r e c a l l  it. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Now, I unders tand t h a t  d u r i n g  T e t ,  
t h e  RF company on H i l l  85 was e i t h e r  overrun o r  a t  l e a s t  
pushed o f f  t h e  h i l l ,  and t h a t  o u t p o s t  was abandoned f o r  
some t ime.  Does t h a t  f i t  your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  

A. S i r ,  I was n o t  i n  count ry  du r ing  T e t .  

Q- W e l l ,  do you remember any e f f o r t  t o  r e e s t a b l i s h  
t h e  ou tpos t ?  

A.  I know a couple  of o u r  ou tpos t s  were vaca t ed  f o r  
some t i m e .  I remember a couple  of  them be ing  vaca t ed  f o r  
some t ime ,  

Q. Where were you du r ing  T e t ?  

A. I was back i n  t h e  S t a t e s ,  s i r ,  on emergency l eave .  

Q. I s e e .  Do you remember some e f f o r t  t o  r e e s t a b l i s h  
t h a t  o u t p o s t ?  

A. I might be t h i n k i n g  o f  a d i f f e r e n t  one.  Which 
o u t p o s t ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ?  

Q - H i l l  85. Right  t h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  Do you s e e  85?  

A. I 'm s o r r y ,  I am d i s o r i e n t e d .  I ' m  l ook ing  back 
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ove r  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g  w e s t )  . 
Q W e l l ,  l e t ' s  go on j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  and see i f  
you remember something else. Do you remember f i n a l l y  
g e t t i n g  an RF company o u t  on a h i l l ,  which i s  a Montagnard 
company? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Now y o u ' r e  focused on it. What happened t o  t h a t  
Montagnard company? 

A. W e l l ,  I can 't r e c a l l .  I remember t h a t  w e  went t o  
t h a t  l o c a t i o n  once.  W e  accompanied t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  on 
an o p e r a t i o n  t o  t h a t  l o c a t i o n .  

Q. Did you know Major FORD, who i s  one o f  t h e  MATS? 

A. Major FORD? 

Q. A t a l l ,  co lo red  major? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  This  w a s  t h a t  major ,  s i r ,  t h a t  was 
i n  Quang Ngai Province f o r  a w h i l e ,  i n  headqua r t e r s?  

Q. No. You're probably t h i n k i n g  of  Colone l  GREEN. 
I ' m  t h i n k i n g  of Major FORD who headed one of  t h e  MATS 
teams, who worked wi th  t h e  RF group t h a t  g e n e r a l l y  worked 
sou th  of  t h e  r i v e r  down i n  t h e  a r e a  of  Tu Binh, b u t  p e r i o d i -
c a l l y  would move up t o  t h e  n o r t h  and o p e r a t e  n o r t h  of t h e  
Song Tra  Khuc River .  For a t i m e ,  h e  was i n  Quang Ngai. A s  a 
m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  h i s  headqua r t e r s  w a s  i n  Quang Ngai, b u t  h e  
w a s n ' t  i n  headqua r t e r s  p e r  se. He s t i l l  had t h e  MATS team, 
i n  which he w a s  working w i t h  t h i s  RF group headqua r t e r s .  

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  I 'm probably t h i n k i n g  o f  t h e  
same one you a r e .  I remember--if t h i s  i s  t h e  same one ,  
yes ,  s i r .  

Q. W e l l ,  do you remember him accompanying t h i s  group 
o u t  t h e r e  t o  p u t  a Montagnard company on t h e  h i l l ,  t h e  RF 
company? Do you remember anyth ing  happening t o  one of  
t h o s e  groups o u t  t h e r e ,  g e t t i n g  p a r t l y  ove r run ,  and t h e  VC 
coming i n  and s e i z i n g  a c e r t a i n  number of t h e  RF, and a l s o  t h e  
women and c h i l d r e n ,  and e i t h e r  abduc t ing  them o r  murdering 
them? 
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A. A t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  l o c a t i o n ,  no ,  s i r .  I do 
r e c a l l  ano the r  i n c i d e n t  which you a r e  d e s c r i b i n g ,  b u t  it 
w a s  back a t  t h e  c i t a d e l .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  one ,  
b u t  t h e  one back a t  t h e  c i t a d e l  I do remember. 

Q. What happened a t  t h e  c i t a d e l ?  

A .  The VC ove r r an  t h e  l o c a t i o n  t h a t  w e  had t h e r e .  

Q .  A t  t h e  c i t a d e l  o r  t h e  o u t p o s t  of  t h e  c i t a d e l ?  

A .  The o u t p o s t  of  t h e  c i t a d e l ,  and k i l l e d  some c i v i l -
i a n s  and s o l d i e r s  t h a t  w e  had wi th  us .  The e x a c t  f i g u r e ,  
I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q g  When you w e r e  i n  your  p o s i t i o n  t h e r e  as a D I O C ,  
you 've  g o t  your  ears open and s o  f o r t h ,  and you s e e  and 
l i s t e n  t o  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  is  going on. Did you e v e r  h e a r  
of an ARVN i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  what might have t a k e n  p l a c e  o u t  
h e r e  i n  t h e  middle of March t h a t  was be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  by 
d i s t r i c t  and p rov ince ,  p o s s i b l y  by t h e  2d Div i s ion?  

A. Within t h e  o f f i c e ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any remarks 
t h a t  was made toward t h i s  t h i n g .  We were a l l  supposed t o  b e  
working t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  we had t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  o f f i c e s .  

Q. How about  t h e  o u t s i d e  of t h e  o f f i c e  now? Did 
you h e a r  any th ing  about t h e  U . S .  advisory  group o r  anyplace 
e l s e ?  

A. Not as f a r  as conduct ing any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  
t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  no,  s i r ,  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  any r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  prov ince  
c h i e f  of Quang Ngai w a s  madder t h a n  h e l l ,  o r  r e a l l y  u p s e t ?  

A. For t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  him be ing  u p s e t  over  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Q Were you e v e r  aware of a ' J . S .  iaves-tiga-Lionwhich 
may have been underway? 

A .  I was n o t  aware of  t h e  i n fo rma t ion .  NO, s i r .  I 
don ' t r e c a l l .  

Q Above and beyond t h a t  which we have been t a l k i n g  
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about ,  d i d  you e v e r  hear  any a d d i t i o n a l  rumors o r  comments 
o r  s ta tements  o r  anythi.ng which would cause you t o  be 
susp ic ious  t h a t  something r e a l l y  d i d  t a k e  p lace  ou t  t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  any such-- 

Q .  ( In te rpos ing)  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you d i sbe l i eved  
t h i s  r e p o r t .  Why d id  they d i s b e l i e v e  i t ?  I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  
t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  came from t h e  v i l l a g e  chief  t h a t  you and Major 
Gavin and Captain RODRIGUEZ were t a l k i n g  about. Why was t h i s  
d isbe l ieved?  

A. S i r ,  t h i s  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  exp la in .  The i n i t i a l  
f e e l i n g s  o r  your i n i t i a l  judgment of t h e  t h i n g  would be 
t h a t  it would be a  p l o t .  The Vie t  Cong propaganda was 
something t h a t  w a s  j u s t  s t a r t e d .  Second of a l l ,  i f  you 
have 90  pe r  c e n t  of property and houses destroyed and 
you have 4 9 0  a l l e g e d  massacred people ,. they ' r e  not going 
t o  be s c a t t e r e d  a l l  over  t h e  country.  They 're  going t o  
be genera l ly  i n  one l o c a t i o n .  And 490  dead people l y i n g  
i n  one s p o t  is going t o  c r e a t e  a c e r t a i n  amount of turmoi l .  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  anything assoc ia ted  with t h i s  type  of a c t i v -
i t y .  I f  t h i s  would a l l  have happened i n  one concentrated 
a r e a ,  you w o u l d  r e a l l y  know aboi-lt it, 

Q - Suppose it d i d n ' t  happen i n  one concent ra ted  
a rea?  

A. I may b e ,  s i r ,  g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  p o i n t  of opin ions ,  
now, but--

Q s  ( In te rpos ing)  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  why Major 
GAVIN, Captain RODRIGUEZ, and yourse l f  d i sbe l i eved  it. 

A. This  was my i n i t i a l  thought ,  s i r ,  because I 
j u s t  found it d i f f i c u l t  t o  be l i eve .  I pe r sona l ly  s a w  no 
t a n g i b l e  proof t h a t  t h i s  l a r g e  an i n c i d e n t  had happened 
o r  t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  had happened. I f  Major GAVIN o r  
Captain RODRIGUEZ and t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  went t o  t h i s  a r e a  
t o  look a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I d i d  
not  go along. 

Q- Well, i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  where w a s  t h i s  a rea?  

A. The a rea  t h a t  you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  i s  i n  Son My 
Vi l lage .  
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Q. Did anybody go o u t  i n  Son My V i l l a g e ?  

A .  W e  had s e v e r a l  o p e r a t i o n s  through t h e r e ,  s i r .  A t  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  time--

Q b  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  What I ' m  g e t t i n g  a t ,  you j u s t  d o n ' t  
go o u t  t o  Son My V i l l a g e  t o  check on something.  

A. N O ,  s i r ,  you p l a n  an o p e r a t i o n .  You d o n ' t  j u s t  
walk through Son My V i l l a g e .  

Q W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  my p o i n t .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - You made no a t t empt  t o  check it o u t  though? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a planned o p e r a t i o n  on 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  ' s  p a r t  t o  go o u t  t h e r e ,  and an  o p e r a t i o n  
i n  t h a t  a r e a  would have t o  have been planned by t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f  . 
Q - You still h a v e n ' t  impressed upon me why you d i d n ' t  
b e l i e v e  it. 

A. It ' s  d i f f i c c l t  f c r  xe, s i r ,  tc p i n  it down te a 
s p e c i f i c  r ea son  t h a t  y o u ' r e  want ing ,  why I d i s b e l i e v e d  it. 
MY f i r s t  op in ion  w a s  t h a t  it w a s  j u s t  rumor, propaganda. 
I t ' s  a VC s t o r y  t o  g e t  something s t a r t e d ,  t o  g e t  something 
i n  an uproar .  I t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  p i n p o i n t  a s p e c i f i c  
reason  why I d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  it happened. 

Q- But we've g o t  q u i t e  a s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n  made 
a g a i n s t  American t r o o p s .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I r e a l i z e  t h i s .  

Q And whether you b e l i e v e  i t ' s  t r u e  o r  whether you 
d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it's t r u e ,  i s  t h i s  n o t  t o  be checked o u t  t o  
f i n d  o u t  whether i t ' s  t r u e  o r  n o t ,  o r  t o  f i n d  o u t  i f  t h e r e  
i s  a s h r e d  o f  t r u t h  connected w i t h  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  It would s e e m  r ea sonab le  t h a t  it shou ld  
be  checked o u t .  

Q- Do you know of any e f f o r t  t h a t  was made t o  check 
it ou t?  
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A. No, s ir .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  an opera t ion  t h a t  w a s  
planned by t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  t o  go i n t o  t h i s  a r e a .  

Q T h a t ' s  one way, but  t h e r e  a r e  many ways t o  check 
t h i s  ou t .  Many, many ways t o  check it o u t ;  i . e . ,  you could 
have pu t  o u t  a s p e c i f i c  i n t e l l i g e n c e  e f f o r t .  Did anybody 
ever  t a l k  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  chief  t o  your knowledge? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge, s ir .  Anything o r i g i n a t i n g  
from us t h a t  I would have knowledge of would have been 
coordinated and planned by t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  and I can ' t  
r e c a l l  anything i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

Q- Well, we can p u t  it back on . the d i s t r i c t  ch ief  
a l l  r i g h t ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  not  q u i t e  f a i r ,  because t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n  
i s  n o t  a g a i n s t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  This a l l e g a t i o n  i s  a g a i n s t  
an American command i n  an American opera t ion .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And i t ' s  no t  up s t r i c t l y  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  
He 's a l ready provided t h e  information.  I t ' s  t h e r e .  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Granted, it would have been f i n e  i f  h e  'd  checked 
it o u t ,  but  t h i s  i s  an a l l e g a t i o n  a g a i n s t  us.  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q And I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t ,  having had t h i s ,  d i d  
we do anything? 

A. S i r ,  I cannot r e c a l l  any knowledge of knowing 
any a c t i o n  t h a t  was taken on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  Americans of 
what you ' re  asking. 

10: M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: Captain DAWKINS, you s a i d  you remembered 
Colonel BARKER coming t o  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  i n  connection w i t h  
t h e  planning of t h e  opera t ion  i n  which he was k i l l e d ?  

A. Coordinat ing,  s ir .  

Q. Y e s .  I understand t h a t  you do r e c a l l  h i s  presence 
t h e r e  a t  t h a t  time? Were you i n  at tendance during h i s  conver-
s a t i o n s ?  
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A. N O ,  s i r .  I w a s  p r e s e n t ,  b u t  n o t  a c t u a l l y  involved .  
I was p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  s i r ,  b u t  n o t  involved  i n  t h e  
coo rd ina t ion  o f  t h e  e x e r c i s e  between Colonel  BARKER and Colonel  
GAVIN . 
Q Do you r e c a l l  t h e  concept  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i t .  The on ly  
t h i n g  t h a t  I r e c a l l  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I d e s c r i b e d  on t h e  map 
t o  you awhi le  ago : what t h e  o p e r a t i o n  would c o n s i s t  o f .  

Q- The o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  you were d e s c r i b i n g  t o  u s ,  
w i t h  t h e  American f o r c e s  coming around t h e  Song D i e m  D i e m  
and your moving t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  of  Nui Ngang, i s  t h a t  
t h e  same o p e r a t i o n ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h i s  was a l l  one o p e r a t i o n .  The Vie t -
namese, t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  RF and PF o b j e c t i v e  f o r  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  w a s  t h e  ho ld ing  p o s i t i o n  of  t h i s  mountain. We 
walked from o u r  d i s t r i c t  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h a t  mountain,  and t h i s  
was ou r  h o l d i n g  p o s i t i o n .  

(2 Do you remember t h a t  t h e r e  was ano the r  RF/PF
u n i t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of you du r ing  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  which 
Major FORD moved? 

A. I c a n ' t  recal l  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  s i r ,  whether  t h e  
ARVN were involved .  I t  seems l i k e  t hey  were ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  f o r  s u r e .  

Q. This  would b e  an RE'/PF u n i t .  

A. That  I was wi th .  That  we were w i t h .  

Q That  FORD was wi th .  Not an ARVN u n i t .  An RF/PF 
u n i t .  

A .  S i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it on t h a t  s p e c i f i c  o p e r a t i o n .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  sur rounding  t h e  even t  o f  
t h e  c r a s h  of  t h e  two a i r c r a f t  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  Colonel  BARKER 
was Ic i l l ed?  W e  call t e l l  you -that it w a s  oil 13 J u n e ,  and i - L  
.was on t h e  t h i r d  day of a 3-day o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  began on 11 
June. 

A .  Major G A V I N ,  i f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken ,  s i r ,  was away 
a t  t h a t  t ime .  I might be  wrong, b u t  he was away. I went,  f o r  
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t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion ,  on t h e  second day. One of my N C O ' s  
who was t h e r e  f o r  j u s t  a s h o r t  time a f t e r  I got  t h e r e ;  he 
l e f t .  We went t o  Tinh An Mountain, which i s  a Buddhist s h r i n e  
i n  Vietnam i n  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  

Q. Is t h a t  a l s o  known as  Monastery Mountain? 

A. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Buddha Mountain? 

A. Buddha ~ o u n t a i n ,yes ,  sir.  

Q Well, we have had re fe rence  t o  it a l s o  as  Monastery
~ i l i ,and it has been i n d i c a t e d  by some wi tnesses  t h a t  Monas-
t e r y  H i l l  and Buddha Mountain a r e  t h e  same. 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any refererice t o  i t  as Monastery 
H i l l ,  no, s i r .  Buddha Mountain, o r  Tinh An Mountain, i s  t h e  
mountain of which I am speaking. Myself and one of my N C O ' s  
t h e  second day went o u t  t h e r e  t o  s t a y  wi th  t h e  American-ARVN 
a r t i l l e r y  advance element. We had t h r e e  105 's  t h e r e .  We went 
i n  t h e  l a t e  evening of t h e  second day of  t h e  opera t ion .  We 
staye6 overil iyht,  and tlie next  day tile AXvT m l t s  liloving to 
t h e  n o r t h e a s t  were g e t t i n g  out  of r a d i o  d i s t a n c e  t o  s e c t o r  
headquarters  s o  I ac ted  as  r a d i o  r e l a y  on Tinh An Mountain 
f o r  t h e  opera t ions  t h e  day Colonel BARKER w a s  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  
a i r c r a f t .  I f  I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y ,  t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  b i t  of  a 
f i r e  f i g h t  going on j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  acc iden t .  

Q- Do you remember Colonel GREEN being with you a t  
any time on t h a t  day? 

A. Being with me? 

Q Was he a t  t h e  r e l a y  p o i n t  sometime dur ing  t h a t  
day? 

I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  him t h e r e ,  sir. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  anything f u r t h e r  with r e spec t  t o  
t h a t  ope ra t ion  on 1 3  June? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  o t h e r  than  
con tac t  with t h e  var ious  people c a l l i n g  i n  search  
and s o  f o r t h .  

t h e  r a d i o  
h e l i c o p t e r s  
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Q =  Do you remember any l a t e r  o p e r a t i o n s  o u t  i n  t h e  
Son My area t h a t  Colonel  K H I E N ,  the province  c h i e f ,  accom-
panied? 

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any o p e r a t i o n  i n  which the 
province  c h i e f  accompanied i n  t h a t  a r e a  w i th  us. I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I would have knowledge of  any BRVM 
b a t t a l i o n s  t h a t  would have been going t h a t  way. 

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  r e c a l l i n g  t h e  VC o u t p o s t  o f  t h e  
c i t a d e l  be ing  over run  and an o p e r a t i o n  a t  some t i m e ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  you i n d i c a t e d  when t h a t  might have occu r red ,  
Can you i n  any way f i x  t h a t  i n  t ime? 

A. S i r ,  I t h i n k  i t  was around September 1968.  

Q- I n  September 1968? 

A. Of t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  I am t h i n k i n g  
o f ,  ye s ,  s ir .  

Q What do you r e c a l l  of  t h a t  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. I remember t h a t  it d i d  happen a t  n i g h t  and tha t  
t h e  n e x t  morning t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  planned a walk over  t o  t h e  
a r e a  j u s t  t o  s e e  what had happened. The o u t p o s t  had been 
overrun by t h e  V i e t  Cong, bunkers and s o  f o r t h  were blown, 
and some c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e .  

Q. Do you remember t h e  magnitude of t h e  c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s ?  

A. I don ' t recal l  it be ing  any g r e a t  numbers, no, 
sir. 

Q- You r e c a l l  i f  t hey  w e r e  t h e  f a m i l i e s  of t h e  RF/PF 
u n i t s ?  

A. RF/PF, y e s ,  sir. 

Q - You a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t o  a r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a c o l o n e l  
o r  co lone l s  coming t o  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  I t h i n k  you i n d i c a t e d  
j u s t  g e n e r a l l y  from t h e  America1 Div is ion .  Was t h e r e  some 
p a r t i c u l a r  a s s o c i a t i o n  of  t h i s  v i s i t  t h a t  you s t a r t e d  t o  t e l l  
us about?  

A. No, s i r ,  no. s p e c i f i c  a s s o c i a t i o n .  I remember one 
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co lone l ,  maybe two colonels  coming down, t h a t  we're from t h e  
~ m e r i c a l .  

I 0 : Captain DAWKINS, you've been of cons iderable  h e l p  
t o  us t h i s  morning. You may no t  r e a l i z e  how d i f f i c u l t  it is  
t o  pu t  a l l  t h e s e  b i t s  and p ieces  t o g e t h e r .  We apprec ia te  
very much your coming i n .  I know we have given you some in -  
formation here  t h i s  morning, and I know it i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  
you t o  take  yourse l f  back 22  months and remember everyth ing  
t h a t  was s a i d  and everyth ing  t h a t  happened and a l l  t h e  
impressions t h a t  you had. I ' m  only happy t h a t  nobody asked 
me what I d id  22  months ago. But,  a s ide  from t h a t ,  I ' m  
s u r e  you recognize t h e  import of what we ' re  doing with 
r e spec t  t o  t h a t  organiza t ion  and with r e spec t  t o  t h e  American 
Army and t h e  American people. 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. So, a s  a consequence, I would ask you very s i n c e r e l y ,  
t o  pu t  your th ink ing  cap on,' and keep it on, and s e e  i f  you can 
r e c o l l e c t  any a d d i t i o n a l  information above and beyond t h a t  
which you have given us here  t h i s  morning which may be of 
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us i n  determining: one, what happened; two, 
the r e p o r t i n g  sad t he  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  ef it. Ic a d d i t i o n ,  you 
may poss ib ly  have some maps o r  some photographs o r  some memos 
o r  some propaganda which might be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us .  I f  
you do have any m a t e r i a l  such a s  t h i s ,  we'd very much appre-
c i a t e  being t o l d  about it so  t h a t  we can t ake  advantage of 
t h a t ,  as we l l  a s  any a d d i t i o n a l  information t h a t  you may 
poss ib ly  have. A t  t h i s  time I g ive  you an oppor tuni ty  t o  
ask any ques t ions  t h a t  you may l i k e  t o  a sk ,  o r  i f  you would 
l i k e  t o  e n t e r  a s ta tement  i n t o  t h e  record .  I ' l l  give you 
t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  do t h a t .  

A.  S i r ,  t h e  ins tance  t o  which I made re fe rence  t o  
about t h e  ou tpos t  of t h e  c i t a d e l ,  t h e  Vie t  Cong overrunning 
it and k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s ,  I have two o r  t h r e e  35mm s l i d e s  of 
some of t h e  bodies ,  i f  t h i s  would be of any he lp .  I d i d  no t  
take t h e  p i c t u r e s .  I t h i n k  Colonel GAVIN took t h e  p i c t u r e s ,  
bu t  I have t h e  s l i d e s .  

Q- Are t h e s e  of-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  These a r e  i n  no way a s s o c i a t e d  
with--

(DAWKINS) 35 APP T-212 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, I unders tand  t h a t .  Do you
have t h e  s t o r y  connected w i t h  them? Could you relate 
t h e  s t o r y  t o  go w i t h  t h e  s l i d e s ?  

A. Nothing o t h e r  t h a n  what I r e l a t e d  t o  you h e r e .  

Q A r e  t h e s e  of  women and c h i l d r e n ?  

A. Women and c h i l d r e n .  There i s  one s l i d e  I have ,  
I b e l i e v e  i t ' s  two p i c t u r e s .  I can d e s c r i b e  them f o r  you. 
One i s  a Vietnamese woman l y i n g  over  a very  sma l l  baby, and 
they  a r e  bo th  dead. They a r e  bo th  m u t i l a t e d .  You can see 
from t h e  p i c t u r e s .  

Q - Well ,  I ' m  n o t  s ay ing  they  w i l l  be h e l p f u l  t o  u s ,  
b u t  I would l i k e  t o  have t h o s e  s l i d e s .  We w i l l  have them 
d u p l i c a t e d  and r e t u r n e d  t o  you s o  t h a t  you w i l l  have your  
s l i d e s .  Any in fo rma t ion  you have concerning t h a t  i n c i d e n t  
and s o  on ,  j u s t  p u t  t h a t  down on paper  and send  t h a t  i n  w i th  
them. 

A. ~ l lr i g h t ,  sir.  

Q - You might look a t  your  s l i d e s  now t h a t  you know 
what we ' r e  t a l k i n g  about  and t h e  i n s t a n c e  w e  have.  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - To r e f r e s h  your  memory, you might check t h e  
l e t t e r s  you wrote  t o  your  w i f e  and s e e  i f  t h a t  might h e l p  
you a l i t t l e  b i t .  These women a l l  keep t h e s e  l e t t e r s ,  you 
know. I ' m  n o t  s a y i n g  your  w i fe  does ,  b u t  most of  them do. 
Maybe t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  you a l i t t l e  b i t  about  t h a t  t ime  p e r i o d .  
Do you have anyth ing  e l s e ?  

A. No, s i r .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  f u r t h e r  about 
t h i s  t i m e .  

I0: A l l  r i g h t .  The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1115 hour s ,  23 January 
1970.) 
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t h e  a r e a  (pg. 21) .  Clearance could be obtained t o  prep 
v i l l a g e s  i n  a f r e e  f i r e  zone (pg. 23) .  On moving i n t o  
such an a r e a  on a search  and des t roy  opera t ion ,  tunne l  
complexes, bunkers,  and houses would be destroyed (pg. 22) .  
However, GAVIN would never have granted permission t o  
des t roy  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  (pg. 2 3 )  . 

b. Exodus of noncombatants from a b a t t l e  a rea .  

On t h i s  occas ion ,  he obtained no information about  
l a r g e  groups of re fugees  leaving  t h e  a rea  (pgs.  7 , s ) .  How-
ever ,  s i n c e  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  usua l ly  attempted t o  s ide-
s t e p  opera t ions  by moving toward f r i e n d l y  l i n e s ,  a wholesale 
exodus would n o t  have been s u r p r i s i n g  (pg. 8 ) .  From My La i ,  
such a movement would have been along Route 521 toward 
Quang Ngai o r  Son Tinh (pg. 8 )  . 
3 .  INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION RECEIVED AFTER OPERATION. 

Although GAVIN thought it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a massacre 
could have taken p l a c e  without  h i s  knowing about it (pg. 24 ) ,  
he received no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  anything unusual had taken 
p lace  i n  My L a i  (pg. 8 ) .  The pauci ty  of captured  weapons 
d i d  n o t  s u r p r i s e  him because t h e  VC i n s t r u c t e d  t h e i r  
people t o  r e t r i e v e  weapons from t h e  dead and wounded - - . 7(pgs. 9, 2 5 j . nough ugh lie revlexz2 intclliqzcce repr t s  
from t h e  d i s t r i c t  on a d a i l y  b a s i s  (pg. I S ) ,  none of t h e  
following type  information came t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n :  

(1) VC propaganda concerning a t r o c i t i e s  (pg. 9 ) ;  

(2) VC slogans t o  avenge t h e  s l a u g h t e r  o r  f l a g s  
o r  armbands used t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 1 0 ) ;  

( 3 )  Information from t h e  census/grievance element 
of t h e  RD team w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a  concerning a massacre (pg. 1 0 ) ;  

( 4 )  Information about a massacre from ARVN fo rces  
who went i n t o  t h e  a r e a  a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  (pg. 2 6 ) ;  

( 5j Claims by Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  f o r  solatiurn 
payments (pg. 2 6 )  
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4 .  REPORTS OF INVESTIGATIONS. 

a.  G A V I N ' s  knowledge of noncombatant c a s u a l t i e s  
stemming from t h e  My Lai  o p e r a t i o n .  

GAVIN d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h i s  
i n c i d e n t  by t h e  South Vietnamese (pg.  15)  o r  anyone 
connected w i t h  t h e  My Lai  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 1 4 ) .  Had an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  been made by Task Force Barker ,  t h e  11 th  
Br igade ,  o r  t h e  America1 Div i s ion ,  h e ' f e l t  h e  would have 
been brought  i n t o  it (pg. 1 4 ) .  When he  r e c e i v e d  t h e  
r e p o r t  of the o p e r a t i o n ,  no i n d i c a t i o n  w a s  made t h a t  a 
number of c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg.  26) .  
However, n o t  be ing  i n  t h e  c h a i n ,  he  d i d  n o t  g e t  a f t e r - a c t i o n  
r e p o r t s ,  and on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  occas ion  he  had merely 
r eques t ed  a body count  (pg. 26) . 

TAN.-
b. G A V I N B s  knowledge of l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by L ieu tenan t  

TAN, 
GAVIN never  s a w  t h e  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  by L ieu tenan t  

t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Ch ie f ,  concerning t h e  My L a i  
i n c i d e n t  (pg.  1 2 ) .  Although he  recognized  t h a t  such a 
i e t t e r  could have been ~ r i t t e nx i t h o u t  h i x  Xriming absut 
it (pg. 12) , GAVIN f e l t  t h a t  TAN would have d i scussed  
w i t h  him a r e p o r t  t h a t  Americans had massacred a hundred 
people;  b u t  TAN never  mentioned a massacre  (pg. 2 3 ) .  I n  
G A V I N ' s  op in ion ,  TAN would n o t  have been concerned i f  i nnocen t  
c i v i l i a n s  a t  My La i  had been k i l l e d  by a i r  o r  a r t i l l e r y  
s i n c e  they  l i v e d  t h e r e  by cho ice  (pg.  2 4 )  . 
5 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

GAVIN never  had any r e p o r t s  about  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  
execu t ing  p r i s o n e r s  o r  VC s u s p e c t s  (pg. 19). 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  ' NOTES PAGES 

' eve; saw English 
HENDERSON 'S R e p o r t  	 t r a n s l a t i o n  or  VC 

propaganda about 
My L a i .  9 
Witness never saw 

I l e t t e r  t o  KHIEM before. 	 1 2  
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SUMMARY OF RECALL TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: GAVIN, David C. 

DATES OF TESTIMONY: 11, 12 ,  and 1 3  February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: (1) F a i l u r e  t o  obey g e n e r a l  
r e g u l a t i o n s  concerning the r e p o r t i n g  oE a l l e g e d  war 
c r i m e s ;  ( 2 )  D e r e l i c t i o n  o f  duty  i n  f a i l u r e  t o  v e r i f y  
a l l e g a t i o n s  concerning war c r imes  o r  t o  seek  a d d i t i o n a l  
i n fo rma t ion  through Vietnamese o r  U.S. channe ls ;  (3 )  F a l s e  
swearing i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  A r t i c l e  134 o f  t h e  UCMJ;  and 
( 4 )  Suppress ion o f  and consp i racy  t o  suppres s  in format ion  
concerning t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  Task Force  Barker  t r o o p s  i n  
t h e  Son My a r e a  on 16 March 1968. 

COUNSEL: Robert  A. mGRUM, CPT, JAGC, O f f i c e  of t h e  
Judge Advocate General ,  Pentagon,  Washington, D . C .  

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: ~ i s t r i c tS e n i o r  Advisor ,  
Sac Tinh District, Q u a 2  Ngai Province, Repl~hli-cof V i e t - n a m .  

1. WHEREABOUTS OF THE WITNESS RELATIVE TO THE EVENTS 
SURROUNDING THE IJIY LA1 INCIDENT. 

The witness had an in-country  R&R a t  Chu L a i  from 
1 0  t o  16 A p r i l  1968 (pgs .  38, 3 9 ,  49,  5 0 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  t h i s  
from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he  was concerned whether h i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  
Captain  RODRIGUEZ, would r e t u r n  i n  t i m e  f o r  him t o  go (pg. 39) . 
GAVIN was on R&R i n  Bangkok from 4 May t o  1 3  May 1968, 
and he had a s p e c i a l  l e a v e  from 2 4  May u n t i l  2  J u l y  1968 

2. PREOPERATIONAL INTELLIGENCE. 

a. I n t e l l i g e n c e  i n p u t  p rocedures  a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  level .  

GAVIN' s team forwarded any i n t e l l i g e n c e  they  
gene ra t ed  t o  p rov ince  headqua r t e r s  (pg. 7 6 ) .  Province had 
g r e a t e r  acces s  t o  i n t e l l i g e n c e  in fo rma t ion  t h a n  D i s t r i c t ,  
and t h u s  t h e  l a t t e r  depended upon t h e  former  f o r  i t s  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n p u t  (pg. 7 6 ) .  T h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  t h e n ,  P rov ince ' s  
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and ~ i s t r i c t ' s  i n fo rma t ion  should  have been t h e  same (pg .76 ) .  
S ince  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  was t h e  same, he  d i d  n o t  know why 
Task Force Barker u s u a l l y  o b t a i n e d  i t s  in fo rma t ion  from 
G A V I N ' s  group r a t h e r  t han  Province (pg. 7 8 ) .  He s p e c u l a t e d  
t h a t  it w a s  due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  when p r i s o n e r s  were brought  
t o  d i s t r i c t  f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  
r ece ived  from Province which had been p l o t t e d  on t h e  map 
were g iven  t o  t h e  u n i t  (pg.  7 8 ) .  GAVIN never  g o t  i n t o  t h e  
p lanning  s i d e  o f  an o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 7 5 ) .  The u n i t s  would 
come t o  h i s  headqua r t e r s  t o  g e t  what i n t e l l i g e n c e  in format ion  
he  had,  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  headqua r t e r s  t o  fo rmula te  t h e i r  
p l a n s ,  and,  g i v e  GAVIN a  b r i e f i n g  p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
(pg. 7 5 ) .  GAVIN was r e q u i r e d  t o  keep t h i s  l a t t e r  i n fo rma t ion  
q u i e t  u n t i l  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  p reven t  
l e a k s  (pg. 75) . 

b. I n t e l l i g e n c e  in fo rma t ion  provided f o r  16 March 
o p e r a t i o n .  

Although he  o f t e n  provided t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  w i t h  
in format ion  a s  t o  t h e  whereabouts o f  t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n ,  
he  d i d  n o t  do s o  f o r  t h e  1 6  March o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 7 3 ) .  
He could  n o t  b r i n g  t o  mind where h e  had t h e  VC b a t t a l i o n  
l o c a t e d  e i t h e r  i n  mid-March o r  t h e  beginning o f  March 
(pgs .  73,  7 4 ) .  H e  remembered no th ing  about  t h e  r e l a t i o n  
o f  t h e  48th VC Local  Force B a t t a l i o n  t o  t h e  16 March 
o p e r a t i o n ,  and he d i d  n o t  know i f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  was c r u c i a l  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ' s  p lanning  
( P ~ S  74, 75) . 
3. INQUIRIES AFTER THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  he asked t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  f o r  
a body count  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o u t  o f  c u r i o s i t y ,  and not. 
due t o  a r e q u e s t  from t h e  Vietnamese (pg. 7 0 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  
t h e  body count  was 1 2 0  (pg . .  7 0 ) .  He never  hea rd  any of  t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  people  were l i n e d  up and s h o t ,  and he knew 
no th ing  about  p r i s o n e r s  be ing  m i s t r e a t e d  by t h e  Na t iona l  
P o l i c e  (pgs .  85, 86,  9 0 ) .  He knew noth ing  about  c i v i l i a n s  
be ing  k i l l e d  (pg,  9 0 )  . H e  never  heard  t h a t  t h e  ARVN's  
were conduct ing an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  determine what had 
happened a t  My L a i ,  and h e  knew o f  no o p e r a t i o n  under taken 
by Colonel  K H I E N  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  (pg.  8 2 ) .  GAVIN remembered 
a l i a i s o n  type  v i s i t  by HENDERSON, b u t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  
HENDERSON met TAN a t  t h i s  t ime (pgs .  90,  9 1 )  . he w i t n e s s  
d i d  n o t  know where HENDERSON ob ta ined  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  that 
t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  Chief d i d  n o t  g i v e  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  
any importance (pg. 89) . 
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4 .  REPORTS OF INVESTIGATION. 

a.  The f i l i n g  system a t  D i s t r i c t .  

The on ly  r eco rd  main ta ined  by GAVIN was t h e  l og  
i n  which o p e r a t i o n s  and a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  were e n t e r e d  
(pg. 40) .  Once a month they  f i l e d  a hamlet  r e p o r t  and a 
s t a t u s  o f  t h e  Vietnamese f o r c e s  r e p o r t  (pgs .  4 0 ,  4 1 )  . 
T h e i r  f i l e  cop ie s  were k e p t  i n  t h e  f i l e  c a b i n e t  (pg .41) .  
Dai ly  messages were k e p t  i n  t h e  l e d g e r  (pg.  4 1 ) .  D i r e c t i v e s  
o f  a permanent n a t u r e  would be  r e t a i n e d  (pg. 4 1 )  . 
I n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  would b e  s c reened ,  p l o t t e d  on t h e  map, 
and then  des t royed  because o f  t h e i r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  (pg .41) .  
F i n a l l y ,  t hey  submi t ted  a  very b r i e f  monthly r e p o r t  which 
was used f o r  i n p u t  i n t o  t h e  Quang Ngai p rov ince  r e p o r t  
( P ~ S  4 1 ,  4 2 ) .  

b.  Knowledge o f  r e p o r t s  by ARVN o f f i c i a l s .  

TAN never  showed GAVIN a l e t t e r  he  had r ece ived  
from a v i l l a g e  c h i e f  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n  
(pg. 4 2 ) .  TAN never  showed him E x h i b i t  M-49, which w a s  a 
l e t t e r  t o  TAN from M r .  DO, t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  which w a s"zepoi-tof the Allied Opera t i o i l  sf 1' 1" ----I- - In '""  v L ' l a l b J L  L J V O  

(pg. 4 2 ) .  TAN f a i l e d  t o  t e l l  him o f  r e p o r t s  t h a t  TAN had 
ob ta ined  from v i l l a g e  and hamlet  c h i e f s  r ega rd ing  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  42 ,43) .  TAN d i d  n o t  t e l l  GAVIN abou t  t h e  
le t ters  h e  wro te  t o  t h e  Province Ch ie f ,  Colonel  KHIEN, 
concerning the '  o p e r a t i o n  and t h e  r e s u l t i n g  d e a t h s  o f  
c i v i l i a n s  i n  Tu Cung and Co Luy ( E x h i b i t s  M-28, M-29) 
( P ~ S  43, 4 4 )  . Although GAVIN agreed  t h a t  TAN'S 11 A p r i l
le t ter  t o  K H I E N  ( E x h i b i t  M-29) i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a copy 
had been s e n t  t o  GAVIN, he  never  o b t a i n e d  any in format ion  
resembling t h e  c o n t e n t  of  t h e  l e t t e r ,  and he  sugges ted  t h a t  
t h i s  document w a s  never  given t o  him by h i s  subord ina t e s  
(pgs.  4 4 ,  45) . H e  d i s coun ted  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  h i s  
i n t e r p r e t e r  cou ld  have f a i l e d  t o  g e t  t h e  g i s t  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  
(pgs.  4 4 ,  45 ) .  This  l e t t e r  was n o t  d i s c u s s e d  a t  h i s  head-
q u a r t e r s ,  and he  never  s a w  it o r  w a s  t o l d  about  it (pgs.  45, 
6 5 ,  9 4 ) .  H e  cou ld  n o t  e x p l a i n  how in fo rma t ion  l i k e  t h i s  
cou ld  come i n t o  h i s  headqua r t e r s  w i thou t  him knowing about  
it (pg.  49) . H e  d i d  n o t  know why E x h i b i t  M-29 w a s  n o t  found 
i n  h i s  headqua r t e r s  (pg. 93) . GAVIN s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  
unders tand  why he  was n o t  informed o f  t h e s e  documents by 
TAN, because TAN u s u a l l y  showed him eve ry th ing  invo lv ing  
Americans (pg.  4 4 ) .  H e  never  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  l e t t e r  w i t h  
Colonel  GUINN (pg. 47) . He never  hea rd  t h a t  TOAN d i r e c t e d  
t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be  conducted w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  
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a l l e g e d  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  i n  Tu Cung and Co Lay (pg .46 ) .  
H e  never  hea rd  about  E x h i b i t  M-36 which i s  an i n t e r n a l  
communication from PHO t o  TOAN r ega rd ing  an American u n i t  
o p e r a t i n g  i n  e a s t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  on 16 March 1968, which 
s h o t  and k i l l e d  400 c i v i l i a n s  (pg.  4 6 ) .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
d i s c u s s i n g  any such a l l e g a t i o n s  w i th  RODRIGUEZ o r  DAWKINS 
(pgs .  43, 471, nor  d i d  h e  remember d i s c u s s i n g  w i t h  
RODRIGUEZ any th ing  RODRIGUEZ might have done w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  
such r e p o r t s  (pg. 43) . 

c. G A V I N ' s  knowledge o f  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  made by RODRIGUEZ 

( E x h i b i t  M-30) . 


The w i t n e s s  had never  b e f o r e  seen  RODRIGUEZ'S 
s t a t emen t  ( E x h i b i t  M-30), and h e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  RODRIGUEZ 
t a l k i n g  t o  him about  t h e  document o r  i t s  p r e p a r a t i o n  
(pgs.  47 ,48 ,65 ,67) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c o l l e c t  a conve r sa t ion  

wi th  RODRIGUEZ on 16 A p r i l  i n  which RODRIGUEZ t o l d  him: 
(1) t h a t  w h i l e  GAVIN had been gone RODRIGUEZ had r ece ived  
a r e q u e s t  from the province  a d v i s o r  t o  t a l k  w i t h  TAN; 
( 2 )  t h a t  RODRIGUEZ had spoken wi th  TAN; and ( 3 )  t h a t  
RODRIGUEZ had p repa red  E x h i b i t  M-30 (pgs .  4 8 ,  50) . GAVIN 
s p e c u l a t e d  t h a t ,  had RODRIGUEZ d i scus sed  t h i s  s u b j e c t  w i t h  
him, RODRIGUEZ would have shown him t h e  document, and GAVIN 
never  s a w  it (pgs .  48, 92,  94) . GAVIN on ly  remembered t h a t  
on h i s  r e t u r n  he  was t o l d  t h a t  a c a p t a i n  had been t o  t h e i r  
headqua r t e r s  a t t empt ing  t o  g e t  a s t a t emen t  from GAVIN f n  
s u p p o r t  of c e r t a i n  awards (pg.  5 0 ) .  GAVIN could  n o t  
e x p l a i n  how RODRIGUEZ'S s t a t emen t  could  h e  made wi thou t  
h i s  knowing about  i t ,  and he d i d  n o t  know why t h e  document 
could n o t  be  found i n  h i s  headqua r t e r s  (pgs .  49, 9 3 ) .  H e  
could n o t  e x p l a i n  why R O D R I G U E Z ' S  s i g n a t u r e  was removed from 
t h e  s t a t emen t  i n c l o s e d  i n  R-5 (pg.  9 1 ) .  

d. is cuss ions concerning t h e  m a t t e r  among ~ m e r i c a l  
a d v i s o r s .  

While GAVIN d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  a s e r i e s  o f  mid-April 
meetings w i t h  G U I N N ,  he  sugges t ed  t h a t  they  could  have 
occur red  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  M r .  M A Y ' S  d e s i r e  t o  p u t  
Vietnamese i n  f o r t i f i e d  hamlets (pgs ,  67-69! , H e  disagreed.  
w i th  MAY on t h i s  i d e a ,  and t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  meet ings  
concerning it (pg.  6 9 ) .  H e  cou ld  b r i n g  t o  mind no r e f e r e n c e  
a t  one o f  t h e s e  meet ings  t o  a communication t h a t  had t r a n s p i r e d  
between G U I N N  and RODRIGUEZ o r  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a f u r t h e r  
r e p o r t  t o  b r i g a d e  o r  d i v i s i o n  (pg. 6 9 ) .  
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5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  U s e  o f  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  on 16 March. 

The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  t h e  u se  
o f  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  o r  A R V N ' s  on t h e  16 March o p e r a t i o n  
(pg. 8 4 ) .  The w i t n e s s  opined t h a t  p r i s o n e r s  were t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  U.S. f o r c e s  u n t i l  o f f i c i a l l y  t u rned  
o v e r  t o  t h e  Vietnamese (pg. 85) . 

b.  R e p r i s a l  a t t a c k s  by t h e  VC. 

The w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  VC a t t a c k *  on t h e  c i t a d e l  
i n  which f i v e  o r  s i x  c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  and t h e  VC 
k i l l i n g  of 75 people  a t  Binh Son w e r e  r e p r i s a l s  (pgs .  87, 
8 8 ) .  

c. Vietnamese o p e r a t i o n s  i n , ?  t h e  a r e a .  

Although t h e r e  were a number o f  Vietnamese 
o p e r a t i o n s  going on i n  1968, t h e  w i t n e s s  could  n o t  p i n p o i n t  
t h e i r  d a t e s  (pg. 7 4 ) .  There were s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s  i n  
which t h e  VC pushed t h e  Vietnamese around,  and h e  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e n e ~ h e r e d  an Instzznse I n  July i n  w h i c h  t h e  
VC occupied t h e  c i t a d e l  (pg. 7 9 ) .  

d .  C o m m e n t s  by GOUZOULES. 

GAVIN could  n o t  b r i n g  t o  mind an i n c i d e n t  i n  which 
GOUZOULES had made a comment about  Task Force  Barker  which, 
when r ece ived  by t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ,  e l i c i t e d  a s t a t e m e n t  from 
e i t h e r  BARKER o r  CALHOUN t h a t  they  d i d  n o t  want GOUZOULES 
t o  come t o  Task Force Barker (pg. 7 1 ) .  GOUZOULES' comment 
was supposed t o  have been made du r ing  a meal a t  Bin Son 
(pg. 7 1 ) .  

5 SUM APP T-9A 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



- -- 

- ---- 

- -  

- - 

-- -- 

- - -  

-- 

. .FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

N~IZ,ID DE:SCRTPTION NOT'E s PAGFX1 x 2  - -
W i t  had never  s een  I ---T:77z~1~~, 

. ~ - 9 1 1 1Apr. ( t r a n s )  (Son ~ i n h  ' b e f o r e .  4 4  ' 

m ~ a dneve; seen  . . .  
M-30, Stmt o f  R O D R I G U E Z .  be fo re .  4 1' 

W i t  had never  s een  

M-35 VC ~ r o p q a n d al e a f l e t  b e f o r e .  50
, 

. . Memo for DC, 2d ARVN Div, W i t  had - n e v e r  seen--- 
M-36 1 2  Apr b e f o r e .  --- - - .---,c--4 6  50 


. . 
. . W i t  had n e v e r , s e e n  

M - 4 9  L U Y E N " ~  4 2
l t r  t o  TAN. b e f o r e .  

- St m t b y  GAVIN i n  s u p p o r t  Document i n t roducec  

---- M - 1 1 4  o f  recommendation o f  i n t o  evidence.  . . 5 0  
.. awards f o r  CPT LA-=-


' .  PFC JOHNSON 
 -
Copy of  R-1 from t h e  Document handed 

-R- 5 1 1 t h  B d e  f i l e s  t o  w i t n e s s .  88 
. . 

. . 

-

. . .  . . 
- : I., . . 

. . . . 

. .. . . . .  


. . 

. . .  

-

b . SUM APP T-9A 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1546 hours ,  6 
December 1969. ) 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing named persons a r e  prese.nt: 
LTG PEERS, MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL MILLER, 
COL WILSON, COL FRANKLIN, and MAJ LYNN.  

RCDR: 
avid C. GA

S i r ,  
VIN. 

t h e  next  witness  i s  Lieutenant  Colonel 

(LTC GAVIN,  , Headquarters,  Combat 
Developments Command, was c a l l e d  as  a  wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows: )  

10: Colonel GAVIN,  before  we proceed w i t h  any ques t ions  I 
s h a l l  inform you of s e v e r a l  mat te rs .  

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  Secre- 
t a r y  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  Army, f o r  
the  purpose of determining t h e  f a c t s  and making f ind ings  and 
recommendations concerning two th ings :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of t h e  p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  i n  t h e  chain 
of command, of what i s  commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  My Lai  
i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March 1968; and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppression of information by persons 
t h a t  had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  f u r n i s h  information concerning 
t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  being conducted t o  i n v e s t i -  
ga te  a l l  of t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances of what happened a t  My 
Lai. I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  a t  those s p e c i f i c  purposes which I 
have j u s t  s t a t e d .  

I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obta ined  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i -  
ga t ions  i n t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Your testimony w i l l  be taken under oa th  and a verbatim 
t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A t ape  recording  i s  being made 
i n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  verbatim notes  being taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although the  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  tes t imony,  o r  
P a r t s  of  it, a t  a l a t e r  date may become p u b l i c  knowledge. 
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There a r e  s e v e r a l  people  i n ,  t h i s  room who may ask  
you q u e s t i o n s .  With t h e  excep t ion  of M r .  MACCRATE and M r .  
WALSH, t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  my a s s i s t a n t s  and they  a r e  auth-
o r i z e d  t o  ask q u e s t i o n s  i n  my b e h a l f .  M r .  MACCRATE and M r .  
WALSH a r e  s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  c a p a c i t y  of l e g a l  counse ls  t o  a s s i s t  
m e ,  and t h e y ,  l i k e w i s e ,  may address  q u e s t i o n s  t o  you. However, 
I have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of weighing t h e  ev idence  and making 
t h e  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. 

You a r e  o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  tes t imony i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i tnes ses  f o r  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  excep t  i n  t h e  performance of o f f i c i a l  duty  
as you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  be fo re  a competent j u d i c i a l  
o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  you a r e  cau t ioned  t h a t ,  i f  you a r e  
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o r d e r  i s s u e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  
g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  of t h e  United S t a t e s  v. C a l l e y ,  your  
appearance h e r e  i n  no way changes t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of t h a t  
o r d e r .  

Do you have any q u e s t i o n s  concerning what I have 
j u s t  s t a t e d  to you i n  terms of i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

A-, None, s ir .  

I0: Do you have  anything? 

COL MILLER: No, sir. 

I0 : Colonel  GAVIN,  would you c i t e  your duty  ass ignment  
as, o f  t h e  1 6 t h  of March 1968? 

A. I was t h e  D i s t r i c t  Sen ior  Advisor ,  Son Tinh 3is-
t r i c t ,  Quang Ngai Province,  Republic of  Vietnam, s i r .  

Q .  How long  had you been i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ?  

A. I g o t  t h e r e  i n  J u l y  of 1967, s i r .  

Q .  And you remained i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y  f o r  how long? 

A. U n t i l  January 1969, s i r .  

Q .  January 1969 ? 

Right ,  sir.  
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o p e r a t i o n a l  information? 

A. Yes, sir.  People came down p e r i o d i c a l l y  and I 
would forward, i f  I go t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  from province 
o r  from my d i s t r i c t ,  I would e i t h e r  c a l l  them on t h e  
r a d i o ,  o r  have them, i f  t h e r e  was a mass of informat ion ,  have 
them come down and pick up t h e s e  r e p o r t s .  

Q Was t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  conducted wi th  Task Force 
Barker o r  wi th  t h e  11th Brigade? 

A. With Task Force Barker d i r e c t l y ,  sir.  

Q D i r e c t l y  wi th  Barker? 

A.  Right ,  sir. 

Q. Who from Barker d i d  you d e a l  with p r imar i ly?  

A. The S3 and Colonel BARKER and t h e  S2, Captain 
KOTOUC . 
Q. Did you d e a l  a t  a l l  with t h e  S5? 

A .  No, s i r ,  because most of my d i s t r i c t  was i n  t h e  
ARVN A 0  and t h e  S5 a c t i v i t i e s  were, of course ,  w i t h i n  t h e  
Americal AO. 

Q- Let  m e  hear  t h a t  s ta tement  again.  Most of your 
d i s t r i c t  was w i t h i n  t h e  ARVN AO, and t h e  23d Divis ion  A0 
was o u t s i d e  your d i s t r i c t  then? 

A. The America1 Divis ion  A 0  came down i n t o  my 
d i s t r i c t  i n  t h e  w e s t  and then  it went back up and 
p a r a l l e l e d  t h i s  r i v e r  i n  t h e  e a s t .  I can draw t h i s ,  s i r ,  
i f  you have a map, i f  you wish? 

Q. I d o n ' t  t h ink  it i s  necessary a t  t h i s  moment. 

A.  But t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t s  of t h e i r  A 0  t h a t  were i n  
my d i s t r i c t  w a s  o u t  i n  t h e  f a r  VC c o n t r o l l e d  t e r r i t o r i e s .  

9 Out i n  t h e  mountains genera l ly  t o  t h e  west? 

A .  Y e s ,  s ir ,  most of it was t o  t h e  w e s t .  To t h e  
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would come down usua l ly  a f t e r  t h e  a r e a  was secured ,  o r  
the  S2 would t e l l  me as  soon a s  they proposed t h e  opera t ion  
t h a t  they  wanted a couple of  Nat ional  Po l i ce  t o  h e l p  them 
with t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  and t h e  search  a f t e r  they had 
secured t h e  a rea .  They would c a l l  me and t e l l  me how 
many people they wanted t o  be on standby s o  they  could 
send a h e l i c o p t e r  i n  t o  pick them up and t a k e  them i n t o  
t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a  a f t e r  it w a s  secure .  This was t h e  
normal procedure.  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  i f  they advised you on t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  occasion? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  because they took 
t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e  o r ,  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  we would have e i t h e r  
Nat ional  P o l i c e  o r  PF t h a t  were from t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
hamlet because they would know t h e  people,  t h e  h i d i n g  
p laces ,  t h i s  kind of  th ing .  

Q You remember how many they obta ined  on t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  day? 

A. No, sir.  A s  I s a y ,  t h i s  was normal procedure 
and t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day d i d n ' t  s t and  ou t ;  it d o e s n ' t  
s tand  o u t .  

Q. Yes. Does t h e  name Lieutenant  JOHNSON mean 
anything t o  you? O r  Captain FLETCHER? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. While t h i s  opera t ion  was going on, were 
t h e r e  any o t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n s  of a l a r g e  a c t i v i t y  going 
on i n  t h a t  a rea?  

A. No, s ir ,  n o t  any i n d i c a t i o n s  a t  t h e  t ime. 
Normally, I wouldn ' t  even g e t  an a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t  
from them un less  I c a l l e d  them and s p e c i f i c a l l y  asked. 

Q Did 'you have information about an i n o r d i n a t e  
number of re fugees  coming ou t  of  t h a t  a rea?  

'A. No, sir.  But t h e  r e fugees ,  unless  you 
Surrounded t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  refugees  would go o u t  normally 
a s  soon as  t h e  opera t ion  s t a r t e d ,  sir.  The refugees  
Would move o f f  t o  t h e  s i d e .  They wouldn ' t  completely 
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evacua te  t h e  a r e a .  They would j u s t  move o u t  o f  t h e  
immediate a r e a  o f  o p e r a t i o n .  A s  soon a s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
w a s  ove r  t hey  would move r i g h t  back i n .  

Q. They would n o t  d u r i n g  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  W e  have 
h e a r d  from p rev ious  tes t imony t h a t  when they  went i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  t h e r e  was r a t h e r  a l a r g e  body 
o f  c i v i l i a n s  moved down Highway 521 towards Quang Ngai 
o r  toward Son Tinh. 

A. Yes, s ir .  This  would be t h e  way t h e  r e fugees  
moved. A s  soon as t h e r e  w a s  an o p e r a t i o n  and they  knew 
what was happening,  t h e n  they  would move toward t h e  
boundary o f  t h e  f r i e n d l y  area. They would n o t  come a l l  
t h e  way i n  because t h i s  would s u b j e c t  them t o  p o l i c e  I D  
c a r d  check and a l l  t h i s ,  and t h e y  d i d n ' t  want t o  come 
under  government c o n t r o l  s o  t hey  would j u s t  move n e a r  
enough t o  t h e  f r i e n d l y  boundary t h a t  t hey  would be o u t  
o f  t h e  a c t i o n .  

Q Would they  n e c e s s a r i l y  know where t h e  f r i e n d l y  
boundary was? 

A. Oh, they  knew where t h e  government c o n t r o l  
ended,  y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Yes, I see what you mean. You are n o t  
t a l k i n g  about  the--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s i r ,  I'm t a l k i n g  about  t h e  GVN 
c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a .  They would move toward them because they  
knew t h a t  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  o r  any th ing  of  t h a t  n a t u r e  
w o u l d n ' t  be d i r e c t e d  r i g h t  nex t  t o  t h e  GVN a r e a .  

Q Now, d i d  you e v e r  have any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  
something unusual  had t aken  p l a c e  i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. N O ,  s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  The on ly  t h i n g ,  I remember 
c a l l i n g  them and g e t t i n g  t h e  VC count  and t h e  number o f  
weapons. 

Q What d i d  t h e y  t e l l  you? 

A. I t  w a s  above a hundred. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  
e x a c t  f i g u r e ,  sir.  But what I thought :  "Oh boy, t h a t ' s  
good. T h a t ' s  one less l o c a l  company t h a t  we've g o t  t o  
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worry about." And as  f a r  a s  t h e  weapons were concerned, 
t h i s  was n o t  unusual i n  t h a t  t h e  VC had i n s t r u c t e d  t h e i r  
people t h a t  i f  a VC go t  s h o t  f o r  them t o  h ide  t h e  weapon 
because they could rep lace  t h e  VC, b u t  they  c o u l d n ' t  
r ep lace  t h e i r  weapons. T h i s  was normal procedure f o r  t h e  
people i n  those  a r e a s .  

Q A t  a subsequent t i m e  d i d  you hear  any information 
coming o u t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  ch ie f  of  Tan My, o r  My La i  v i l l a g e  
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  something unusual o r  some a t r o c i t i e s  had 
taken p lace?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t ,  

Q Did you s e e  any VC propaganda which would 
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  some a t r o c i t i e s  had taken p l a c e  i n  My L a i  
( 4 )  ? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n l t . b e c a u s e  a l l  t h e  propaganda 
t h a t  was i n  Engl i sh ,  I brought copies  back with me. I ' v e  
s t i l l  g o t  it and t h e r e  was nothing.  

10: I 'd l i k e  Colonel HENDERSON'S r e p o r t .  

RCDR : Y e s ,  sir. 

10: I have h e r e ,  co lone l ,  .what we r e f e r  t o  a s  
Exh ib i t  R-1. The second i n c l o s u r e  i s  an English t r a n s -
l a t i o n  of a Vietnamese p iece  of propaganda. I would 
l i k e  t o  show you t h i s  and ask you i f  you have eve r  seen 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  document o r  anything c l o s e l y  r e l a t i n g  
t o  it. 

(Handing Exh ib i t  R-1 t o  t h e  wi tness .  ) 

A. No, s ir .  I never saw any propaganda t h i s  
d e t a i l e d .  A l l  mine were l i t t l e  f l y e r s  t h a t  we would 
pick up. They would be j u s t  l i t t l e  smal l  s h e e t s .  Now, 
t h i s  could have been put  ou t  i n  Vietnamese, b u t ,  a s  I . 
say ,  sir--

,Q* ( In te rpos ing)  I t  i s  two pages long. 

A .  W e l l ,  I j u s t  wanted t o  make t h a t  comment, s i r .  
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COL WILSON: Coord ina tes .  

A .  Can I r e a d  it o f f  my map? I c a r r i e d  t h i s  map 
t h e  whole t i m e - -

COL MILLER: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  i s  an  exh ib i t - -

MR WEST: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The c o o r d i n a t e s  w i l l  be t h e  same. 
That  i s  a l l  r i g h t .  

A .  713764 would be j u s t  about  it. 

10: But from e i t h e r  t h e  o u t p o s t  a t  Chau Thanh, o r  
t h e  o u t p o s t  a t  An Loc, o r  t h e  RD c a d r e  a t  An Loc, you neve r  
r e c e i v e d  any r e p o r t s  concerning any unusual  happenings i n  
My Lai?  

A. N O ,  s ir ,  I d i d n ' t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  Colonel  GAVIN, w e  have h e r e  a docu-
ment which i s  marked E x h i b i t  M-5 which i s  a l e t t e r  from 
L i e u t e n a n t  TAN, t hen  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  
t o  t h e  Quang Ngai p rov ince  c h i e f ,  d a t e d  2 8  March. I r e f e r  
t h i s  l e t t e r  t o  you and ask i f  you have eve r  s e e n  t h i s  l e t -
ter e i t h e r  i n  i t s  Vietnamese form o r  t h e  Engl i sh  t r a n s l a -
t i o n  t h e r e o f ?  

( E x h i b i t  M - 5  handed- t o  w i tnes s . )  

A .  No, s i r ,  because i f  I had ,  he would have had t h e  
d e s i g n a t i o n s  of t h e  u n i t s ,  s ir .  I d i d  n o t  s e e  i t ,  no, s ir .  

Q Would he normally t r a n s m i t  a l e t t e r  such as t h i s  
w i thou t  c u t t i n g  you, h i s  a d v i s o r ,  i n t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he was 
sending  such a l e t t e r ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  he  could  because h i s  p rov ince  c h i e f  
q u e r i e d  him d i r e c t l y ,  t hen  he  i n  t u r n  would go back down 
and t a l k  w i t h  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f f i c i a l  who was o u t  i n  one o f  
o u r  r e fugee  camps. This  i s  what he would base  h i s  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  on and he  would r e p l y  d i r e c t l y  back through Vietnam-
e s e  channe ls .  

Q Where w a s  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  o f  My L a i ?  Where 
w a s  he l o c a t e d ?  
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A. I d o n ' t  know which r e fugee  camp, b u t  he was i n  
t h e  r e fugee  camps which were g e n e r a l l y  h e r e  along Highway 
1. They r a n  from t h e  r a i l r o a d  t o  approximately  r i g h t  a long  
i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  

COL WILSON : Coordinate .  

A. O n  t h e  w e s t  it would be t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  t h e  
r a i l r o a d  h e r e  and t h i s  highway, and on bo th  s i d e s  o f  t h e  
road h e r e .  Throughout t h i s  a r e a .  

MR WEST: J u s t  below Son Tinh. Could you d e s c r i b e  i t  f o r  
t h e  r e c o r d ,  s o  t h a t  we can l o c a t e  it. 

A. I f  I had t h e  name of  t h i s  road.  

MR WEST: Use your  map. 

A. Highway 58. North and sou th  o f  Highway 58. 
They were l o c a t e d  n o r t h  and sou th  of  Highway 58 from High-
way 1 t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  That  w a s  i n  t h e  wes te rn  p o r t i o n .  I n  
t h e  e a s t  t h e y  w e r e  a long  t h i s - -

I0: ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  5213 

A. 521 going e a s t  t o  approximately  t h e  6 5  g r i d  l i n e .  
Between Highway 1 and t h e  6 5  g r i d  l i n e .  I d o n ' t  know 
e x a c t l y  which camp they  w e r e  i n .  A number of  t h e  camps 
were named a f t e r  t h e  v i l l a g e s  where t h e  r e fugees  had come 
from. But I d o n ' t  remember them a l l  t h a t  w e l l .  

Q W a s  your  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o p e r a t i o n  t h e r e  wi th  t h e  
Vietnamese, w a s  it a j o i n t  o p e r a t i o n ,  combined? 

A .  No, o t h e r  t han  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I had an a d v i s o r  
t h a t  worked w i t h  them. 

Q. Worked r i g h t  i n  w i th  them? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. D i d  he  main ta in  a l o g  of i n t e l l i g e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s ?  
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NO,  s i r .  

Did you maintain a l o g  of any a c t i v i t i e s  t h e r e ?  

A. A s  f a r  as i n t e l l i g e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s ?  

Q I n t e l l i g e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  o r  any o t h e r  k ind  of 
a c t i v i t i e s ?  

A. We maintained t h e  normal MACV r e p o r t s  of  a c t i o n s  
and i n c i d e n t s  and t h i s  type of t h ing .  These were maintained 
a t  my CP up on t h e  h i l l  above t h e  d i s t r i c t  headquar ters  where 
w e  had our  r a d i o  and we t r a n s m i t t e d  these  r e p o r t s .  

Q. To your knowledge, i s  t h a t  log  s t i l l  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Did you b r i n g  with you any documents of t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  pe r iod  which might p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  opera t ion  i n  
t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  a rea?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Did you ever  r ece ive  a  r eques t  from Task Force 
Barker,  f r c z  t h e  11th Srigzde, c r  f r c m  the Az.erical Divis icn  
f o r  information concerning anything t h a t  may have taken 
p l a c e  the re?  Any information concerning t h e  refugee problem 
from My Lai  ( 4 )  o r  any o t h e r  problem? 

A. No, s i r ,  

Q. Were you ever  aware t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  o r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  was, o r  were,  being made of t h e  i n c i d e n t  of 
1 6  March a t  My Lai ( 4 ) ?  

A, What do you mean by ever?  Of course ,  I have 
-wi th in  t h e  l a s t  2 o r  3 months. 

Q While you w e r e  a c t i n g  as s e n i o r  d i s t r i c t  adv i so r  
t o  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  because I f e e l  t h a t  I would have been 
brought i n t o  it, s i r .  

1 4  
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Q Did Colonel BARKER o r  Colonel HENDERSON o r  any-
body from d i v i s i o n  ever  come t o  you and t a l k  t o  you about 
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  

A. Not t h a t  I remember, sir. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
being made by ARVN? E i t h e r  by t h e  armed f o r c e s ,  t h e  Viet-
namese armed f o r c e s ,  o r  by t h e  province and/or t h e  d i s t r i c t ?  

A. No, sir. A s  I say ,  I had no knowledge of any 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

MR WEST: W e  have rece ived  testimony t h a t  when Task Force 
Barker was prepar ing  f o r  t h i s  opera t ion  on 15  March 1968, 
the  commanders were b r i e f e d  and t h i s  was passed on t o  t h e  
men of t h e  companies t h a t  they expected t h e  c i v i l i a n  popu-
l a t i o n  of My Lai  ( 4 )  t o  be o u t  of the  hamlet by 7 o ' c lock  
i n  t h e  morning going t o  t h e  market a t  e i t h e r  Quang Ngai 
o r  Son Tinh. Based on your experience t h e r e ,  would you 
th ink  t h i s  i s  a reasonable assumption t h a t  a l l  t h e  people 
would be o u t  of t h e  hamlet? 

A. N o ,  n o t  a l l  of them, s ir .  Only of t h e  women t h a t  
c a r r i e d  t h e  s t u f f  t h a t  they had t o  market, o r  t h a t  they had 
t o  buy, they ,  i n  some cases  would t ake  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  with 
them, b u t  no t  t h e  e n t i r e  hamlet,  no, s i r .  

Q .  Is it customary f o r  t h e  men t o  go t o  market,  o r  
j u s t  t h e  women? 

A. No, s i r ,  usua l ly  t h e  men went o u t  and worked i n  
t h e i r  paddies ,  and t h i s  typeof t h i n g ,  and t h e  women d i d  
t h e  marketing, c a r r i e d  t h e  "chogie b a s k e t s . "  

Q. Did t h e  Vietnamese a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t h e  government 
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  make any planned e f f o r t  t o  g e t  t h e  people of 
My Lai  ( 4 )  t o  move o u t  and move i n t o  t h e  refugee  camps? 

A. W e l l ,  t h e  people,  as f a r  a s  going o u t  and f o r c i n g  
them t o  move, no, sir. We had them rounded up two o r  t h r e e  
.times. A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  t h e  R O K ' s  had them rounded up 
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t h a t  f a l l  b e f o r e  T e t  up nea r  t h e  Batangan Pen insu la ,  and a t  
t h a t  t i m e  when t h e  people  w e r e  r e l e a s e d  from t h a t  camp, t h e  
ones t h a t  had b o a t s  w e r e  a l lowed t o  go back t o  t h e i r  hamlets  
and p i ck  up t h e i r  b o a t s ,  and t h e i r  boa t s  w e r e  t hen  e s c o r t e d  
down t o  a r e s e t t l e m e n t  v i l l a g e  down i n  t h e  mouth of t h e  Song 
Tra  Khuc p r o p e r  away from . t he  Batangan a r e a ,  and t h e  people ,  
t h e  fa rmers ,  t h e  ones  t h a t  were from Binh Son D i s t r i c t ,  t h e  
nex t  d i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  you can s e e  t h e  boundary on t h e  
map, t hey  were t aken  then  t o  t h e  r e fugee  camps i n  Binh Son. 
This  is what happened t o  t h e s e  people  when they  w e r e  r e l e a s e d  
from t h e s e  Korean Marines who had them rounded up. I had 
numerous o p e r a t i o n s  o u t  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  bo th  American and ARVN 
combined o p e r a t i o n s ,  as w e l l  a s  W/PF o p e r a t i o n s  o u t  t o  
d i s t r i c t .  W e  never  g o t  i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  p rope r  because 
we d idn '  t have enough f o r c e .  But t h e  people  had ample 
oppor tun i ty  t o  l e a v e  t h e  a r e a  i f  t h e y  had s o  wished.  The VC 
w e r e n ' t  s t a n d i n g  on t h e  bo rde r  s ay ing ,  "No, you c a n ' t . "  

, 	 10: May I ask i f  you had f a c i l i t i e s  t o  handle  any 
a d d i t i o n a l  r e f u g e e s ?  

A. Well ,  as t h e  r e fugees  came i n ,  f a c i l i t i e s  were 
b u i l t ,  sir .  

Q. Yes. 

A.  Because, i n  August of  1967,  we d i d  i n  a combined 
o p e r a t i o n  open t h e  road  . a l l  t h e  way o u t  t o  t h e  mountains i n  
t he  w e s t ,  and t h e  people  r eques t ed  t h a t  w e  guard t h i s  road 
and g i v e  them t i m e  t o  walk o u t .  - Now t h e s e  w e r e  people  t h a t  
were a c t u a l l y  s o  deep i n '  VC t e r r i t o r y  t h a t  even though they  
wanted t o  come o u t  of t h e r e ,  t hey  col-l ldn' t ,  The VC could  
p reven t  them because it was t o o  long  a walk. Pad we opened 
t h e  road,  and I have f o r g o t t e n  ' t h e  e x a c t  number, b u t  t h e r e  
w e r e  q u i t e  a few thousand t h a t  b rought  t h e i r  cows, and -  t h e i . r  
o t h e r  posses s ions  wi th  them. 

MR WEST: So i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  l i v i n g  i n  
My L a i  ( 4 )  were t h e r e  of t h e i r  own f r e e  w i l l ,  would you say?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  
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Q. And you were t h e r e  a s  t h e  s e n i o r  adv i so r  t o  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  f o r  about 2 years?  

A. A y e a r  and a h a l f ,  sir.  

Q Have you read  accounts  i n  t h e  newspapers about 
t h e  so-ca l led  My Lai  inc iden t?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Did.  you ever  hear  of anything comparable t o  t h a t  
occurr ing  i n  Vietnam dur ing  your t ime t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  And a s  I say ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  
w e r e  o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  involv ing  Americans, 
and I was r i g h t  up i n  t h e  b i g  middle of them of  n e c e s s i t y  
because t h e r e  were formal i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ;  t h e  C I D  and a l l  
these  people came down. There w a s  one man t h a t  g o t  s h o t  on 
a motorcycle along Highway 1, and t h e r e  w a s  another  a l l eged  
rape by American u n i t s ,  and t h e s e  s t and  o u t  i n  my mind. I 
can remember e x a c t l y  a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s .  The 16th  of March 
d o e s n ' t  s t i c k  ou t .  

9 Could yon give irie a gensrzl ids2 of the  n z t u r e  
and the e x t e n t  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  i n c i d e n t s ,  what was 
normal i n  your experience? 

A. How t h e  o t h e r s  w e r e  handled? 

Q ' Y e s .  

A. The C I D  from Chu L a i  would come down and t a k e  
s ta tements  from everybody involved,  and then  I would go 
down with t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  t o  t h e  scene i f  it was where 
we could g e t .  A s  I say ,  f o r  t h e s e  two d i f f e r e n t  i n c i d e n t s  
that came up, they  a r e  very v i v i d  i n  my mind. 

Q. I t  would be both by a d i v i s i o n ,  inves t - iga t ion  
and one by t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. The Vietnamese with t h e  Nat ional  P o l i c e ,  yes ,  s i r .  
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I0 : A r e  t h e s e  c r imina l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o r  inves t iga -
t i o n  of a t r o c i t i e s  you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ,  Colonel GAVIN? 

A. These two, I b e l i e v e ,  were c r imina l  inves t iga -
t i o n s .  They were i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  had happened i n  t h e  govern-
ment c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a .  

MR WEST: I n  your experience,  a r e  you aware of any a t r o -
c i t i e s  committed dur ing  t h i s  time which were t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s ir .  

10: Colonel MILLER. 

COL MILLER: Based on your knowledge and experience i n  t h i s  
a r e a ,  a t  what t i m e  of day i s  it most l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e r e  
would be fewer people i n  a hamlet? 

A. I n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of t h e  morning. 

Q. About what time? 

A. 
l i g h t  
o r  S O  

Seven o ' c lock .  Because they would be up a t  day-. They would normally g e t  t o  t h e  market a t  6 o 'c lock  
, o r  s t a r t  walking towards t h e  market wi th  t h e i r  bas-

k e t s .  This ques t ion  might have been r a i s e d  t o  me, b u t ,  i f  
i t  was, then  t h e  answer w a s  misconstrued because t h e  hamlet 
would never be abandoned. 

Q Did t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  mat ters  t h a t  came t o  t h e  
d i s t r i c t - - y o u  had an a s s i s t a n t ,  d-id most of it normally 
come up t o  you, o r  d i d  your ass is tan t - -were  most of them 
handled by your a s s i s t a n t ?  

A. These va r ious  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s ,  VC l o c a t i o n s ,  
caches,  t u n n e l s ,  resupply movements t h a t  wer.e p ro jec ted ,  o r  
VC cadre meetings,  t h i s  type of t h i n g ,  when t h e s e  came i n ,  -

I ' d  g e t  a s t a c k  of them, and I ,  myself ,  would, a s  we l l  a s  
my l i e u t e n a n t ,  would read  through them and p l o t  them on t h i s  
map ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  s o  I would have a day t o  day knowledge of 
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  wi th in  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  
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COL MILLER: Tha t ' s  a l l  I have. 

COL WILSON: Had you ever  had any r e p o r t s  about Nat ional  
P o l i c e  execut ing  p r i s o n e r s  o r  VC suspec t s?  

No. 

Q m  D o  you know why.the ARVN d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  d i d  n o t  
know about t h i s  opera t ion?  

A, I thought  I explained t h a t  e a r l i e r .  

CQL WILSON: I ' m  so r ry .  I r e t r a c t  t h e  s ta tement  i f  it i s  
i n  t h e  record .  I d i d n ' t  g e t  it. 

Do you know who t h e  a d v i s o r ,  t h e  U . S .  adv i so r ,  
t o  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion  w a s  dur ing  t h i s  per iod?  

A, No, sir.  I know t h e  one t h a t  followed. I c a n ' t  
remember h i s  name. I can p i c t u r e  him, bu t  I know t h e  man 
t h a t  followed him. The name won't  come t o  me. Because we 
worked--the d i v i s i o n  team, and t h e  d i s t r i c t  and t h e  province 
w e r e  separa ted .  They separa ted  them, f i n a l l y ,  i n t o  two 
d i f f e r e n t  team numbers, and I ' d  g e t  i n t o  t h a t  compound, 
2 d  Divis ion compound, q u i t e  i n f r e q u e n t l y .  

9 Can you 'g ive  m e  t h e  north-south g r i d  l i n e  where 
t h e  GVN c o n t r o l  terminated? 

A .  I t ' s  diegonal .  

Q Could you desc r ibe  it i n  genera l  terms? 

A.  I t  would genera l ly  run from t h e  mountains e a s t  
of An Loc, Nui Ngang Mountain, and then  it would c u t  across  
northwest  t o  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of t h e  6 9  ( s tudying  map) and... .  

1'0: I f  you would, Colonel GAVIN, show us on 
t h e  map about where it i s .  

A: General ly ,  s i r ,  it s t a r t e d  h e r e  a t  t h e  r i v e r  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  and ran  along t h e  t o p  of  t h i s  mountain 
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A. Y e s .  

COL WILSON: May w e  have cop ie s  o f  your VC propaganda t h a t  
you r e f e r r e d  t o ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Do you have it wi th  you? 

A.  No, I ' v e  g o t  it a t  home. I l i v e  r i g h t  h e r e  i n  
Alexandria  though. 

Q Would you b r i n g  it down sometime? 

A. Y e s .  

Q About your  map, can w e  reproduce i t ?  

A. I t ' s  k ind  o f  b e a t  up, b u t ,  y e s ,  s ir .  These are 
a l l  t h e  GVN names f o r  t h e  hamle t s ,  s i r ,  we c a r r i e d  on t h e  
hamlet  r e p o r t ,  and t h e y  d i f f e r  i n  many i n s t a n c e s  from t h e  
map names. 

Q.  I would l i k e  t o  g e t  w i th  you a f t e r  we've com-
p l e t e d  w i t h  you. T h a t ' s  a l l  I have,  sir. 

COL F ~ U ' X L I N :  Suppose i n  tile iviy L a i j P i n k v i i i e  a r e a ,  i f  American 
f o r c e s  were o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e r e ,  would you g i v e  them c e r t a i n  
i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  and I ' m  t h i n k i n g ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  t hey  
wanted t o  burn o r  d e s t r o y  hootches  o r  k i l l  l i v e s t o c k ,  would 
they  have t o  c l e a r  it w i t h  you? What w a s  your p o l i c y ?  

A. The Vietnamese p o l i c y  h e r e ,  and I d i d n ' t  g i v e  
them any s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  b u t  anytime t h e y  went down 
i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  f o r  s e a r c h  and d e s t r o y ,  t hen  t h e y  d i d  d e s t r o y  
t h e  t u n n e l  complexes, bunkers ,  and burn t h e  houses .  Now, t h e  
l i v e s t o c k ,  no,  s i r ,  t h e r e  w a s  no s l a u g h t e r  o f  l i v e s t o c k .  

Q You mean t h i s  w a s  fo rb idden?  

A. It w a s n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  fo rb idden ,  sir.  I t  j u s t  
never  came up. I t  w a s  never  done. 

Q .  Did anybody e v e r  t a l k  t o  you about  t h e  16 March 
o p e r a t i o n ,  about  going i n t o  My L a i  ( 4 )  and burn ing  and l e v e l -
i n g  and d e s t r o y i n g  and k i l l i n g  l i v e s t o c k ?  
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A .  No, sir. 

Q I f  they would have asked you, would you have 
given them permission? 

A. N o ,  s i r .  A s  f a r  a s  burning t h e  houses,  s i r ,  and 
des t roy ing  t h e  bunkers--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about houses,  hootches,  
and l i v e s t o c k .  

A. There w a s  never any ques t ion  on l i v e s t o c k ,  and I 
wouldn ' t  g ive  t h a t  permission,  no, sir. I t  was never done. 

Q Would you g ive  permission t o  f i r e  prep f i r e  i n t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  prep f i r e  f o r  t h e  combat a s s a u l t ?  

A .  I f  it f e l l  w i th in  t h i s  over l ay  t h a t  had been pro-
vided t o  me by t h e  Vietnamese, y e s ,  s i r ,  it would be c l ea red .  
The mission r e q u e s t  would be c l ea red .  

Q You s p e n t  18 months over  t h e r e .  Does it seem 
l o g i c a l  t o  you that--you must have p r e t t y  good r e l a t i o n s  
with t h i s  guy TAN although he came i n  j u s t  be fo re  Tet--
but  if he got. a complaint from some v i l l a g e  ch ie f  t h a t  some 
hundred people had been massacred by Americans, wouldn ' t  he 
normally come and ask you about t h i s ?  

A. I f  he had s u b s t a n t i a l  evidence,  then  he would 
come t o  me, yes ,  s i r .  

Q .  Did he speak English? 

A.  Y e s .  

Q You t a l k e d  t o  him every day? 

A. I t a l k e d  t o  him every day. 

Q But he never mentioned t h i s  t o  you? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q. And y e t  he wrote a l e t t e r  up t o  t h e  province 
ch ie f .  What was t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  view towards t h e s e  
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c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  My Lai  a r e a ?  Did he c a r e  about them? 
What d i d  he cons ider  them? 

A. He considered them VC, s i r .  

Q . A l l  of them? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q .  L i t t l e  k i d s ,  women, everybody? 

A. A s  I say ,  I went o u t  t h e r e  on opera t ions  with t h e  
RF/PF t h a t  he commanded, and t h e  c i v i l i a n s  were n o t  combat-
a n t s  and they were n o t  f i r e d  upon. He d i d n ' t  go o u t  t h e r e  
and--because I say ,  every opera t ion ,  t h e  people were t h e r e .  
Anytime you went o u t  i n t o  t h a t  a r e a  you would have people,  
re fugees ,  b u t  they  wouldn't  go f a r .  They j u s t  go o f f  t o  t h e  
s i d e .  

Q. You know t h i s  guy. Would he be concerned i f  
innocent  c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  i n  a m i l i t a r y  opera t ion?  
Would t h i s  upse t  him? 

A. I f  they  were k i l l e d  by a i r  o r  a r t i l l e r y ,  no,  s i r ,  
I d o n ' t  t h ink  it would because he f e l t  t h a t  s i n c e  they  w e r e  
t h e r e  by choice ,  then  t h i s  was t h e  chance they  were t a k i n g  
by choice.  But t h e r e  w a s  never any opera t ion  t o  go o u t  
t h e r e  and round thex up aiid l e v e l  t h e  p iace ,  nu ,  s i r .  I t  was 
j u s t  SOP t h a t  whenever you went out  t h e r e ,  whenever you 
could g e t  enough f o r c e  t o  p e n e t r a t e  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  ARVN, t h e  RF/PF, 
whoever it was, would, j u s t  by SOP, burn t h e  hootches and 
des t roy  t h e  bunkers,  and i f  they had t h e  exp los ives ,  t h e  
tunne l s  and bunkers. 

Q. I n  your opin ion  i n  1 8  months i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  do 
you th ink  it was p o s s i b l e  t o  have a massacre o f ,  l e t ' s  say ,  
a hundred o r  more people up i n  t h a t  a rea  and you n o t  know 
i t ?  

A.  Yes, s ir .  

n 
id You say i t  w a s  poss ib le?  

A. Yes, s i r .  I th ink  it would be p o s s i b l e  because 
t h a t  i s  o u t  i n  t h e  VC a r e a .  
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Q The 48th Local  Force B a t t a l i o n ,  i s  t h a t  supposed 
t o  be  a p r e t t y  good b a t t a l i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  they  s u r e  were. 

Q - Task Force  Barker w a s  going i n  t o  t r y  and knock 
o u t  t h i s  b a t t a l i o n .  I would imagine t h i s  would be o f  g r e a t  
i n t e r e s t  t o  you. This  i s  t h e  t h i r d  major o p e r a t i o n ,  I 
b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  t hey  had conducted i n  about  a  month and a  
h a l f .  I t  would s e e m  t h a t  you would pay a l o t  o f  a t t e n t i o n  
and t h a t  you would be very  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i t ?  

A. There  were two l o c a l  f o r c e  companies and t h e  
48th t h a t  s t a y e d  i n  t h a t  a r e a  p e r i o d i c a l l y .  Tha t  w a s  
t h e i r  b a s e  a r e a .  They r a n  it. When they  would g e t  h u r t  
r e a l  bad,  t hey  would go back t o  t h e  wes t  t o  t h e  mountains 
t o  regroup ,  r e t r a i n ,  and rearm. A s  f a r  a s  m e  g e t t i n g  hepped 
up on any one o p e r a t i o n  t o  go o u t  t h e r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  g e t  
t h e  48th, w e  were always a f t e r  t h e  48 th ,  sir. 

Q .  You heard  of t h i s  body count  o f  o v e r  100. Did , 

you t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  a . p r e t t y  good--did you b e l i e v e  i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  because as I s a y ,  t h e r e  were two com- 
p m i e s  t h a t  s t a y e d  n u t  there i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  48th; and 
t h i s  d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  your  l o c a l  v i l l a g e  and hamlet  g u e r r i l l a ,  
guards ,  and t h i s  t y p e  t h i n g .  So, y e s ,  s i r ,  t h i s  t o  my know- 
l edge  would have been e n t i r e l y  f e a s i b l e .  A s  f a r  as having 
t h a t  many VC i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  y e s ,  s i r .  

C'OL FRANKLIN: No more q u e s t i o n s ,  sir.  

I D :  I f  it w a s  f e a s i b l e ,  assuming it w a s  f e a s i b l e ,  
what would you have expected t h e  weapon count  t o  be coming 
o u t  o f  an o p e r a t i o n  such as t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  a c t u a l l y ,  sir, as I s a y ,  t h e  people  o u t  
t h e r e  w e r e  t r a i n e d  t o  h i d e  t h e  weapons i f  t h e  VC g o t  k i l l e d ,  
and m e  n o t  hav ing  been t h e r e ,  t h i s  i s  what I assumed when 
t h e  weapons count  was s o  low. 
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Q When you r e c e i v e d  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  
was t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  a t  a l l  t h a t  a number o f  c i v i l i a n s  
had been k i l l e d  i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q By a r t i l l e r y  o r  gunships?  

A. No, s i r ,  because ,  a s  I s a y ,  I j u s t  c a l l e d  t h a t  
n i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  ox t h e  nex t  day ,  j u s t  c a l l e d  
them and s a i d ,  "Well,  what was your  f i n a l  count?"  And t h i s  
w a s  j u s t  f o r  my own in fo rma t ion  because they  never  gave us 
a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s .  We were n o t  i n  t h e i r  c h a i n .  I t  w a s  
j u s t  a r ad io - type  conve r sa t ion .  

Q I have one more q u e s t i o n  I would l i k e  t o  ask.  
You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had ope ra t ed  i n  t h i s  a r e a  on sev-
e ra l  occas ions?  

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - A f t e r  t h i s  t i m e ,  d i d  t h e  ARVN o r  d i d  t h e  RF 
and t h e  PF go back i n t o  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. Did you g e t  any bleed-off  a t  a l l  o r  any i n f o r -
mation a t  t h a t  t ime concern ing  an i n c i d e n t  t h a t  might have 
happened on t h e  1 6 t h ?  

A. No, s i r .  

Q Did you go i n t o  t h e  My La i  a r e a  a t  t h a t  t ime  on 
any o f  your  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  Think a minute.  
Take a minute and t h i n k  about  it. 

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k ,  s i r .  Eighteen  months i s  a 
l o t  of  o p e r a t i o n s ,  and I w a s  o u t  i n  t h a t  a r e a  q u i t e  
f r e q u e n t l y .  

Q. I unders tand  t h a t .  

A. I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  one subsequent  o p e r a t i o n ,  w e  
went--no, s i r ,  I was t h i n k i n g  we had gone a l l  t h e  way up 
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t h e r e  t o  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  b u t  w e  d i d n ' t .  We s topped on what is  
shown on your map a s  Ky Tay. T h a t ' s  t h e  one because I 
c a l l e d  a medevac f o r  a s m a l l  c h i l d  t h a t  had h i s  a r m  wounded. 

Q That was about  1,000 meters  t o  t h e  wes t?  

A .  Right ,  s ir ,  about  1 , 0 0 0  meters .  Because as I 
s a y ,  t h e  VC had H i l l  85 ,  and they had mor t a r s  around it and 
i f  we  g o t  o u t  t h e r e  t o o  f a r ,  we' d g e t  p a s t e d  up p r e t t y  bad. 

Q You l e f t  what t ime t h i s  yea r?  

A.  January 1969, s i r .  

Q. January.  And when you l e f t ,  what was t h e  s i t u -
.. a t i o n  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  c o n t r o l  of  t h a t  a r e a ?  You had 

drawn an imaginary , l i n e  f o r  us .  Had t h a t  l i n e  moved t o  t h e  
e a s t  o r  what was t h e  g e n e r a l  a t t i t u d e  then  i n  t h i s  a r e a  
9 o r  1 0  months ago? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  it had moved t o  the e a s t ,  and,  a l s o ,  
most of  t h e  people  from t h a t  a r e a ,  when I l e f t ,  as a m a t t e r  
of f a c t ,  t h e  day I l e f t ,  t h e  day b e f o r e  I l e f t ,  I was down, 
i n  a h e l i c o p t e r  down i n  t h e  sand b a r  down by Quang Ngai 
Ci ty  because w e  were b r i n g i n g  a l l  t h e  r e fugees  o u t .  I t  was 
t h a t  big amphibious combined o p e r a t i o n  w e  had o u t  t h e r e .  
I t  inc luded  t h e  ARVN, t h e  Marines,  t o  t r y  t o  t r a p  B a t t a l i o n  
48 and one o t h e r  b a t t a l i o n  o u t  on t h e  Batangan Pen insu la  and 
e n c i r c l e  t h e  a r e a .  When I l e f t ,  I t h i n k  they  had brought  
o u t  about  12,000,  w e l l ,  7,000 a c t u a l l y  when I l e f t .  I 
heard  l a te r  t h a t  t h e  count  w a s  up h i g h e r  t han  t h a t .  

Q .  Was t h i s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h e  l O l s t  Airborne Div-
i s i o n  w a s  involved  i n ?  

A . .  I b e l i e v e  so ,  s i r .  A s  I s a y ,  I was down i n  t h e  
r e fugee - r ece iv ing  end a t  t he  b i g  temporary r e fugee  camp 
t h a t  p rov ince  had s e t  up t o  r e c e i v e  t h e s e  people .  

COL FRANKLIN: I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask one more q u e s t i o n .  
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You operated 18 months wi th  t h e  4 t h  Div i s ion ,  
America1 o u t f i t s ,  and Task Force Barker. With r e s p e c t  t o  
t h e i r  combat e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  morale, and r e l a t i o n s  wi th  t h e  
Vietnamese, how would you c l a s s i f y  Task Force Barker? 

A .  I never  d e a l t  with t h e  ' t r o o p s  of Task Force 
Barker, s i r ,  s o  I r e a l l y  c o u l d n ' t  say. I wouldn ' t  be i n  a 
p o s i t i o n  t o  determine. I d e a l t ,  a s  I s a y ,  wi th  Colonel 
BARKER and t h e  S3 and t h e  S 2 ,  and t h e s e  people ,  bu t  as f a r  
as  going out  on an opera t ion  with them, I never d id ,  

Q. Did they give you t h e  impression of  a going out -
f i t ,  t h e  s t a f f  and Colonel BARKER, a going o u t f i t  who seemed 
t o  know what it was a l l  about? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  they seemed t o  be a r e a l  gung ho o u t f i t .  
They knew what t h e i r  job was t o  g e t  t h e  VC o u t  of t h i s  a r e a .  
Because i t  was mighty tough o u t  t h e r e ,  s i r .  

COL MILLER: I t h i n k  one o r  two of t h e s e  w i l l  r e q u i r e  your 
opinion more than p r e c i s e  knowledge. The v i l l a g e  ch ie f  had 
information upon which t o  make a r e p o r t ,  and, y e t ,  he is 
somewhat t o  the  west--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  The v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  sir. 

Q O f  Son My. How would he have g o t t e n  this 
informat ion?  

A. The people went back and f o r t h .  They would come 
i n t o  market,  and t h e  people who l i v e d  i n  t h e  refugee camp 
would t a l k  t o  t h e  people from t h e  VC a r e a ,  and those  v i l l a g e  
c h i e f s  and hamlet c h i e f s  t h a t  were i n  t h e  refugee  camps 
could t e l l  you everybody, by name, t h a t  was usua l ly  o u t  
t h e r e  i n  these  var ious  hamlets out  i n  t h e  VC a r e a  because 
t h e r e  was an exchange of information.  

Q Was it very probable t h a t  one of those people,  
one of t h e  r e l a t i v e s  o r  one of t h e  i n j u r e d ,  might have gone 
through t h e  l i n e s  and had gone up t o  t h e  South Vietnamese 
government o f f i c i a l - -
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A. ( In terpos ing)  A s  I say ,  s i r ,  t h e r e  was no prob-
lem g e t t i n g  through the l i n e s .  A l l  you had t o  do was walk 
down t h e  road. They came i n t o  Son Tinh market. I f  they  
wanted, they could do it. The people t h e r e  i n  t h e  e a s t ,  
there was no r e s t r i c t i o n  on t h e i r  movement between t h e  VC 
a r e a  and t h e  government a rea .  

Q Was any compensation paid t o  people i n  t h e  Vie t  
Cong c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a  f o r  i n j u r i e s  t o  c i v i l i a n s ?  

A. (Shaking head i n  t h e  negat ive . )  Never came up. 
There were never any claims o r  anything t h a t  I knew o f .  

10: Was t h e r e  any s o l a c e  payment which t h e  GVN and 
U.S . fo rces  pa id  when somebody was i n j u r e d  o r  k i l l e d ,  l e t  I s  

say by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  anything of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  which you 
normally handled? 

A. There was never any ou t  t h e r e  because t h e  people 
would come i n t o  t h e  market,  bu t  they  wouldn ' t  come and p u t  
a claim on t h a t  d i s t r i c t ,  because t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  he asks 
is "Why a r e  you ou t  t h e r e ? "  

COlL MILLER: I f  any of them had a complaint t o  make, most 
likely, somebody fxom t h a t  v i l l a g e  could have come back i n t o  
the GVN a r e a  and made t h e  complaint. 

A. Oh, yes .  As  I s a y ,  t h e  women came i n t o  t h i s  
market at Son Tan. 

Q- B u t  you know of no complaint l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Oh, no, s i r .  Like I say ,  t h e r e  was nothing t o  
make that opera t ion  s t a n d  out  from any of t h e  many o t h e r s  
I had worked wi th .  

IQ: Colonel GAVIN, w e  a r e  j u s t  about t o  f i n i s h  with 
o u r  i n q u i r y  with you. Before we do s o ,  however, we would 
l ike  you t o  th ink  f o r  a minute and then  provide f o r  us any 
a d d i t i o n a l  information t h a t  you can think of which might 

APP T-9 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


a s s i s t  us  i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y  concern ing  t h e  ev idence ,  o f  i n -  
v e s t i g a t i o n s  which were conducted of  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  
Any a t t empt s  that may have been made t o  suppres s  informa- 
t i o n  o f  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  anyth ing  which i n  your  
judgment would be of  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h i s  h e a r i n g .  

A. S i r ,  I h o n e s t l y  c a n ' t  t h i n k  of  a t h i n g ,  s i r ,  
because a s  I say ,  I didn* even  know anyth ing  about  it 
u n t i l  it came o u t  i n  t h e  paper .  I had been invo lved  i n  
t h e s e  o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s  and t h e y  were very  v i v i d l y  c l e a r  -and  
h e r e  t h e r e  w a s  no th ing .  

I0 : This  h e a r i n g  w i l l  now r e c e s s .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1655 hour s ,  6  December 
1969) 

(END OF PAGE) 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1800 hours ,  
11 F e b r u a q  197 0 .  ) 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The following named persons a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, COL ARMSTRONG, COL 
MILLER, LTC ROGERS, and MAJ LYNN. 

The hea r ing  r e c a l l s  Lieutenant  Colonel David C.  GAVIN. 

I remind you t h a t  you remain under oa th  f o r  t h i s  
hearing.  

A. Yes, s ir .  

I0: Colonel G A V I N ,  s i n c e  you l a s t  appeared before  t h i s  
i n q u i r y ,  which was i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of December, we have 
t a l k e d  t o  a l a r g e  number of people.  A l l  t o l d ,  inc lud ing  those 
we have t a l k e d  t o  be fo re ,  we have t a l k e d  t o  something i n  excess  
of 350 people. 

In  a d d i t i o n ,  we have assembled q u i t e  a l a r g e  number 
of documents which have t o  do with t h e  M y  Lai i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ,  t h e  r epor t ing  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  by var ious  means 
and the i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of the  i n c i d e n t  - o r  i n c i d e n t s .  

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  people h e r e  i n  t h e  
United S t a t e s ,  M r .  MACCRATE and myself and some o t h e r  members 
of t h e  i n q u i r y  team have v i s i t e d  South Vietnam where we have 
had an oppor tuni ty  t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  people i n  t h e  var ious  head- 
q u a r t e r s  of MACV, I11 MAF, and s o  f o r t h .  We have a l s o  v i s i t e d  the 
America1 Divis ion ,  t h e  11th  Brigade, LZ Dot t i e .  We have a l s o  
been t o  the 2d ARVN Divis ion headquar ters ,  t o  province head- 
q u a r t e r s ,  to Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  and we have t a l k e d  t o  t h e  
Americans t h a t  a r e  a s soc ia ted  with those  headquar ters .  Some 
of t h e m  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime, and some of whom were t h e r e  
previous ly ,  and we have t a l k e d  t o  a l a r g e  number of t h e  
responsible Vietnamese a u t h o r i t i e s ,  i nc lud ing  such i n d i v i d u a l s  
as Colonel! TOAN, now General TOAN, and Colonel K H I E N ,  who was 
replaced  as  t h e  province ch ie f  whi l e  we were t h e r e .  We t a l k e d  
t o  his successor  Colonel B I N H ,  and we have a l s o  t a l k e d  t o ,  now 
Captain TAN, who was t h e  information o f f i c e r  o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
officer a t  province headquarters  i n  Quang Ngai. We have 

APP T-9
J I  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

t a lked  t o  General L A M  and 111 MAF headquarters .  I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  a l l  of t h e s e ,  we v i s i t e d  t h e  s o  c a l l e d  My Lai  ( 4 )  Hamlet, 
I t ' s  a c t u a l l y  Thuan Yen Subhamlet of Tu Cung Vi l l age ,  a s  you 
know. Actua l ly ,  t h e r e  a r e  a t o t a l  of  f i v e  subhamlets i n  Tu 
Cung Vi l l age .  

So we a r e  p r e t t y  w e l l  organized a s  t o  t h e  geography 
of t h e  a r e a ,  the  o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  command, and how the  
opera t ion  took p lace .  What I a m  saying  i s  t h a t  we have a g r e a t  
wealth of information , a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  time. 

A .  Yes, s i r .  

8 So with t h i s ,  we a r e  t a k i n g  advantage now of 
f i l l i n g  i n  some of  t h e  gaps. T h i s  i s  one of t h e  reasons we 
c a l l e d  you i n ,  t o  f i l l  i n  some of these  gaps and t o  ask you 
some a d d i t i o n a l  ques t ions .  Before we do, however, I would 
l i k e  Colonel MILLER who, a s  you know, i s  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of 
the  Of f i ce  of t h e  Judge Advocate General ,  t o  warn you of your 
r i g h t s  and advise you concerning what we suspec t  of you. 

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

COL MILLER: On t h e  bases  of t h e  evidence t h a t  has  been 
received and considered i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s i n c e  you l a s t  
t e s t i f i e d ,  I inform you t h a t  you a r e  now suspected of having 
e o n ~ i t t e dc c r t a i z  cffenses i n  violation of the  Yziform Code 
of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e .  These having been done, i f  they were, 
i n  connection with your ac t ions  o r  your f a i l u r e  t o  take  
ac t ion  with r e s p e c t  t o  information and r e p o r t s  which came t o  
your o f f i c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  and which p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  a l l e g e d  
k i l l i n g  of Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  numbers by 
American t roops  i n  t h e  Sow My Vi l l age  a r e a  dur ing  the per iod  
of about 1 6  t o  18 March of 1968. 

More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  you a r e  suspected of f a i l u r e  
t o  obey genera l  r egu la t ions  concerning t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of 
knowledge o r  information of r e p o r t s  t h a t  p e r t a i n  t o  a l l eged  
suspected o r  apparent  war crimes.  

Secondly, of d e r e l i c t i o n  of duty i n  t h a t  you had 
brought t o  your o f f i c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  through Vietnamese channels 
a l l e g a t i o n s  and r e p o r t s  of k i l l i n g  of s i g n i f i c a n t  numbers of 
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Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  by American t roops  i n  Son My a r e a  on o r  about 
16 t o  1 8  March 1968 and t h a t  you f a i l e d  t o  t a k e  a f f i r m a t i v e  
a c t i o n  t o  v e r i f y  t h i s  information o r  t o  seek the a d d i t i o n a l  
r e p o r t s  and information through Vietnamese channels .  

Under t h e  circumstances , I a l s o  want t o  be c e r t a i n  
t h a t  you understand your r i g h t  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  g iv ing  t e s t i -
mony and your r i g h t  t o  counsel.  

F i r s t  of a l l ,  you have a r i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t  and 
answer no ques t ion  whatsoever. 

Any s ta tement  you do make can be used as  evidence 
a g a i n s t  you i n  a c r imina l  t r i a l .  

You have a r i g h t  t o  consu l t  wi th  counse l ,  and by 
counsel  I mean a  q u a l i f i e d  lawyer. This counsel  could be c i v i -
l i a n  c ~ u n s e l  of your won choice who would be employed by you 
a t  your own expense o r  i t  could be m i l i t a r y  counsel  who w i l l  
be provided f o r  you. I f  you wish,  you could employ c i v i l i a n  
counsel  and a l s o  have m i l i t a r y  couse l  made a v a i l a b l e .  I f  you 
have counse l  of  your own s e l e c t i o n  t h a t  you would p r e f e r  and i f  
he i s  reasonably a v a i l a b l e ,  we w i l l  try t o  make him a v a i l a b l e .  
Otherwise, you w i l l  r ece ive  a des ignated  counsel.  

You may decide t o  proceed and answer ques t ions  
without  having counsel p r e s e n t ,  and t h i s  i s  a l s o  your r i g h t .  
I f  you do t h a t ,  your same r i g h t s  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  g iv ing  t e s -  
timony o r  r e f u s i n g  t o  answer ques t ions  a t  anytime w i l l  apply,  
and you can s t o p  answering ques t ions  , r e f u s e  t o  answer p a r t i -  
c u l a r  ques t ions ,  o r  you can reques t  t h e  appointment of counsel  
a t  any time. 

Do you understand what I have s a i d  s o  f a r ?  

I0 : Before you go on, I want t o  add one t h i n g  here  
f o r  t h e  m a t t e r  of  t h e  record .  I n  your l a s t  s t a t ement ,  you s a i d  
he i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  suspected o f ,  and your l a s t  phrase was 
" f a i l e d  t o  t ake  a f f i r m a t i v e  a c t i o n  t o  v e r i f y  t h i s  informat ion ,  
o r  seek a d d i t i o n a l  r e p o r t s  and information through Vietnamese 
channels.  " 

COL MILLER: Yes, s i r .  

GAVIN 33 APP T-9 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



F O R  OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


10: And I would l i k e  t o  add i n  t h e r e ,  through 
Vietnamese and/or U .S . channels . 
COL MILLER: Do you understand t h e  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t  suspic ion  
which has t o  do with d e r e l i c t i o n  of duty? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir,. 

Q Do you unders tand  what I have s a i d  so f a r ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q You unders tand  what your  r i g h t s  a r e ?  Do you wish 
t o  have m e  e x p l a i n  them f u r t h e r ?  

A .  No, s i r .  

Q.. Would you a t ' t h i s  t i m e  w i s h  t o  have counse l  made 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  you o r  t o  be given an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s e e k  c i v i l i a n  
counse l?  

A.  You say  t h a t  I can e l e c t  t o  have counse l  a t  a 
l a te r  t i m e  du r ing  t h e  course  of i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  

Q Y e s ,  o r  you can r e f u s e  t o  answer any q u e s t i o n s  on 
your  own a t  any t ime .  

A.  No, s i r ,  I ' l l  answer,  s i r ,  b u t  as I s a y ,  I would 
l i k e  t o  r e s e r v e  t h e  r i g h t .  I am r a t h e r  t a k e n  aback,  s i r .  

Q. A r e  you w i l l i n g  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

Q D o  you waive your r i g h t  t o  counse l  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  y e s ,  s ir .  

a I t  can always be r e i n s t a t e d .  You can r e q u e s t
counse l  a t  any t i m e  i f  you wish.  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

a- And you waive your r i g h t  n o t  t o  t e s t i f y ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

10: The h e a r i n g  will r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1809 h o u r s ,  11 February 
1970.) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1000 hour s ,  12 February 
1970.)  

I 0  : The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named pe r sons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, COL MILLER, COL 
ARMSTRONG, LTC RODGER, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  the h e a r i n g  r e c a l l s  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  David 
C. GAVIN. 

(LTC GAVIN w a s  r e c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was reminded 
tha t  he w a s  s t i l l  under o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows: )  

COL MILLER: Colonel  Gavin, j u s t  b e f o r e  w e  r e c e s s e d  l a s t  n i g h t  
I advised  you t h a t  you a r e  now suspec t ed  o f  c e r t a i n  o f f e n s e s ,  and 
t h a t  you had a r i g h t  t o  e i t h e r  m i l i t a r y  o r  c i v i l i a n  counse l  
o r  both .  M i l i t a r y  counse l  would be  provided i f  you wish.  I 
a l s o  advised  that you do n o t  have t o  make  any s t a t e m e n t  what-
soever .  I f  you dec ide  t o  t e s t i f y ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  you may 
r e f u s e  t o  answer any q u e s t i o n s  o r  any' f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  o r  
r e q u e s t  counse l  du r ing  t h e  hea r ing .  You've i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you 
wish t o  k e s t i f y .  Are you s t i l l  w i l l i n g  t o  t e s t i f y  and answer 
q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Do you unders tand  about your  r i g h t  t o  counse l  and 
your r i g h t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  tes t imony?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Understanding t h a t ,  you s t i l l  wish t o  answer 
q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime?  

A. I do,  sir. 

Do you want counse l?  

No, n o t  a t  t h i s  t ime ,  s i r .  
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. - 10: Colonel GAVIN, I went over  it l a s t  evening. I 
i n d i c a t e d  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  information t h a t  we assembled be-
,tween the  t ime we l a s t  t a l k e d  t o  you and the  p resen t  t ime,  

a l s o  the  documents. I would ask M r .  MACCRATE t o  d i r e c t  t h e  
ques t ioning  here  t h i s  morning. Af te r  he g e t s  through on each 
of these  p o i n t s ,  any of the  o t h e r  ind iv idua l s  here  a t  t h e  
t a b l e  may d i r e c t  ques t ions  t o  you. 

MR MACCRATE: Colonel GAVIN, w e  a r e  aware t h a t  during some 
per iods  i n  t h e  March-April time frame t h a t  you were a c t u a l l y  
away from t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

. Q. And I th ink  it would b e .  h e l p f u l  - t o  us and h e l p f u l  
i n  t r a c i n g  events  a t  t h a t  time i f  we could f i x  those da tes  
t h a t  you were away. 

A, A l l  r i g h t ,  sir.  

Q - We can perhaps he lp  you. We do have some i n f o r -
mation on t h i s ,  but  i f  you 'have any information t h a t  r e l a t e s  
t o  t h i s ,  I th ink  i f  we could--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I have some documentation, s i r ,  
some of t h e  R&R and leave  o rde r s  t h a t  I brought back from my 
personal  f i l e .  I a m  missing the  o rde r  f o r  Bangkok. However, 
I d i d  p inpo in t  those d a t e s  by use of my check records ,  i n  
o t h e r  words, t h e  d a t e  and number of the  check and t o  whom I 
wrote it, s o  I can p inpo in t  those da tes .  My s p e c i a l  l eave ,  
and these  a r e  the  da tes  t h a t  extend from the  day t h a t  I 
l e f t  Quang Ngai u n t i l  the day I re turned  t o  Quang Ngai, 
t h i s  would normally inc lude  1 day on each end,  because I ' d  
have t o  w a i t  u n t i l  I g o t  an a i r c r a f t  t o  go down. This s p e c i a l  
leave  was from 2 4  May t o  2 Ju ly .  I do have the  o rde r s  on 
t h a t .  The R&R t o  Bangkok was from 4 May t o  13 May. T h i s  is 
the  one I had t o  g e t  from t h e  check information.  My R&R t o  
Hawaii w a s  i n  October, from the  11th t o  the  2 1 s t  of October. 

Q Is t h a t  1967? 
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A. And t h e n  I had emergency l e a v e  which began on 9 
November f o r  approximately 2 weeks. That  I s  when my s i s t e r  
d i e d ,  and I had t o  come back.  There w a s  one o t h e r  pe r iod  
t h a t  I had o r d e r s ,  it was f o r  R & R ,  i f  I could  g e t  on t h e  
p l a n e .  I went up t o  Danang and they  c o u l d l t  g e t  m e  on ,  s o  
I used i t  a s  an in-country  R&R.  I was t h e r e  3 o r  4 days ,  
b u t  I don ' t have any documentation.  I can1t p i n p o i n t  t h a t  
one i n  any way. 

&. W e l l ,  w e  unders tand t h a t  t h e  l a s t  p e r i o d  may have 
been i n  the month of Apr i l .  

A. It cou ld  have been ,  s i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  have anything.  
I was hoping,  a s  I t o l d  your people  when they  c a l l e d  me about  
t h e s e  d a t e s  e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  t hey  would have t h e  s i g n  o u t  
r e g i s t e r s  t h e r e ,  because when I went on something l i k e  t h a t  
I s i g n e d  i n  and s igned  ou t .  I was hoping t h a t  t h i s  would 
p i n p o i n t  i t ,  b u t  o t h e r  t han  t h a t  I have no documentation.  

Q W e l l ,  you had an a s s i s t a n t  by t h e  name of  
Capta in  RODRIGUEZ. 

R igh t ,  sir. 

Q And you may r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  was a p e r i o d  t h a t  
he was away i n  Saigon e a r l y  i n  A p r i l .  Does t h i s  h e l p  you t o  
f i x  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you took t h i s  t r i p  up t o  Danang t r y i n g  t o  
g e t  o u t  t o  Bangkok? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  we wou ldn ' t  have been b o t h  gone a t  once,  
s o  i f  you g o t  h i s  p inpo in t ed ,  t hen  t h i s  i s  a l l  I can say .  I 
wou ldn ' t  t r y  t o  t a k e  o f f .  This  was n o t  a scheduled  R&R.  I 
was j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  go, because I had an in -count ry  and I had 
R & R ,  and I was g e t t i n g  very c l o s e  t o  my time f o r  my s p e c i a l  
l e a v e .  I wanted t o  t r y  t o  g e t  t h e m b o t h  i n .  This  i s  why I 
say  he  and I would n o t  be gone t o g e t h e r ,  because mine was more 
of a bychoice  absence.  

I0: Y o u ' l l  remember w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ, 
why he went t o  Saigon.  H e  went down because o f  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  
paper,s. 
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A .  H i s  phys ica l ,  r i g h t ,  s i r .  I t  was a phys ica l  t h a t  
he had t o  go down f o r ,  b u t  t h e  d a t e ,  s i r ,  no, s i r .  To f u r t h e r  
p inpoin t  i t ,  they  c a l l e d  and asked about E a s t e r  Sunday. I 
don' t know t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o r  anything,  bu t  I sat down and 
I have a s ta tement  h e r e  t h a t  I had made up f o r  t h e  S2 of the  
4/3 which regarded an opera t ion .  T h i s  s t a t ement  was made out--
I ,typed it myself t h e r e  on t h e  h i l l - - i t  was da ted  1 6  Apr i l  
i n  regard  t o  an opera t ion  on 2 Apr i l .  

This i s  another  t h i n g  I c a n ' t  p i n  down, b u t  I had 
been away, and when I got  back on Monday somebody t o l d  me 
Captain LAUSON had been down t h e r e  a couple of times t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  t h i s  s ta tement  ( i n d i c a t i n g  a p iece  of paper l a t e r  
en te red  as  Exh ib i t  M - 1 1 4 )  because he needed t o  send it i n  
w i t h  t h e  two c i t a t i o n s .  This was f o r  the  Bronze S t a r  Award. 
They needed both c i t a t i o n s  t o  go i n  t o g e t h e r ,  because they 
were i n  the  same opera t ion .  This was typed up,  a f t e r  I looked 
a t  the  d a t e ,  on Tuesday the  1 6 t h .  Now t h i s  s t i c k s  i n  my mind; 
t h i s  i s  something t h a t  r ings  a b e l l ,  t h a t  I had been away, and, 
as I s a i d ,  h e T dbeen down here  a f t e r  t h i s  t h i n g .  Then he 
came down the  next  day, and I typed it up. 

But as  I say ,  s ir ,  t h i s  i s  as  c l o s e  a s  I can g e t  
now. I d i d  a l s o  s i t  down wi th  my check s t u b s ,  and t h i s  is  
about t h e  b e s t  r e fe rence  I had, and pinpointed s p e c i f i c  
da tes  when I was t h e r e ,  because t h e r e  were checks t h a t  I wrote 
f o r  b i l l s ,  w h i c h  means I iiad go-Lten i q  mail, and I was therz: 
with my checkbook. I d i d n ' t  c a r r y  it around wi th  me. I ' v e  
go t  da tes  h e r e  which a r e  from my check s t u b s ,  exac t  da tes  
when I was t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  have o t h e r  d a t e s  o r  documentation 
as t o  when I was away. 

Q Did you f i n d  any checks between 10 ~ p r i land 1 6  
Apr i l?  

A. No, s i r .  I don' t have any. I wrote  one on Sunday 
t h e  7 t h ,  and then t h e r e ' s  none u n t i l  t h e  26th as  a m a t t e r  of  
f a c t .  The s ta tement  f a l l s  i n  h e r e  on t h e  1 6 t h ,  and I know 
t h a t  I typed t h a t  personal ly  on t h e  16th .  

Q Well, t h i s  accords w i t h  Captain RODRIGUEZ'S 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h a t  you were i n  f a c t  gone from perhaps t h e  
10th.  Sometime on the  10th he be l i eves  he r e tu rned .  
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A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember where I went. I t h i n k  it 
was probably this R&R t h a t  I went up and t r i e d  t o  g e t  o u t  on 
and d i d n ' t  and then  j u s t  s tayed  i n  Chu Lai  and took i t  as  an 
in-country R&R. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  on 1 7  A p r i l  t h e r e  was an 
opera t ion?  You came back t h e  day b e f o r e ,  an opera t ion  i n  
which the d i s t r i c t  advisor  was involved? 

A. Not i n  any s p e c i f i c  opera t ion .  However, now t h a t  
you mention Captain RODRIGUEZ, I b e l i e v e  I was sweat ing h i s  
g e t t i n g  back, because I already had t h e s e  permissive o rde r s  
at  t h a t  time to leave  on t h a t  day. I remember him coming i n ,  
and I th ink  I t o l d  him "Now t h a t  you ' re  h e r e , "  and I went 
r i g h t  o u t .  So t h a t  must have been t h i s  one where I t r i e d  t o  

; g e t  out  and d i d n ' t ,  s i r .  hat r i n g s  a b e l l ,  him coming back 
and walking i n  wi th  a s u i t c a s e .  I t h i n k  I had mine packed, 
and I was sweating h i s  r e t u r n  s o  t h a t  I could g e t  o u t .  That 
opera t ion  on t h e  day followf ng , unless  t h e r e  ' s something 
s p e c i f i c  about i t ,  doesn ' t  r i n g  a b e l l ,  no, s ir .  

Q I t h i n k  t h i s  does tend t o  confirm what we have 
previously assembled as  t o  t h e  da tes  of when you might have 
been ou t  of Son Tinh. With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who 
w e r e  with you i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a t  <hat t i m e ,  you've already 
r e f e r r e d  t o  Captain RODRIGUEZ. Can you r e c a l l  Lieutenant  
TAN who was t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ?  

A. Right ,  s i r ,  d i s t r i c t  chief. 

C! And you had a  se rgean t  with you a t  the d i s t r i c t ?  

A. I had t h r e e  s e r g e a n t s ,  sir. I went through t h r e e  
d i f f e r e n t  t e r n s  because of t h e  18 month s t a y .  A t  t h a t  time 
i t  was Captain TAN, Captain RODRIGUEZ, Lieutenant  DAWKINS , 
and I'm not s u r e  whether it was Sergeant  WILLIS a t  t h a t  t ime. 

8 - Sergeant  CRADDDCK , perhaps ? 

A. CRADDOCK, a colored s e r g e a n t ,  r i g h t ,  sir. 

8 Down at t h e  d i s t r i c t  office t h e r e  was a c i v i l i a n ?  
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A. M r .  SITTIG, y e s ,  sir.  H e  l i v e d  w i t h  us.  

Q. Then up a t  Binh Son t h e r e  was Major WILLOUGKBY and 
Mr. RESSEGIUE? 

A. Bob RESSEGIUE and WILLOUGHBY, r i g h t ,  sir. 

Q - W e  t a l k e d  t o  a l l  t hese  people s i n c e  w e  spoke wi th  
you. You r e c a l l  w e  spoke with you way back on 6 December. 

A. Right ,  sir.  

' Q t  We've had an opportuni ty from them t o  ske tch  i n  a 
g r e a t  d e a l  of the  background. We a l s o  t a l k e d  wi th  a man t h a t  
we understand was your i n t e r p r e t e r  . 
A .  Well, I had t h r e e .  I had a p r e t t y  tough time with 
i n t e r p r e t e r s .  I had t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  ones. 

Q Sergeant  Nguyen Quan TU? 

A. T U ,  r i g h t ,  Sergeant  TU. 

Q. Then we've t a l k e d  with M r .  MAY, Colonel G U I N N ,  
Colonel GREEN, General TOAN, and Colonel KHIEN, s o  you can s e e  
t h a t  we had a chance t o  speak with a number of people t h a t  you 
were dea l ing  w i t h  n t  t h a t  t inc.  I tk?i,n,l PJO, can h e l p  you tc p u t  
the  s i t u a t i o n  toge the r ,  as you t r y  t o  r e c a l l  it. Then i n  
add i t ion ,  we a c t u a l l y  paid a v i s i t  t o  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  We 
were up on t h e  h i l l  t h e r e  and went i n t o  your shop. One t h i n g  
we  d i d  f i n d  was a dear th  of any records i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  only records ,  s i r ,  t h a t  we would normally 
maintain was t h e  log  which we logged t h e  opera t ions .  We 
logged r a d i o  messages, incoming and outgoing. W e  logged our  
normal a f t e r  a c t i o n  r e p o r t s  and kept  i n  a green l edger  type 
book and j u s t  e n t r i e s  made, s i r .  Other t h a n  t h a t ,  we had no 
formal record  system a t  d i s t r i c t  l e v e l .  

Q - Did you have. any correspondence o r  prepare any
memoranda o r  papers? 

A. No, s i r .  The only papers we normally prepared i n  
w r i t i n g  were t h e  monthly hamlet r e p o r t  and t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e  

(GAVIN) 40 APP T-9 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Vietnamese f o r c e s  r e p o r t .  This  poss ib ly  came i n  l a t e r ,  t h i s  
s t a t u s  of f o r c e s  r e p o r t .  They were monthly r e p o r t s  on s tandard  
forms. 

Q And what would you do w i t h  t h e  r e t a i n e d  f i l e  copy 
of such? 

A. Those were k e p t  i n  the  f i l e  c a b i n e t ,  s i r .  And 
they were a l l  t h e r e  when. I l e f t .  But as far--as I say ,  the  
d a i l y  messages were j u s t  k e p t  i n  t h e  l edger .  

ID: What about any correspondence t h a t  you may g e t  from 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  o r  from province? Would you keep t h a t  o r  
j u s t  chuck i t  o u t ?  

A. That would depend on what it was, s i f  . If it was 
a d i r e c t i v e  o r  something of a l a s t i n g  n a t u r e ,  then  we would 
keep it. I f  it was i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  o r  t h i s  type t h i n g ,  
they would be screened. S ince  they were c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  we'd 
normally sc reen  them, p l o t  it on t h e  map, and then  des t roy  
them because of  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  We u s u a l l y  g o t  maybe any-
where from a h a l f  t o  an inch of these  a day. 

Q *  Are you t a l k i n g  about t h e  HES r e p o r t s ?  ' 

A. No, sir.  These a r e  t h e  in te l l igence- -

Q .  ( In terpos ing]  No, the  o t h e r  ones.  You t a l k e d  
about ybur monthly r e p o r t s  which you had t o  submit t o  province 
covering your d i s t r i c t  . 
A. Those were filed, and every one t h a t  had e v e r  been 
submit ted,  s i r  t o  my knowledge, were s t i l l  t h e r e  on f i l e .  

Q And then  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t  you had t o  f i l e  your 
HES r e p o r t s ?  

A. This was the  HES r e p o r t ,  s i r ,  t h e  Hamlet Evalua-
t i o n  Report. 

a m  You a l s o  submit ted a very b r i e f  monthly r e p o r t  
which was used f o r  i n p u t  i n t o  the Quang Ngai Province r e p o r t ,  
wasn ' t  i t ?  
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A. Yes, s ir ,  a n a r r a t i v e  t h a t  was a t t ached  t o  this 
machine l i s t i n g .  

MR MACCRATE: Do you ever  remember r ece iv ing  o r  being shown a 
copy by Lieutenant  TAN of a l e t t e r  from a v i l l a g e  ch ie f  t o  
Lieutenant  TAN r e l a t i n g  t o  an a l l i e d  o p e r a t i o n  on 1 6  March 
i n t o  Tu Cung and Co Luy hamlets of Son My v i l l a g e ?  

I . 

A. No, sir. 

Q - I'd l i k e  t o  show you Exhibi t  M-49. Y o u ' l l  s e e  
t h a t  it c o n s i s t s  of a Vietnamese copy and then  t h e r e ' s  an 
English t r a n s l a t i o n  on t o p  o f  it. I ask you i f  t h a t  i n  any 
way re f reshes  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of something t h a t  Lieutenant  
TAN may have shown you almost 2 yea r s  ago? 

A. No, s i r ,  I never saw t h i s  l e t t e r .  

Q. Well, I'd l i k e  you t o  read  t h e  l e t t e r  and ask you 
i f  you r e c a l l  a t  any time hear ing  any p a r t  of t h e  con ten t  of 
t h a t  l e t t e r  from Lieutenant  TAN o r  any o t h e r  way. 

A. No, s i r .  

Q You have previous ly  provided us wi th  a  map, which 
you used during t h e  time you were s e r v i n g  t h e r e  (Exhibi t  MAP-3). 
You ' l l  s e e  t h a t  you have noted on t h e r e  over i n  t h e  Son My 
Vi l lage  a r e a  t h e  hamlet of Tu Cung, b u t  then  over  along t h e  
shore  you have something t h a t  i s  l abe led  Co Lay. 

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q Were you aware t h a t  t h a t  was a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t o  as Co 
Luy, L-U-Y, by t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. No, s i r .  But it would have been c lose  enough t h a t  
I would have recognized i t ,  because i t  was t h e  only  hamlet t h a t  
I had t h a t  was anywhere near  t h a t .  

Q Along &cut  t h i s  time do you recall any conver-
s a t i o n s  wi th  Lieutenant  TAN about r e p o r t s  t h a t  he was 
rece iv ing  from the  v i l l a g e  c h i e f s  o r  the  hamlet c h i e f s  
r e l a t i n g  t o  what had occurred i n  an a l l i e d  opera t ion  ou t  a t  
Son My Vi l lage?  
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A. No, s i r ,  I don ' t .  This might sound s t r a n g e ,  b u t  
I ' m  under oa th ,  b u t  no, s i r .  

Q Did you ever  r e c a l l  upon your r e t u r n ,  poss ib ly
a f t e r  you were away, speaking with Captain RODRIGUEZ about 
any such r e p o r t s ?  

A. No, s i r .  

e Q - O r  anything t h a t  he had done with r e s p e c t  t o  such 
r e p o r t s  ? 

A. No, s i r .  I d i s t i n c t l y  remember chewing Captain 
RODRIGUEZ o u t  f o r  the  s t a t u s ,  t h e  shape t h e  h i l l  was i n ,  bu t  
nothing of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  no, sir.  

Q- Well, what was t h i s ,  chewing him o u t  f o r  t h e  s t a -
t u s  t h e  h i l l  was i n ?  

A. Well, j u s t  t h e  way t h e  p l a c e  looked, s i r .  He 
j u s t  h a d n ' t  run a t i g h t  s h i p ,  I t11 put  it t h a t  way, s i r .  

Q g  When was t h i s ,  what per iod  of time? 

A .  This  w a s  upon my r e t u r n  from s p e c i a l  l eave ,  sir. 

Q When you had been away f o r  a long pe r iod  of t ime? 

A.  T h i r t y  t o  t h i r t y - f  i v e  days,  sir. 

Q e  Not when you were away 4 o r  5 days? 

A.  No, s i r .  This was a f t e r  my s p e c i a l  leave  i n  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e ,  sir. 

Q Did you ever  hea r  t h a t  Lieutenant  TAN during t h e  
month o f  A p r i l  had made a r e p o r t  t o  t h e  province ch ie f  of  
Quang Ngai Province,  Colonel KHIEN, regarding  an opera t ion  up 
i n  t h i s  a r e a  and what had r e s u l t e d  by way of k i l l i n g  c i v i l i a n s  
ou t  i n  Tu Cung, C o  Luy? 

A.  No, s ir .  I remember a l e t t e r  t h a t  you showed me 
when I was h e r e  e a r l i e r ,  s i r ,  and I d i d n ' t  s e e  t h a t  l e t t e r .  
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Q. The l e t t e r  we showed you a t  t h a t  time was dated 
2 8  March. 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q D o  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of a l a t e r  l e t t e r  
t h a t  was s e n t  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  and t o  t h e  province ch ie f  
t h a t  had considerably more information i n  it and considerably 
more s e r i o u s  charges? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  understand 
i t ,  because every o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  came up t h a t  involved the  
Americans TAN was i n  there, had me, and he s a i d ,  "We go. " 
A s  3 say ,  t h i s  w a s  inc luding  these  o t h e r  two i n s t a n c e s  t h a t  
had happened i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  a l l e g e d  rape by t h e  Americans 
and t h e  shoot ing  of  a  c i v i l i a n  on a motorcycle.  He was r i g h t  
i n  t h e r e  grabbing m e ,  and we'd go because it involved Ameri-
cans. 

Q I want t o  show you t h i s  document, Exh ib i t  M-29, 
and it may r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n .  This i s  t h e  c l e a r e s t  
~ i e t n a m e s ecopy, and h e r e  i s  an English t r a n s l a t i o n  t o g e t h e r  
wibh a Vietnamese copy, And y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  down i n  t h e  lower 
le f t -hand corner  it says ,  "Major U.S. Advisor, Son Tinh Sub-
s e c t i o n ,  courtesy copy. " Now t h a t  would be you, would it not?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q I'd like you t o  read  t h a t  l e t t e r .  

A. No, s i r ,  because t h e  only  t h i n g  t h a t  l eaps  r i g h t  
out  h e r e  a t  me i s  i n  response,  "The opera t iona l  fo rces  a t tacked 
the  v i l l a g e ,  assembled t h e  people,  and s h o t  and k i l l e d , "  no, 
sir.  

Q Well, maybe you saw a poor t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h i s .  
D o  you ever  r e c a l l  see ing  anything comparable t o  t h i s ,  r e f e r - ' 

ence t o  400 people i n  Tu Cung Hamlet, 90 more people i n  Co 
Luy Hamlet of Son My Vi l lage?  

A. N o ,  sir, I don't. TU was 2 p r e t t y  good t r a n s l a t e r ,  
and I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  t h a t  word would have be,en missed. When 
t h i s  t h i n g  broke i n  t h e  papers ,  t h a t  was what r e a l l y  shocked 
me because I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  comprehend i t ,  s ir .  
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Q Well, Colonel GAVIN, TU s t a t e s  t h a t  he t r a n s l a t e d  
t h i s  l e t t e r  f o r  you. 

A. S i r ,  TU t r a n s l a t e d  a s  a m a t t e r  o f  course.  He 
would t r a n s l a t e  t h e  l e t t e r s  and pu t  t h e  t r a n s l a t e d  copy with 
t h e  Vietnamese copy s t a p l e d  t o g e t h e r  up on t h e  s ideboard.  
A s  t o  whether I read  t h e  l e t t e r ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember reading  
it. And I say t h i s  t r u t h f u l l y .  

Q Well, i f  anything as s e r i o u s  a s  t h i s  i n  i t s  a l l e - ' 
ga t ions  had come i n t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  headquar ters  and those who 
were i n  the  headquarters  with you knew about it and were 
t a l k i n g  about it, was t h e r e  any ques t ion  i n  your mind t h a t  
they would have shared t h a t  with you? 

A. I should th ink  s o ,  s i r ,  b u t  a s  f a r  as any t a l k ,  
it was never t a l k e d  as  f a r  a s  I know. I d o n ' t  remember 
hear ing  any t a l k .  TU t r a n s l a t e d  opera t ions  o rde r s .  He 
t r a n s l a t e d  a mul t i tude  of documents. Some o f  our  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
r e p o r t s ,  no t  a g r e a t  percentage,  b u t  a percentage of them came 
i n  i n  Vietnamese, and he had t o  t r a n s l a t e  those .  He would 
t r a n s l a t e  them, s t a p l e  them t o g e t h e r ,  and l a y  them over  on 
t h e  s ideboard.  Normally, Lieutenant  DAWKINS screened 
through t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s .  

Q- Do you ever  r e c a l l  being t o l d  about t h i s  document 
by anyone? 

A. NO, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q - W e l l ,  l e t  me read  t o  you j u s t  one ques t ion  and an-
swer of our  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f ,  now, Captain TAN i n  South Viet-
nam: 

"Q. Captain TAN, whi le  t h i s  w a s  going on, had you 
k e p t  Major GAVIN informed of what information you 
were g e t t i n g  from t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f s  and the  ham-
l e t  c h i e f s ,  and w e r e  you g i v i n g  him copies  of  t h e s e  
yepor ts?  

"A, On t h e  l e t t e r  of 2 8  March, I d i d  d i scuss  t h i s  
wi th  him, b u t  I d i d n lt give him a copy. On t h e  
l e t t e r  of 11 A p r i l ,  I d i d  g i v e  him a copy of t h i s  
l e t t e r .  " 

(GAVIN) 
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T h i s  l e t t e r  is M-29, t h a t  I ' v e  j u s t  shown you. 
That i s  now Captain TAN'S r e c o l l e c t i o n  of what he d i d  with 
r e spec t  t o  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  Exhib i t  M-29. Do you have any know-
ledge of hea r ing  of a communication t h a t  may have gone from 
Colonel K H I E N  t o  Colonel TOAN, t h e  commanding genera l  of t h e  
2d ARVN Divis ion? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  hear ing  t h a t  
General, t hen  Colonel,  TOAN had d i r e c t e d  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
be conducted with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  a l l eged  k i l l i n g  of c i v i l i a n s  
i n  Tu Cung and Co Luy? 

A. No, s i x .  

Q I 'd  l i k e  t o  show you Exhibi t  M - 3 6 ,  which y o u ' l l  
see i s  an i n t e r n a l  communication from Major PHO,  t h e  G 2  of  t h e  
2d ARVN Divis ion ,  t o  Colonel TOAN regarding  an American u n i t  
opera t ing  i n  e a s t  Son Tinh on 16 March 1968, t h a t  s h o t  and 
k i l l e d  more than  400  c i v i l i a n s .  That 's t h e  s u b j e c t .  Then 
he a t t aches  t o  t h e  memorandum a copy of a VC propaganda l e a f -
l e t  and a copy of t h i s  l e t t e r  from Captain,  then  Lieutenant ,  
TAN t o  Colonel K H I E N  of 11 Apr i l  1968. Do you have any re-
c o l l e c t i o n  of hear ing  about such a r e p o r t  be ing  made t o  Colo-
n e l  TOAN and any a c t i o n  taken by Colonel TOAN as  a r e s u l t  of 
r ece iv ing  t h a t  r e p o r t ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I didn '  t. This VC t h i n g  a l s o  c o ~ t a i n s  
t h i s  "assembled and k i l l e d .  " No, s i r .  

Q I f  y o u ' l l  look a t  t h e  f i r s t  page of the  Vietnam-
e s e ,  y o u ' l l  s ee  handwriting on t h e  lef t -hand s i d e .  Colonel 
TOAN has i d e n t i f i e d  t h a t  as h i s  d i r z c t i v e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  the  
ac t ion  t h a t  he i n s t r u c t e d  be taken a t  t h a t  t i m e .  You have no 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  a t  t h i s  time of e v e r  hear ing  o f  such t r a n s p i r i n g ?  

A .  No, sir .  

10: Looking a t  t h e  l e t t e r  of  11 A p r i l ,  which i s  en-
closed ,  y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  down a t  t h e  bottom t h a t  a copy of t h a t  
was s e n t  t o  Colonel TOAN. 

MR MACCRATE: And a copy a l s o  went t o  MACV, Quang Ngai Sec tor .  
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Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any conversat ions with Colonel 
G U I N N  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  any such communication? 

A. No, sir. 

Q It a l s o  appears on Exh ib i t  M-29. 

A. No, s ir ,  because t h i s  l a s t  paragraph a l s o  is no t  
f a m i l i a r  a t  a l l .  This ,  "Really an a t r o c i o u s  a t t i t u d e ,  i f  it 
cannot be c a l l e d  an a c t  of insane  v io lence .  Request you i n t e r -
vene on behal f  of t h e  people." No, s i r .  

Q You say you d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  l a s t  paragraph, but  
you do r e c a l l  some of t h e  s u b j e c t  ma t t e r  of t h e  l e t t e r ?  

A. No, s ir .  This i s  even more s o  because t h a t  stanc?:; 
o u t .  I t  h i t s  me r i g h t  i n  t h e  f ace .  

Q- Colonel GAVIN, I should cau t ion  you a t  t h i s  time 
t h a t  your testimony is d i r e c t l y  cont rary  t o - t h a t  of o t h e r s  
t h a t  w e  have received.  I ' v e  a l ready i n d i c a t e d  t h i s  t o  you. 
Your awareness of t h e  con ten t  of t h i s  l e t t e r  has  been brought 
Lo us i n  s e v e r a l  ways, and I want you t o  be very c a r e f u l  as  
you look a t  t h a t  l e t t e r  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  between a t r a n s l a -
t i o n ,  l i t t l e  nuances i n  t r a n s l a t i o n  and t h e  t h r u s t ,  the  sub-
ject matter  of t h e  l e t t e r .  

A. Well, s i r ,  I have no way o f  proving it o t h e r  than 
my word and my knowledge. I mean t h a t ,  b u t  t h i s  k i l l i n g  500 
people,  no, s ir .  

Q = I want you t o  th ink  back t o  the  s i t u a t i o n  a t  t h a t  
t i m e  a t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  headquarters .  You were t h e r e  on a 
very i n t i m a t e  b a s i s  with l i v i n g  i n  c lose  c i r caas tances  with 
Captain RODRIGUEZ and Lieutenant  DAWKINS, and you t a lked  about 
th ings  as  they came along. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of t a l k i n g  with Captain RODRIGUEZ and Lieutenant  DAWKINS about 
such a l l e g a t i o n s ,  a l l e g a t i o n s  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  opera t ions  t h a t  
you would have recognized as  those of  Task Force Barker t h a t  
had r e c e n t l y  been conducted? Perhaps you thought they  were 
outrageous,  b u t  do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  such charges 
and a l l e g a t i o n s  being d iscussed  by those two men wi th  you? 

A. I don ' t  r e c o l l e c t  it, s i r ,  and I mean t h i s .  

0. I now show you Exh ib i t  M-30, which i s  a s tatement  
da ted  14 A p r i l  1968 ,  s igned by Captain Angel M. RODRIGUEZ, 
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a s s i s t a n t  d i s t r i c t  adv i so r ,  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  Do you have 
any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of see ing  t h a t  document? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  Captain RODRIGUEZ speaking wi th  you 
about t h a t  document and i t s  prepara t ion?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q. Don't  you r e c a l l  t h a t  on 16 A p r i l  when you came 

back from Danang t h a t  he t o l d  you what had occurred i n  the  


-	 i n t e rven ing  days and t o l d  you about prepar ing  this s ta tement  
and about the r eques t  t h a t  had been rece ived  from the  province 
advisor  t o  t a l k  with Lieutenant  TAN, how he had t a lked  t o  
Lieutenant  TAN, and prepared t h i s  s ta tement ,  Exh ib i t  M-30? 

A. No, s i r ,  because I th ink  i f  he had d iscussed  i t  
with me, he would have shown me t h e  s ta tement  and I ' v e  never 
seen i t ,  because t h i s  conta ins  t h e  same t h i n g ,  about them 
l i n i n g  people up and shoot ing  them. I had never heard  any-
t h ing  about t h a t  u n t i l  I read  i t  i n  t h e  paper.  

Q- Colonel GAVIN,  Captain RODRIGUEZ has a c l e a r  re-
c o l l e c t i o n  of  b r ing ing  t h i s  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ,  your d i scuss ion  
with him. Lieutenant  DAWKINS r e c a l l s  d i scuss ing  t h i s  same 
subject with you d1d Captain EGDRIGUZZ. 

A. W e l l ,  as I say ,  s i r ,  he says he d i d  and I say  I 

have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of it. 


I0 : Don't you r e c a l l  s i t t i n g  down with DAWKINS and 
these  people a t  t h e  lunch t a b l e  and d i scuss ing  t h e s e  th ings?  
We have DAWKINS who i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he remembers a  d i scuss ion  
between you and RODRIGUEZ t a l k i n g  about t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  th ing ,  
and t h e  l e t t e r  from t h e  v i l l a g e  chief  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  
and t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  l e t t e r .  He has a reasonably good 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of i t ;  n o t  as v i v i d  a s  RODRIGUEZ.  RODRIGUEZ 
remembers a11 t h i s  and t a l k i n g  t o  you and b r i e f i n g  you on 
-the paper? 

A .  No, s i r ,  because it conta ins  t h e  s ta tements  about 
l i n i n g  people up and shoot ing them. This is  why I a l s o  s t a t e d  
e a r l i e r  t h a t  I was s o  shocked when I read  t h i s  t h i n g  i n  t h e  
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papers .  We had c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d  be fo re ,  b u t  it was by a i r  and 
a r t i l l e r y  and t h i s  type th ing .  

Q - I f  what you say is  t r u e ,  how can a t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s  
go 	on i n  your headquarters  and you n o t  know? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir,  t o  t e l l  you the  t r u t h .  

Q. You're running t h e  d i s t r i c t  advisory team, and it 
t r a n s p i r e d  even though you were gone f o r  a day o r  2 i n  
s i o n  between Lieutenant  TAN and Captain RODRIGUEZ and a l s o  
wi th  province advisory group. They a l s o  rece ived  a copy 
of the  11 A p r i l  l e t t e r .  So t h e r e ' s  more than a l i t t l e  
d i scuss ion  going on, and it d i d n ' t  d i e  down i n  a mat ter  of 
1 day o r  2 days,  not  by a long s i g h t .  

A. Well, a l l  I can say is  I d o n ' t  know how it hap-
pened, b u t  I w a s  no t  aware. I d o n ' t  know what e l s e  I can say 
i n  my, it appears now, defense,  b u t  I can make t h a t  s t a t e -
ment and have a c l e a r  conscience,  sir. I would have no 
reason t o  cover up knowledge of t h e  th ing .  

- Q. B u t  q u i t e  obviously,  t h e r e ' s something here  t h a t ' s  
* going on because h e r e ' s  a paper of cons iderable  import t h a t '  s 

. 	 r i g h t  i n  your own headquarters  and you d o n ' t  know about 
it. You never  heard about it, nobody ever  mentioned it, b u t  
the  t h r e e  key ind iv idua l s  t h e r e ,  Lieutenant  TAN, Captain 
RODRIGUEZ, and Lieutenant  DAWKINS a l l  i n d i c a t e  your f ami l i a r -
i t y  with it. I f  you were f a m i l i a r  with t h i s ,  you would have 
t o  be f a m i l i a r  with t h e  o t h e r .  

A. Well, a s  I say,  s i r ,  I ' m  n o t  f a m i l i a r  with t h i s .  

MR MACCRATE: Moreover, t h e  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  of Captain RODRIGUEZ 
coincides with yours e x a c t l y ,  t h a t  you were anxious f o r  him t o  
g e t  back from Saigon. A s  c l o s e l y  a s  we can f i x  t h e  d a t e ,  you 
d id  depar t  from Son Tinh s h o r t l y  a f t e r  he a r r i v e d  on 1 0  Apr i l .  

A, 	 . Right,  sir.  

. 	 Q *  And you re tu rned  probably,  a t  l e a s t ,  by 16 Apr i l .  
That you were n o t  t h e r e  t h e  day t h a t  t h i s  paper was prepared 
is 
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probably the  case ,  bu t  it is h i s  c l e a r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  he 
repor ted  t h i s  t o  you and t o l d  you how he came t o  prepare  it, 
the  reques t  t h a t  had been rece ived ,  and a l l  of the  circwn-
s tances .  Furthermore, t h e r e  i s  a d d i t i o n a l  a c t i o n  t h a t  was 
taken with r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  s ta tement .  

A.  Well, s i r ,  i f  he d i d ,  I d o n ' t  remember, and I have 
no r e c o l l e c t i o n  whatsoever of t h i s  p iece  of paper.  I do re -
member, as  I say ,  when I was t r y i n g  t o  n a i l  down these  th ings  
about t h i s  s ta tement .  I remember somebody t e l l i n g  me when I 
walked i n  t h a t  t h i s  c a p t a i n  had been t h e r e  t r y i n g  t o  ge t  t h i s  
s ta tement  ( l a t e r  en te red  as  Exhib i t  M - 1 1 4 ) .  That I remember. 

RCDR: This s ta tement  w i l l  be en te red  i n t o  the  record  and 
marked a s  Exh ib i t  M - 1 1 4 .  (Document en tered  is  a 16 A p r i l  1968 
s tatement  by LTC GAVIN i n  support  of recommendation of awards 
f o r  CPT LAUSON and PFC JOHNSON.) 

MR MACCRATE: Colonel GAVIN, I would l i k e  you t o  look a t  two 
pages of VC propaganda, which were a p a r t  of M-36, and ask you 
i f  you ever  r e c a l l  see ing  a copy of those pages? 

(10 and COL FRANKLIN leave the  hearing room.) 

A. This looks l i k e  the  same document t h a t  you showed 
me i l l  j3eceiiber1 aiid I ~ G V S  ~ c tsccl? it. Nc, s i r .  

Q. You never r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h a t  o r  a comparable 
t r a n s l a t i o n  of i t ?  

A. No, sir .  I brought i n  a l l  t he  propaganda t h a t  I 
had picked up. T brought it i n  here  and made you copies of it, 
sir. 

Q. J u s t  t o  be c l e a r  on the  record ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o .  show 
l a t i o n  of a n o t i c e  such as  t h a t ,  dated 28 March 1968? 

A. . N O ,  s ir .  

Q You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having seen t h a t ?  

A. NO, s i r .  
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Q W e  w i l l  r ecess  temporarily a t  t h i s  t ime. 

(The hear.ing recessed  a t  1053 hours ,  12 February 
1970.). 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1130 hours ,  1 2  February 
~1970.) 

(P resen t  during the  proceedings were LTG PEERS, MR 
WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL ARMSTRONG, COL MILLER, and 
LTC ROGER, and MAJ LYNN. ) 

10: Colonel GAVIN, i n  your testimony t h i s  morning you 
t o l d  us  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  which have been d i r e c t l y  con t rad ic to ry  
t o  o t h e r  tes t imony,  which we've had from o t h e r  wi tnesses .  
Also, you have d i s a s s o c i a t e d  yourse l f  from and have shown a 
lack  of knowledge of documents which w e  know were i n  the  
headquarters  and were addressed t o  your headquar ters ,  which 
we i n c i d e n t a l l y  found a t  t h e  headquar ters  of Son Tinh D i s -
t r i c t .  This causes us t o  have a d d i t i o n a l  suspic ions  of some-

, . t h ing  t h a t  you may poss ib ly  be involved i n .  A t  t h i s  time I 
w i l l  ask Colonel MILLER t o  go on. Colonel MILLER? 

COL MILLER: Colonel,  a s  a r e s u l t  of your testimony t h i s  
morning you a r e  suspected of having given f a l s e  testimony 
under oath today,  and t h a t  c o n s t i i u t e s  G-le oIiense of false 
swearing which is  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of A r t i c l e  134 of the  Uniform 
Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e .  Your testimony has a l s o  caused you 
t o  be suspected  of the  suppression o f ,  and the  poss ib le  par-
t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a conspiracy t o  suppress ,  information and r e p o r t s  
concerning, and a l s o  the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f ,  a c t s  a l l eged ly  
committed by American t roops ,  more s p e c i f i c a l l y  Task Force 
Barker t roops ,  dur ing  the Task Force Barker opera t ions  i n  
the Son My a r e a  of Vietnam on approximately 1 6  t o  18 March 
1968. This information and r e p o r t s  and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
t o  which I r e f e r ,  which you a r e  suspected of suppressing 
and conspi r ing  t o  .suppress ,  concern a l l e g e d  s e r i o u s  of fenses  
which a r e  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of the  Laws of War and t h e  Uniform Code 
of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h e s e  a l l eged  a c t s  committed 
by American t roops  i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Now, I d i d  advise you yes terday  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  
your r i g h t  to counsel  and t o  t e s t i f y ,  and I w i l l  cover it 
again  with r e s p e c t  t o  these  a c t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  o t h e r  
ma t t e r s .  
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You s t i l l  have the s i g h t  t o  remain s i l e n t ,  t o  answer no f u r -
t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  o r  you have t h e  r i g h t  t o  be  r e p r e s e n t e d  by 
counse l .  Any s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  you do make can  be used i n  ev i -  
dence a g a i n s t  you. I f  you wish  t o  have counse l ,  you can ,  as I 
s t a t e d  b e f o r e .  I t  can  be c i v i l i a n  counse l  employed by you, o r  
m i l i t a r y  counse l  w i l l  be  appoin ted .  I f  you have a m i l i t a r y  
courisel of your  c h o i c e ,  i f  he i s  reasonably  a v a i l a b l e ,  he  w i l l  
be appointed.  I f  you do con t inue  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  and tes-
t i f y ,  you may do s o  wi thou t  counse l .  W e  f e e l  t h a t  you are 
aware o f  your r i g h t s  and may make an i n t e l l i g e n t  waiver  of 
t h i s  r i g h t .  I f  you do dec ide  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  w i t h o u t  
counse l ,  you may s t i l l  r e f u s e  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  and t e r m i -
n a t e  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g  a t  any t ime o r  r e q u e s t  counse l  a t  any 
t ime .  Would you l i k e  t o  have m e  r e l a t e  aga in  t h e  s u s p i c i o n s  
o r  a c t s  of  which you a r e  suspec ted?  

A. I t  won ' t  be necessary .  I f e e l ,  however, I would 
be remiss  i f  I d i d n ' t  g e t  counse l  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  I 
have made no f a l s e  s t a t e m e n t s .  I f  t h a t  i s  your  s u s p i c i o n ,  
t hen ,  s i r ,  I have no o t h e r  cho ice .  

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

1970 .) 
(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1 1 3 4  h o u r s ,  12  February 

1970.) 
(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1900 h o u r s ,  12  February 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, MR 
WEST, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRANKLIN, COL MILLER, LTC 
ROGERS, LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ LYNN, 

S i r ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  recalls L i e u t e n a n t  Colone l  David 
GAVIN . 

Colonel  GAVIN, s i r ,  I remind you t h a t  you remain 
under o a t h  b e f o r e  t h i s  h e a r i n g .  

S i r ,  are you r e p r e s e n t e d  by counse l ?  

A. Y e s ,  I am.. 

RCDR: W i l l  counse l  p l ea se  s t a t e  h i s  f u l l  name, r ank ,  
S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n ?  
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I . 

I C :  Rober t  A .  MANGRUM, Capta in ,  . I ' m  as-
s igned  t o  t h e  O f f i c e  of The Judge Advocate General  h e r e  a t  
the Pentagon. 

RCDR: Thank you. 

..- COL MILLER: Colonel  GAVIN, ear l ier  today ,  you w e r e  informed 
of  a d d i t i o n a l  o f f e n s e s  of which you a r e  suspec t ed .  I aga in  
read you t h e  r i g h t s  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  counse l  and tes t imony,  
and a t  t h a t  p o i n t  you r e q u e s t e d  counse l .  S ince  t h a t  t ime ,  
Captain  MANGRUM has  been made a v a i l a b l e  as counse l  f o r  you. 

Capta in ,  you a r e  a lawyer admi t ted  t o  p r a c t i c e  
law, I b e l i e v e .  

IC: - Y e s ,  sir.  
. . 

Q A member of '  t h e  Judge Advocate General  Corps? 

IC: Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Colonel  GAVIN, are you s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  Capta in  
MANGRUM a s  your counse l?  

- -
A. y e s ,  s i r ,  I am. 

.Q.. Have you had oppor tun i ty  t o  c o n s u l t  wi th  him su f -
f i c i e n t l y ?  

A, Y e s ,  I have,  s i r .  

Q. For  t h e  r eco rd ,  he has  had made a v a i l a b l e  t h e  
e n t i r e  t es t imony,  i n c l u d i n g  a t r a n s c r i p t  of  tl-12 tes t imony 
t h a t  w a s  g iven  t h i s  morning. I have a copy h e r e  i f  you wish 
to r e f e r  t o  it f u r t h e r  a t  any t i m e .  Would 'you l i k e  m e  t o  re-
peat a l l  your  r i g h t s  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t e s t i f y i n g  o r  remaining 
silent? 

No, sir ,  i t ' s  not necessary, sir. I have a s t a t e -
ment. 

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  M y  nex t  q u e s t i o n  t h e n ,  a r e  you w i l l i n g  
at  t h i s  time t o  make a s t a t emen t  or t o  answer q u e s t i o n s .  

A. I want t o  make a s t a t e m e n t ,  s i r .  
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MR WST: Are you n o t  going t o  answer any ques t ions?  

A. No, sir. 

Q On what grounds? 

A. I have confer red  wi th  counse l ,  s i r ,  and I have 
nothing t o  add t o  m y  previous testimony. 

Q. That i s  no t  a s u f f i c i e n t  b a s i s  f o r  r e f u s i n g  to an-
swer ques t ions .  

A. Well, I was informed e a r l i e r ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I had t h e  
opt ion  of remaining s i l e n t .  

Q Well, t h a t ' s  f o r  a very p a r t i c u l a r  reason. I sug-
g e s t  you confer  with your counsel .  

COL MILLER: You have the  op t ion  of remaining s i l e n t  and no t  
t e s t i f y i n g  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  any mat ter  of  which you are now 
suspect .  You might d i scuss  t h a t  with your counsel .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Are you d e c l i n i n g  t o  t e s t i f y  on your
A r t i c l e  31, UCMJ r i g h t s ,  o r  f o r  o t h e r  reasons.  

I C  : Under A r t i c l e  31, s i r .  

A. A r t i c l e  31, UCMJ,  s ir .  

Q On t h e  grounds a g a i n s t  s e l f  - inc r imina t ion ,  which 
you would n o t  t e s t i f y  with r e s p e c t  t o  anything concerning 
which you a r e  suspected.  

Right ,  s i r .  

Q You have those? 

A. Y e s ,  s i x .  

MR WEST: And you f e e l  on t h a t  b a s i s  t h a t  you w i l l  no t  be 
able t o  answer any ques t ions  pu t  t o  you? Is t h a t  i t ?  
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A. That p e r t a i n  t o  t h a t  s u b j e c t ,  s ir .  A s  I s a y ,  

I have answered every ~ u e s t i o n  t h a t ' s  been put  t o  me 

a s  candidly as  I know how and as  hones t ly  a s  I know 

how. I have nothing t o  add. Due t o  some p e c u l i a r  

c i rcumstances,  I did no t  g e t  knowledge of t h i s  massacre. 

I t h i n k  that anything I say i n  answer t o  a  ques t ion  

would be a rehash of what I s t a t e d  p rev ious ly ,  s i r .  


a .  Well, I j u s t  wanted t o  be c l e a r  a s  t o  your b a s i s  
f o r  n o t  answering any ques t ions  . 
10: You may th ink  you've provided us a l l  t h e  infonna- 

t i o n  that w e  need, b u t  very f r a n k l y ,  we ' r e  n o t  of t h a t  opin- 

i o n ,  otherwise we wouldn ' t  want t o  be asking you any ques- 

t i o n s .  


MR MACCRATE: We have a d d i t i o n a l  a reas  of i n t e r r o g a t i o n  t h a t  

were n o t  covered i n  t h e  ques t ioning  thus  far .  


MR WEST: I t h i n k  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  t h a t  you may be a b l e  t o  
answer some ques t ions  which would i n  no way tend t o  incr imi-
n a t e  you. Perhaps we could i n d i c a t e  t h e  a reas  of i n t e r e s t  and 
you can confer  with your counsel.  I ' d  suggest  you confer  with 
him, now. 

I C :  S i r ,  you s a i d  t h a t  perhaps you could i n d i c a t e  t h e  

a reas  of i n t e r e s t .  


Q- I t h i n k  w e  could,  yes .  

IC: You mean p r i o r  t o  t h e  ques t ioning?  

Q. . Yes. 

-	 10: We can i n d i c a t e  t h e  a r e a s  of ques t ioning  and you 
can t e l l  us  whether you want t o  t e s t i f y  o r  you d o n ' t  want t o  
t e s t i f y .  I j u s t  wonder i f  Colonel GAVIN and Captain MANGRUM 
would l i k e  t o  withdraw and d i s c u s s  t h i s  i n  d e t a i l .  

A. No, s i r ,  i t ' s  n o t  necessary.  W e  d i scussed  it 
enough. I 'm j u s t  bull-headed enough t h a t  I t11 go on. I 
d i d n ' t  have anything t o  h i d e ,  so I d o n ' t  now, except  I 've had 
added two charges.  
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COL MILLER: I ' d  l i k e  t o  s t a t e  one t h i n g  b e f o r e  we  go on. 
Under A r t i c l e  31, o f  cou r se ,  c o l o n e l ,  and t h e r e  is no i n t e n t i o n  
whatsoever t o  dep r ive  you of t h i s  r i g h t ,  no pe r son  s u b j e c t  t o  
t h e  code can compel a person  t o  i n c r i m i n a t e  h i m s e l f ,  nor t o  an-
s w e r  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  answer t o  which may t e n d  t o  inc r imi -
n a t e  him. . I f  y o u ' r e  w i l l i n g  t o  con t inue  and any q u e s t i o n s  are 
asked t h a t  you feel  w i l l  do this  t o  you, you have complete 
r i g h t  t o  s o  s t a t e  i f  you f e e l  t h a t  we ' r e  doing s o  and we  will 
drop  t h e  q u e s t i o n  and t h a t  q u e s t i o n  need n o t  be answered. On 
t h e  o t h e r  hand,  t h e r e  a r e  a number o f  a r e a s ,  as General  PEERS 
and M r .  WEST i n d i c a t e d ,  which you may f e e l  that  you can answer 
q u e s t i o n s  w i th  no f e a r  of  any s e l f - i n c r i m i n a t i o n .  You know 
t h a t ,  of  c o u r s e ,  b e t t e r  t han  we do. So i f  t h e r e  are  any 
q u e s t i o n s  asked you f e e l  you cannot  answer because they do or 
t h e y  may t e n d  t o  i n c r i m i n a t e  you,  do s o  speak.  

morrow morning around 0830, a t  which t ime we '11 con t inue  t h e  

I0: You' re p repa red  t o  proceed with t h e  ques t i m i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i x .  

Q =  W e ' l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  and w e  ' 11 reconvene to-

ques t ion ing .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1910 h o u r s ,  1 2  February 
1970.) 

(The n e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1 4 5 9  hour s ,  1 3  Pebru-
ary 1970.) 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing  named persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR NEST, MR ilkCCRATE, MR WALSH, COL FRrAPJKLIN, CGL 
MILLER, LTC ROGERS, LTC PATTERSON, and MAJ LYNN. 

The h e a r i n g  r e c a l l s  L ieu t enan t  Colonel  GAVIN. 

Colonel  GAVIN, s i r ,  you a r e  reminded you remain 
under o a t h  a t  this h e a r i n g .  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

10: When you were l a s t  h e r e ,  Colonel  GAVIN, you i n d i -  . 

c a t e d  you were ready t o  proceed? 
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A .  I have s i n c e  d i scussed  t h i s  w i t h  my counse l  and 
have changed my mind. 

1 

Q. What do you now e l e c t ?  

A. Counsel  will m a k e  my s t a t e m e n t ,  sir. 

Q No, he w i l l  n o t  make your s t a t emen t .  You make 
it y o u r s e l f .  

A. S i r ,  I have s a i d  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  my knowledge re-
gard ing  .this t h i n g .  Upon t h e  adv ice  of my counse l ,  I invoke 
the p r i v i l e g e s  a f f o r d e d  m e  by the 5th m e n d m e n t  of t h e  Consti-
t u t i o n  and Article 31 of the Uniform Code of  M i l i t a r y  Jus-
tice. 

Q. I a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  guidance of  your counse l ,  b u t  I ' d  
l i k e  t o  t a l k  t o  bo th  of  you f o r  j u s t  a minute. 

A. Righ t ,  s ir .  

Q I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you r e a l l y  unders tand  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  
of t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  and b e f o r e  you come o u t  w i t h  a judgement 
t h a t  you elect t o  remain s i l e n t ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  you must under-
s t a n d  a few t h i n g s .  

A, A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

0. This  w i l l  be a p p l i c a b l e  t o  your l e g a l  counse l ,  
from t h e  O f f i c e  of  t h e  Judge Advocate General .  The f i r s t  
t h i n g  t h a t  you have t o  recognize  i s  t h e  magnitude of t h e  t a s k  
which h a s  been given t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t o  de-
te rmine  the facts and make f i n d i n g s  and recommendations t o  t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  and t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  Army. 
L e t  m e  t e l l  you what we ' r e  d e a l i n g  i n .  

-A. All Right ,  sir. . 

Q. We're d e a l i n g . w i t h  a s i t u a t i o n  i n  which perhaps ,  I 
say pe rhaps ,  up t o  500 women and c h i l d r e n  may have been 
k i l l e d .  I can t e l l  you w e  a l r e a d y  know t h e  f i g u r e  is w e l l  be-

, yond 200 .  We're a l s o  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  which 
. women were raped  r e p e a t e d l y ;  w e  a r e  a l s o  d e a l i n g  wi th  a 

- < 
s i t u a t i o n  i n  which a l l  of t h e  animals  w e r e  k i l l e d ;  we  are 
d e a l i n g  w i t h  a s i t u a t i o n  where a l l  t h e  dwel l ings  were burned 
down t o  the ground. 
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So you can see t h e  a c t u a l  enormity and t h e  importance of t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  th ing .  

I 

A, Y e s ,  I do. 

Q And I t h i n k  you have t o  r e a l i z e  it, t o o ,  Captain 
MANGRUM . 

So, we 'r e  t a l k i n g  about something t h a t  t ranscends  
you and t ranscends me, and i f  I may say  s o ,  I th ink  t o  a de-
g ree  it transcends t h e  J A G .  We have t h e  United S t a t e s  Army on . 
t r i a l ,  and you know t h i s  and I know i t ,  having been given t h a t  
information.  I t ' s  not  only t h e  United S t a t e s  Army, i t ' s  our  
defense es tabl i shment  which, you being a r e g u l a r  o f f i c e r ,  I 
assume t h a t  you b e l i e v e  i n ?  

A. Yes, I do. 

Q We're a l s o  t a l k i n g  about our Country. We have e s -
t a b l i s h e d  some f i n e  moral s tandards  throughout t h e  world,  and 
we a r e  a l s o  t a l k i n g  about our  people.  

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q We a r e  t a l k i n g  about your fami ly ,  my fami ly ,  a l l  
t he  f ami l i e s  of a l l  t he  people h e r e ,  t o  i n s u r e  j u s t i c e  i s  done 
and done proper ly .  I ' l l  say t o  you t h a t  I have no d e s i r e  to  
iccrini~zteycz ,  end I wonld n o t  ander ar?y circumstances ask 
you t o  t e s t i f y  a g a i n s t  yourse l f .  But I t h i n k  t h a t  you 
cari understand the  importance of some of t h e  information 
which you may have a v a i l a b l e ,  which would n o t  i n c r i m i n a t e  
you, toward developing an a c t u a l  p o r t r a y a l  of what t r a n s p i r e d  
i n  t h i s  a r e a  s t a r t i n g  a t  t h e  middle of  March and going 
on f o r  the  next  month and a h a l f .  

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q. I would a l s o  t e l l  you t h a t  i n  t a l k i n g  t o  you it 's 
not  l i k e  t a l k i n g  t o  an ord inary  c i v i l i a n  c i t i z e n .  I t ' s  no t  
l i k e  t a l k i n g  t o  a p r i v a t e  o r  a noncommissioned o f f i c e r .  You 
a r e  an o f f i c e r ,  and a s e n i o r  o f f i c e r .  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q- You're supposed t o  be a r e spons ib le  i n d i v i d u a l .  

,
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A. Yes, sir.  

8 Furthermore, when you accepted a commission you
a l s o  accepted a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  defend t h i s  Country on one 
hand, b u t  a l s o  be an o f f i c e r  and a gentleman on the  o t h e r  
hand, which would i n d i c a t e  you have moral s tandards .  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I do. 

Q Morally, much more i s  expected of you than of  the  
o rd ina ry  c i t i z e n .  Another t h i n g  I would l i k e  t o  c a l l  t o  your 
a t t e n t i o n :  I t o l d  you i n  t h e  very beginning t h a t  although 
t h i s  r e p o r t  which I w i l l  f i l e  w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  i t  
i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  o r  p a r t s  of  it may be made a v a i l -
a b l e  t o  Congress and i t  may be made a m a t t e r  of  pub l i c  
knowledge. I would say t h a t  sooner o r  l a t e r  i t  w i l l  show 
up i n  t h e  archives  of t h i s  f i n e  Country of  ours.  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Now, I ' l l  give you t h a t  t o  cons ide r ,  and then  I 
w i l l  ask M r .  MACCRATE t o  cover a genera l  a r e a  of ques t ions  
which we would l i k e  t o  address  t o  you, and then  t o  determine 
whether o r  n o t  you would l i k e  t o  proceed, o r  would you 
like t o  have some t i m e  w i t h  your counsei?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  have some time with my coun-
sel. 

Q- Do you have -any e s t i m a t e  of  how much time? 

A. Five minutes,  sir. 

Q Fine.  The hear ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  time. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1506 hours ,  13  February 
1970.) 

(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1515 hours ,  1 3  Feb-
ruary  1970. ) 

I0: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when t h e  hea r ing  recessed  a r e  
again p resen t .  
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I0 : H a v e  you had time t o  formulate  a dec i s ion?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q May I ask what i s  your dec is ion?  

That I ' m  going t o  t e s t i f y ,  s i r .  

I C :  S i r ,  may I make a  s ta tement ,  p l ease?  

Q Yes. 

IC: I apprec ia te  very much what your committee h e r e  i s  
doing. However, having been appointed counsel  f o r  Colonel 
GAVIN, of course ,  he i s  my chief  concern a t  this p o i n t ,  and 
we've d iscussed ,  and I ' v e  advised him t o  invoke h i s  r i g h t  t o  
remain s i l e n t ,  b u t  he wishes t o  cooperate.  He will testify i n  
regard t o  your ques t ions .  

&- A l l  r i g h t ,  f i n e .  Colonel GAVIN, would you l i k e  t o  
proceed with t h e  tes t imony,  o r  would you l i k e  t o  h e a r  the areas 
of i n t e r e s t  be£orehand? 

A. No, sir ,  I ' l l  proceed. 

All xic$~t. M r .  ,M,9CCR?TE? 

MR WEST: You do understand you may, i f  you f e e l  an 
answer would tend t o  inc r imina te  you, you may, of course ,  
invoke your r i g h t s  under A r t i l c e  31. 

A. Yes s i r .  

MR MACCRATE: Colonel GAVIN, what I would l i k e  t o  do f i r s t  
i s  t o  read t o  you t h e  testimony of Captain RODRIGUEZ and o f  
Lieutenant  DAWKINS with t h e  hope t h a t  it might i n  some way 
r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  about t h i n g s  t h a t  have i n  t h e  in-
tervening months s l i p p e d  from your mind and might bring you 
back t o  the  tfme i n  Apr i l  1 9 6 8  when you re tu rned  t o  Son 
Tinh  on what would now appear from your own r e c o l l e c t i o n  
and from t h e  information furn ished  t o  us by Captain RODRI-
GUEZ t o  be 16 Apr i l .  Reading f i r s t  from Captain RODRIGUEZ 
who i n c i d e n t l y  i s  now r e t i r e d ,  s o  t h a t  he i s  addressed i n  
t h e s e  ques t ions  as  Mr. RODRIGUEZ: 
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. "Q. Did you show this l e t t e r  t o  Major GAVIN?" 

And t h i s  is r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  l e t t e r  of 11 A p r i l  196 8: 

"A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  he saw t h a t  a s  we l l .  He saw t h a t .  
I d i d n ' t  do anything un less  he knew about it. " 

H e  f u r t h e r  goes on:. 

I I Q .  Ev ident ly ,  Major GAVIN was n o t  t h e r e  when 
you received t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  from province t o  
check i n t o  this mat te r .  

"A.  Yes, s i r .  

"Q. Because you s igned it on t h e  14 th .  

" A .  That ' s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r ,  I signed it t h e r e ,  s o  I 
know he was n o t  t h e r e .  He came one o r  2 days 
a f t e r  this. After  I had s igned i t ,  I g o t  t h i s  
l e t t e r  prepared and s e n t  it back t o  province.  

"Q. But the f a c t  i s  t h a t  when you rece ived  t h e  
requirement from province,  he was n o t  t h e r e ,  and 
t h e r e f o r e  you took the a c t i o n ?  

"A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I took t h e  a c t i o n  f o r  they  wanted t o  
have t h i s  information, " 

Then he f u r t h e r  s t a t e s  : 

"Major GAVIN, a f t e r  he came back, I gave him a 
copy of t h i s  { r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  s ta tement  of 1 4  
A p r i l  t h a t  he p repared) ,  and I explained t h i s  
t o  h i m .  And I a l s o  asked him i f  he wanted t o  
g e t  more d e t a i l s  o r  p repare  an o p e r a t i o n  t o  go 
and check what these people were a l l e g i n g .  

"Q. What d id  he say t o  t h a t ?  

"A. It seems t'onaie no a c t i o n  was taken,  s o  I ,  s i n c e  
he was my s u p e r i o r  o f f i c e r ,  I cannot do anymore. 

"Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  about you and 
Major GAVIN t a l k i n g  about t h i s  with Lieutenant  
DAWKINS ? 
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"A. I don 't r e c a l l ,  because it seems t o  me that 
Major GAVIN a t  t h a t  time d i d n ' t  pay much a t t e n t i o n  
t o  it. I mean, I don" t h i n k  he gave that--maybe 
i f  he d i d  know about i t ,  he d i d n ' t  want t o  proba-
b l y  d i scuss  it any f u r t h e r ,  o r  he d i d n ' t  want t o  
t a k e  any more ac t ion .  Or perhaps he d i d n ' t  g ive  
the t h i n g  too  much importance a t  t h e  t i m e , "  

Now, t h a t  is t h e  g i s t  of Captain RODRIGUEZ' r e c o l l e c t i o n  of 
t h e  time. 

Now from Captain DAWKINS : 

"Q. I have h e r e  a s ta tement  which i s  s igned by 
-T Captain Angel RODRIGUEZ, da ted  A p r i l  1 4 .  I would 

ask i f  you have seen 'his paper.  

"A. I r e c a l l  t he  i n c i d e n t  a t  t h a t  t ime,  s i r ,  b u t  
I do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I have seen t h e  r e p o r t ,  no. 

"Q. W i l l  you t e l l  us what  you r e c a l l  of t h e  i n c i -  
den t?  

"A. J u s t  t h e  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t a l k i n g  about the 
i n c i d e n t ,  s i r ,  t h a t  the a l l e g e d  k i l l i n g s  had oc-
curred.  A s  f a r  as 312 a c t u a l i t y ,  sir, I k n ~ w  
nothing  of t h a t . "  

S t i l l  Captain DAWKINS: 

"Q. D o  you remember t a l k i n g  t o  Major GAVIN about 
t h i s ? 

"A. Right,  s i r ,  I remember it being  mentioned 
w i t h i n  t h e  team, yes ,  sir. 

"Q. Now, what was mentioned? 

"A. Just t h e  f a c t  that t h e s e  k i l l i n g s  had allegedly 
been done. 

"Q. How many k i l l i n g s ?  Did they  t a l k  about how 
many women and ch i ld ren?  
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"A. Between 300 and 400, and I t h i n k  Captain 
RODRIGUEZ w a s  doing most of t h e  work on t h i s  th ing . "  

And then  l a t e r  on: 

"Q. When you were t a l k i n g  wi th  Captain RODRIGUEZ 
and Major GAVIN, was Captain TAN a l s o  i n  on t h i s  
d i scuss ion?  

"A. No, s i r ,  I d o n u t  remember him being i n  on t h e  
d i scuss ion  when we t a l k e d  about it ourse lves . "  

He  then  was asked what he could r e c a l l  of t h e  circumstances 
of  t h e  d i scuss ion ,  and he s a i d :  

"It was i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o r  t h e  roam t h a t  we 
l i v e d  i n  was where it was brought  t o  my a t t e n -  
t i o n .  A s  f a r  as  g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  f a c t s  of what 
happened and deeply d i s c u s s i n g  what happened, I 
was no t  involved i n  t h a t  p a r t  of it. I t  was men-
t ioned.  I remember it being  t a l k e d  about.  I re-
member it being mentioned between Captain RODRIGUS: 
and Major GAVIN a t  t h a t  t ime,  and myself .  " 

Afte r  a f u r t h e r  ques t ion  t h e  ques t ion ing  concluded: 

I'Q. Was this j u s t  a  pass ing  i t e m  o f  conversa t ion ,  
o r  was t h i s  something. t h a t  was r e a l l y  focused on? 

"A. I t  was something t h a t  w a s  d i scussed ,  as  f a r  
as w i t h i n  t h e  team t h e r e  i t s e l f .  The s t r o n g e s t  
p o i n t  of d i scuss ion  t h a t  I remember, t h a t  it j u s t  
d i d n ' t  happen. This m a s s  k i l l i n g  of 490 people 
and 90 pe rcen t  of t h e  houses and everyth ing  was 
destroyed.  This is  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  I remember 
t a l k i n g  about.  It j u s t  d i d n ' t  happen. There 's  
a  war going on and innocent  people were going t o  
d i e ,  b u t  t h i s  t h i n g  of l i n i n g  up 490 people ,  I 
c a n ' t  b e l i e v e .  I have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of anything 
of that na ture ."  

Captain DAWKINS a l s o  t e s t i f i e d  regarding  s e e i n g  a  message 
which was a t r a n s l a t i o n  of a Vietnamese document, and he s t a t e s :  

(GAVIN) APP T-9 


FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


"The only  t h i n g  t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  is  t h e  nes-
sage.  I f  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  t h e r e  was a 
Vietnamese message t h a t  came from--came through 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  from the  headquar ters .  If I 
remember c o r r e c t l y ,  t o  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  on t h e  h i l l  
where we s tayed.  O r  it came--well, through there 
and t o  us .  We got  l i t t l e - - f o u r ,  f i v e ,  o r  s i x  
Vietnamese messages every evening,  each a f t e rnoon ,  
and our i n t e r p r e t e r  would s i t  down, and t r a n s l a t e  
t h e s e  messages i n t o  English.  This i s  where I re -
member s e e i n g  t h e  s ta tement  t h a t  I made r e f e r e n c e  
t o ,  about t h e  490  c i v i l i a n s  and t h e  proper ty  and 
houses 90  pe rcen t  destroyed.  This i s  my recol -  
l e c t i o n  of t h a t  s ta tement .  

"Q. You rece ived  a  message and then  you had 
the d i scuss ion?  

"A. Right ,  sir. A t  t h e  t ime,  I saw t h e  message, 
t h i s  i s  when I asked Colonel GAVIN about  t h e  
message. A s  f a r  as a d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n  & o u t  
it, I was n o t  involved.  Between Colonel GAVIN 
and mysel f ,  o r  Captain RODRIGUEZ and myself ,  a s  
f a r  as  a d e t a i l e d  d i scuss ion ,  no, s i r .  I asked 
about t h e  message. I canTt r e c a l l  anything e l s e .  " 

I t h i n k  t h z t  t h a t  prcrvides ynu wLth the c~j.st,of 
what has been t o l d  t o  u s ,  and you can understand from t h a t  why 
w e  were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  what had occurred 
a t  mis time. 

It  seems q u i t e  apparent  from Captain RODRIGUEZ 
and Lieutenant  DAWKINS t h a t  they remember sonething be ing  said 
a t  t h a t  time. We do know t h a t  t h i s  was passed along and f u r -
t h e r  a c t i o n  was taken.  But p r e c i s e l y  what was done, the  next  
s t e p  i n  pass ing  t h i s  information along,  i s  our  focus a t  t h i s  
p o i n t .  I f  you f e e l  t h a t  you could shed any l i g h t  on t h e  way 
i n  which t h i s  information was passed along and was passed on 
up t o  h igher  headquar te r s ,  it would be very h e l p f u l  t o  t h e  
inqu i ry .  

A. Now, which message a r e  you r e f e r r i n g  to ,  s i r ?  
What's t h e  d a t e  t h i s  message t h a t  Captain DAWKINS was re -
f e r r i n g  t o  of t h e  9 0  pe rcen t .  You showed it  t o  m e ,  I know 
t h a t ,  sir. 
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Q- Exh.ib2t M-29, Colonel GAVIN, i s  a cour tesy  copy, 
o r  i t ' s  s o  l a b e l e d ,  t o  you o r  it would be addressed t o  your 
o f f i c e  from Lieutenant  TAN t o  Colonel K H I E N ,  t h e  province 
advisor .  

A. Well,  t h i s  i s  t h e  one t h a t  was provided t o  me, 
s i r ?  The cour tesy  copy was provided? 

Q Yes, w e  have n o t  found i t  i n  t h e  f i l e s  of  your
o f f i c e .  W e  have found t h i s ,  however, i n  t h e  f i l e s  of Lieu-
t e n a n t  TAN,  a c t u a l l y  h i s  former o f f i c e ,  he now having moved 
on t o  a p o s i t i o n  o r  an assignment w i t h  t h e  s e c t o r .  And then  
Exh ib i t  M-30 is t h e  s ta tement  t h a t  Captain RODRIGUEZ prepared 
wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  the  l e t t e r ,  Exhib i t  M-29. 

A. No, sir .  I f  this was on 11 A p r i l ,  s i r ,  it was 
rece ived  i n  my shop during my absence. 

Q - That i s  what w e  understand. I t  was rece ived  during 
your absence,  and t h a t  what Captain RODRIGUEZt--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Captain RODRIGUEZ ' a c t i o n s ,  yes ,  
s i r .  I remember what he s a i d .  And I w i l l  s t i l l  s t a t e  as I 
d i d  yes te rday ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I never  saw any documentation t h a t  
alleged t o  any r e t r i b u t i o n  o r  mowing down of people o r  anything 
of t h i s  na tu re .  A s  b e s t  a s  I can f i g u r e ,  s i r ,  t h i s  document 
came i n  t o  our  shop o r  Captain TAN forwarded i t  t o  province.  
Province probably a l s o  a t  t h a t  t ime provided a copy t o  t h e  
province team. The province team then  would genera te  a re-
q u e s t  t o  Captain RODRIGUEZ to g e t  a l l  t h e  information he  could 
on t h i s  t h i n g ,  because a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e r e  was no doubt t h a t  
something d id  happen. And he would send h i s  answer back up. 

But I s t i l l  s t a t e ,  s i r ,  t h a t  I had no knowledge 
of t h e s e  two documents, i n  s p i t e  of what Captain RODRIGUEZ 
s a i d  t h a t  as a good execu t ive  o f f i c e r  he would have done. I 
contend, s i r ,  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  b r i e f  me on t h e s e  documents, and 
he d i d  no t  show me t h e s e  documents. Because i f  I had seen 
them, they would have become very impor tant  t o  me. I would 
have jumped r i g h t  i n  t h e  b i g  middle of i t ,  sir .  

a - Well, I'm n o t  s u r e  that i n  t h e  circumstances a t  
the d i s t r i c t  headquar ters ,  jumping i n t o  t h e  middle o f  it was 
what would be expected,  as one looks i n  r e t r o s p e c t  on it. 
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A. N o ,  sir, I may f i n d  o u t  more about it. I n  the 
f i r s t  p l a c e ,  I d o n ' t  understand Captain RODRIGUEZ' s ta tement  
about a s  f a r  as  us genera t ing  an opera t ion  ou t  i n  t h a t  a r e a  
because w e  d i d n ' t  have the  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  go o u t  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  
sir. 

a .  Where we run i n t o  a d i f f i c u l t y  i s  t h i s :  Captain 
RODRIGUEZ s t a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  s ta tement  was i n  response,  a s  you 
heard ,  t o  a  r eques t  from t h e  province team. 

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q Now, we can f i n d  no t r a c e  of t h e  r e q u e s t  from t h e  
province team. 

A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q We-f i n d  t h e  response which Captain RODRIGUEZ 
s t a t e s  was s e n t .  We do n o t  f i n d  t h a t  i n  e i t h e r  t h e  d i s t r i c t- -

f i l e  o r  t h e  province f i l e - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, I understood, s i r ,  t h a t  t h i s  
was f i l e d  i n  the  d i s t r i c t  f i l e .  

Q We f i n d  it i n  t h e  advisory team's f i l e .  W e  f i n d  
it i n  t h e  Vietnamese f i l e .  And what we a r e  seeking i s  what 
was t r a n s p i r i n g  ~ i k ~ ~ i i iLks zi'.'soq t e z c ?  ! f i a t  was the i n f o r -
mation t h a t  was passed up? Because we a r e  l e f t  t o  p iece  t h i s  
toge the r  from t h e  b a s i s  of what we have obta ined  from t h e  d i s -
t r i c t  f i l e  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  and t h e  
province ch ie f  a t  Quang Ngai. 

A .  Well,  s i r ,  I was only surmising i n  looking a t  t h i s  
document and saying t h a t  province g o t  a copy, t h a t  they had 
then  generated a  r eques t .  I have no knowledge of it. 

I0 : YOU can s e e  that province g o t  a copy, because it 
says  r i g h t  he re .  

A. Well, s i r ,  I got  a copy. bu t  even i f  they hadn . l t ,  
even i f  i t  went up through Vietnamese channels ,  normally t h e  
Vietnamese would provide them a t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  document 
of something of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  s i r .  I was s t r i c t l y  surmising 
a t  t h a t  p o i n t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  way t h a t  t h i s  had worked, be-
cause t h i s  would be normal. 

(GAVIN) 66 APP T-9 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


MR MACCRATE: But you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Captain RODRIGUEZ 
saying anything about t h i s ?  

A. Br ie f ing  me on t h i s ?  No, s i r , ' a s  I s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  
sir, I never saw any document, and I never heard any allegatio: .? 
u n t i l  I read it i n  the  paper t h a t  people had been j u s t  mowed 
down. My jaw dropped 6 inches when I read  it. I s a i d ,  "How can 
t h i s  happen i n  my d i s t r i c t  and me no t  know about i t ? "  And now 
t h a t  I see  t h i s ,  t h i s  was the  way t h a t  it came down o f f i c i a l l y  
t o  my p lace ,  and it happened i n  my absence. I can understand 
now how it can happen. 

10: We can understand how it happened, b u t  what I 
t h i n k  we have a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y  understanding is on some-
t h i n g  as grave and important a s  t h i s ,  t o  fol low through wit!. 
what you 're  saying,  t h a t  Captain RODRIGUEZ wouldn ' t  c a l l  it 
t o  your a t t e n t i o n  upon your r e t u r n  approximately 36 hours l a t e r .  

A. A s  I say,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  know. .I have no answer, 

s i r .  Now, I'll agree with Captain RODRIGUEZ, a s  my execut ive  

o f f i c e r ,  t h i s  would have been h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  But a s  I 

s t a t e d ,  I had never seen any documentation t h a t  t h i s  cold-

blooded murder t h i n g  occurred,  s i r .  


MH MACCKATB: Now, we've a l s o  t a l k e d  t o  Sergeant XU'ZLE. 

A. Right ,  s ir ,  the  province a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  se rgean t .  

Q. H e  has t e s t i f i e d  of a s  t o  what he observed a t  province 
Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f ,  a f t e r  your r e t u r n  t o  Son Tinh a t  

. 	 t h i s  t ime, around the  middle of A p r i l ,  having a s e r i e s  of meet-
i n g s  with Colonel G U I N N  i n  Quang Ngai a t  t h e  province advisory 

- team o f f i c e ?  

A. A s e r i e s  of meetings,  no, s ir .  We normally 
met only when the  Vietnamese had a meeting t h a t  we a t tended.  
In o t h e r  words, the  d i s t r i c t  adv i so r s  normally came i n  on meet- 
ings that t h e  Vietnamese d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  had t o  a t t end .  I f  w e  
were i n v i t e d ,  we s a t  i n ,  

Q. Let  me j u s t  read a very b r i e f  exce rp t  from Sergeant  
ANGLE'S testimony. H e  was shown a copy of Captain RODRIGUEZ 

s ta tement ,  M-30. 
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"Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of such docu- 
ment, i t s  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  o r  h e a r i n g  about  it? 

"A. Vaguely. Vaguely I recall  something. Not 
of  My La i  o r  My Lay, o r  however i t ' s  pronounced, 
b u t  t h i s  Son My V i l l a g e ,  t h a t  vague ly ,  i n  t h e  back 
of my mind it s t i c k s  f o r  some r eason  o r  o t h e r .  The  
document i t s e l f ,  no,  no,  I have no knowledge of t h i s .  
I know it seems to me e a r l y  i n  A p r i l ,  o r  t h e  l a t t e r  
p a r t  of A p r i l  sometime, Captain  RODRIGUEZ was down 
t o  s e e  me q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  and t h e  same w i t h  Ma- 
j o r  GAVIN, n o t  t o  s e e  me p e r s o n a l l y ,  b u t  i n  t h e  
p rov ince  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  and drop  by a s  a f r i e n d ,  
o v e r  some i n c i d e n t  t h a t  had t aken  p l a c e  a t  Son 
My. This i s  a l l  I can say .  I d i d  no t y p i n g  f o r  
them on it, o r  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  I c a n ' t  remember 
r e a l l y  doing anyth ing  f o r  Colonel  G U I N N  on it. 

"Q. You say t h a t  you have t h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  
sometime du r ing  t h e  month of  A p r i l  Major GAVIN -9% 
and Captain  RODRIGUEZ were down on something CO 
t h a t  had happened i n  Son My V i l l a g e ?  r.-l 

A. Some i n c i d e n t  t h a t  had happened. What it w a s ,  
I j u s t  d o n ' t  know." 

And he l a te r  s t a t e s  i n  response t o  f u r t h e r  ques t ion ing :  

"Major GAVIN and capgain RODRIGUEZ came down, 
and Colonel  G U I N N  and M r .  MAY d i s c u s s e d  t h i s .  
Now, what they  d i scussed ,  I don' t know. I only  
know t h e  f o u r  of  them s a t  down and t a l k e d  f o r  
a long ,  long  t ime ,  f o r  a  couple  of  days ,  r e a l l y ,  
s i r . "  

Have you any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any th ing  t h a t  Sergeant  ANGLE cou ld  
be r e f e x r i n g  t o  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  such meet ings ,  e i t h e r  w i t h  Colo- 
n e l  G U I N N  o r  wi th  M r .  MAY or p o s s i b l y  w i t h  both of them? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember whether it was A p r i l  o r  May, 
b u t  we were having meet ings  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  s i r .  We d i d  have 
some meetings.  I d o n ' t  know t h e  e x a c t  d a t e s ,  b u t  t h e s e  meet-
i n g s  d e a l t  w i th  M r .  PiIAY's p e t  t h e o r y ,  which they  had one a l r e a d y  
i n  Binh Son, and t h i s  was t o  b u i l d  f o r t i f i e d  hamlets  and p u t  
t h e  people  i n  t h e s e  f r i n g e  a r e a s  i n  these hamlets and 
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guard them a t  n i g h t .  W e  m e t  and t a l k e d  and d iscussed  t h i s  
two o r  t h r e e  t imes.  As  a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  M r .  MAY and I kind 
of had a disagreement about i t ,  because he wanted t o  m a k e  thz" 
c i t a d e l ,  t h a t  shows on t h e  map, one o f  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s .  And I 
s a i d ,  "Yes, s i r ,  i f  you i n s i s t ,  I ' l l  b u i l d  t h e  t h i n g  i f  y o u ' l l  
provide m e  t h e  wire  and the  mines and t h e  s t a k e s  t o  put  around 
it." And he s a i d ,  "I c a n ' t  do t h a t .  I d o n ' t  have any way t o  
g e t  i t .  You've got  t o  go o u t  and g e t  it on your own." There 
were some meetings about t h a t .  I never  a t tended a meeting 
concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  no, s ir .  

Q Well, do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a r e fe rence  
i n  any such meeting a t  t h i s  time t o  some communication t h a t  
had gone on between Captain RODRIGUEZ and Colonel G U I N N  and 
t h e  p repara t ion  of a f u r t h e r  r e p o r t  onto  t h e  br igade  o r  t h e  
d i v i s i o n ?  

A. NO, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  A s  I s a y ,  I do remember t h a t  
we d i d  meet about these  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  and t h i s  i s  maybe what 
ANGLE was r e f e r r i n g  t o .  These meetings g o t  t o  be q u i t e  ex-
t e n s i v e  a t  t i m e s .  But t h a t ' s  what those were about.  I 
don' t e v e r  r e c a l l  Colonel G U I N N  mentioning t h i s  i n c i d e n t  t o  
m e  i n  any shape o r  form, which he would have i f  I had been up 
t o  a meeting, s ir .  

Q- Well, we have a testimony from, f o r  example, t h e  
G2 advisor  of the 2d ARVN Divis ion ,  t h a t  Colonel G U I N N  d i d  
mention i t  t o  h i m .  

A. That he had d iscussed  it wi th  me, s i r ?  

Q No, t h a t  he had d iscussed  it with Major EARLE, and 
t h i s  information had o r i g i n a t e d  wi th  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  

A. Right ,  s ir .  So t h i s  would no doubt be t h i s  docu-
ment of Captain RODRIGUEZ' , sir .  

0. Yesterday, you provided us with a document, da ted  
16 Apr i l  1968, which we have marked as Exh ib i t  M - 1 1 4 .  I 
not iced  t h a t  it was a p o r t i o n  of a s h e e t  of paper  and won-
dered i f  you had any o t h e r  contemporaneous documents from t h a t  
pe r iod  from the Son Tinh headquar ters  t h a t  might h e l p  us t o  
fit toge the r  events  a t  t h a t  time. 
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A .  No, s i r ,  about t h e  only t h i n g  I brought back was 
,, .my orders .  I know why I kept  t h a t .  I t  was c l ipped i n s i d e  of 

one of those  fold-up t h i n g s ,  and as I say ,  I d o n ' t  know r e a l l y  
why I r e t a i n e d  it. The reason t h e  bottom was t o r n  o f f  was 
because it got  s o  ragged. I j u s t  wanted t o  smooth it up and 
d id .  But I d i d n ' t  b r i n g  any papers back, s i r ,  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  
job w a s  concerned. I brought my o r d e r s ,  papers  which normally 

- I put  -in my personal  f i l e ,  and t h i s  w a s  it, o t h e r  than  t h a t  
VC propaganda and s t u f f  which I brought i n  and you made copies  
o f ,  sir. 

Q. ' Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  circumstances 
i n  which you sought the  information from Task Force Barker a s  
t o  .the VC KIA and t h e  weapons count fol lowing the  opera t ion  of 
March 1 6 ,  1968? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  one. Normally, 
I j u s t  pick up -- g e t  on t h e i r  frequency and c a l l  them, s i r .  

Q. You t e s t i f i e d - -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  C a l l  t h e  53. 

Q. You t e s t i f i e d - - . 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  This is the  normal th ing .  

Q When you were before t he  panel  i n  December, t h a t  
you r e c a l l e d  g e t t i n g  t h a t  information.  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q I wonder ' i f  you could r e c a l l  whether you had done 
s o  i n  response t o  a reques t  from t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. No, s i r ,  t h i s  was j u s t  our  team c u r i o s i t y ,  r e a l l y ,  
j u s t  t o  see  how they were doing because we had no way t o  keep 
up with t h e  opera t ion  as  it w a s  going on. Normally, a f t e r  it 
was over,  we ' d  c a l l  up' t o  the  headquarters .  T h i s  was j u s t  f o r  
our information t o  let us know ?LOW they were doing. The rea-
son I remembered t h i s  one was t h a t  they had t h i s  body count 
of 120 o r  something, and t h e  weapons. The, thought  c rossed  
my mind, I s a i d ,  "They've got  one of those VC companies o u t  
t h e r e ,  and t h a t ' s  one l e s s  company I ' v e  g o t  t o  worry about." 
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Q. Did you know Captain GOUZOULES, who was t h e  55 
of t h e  4/3? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. He came down a couple of t imes.  

Q Did you ever  h e a r  of  a problem t h a t  he  was having 
wi th  Task Force Barker? 

A. No, s i r ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  was GOUZOULES. The one t h i n g  
I remember about him was we went o u t  t o  a b i g  mountain i n  the  
west.  He wanted t o  walk down t o  t h i s  hamlet t h a t  was down 
below. That ' s  q u i t e  a w a l k ,  s ir .  It 's about a thousand f e e t  
s t r a i g h t  up. 

& Did you e v e r  h e a r  about  a meal t h a t  he had taken 
wi th  a group up a t  Binh Son D i s t r i c t  where he had passed some 
comment about Task Force Barker along about t h i s  t ime,  and these  
comments were re layed back t o  Task Force Barker ,  and e i t h e r  
Colonel BARKER o r  Major CALHOUN had passed the  word t h a t  they  
d i d n ' t  want Captain GOUZOULES t o  come t o  Task Force Barker? 

A. No, s ir .  A s  I s a y ,  t h i s .  one i n c i d e n t  i s  the  only 
t h i n g  I r e a l l y  remember about--

Q ( In terpos ing)  This never reached you? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q- Well, apparent ly t h i s  became something of some re-
p o r t  i n  t h e  a r e a .  We have t h i s  from o f f i c e r s  of  t h e  4 / 3 ,  and 
I ' m  somewhat s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  t h e  s t o r y  d i d n ' t  g a i n  currency 
down i n  Son Tinh as  w e l l .  

A. No, s ir .  The only  way i t  would is  i f  somebody 
happened t o  m e e t  somebody e l s e  i n  t h e  compound. We d i d n ' t  
go i n t o  t h e  compound t h a t  o f t e n ,  sir.  That was normally our  
only  time t h a t  we would meet t h e  o t h e r  members of  t h e  team un-
l e s s  i t  was f o r  one of these  meetings a t  province.  

Q. But you were f r equen t ly  up a t  Task Force Barker,  
were you n o t ?  

A .  Not f r e q u e n t l y ,  no, s i r ,  because t h a t  was a p r e t t y  
bad s e c t i o n  of road during t h a t  time. The VC mined it n i g h t l y .  
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I would s t o p  by t h e r e  i f  I were going t o  Chu Lai  o r  coming 
back from Chu Lai .  I ' d  s t o p  i n  t h e r e  sometimes, b u t  not 
f r equen t ly ,  no, sir.  

Q - How o f t e n  d i d  you go t o  Chu Lai and back? 

A. Once every 2 weeks; once every 3 weeks; 
whenever I had t o  g e t  some work done on t h e  v e h i c l e s  and 
t h i s  type t h i n g ,  s i r .  Because a t  t h a t  t ime we had v e h i c l e s  
a l l  along from Americal, and they  had t o  go up t h e r e  f o r  main-
tenance.  

Q I ' d  l i k e  t o  go back t o  the per iod  p r i o r  t o  1 6  
March 1968. We've had some testimony regarding  t h e  informa-
t i o n  t h a t  you may have provided wi th  r e spec t  t o  planning of 
t h e  opera t ion  on 16 March. This i s  testimony of  Sergeant  
STEPHENS. 

Who was Sergeant  STEPHENS, s i r ?  

Sergeant  STEPHENS was the-- dQ 
Q 

10: ( In te rpos ing)  He was t h e  S2 se rgean t  of Task ("3 

Force Barker.  

MR MACCRATE: The S2 s e r g e a n t  of Task Force Barker.  

"Q. When d i d  you f i r s t  hea r  of t h i s  planned CA 
a g a i n s t  the  hamlet My Lai  ( 4 )  ? 

"A. The opera t ion ,  s i r ?  

"Q. Yes. Was it being planned f o r  q u i t e  a whi l e ,  
do you r e c a l l ?  

"A. Yes, s ir .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  was planned once before .  
They had planned an opera t ion  i n  t h e r e .  W e  knew 
t h a t  the  t a sk  f o r c e  was s u b j e c t  t o  come t o  an end,  
and we had had s e v e r a l  con tac t s  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and 
they had planned an opera t ion  sometime, I d o n ' t  
know j u s t  how long be fo re ,  i n  t h e  a rea .  But they  
worked q u i t e  a b i t  wi th  Major GAVIN,  wi th t h e  ad-
v i s o r  below, and they rece ived  word t h a t  t h e  en-
emy had moved out . "  
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Then he says i n  another  p lace  i n  response t o  t h i s  ques t ion:  

'IQ. Where d id  the  p lan  o r  i d e a  o r i g i n a t e ?  Did 
it come down t o  you from brigade o r  d i v i s i o n ,  o r  
o r i g i n a t e  i n  Task Force Barker, o r  was it sugges-
t e d  by Major GAVIN, o r  what 's  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  on 
t h a t ?  

"A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know where t h e  complete p lan  
f o r  the  opera t ion  came from. I t  was, maybe Major 
GAVIN d i d  have something on t h a t .  I d o n ' t  know, 
s i r . "  

And then  a t  another  p o i n t  he t e s t i f i e d :  

"Q. Colonel GAVIN,  i f  you remember, was t h e  ad- 
v i s o r  t o  the d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  i n  Son Tinh. 

'"A. I be l i eve  this is  where t h e  information,  s i r ,  
. p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  enemy a c t i v i t y  i n  t h i s  a r e a  a t  t h a t  
time was coming from." 

I t  i s  a g a i n s t  t h a t  background t h a t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  ask you a few 
ques t ions  regarding  the  -background of t h e  opera t ion .  Do you 

. 	 r e c a l l  providing any information t o  t h e  t a sk  f o r c e  p r i o r  t o  
t h e  opera t ion  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  the  l o c a t i o n  of the  48th Local 
Force VC Ba t t a l ion?  

A. Not i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  one, s i r .  But as we would 
go through these  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  we would g e t  every- 
day, then w e  would c a l l  them and t e l l  them t h a t  we had the  
r e p o r t s  i f  t h e r e  was a c e r t a i n  amount of them. O r  we would 
c a l l  them and j u s t  g ive  them i n  t h e  c l e a r  t h a t  we've go t  re-

k p o r t  C-2 r a t i n g  t h a t  such-and-such a u n i t  is  loca ted  i n  such- 
' and-such a p lace .  This was a feeder  source of i n t e l l i g e n c e  

information t o  them, e i t h e r  t h e  r e p o r t s  which they would come 
down and g e t  and t ake  them up, o r  i f  t h e r e  was j u s t  a few of 
them on any given p a r t i c u l a r  t ime,  then  we would c a l l  them 
up t o  t h e m .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  where a t  t h i s  time you were ca r ry ing  
t h e  48th VC Ba t t a l ion?  

No, s i r .  
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Q - P r i o r  t o  the middle  of March? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  because n o m a l l y  w e  would c a r r y  them i n  
a s  many as t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s ,  and w e  j u s t  had t o  k ind  o f  
toss a co in  as t o  which s p o t  was right, W e  would g e t  d i f f e r e n t  
l o c a t i o n  r e p o r t s  on them everyday ,  s i r ,  as a r u l e .  

10: Y e s ,  b u t  t h a t  d i d n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  mean t h a t  you 
would change your  judgment as t o  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n .  This  is a l l  
done by e v a l u a t i o n .  You may g e t  six r e p o r t s  and keep  them 
where you have them, b u t  you may get one r e p o r t  t h a t  you e v a l -
ua t ed  very h i g h l y  and you got  a h i g h  r a t i n g  on t h e  s o u r c e  and 
you b e l i e v e  it. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  W e  k e p t  them p o s t e d  on t h e  map and t h i s  
t ype  t h i n g ,  s i r .  

MR MACCRATE : But ,  w e r e  you moving them from day t o  day,  s o  
f a r  a s  your  b e s t  i n fo rma t ion?  

A. Wel l ,  t hey  moved q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y ,  s i r .  This  w a s  
a m a t t e r  o f  t h e i r  SOP. They d i d n ' t  s t a y  i n  t h e  same hamle t .  
They would g e t  o u t  i n t o  t h a t  p i n k  a r e a  t h a t  shows on t h e  map, 
where t hey  would a c t u a l l y  go i n t o  t u n n e l s ,  and t h e y  would 
s t a y  t h e r e ,  b u t  they  d i d n ' t  s t a y  o u t s i d e  of t h a t  area. They 
were c o n s t a n t l y  moving around.  The r ea son  t h e y  s t a y e d  ou t -
s i d e  o f  it was t o  g i v e  them a l i t t l e  d i s t a n c e  jump i n  t h e  
amount of  marching that t h e y  had t o  do t o  g e t  t o  an o u t p o s t  
t o  a t t a c k  i t ,  a t  l e a s t  I t h i n k .  

Q A s  f a r  as t h e i r  base  o f  o p e r a t i o n s ,  it w a s  o u t  
i n  P i n k v i l l e  o r  My L a i  ( I ) ?  

A. W e l l ,  they used t h a t  e n t i r e  complex t h e r e  of  
Tu Cung and Co Lay and P i n k v i l l e ,  M y  L a i  ( I ) ,  I b e l i e v e  it 
appears  on t h e  map. That  e n t i r e  a r e a  w a s  t h e i r s .  There were 
u s u a l l y  two t o  t h r e e  l o c a l  companies o u t  t h e r e  w i t h  them. 

Q. What do you r e c a l l  about  t h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  
l o c a t i o n  of t h e  4 8 t h  Local. Force B a t t a l i o n  t o  t h e  p lanning  
of t h e  o p e r a t i o n  on 1 6  March? 

A. P e r s o n a l l y ,  no th ing  s p e c i f i c ,  s i r .  It  might have 
been i n  t h e s e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  w e r e  t h e r e .  

(GAVIN) 74 APP T-9 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



CONFIDENTIAL 


(GAVIN) APP T-9 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A.  I b e l i e v e  I d id .  They replaced  Task Force Barker 
wi th  I b e l i e v e  t h e  4 / 3 ,  I ' m  no t  s u r e ,  because they  s h i f t e d  
around r a t h e r  r a p i d l y  t h e r e ,  s ir .  

I0 : Well, y o u ' r e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  fol lowing 
t h e  a t t a c k ,  Colonel GAVIN,  t h a t  Colonel BARKER i n  t h e  l a t t e r  
p a r t  of May, maybe t h e  f i r s t  of June,  took over  t h e  command of  
t h e  4/3  and they moved t h a t  b a t t a l i o n ' s  headquarters  t o  LZ 
Dot t i e .  I t  had been a t  LZ Sue. 

A .  Right ,  sir. NO,  s ir ,  t h i s ,  a s  I say ,  was changed, 
s o  it was t h e  4/3 when I came back. This des igna t ion  change 
ev iden t ly  happened r i g h t  a f t e r  I l e f t ,  sir. 

Q When d i d  you leave ,  again? 

A.  Twenty-four May, s ir .  

Q Yes. 

A. And s i n c e  t h e r e  w a s  a new commander t h e r e  when I 
g o t  back o f f  l eave ,  I assumed t h a t  it was another  u n i t .  T h i s  
was a n a t u r a l  assumption on. my p a r t .  I d i d n ' t  ask ,  because 
we had Captain LAUSON a s  an S2  r a t h e r  than  t h e  o t h e r  cap ta in ,  
t h e  S2 t h a t  had worked f o r  Task Force Barker. So from t h e  
people I met and d e a l t  with i n  t h e  u n i t ,  I assumed t h a t  it 
was another  u n i t  t h a t  had been moved i n .  Then I heard t h a t  
Colonel BARKER had been k i l l e d  i n  this--on an opera t ion  o u t  
t h e r e  i n  t h e  east. t 

Q. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  M r .  MACCRATE i s  r e a l l y  a l lud ing  t o  
U . S .  ope ra t ions  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  ARVN or Vietnamese opera t ions  
i n  t h e  area .  

A.  There were Vietnamese opera t ions  o u t  t h e r e ,  s i r ,  
b u t  I c a n ' t  p inpo in t  t h e  d a t e s  on them, because I was t h e r e  
u n t i l  t h e  fol lowing December. The VC came i n  and pushed a l l  
t h e  way i n t o  what w e  termed Buddha Mountain, Tinh An Moun-
t a i n  t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e  it was Ju ly .  There were q u i t e  a few 
opera t ions  and b a t t l e s  t o  push them back o u t  and t o  re-
cap tu re  t h e  c i t a d e l  a rea .  There was a b i g  b a t t l e  r i g h t  i n  
t h e  c i t a d e l  i t s e l f .  The VC had occupied it. 

MR MACCRATE: When would t h a t  have been? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it was i n  J u l y  o r  August, a long i n  
t h a t  t ime frame, sir. Then along l a t e  i n  the f a l l ,  i n  o rde r  
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Q Do you have..any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Colonel  K H I E N  be ing 
o u t  on 521 w i t h  M r .  BURKE and being warned t o  s t o p  t h e  i n t e r -
r o g a t i o n  t h a t  he w a s  c a r r y i n g  on of  a g r e a t  many Vietnamese, 
and right a f t e r  Colonel  KHIEN and M r .  BURKE w e r e  moved down 
t h e  road,  mor tar  f i r e  landed r i g h t  i n  t h e  a r e a  where they  
had been? 

A. No, sir .  

10: W e l l ,  l e t  me e l a b o r a t e  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  

A. I would l i k e  t o  have p o i n t e d  out--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You c e r t a i n l y  should remember t h i s  
i f  you happened t o  be p r e s e n t ,  because t h i s  was a r a t h e r  unus-
u a l  circumstance.  But ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  f o r c e s  involved.  
The d a t e  w a s ,  I t h i n k ,  i n  e a r l y  September of  1968, and t h e  f o r -
ces moved o u t  g e n e r a l l y  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  road. Colonel 
K H I E N  w a s  on t h e  t o p  of t h e  h i l l  j u s t  t o  t h e  e a s t  of  t h e  c i t -
a d e l  and t o  t h e  w e s t  of H i l l  85, a l i t t l e  k n o l l  o u t  t h e r e  which 
your t a c t i c a l  f o r c e s  normally used f o r  a CP. 

A. Righ t ,  s ir .  

Q. I t ' s  o u r  unders tanding t h a t  some of t h e  o t h e r  people
had e s t a b l i s h e d  themselves i n  a n o t h e r  CP, and perhaps y o u r s e l f ,  
back on Buddha Mountain t o  oversee  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  But i t ' s  
he re  t h a t  Colonel KHIEN i s  supposed to  have been warned about  
mor tar  rounds and everybody becoming very uneasy, and s u r e  
enough, t h e  mor tar  rounds d i d  come i n .  That  was i n  September 
of  1968. 

A. No, s ir ,  Id i d n ' t  hea r  abou t  it. However--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  And whi le  I 'm h e r e ,  d i d  you know 
of ano the r  operat ion--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Having mortar  rounds l and ing  around 
you w a s n ' t  unusual ,  sir,  i f  you g o t  o u t  t h e r e  and s topped very  
long,  because t h e  VC i n  t h i s  a r e a  had two o r  t h r e e  mor tars .  

Q.  Do you remember ano the r  o p e r a t i o n ,  I d o n ' t  know 
the  e x a c t  d a t e ,  b u t  a long about  I would say  J u l y  o r  August, t o  
r e e s t a b l i s h  t h e  o u t p o s t  on H i l l  85, which i s  t h e  Mobile 
Advisory Team was wi th  them, t h e  Mobile Advisory Team headed 
by Major FORD? 

A. . Was t h a t  t h e  one where they  g o t  ambushed o u t  h e r e ,  
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s ir ,  where they  were going out - - tha t  one I remember. The 
48th B a t t a l i o n  had a b i g  ambush s e t  up r i g h t  i n  here .  The 
Mobile Advis.ory Team was a l l  t h e  way up i n s i d e  of it b e f o r e  
t h e  shoot ing s t a r t e d .  

Q Yes, w e l l ,  I ' m  no t  t a l k i n g  about t h i s  one, but 
subsequent ly,  they went ou t  and c u t  ac ross  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  and 
came up i n  he re ,  and t h e  refugees  j u s t  f locked o u t  of t h i s  
a r e a  here.  I t  appeared a t  l e a s t  t o  some of t h e  people t h a t  
t h e  Vietnamese were f e a r f u l  of r e p r i s a l  o r  somebody t ak ing  
p r e t t y  s t rong  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  them because they j u s t  w e r e n ' t  
walking along. They were p r a c t i c a l l y  running o u t  of t h e  a r e a  
t o  g e t  down t o  t h e  a r e a  of An Loc. 

A .  No, sir.  The Mobile Advisory Team went o u t  on 
q u i t e  a few opera t ions  i n  t h i s  a r e a  during t h e  f a l l ,  s ir .  

Q. Did you, a t  anytime, hear  t h a t  province was con-
duct ing  opera t ions  o r  conducting an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  d e t e r -
mine whether o r  no t  anything had happened a t  My La i  ( 4 ) ?  

No, sir. 

Q According t o  Colonel K H I E N ,  a t  t h i s  t ime,  when he 
w a s  he re ,  he interviewed q u i t e  a few people and picked up q u i t e  
a b i t  of info--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  People from t h i s  a r e a ,  s i r ?  

Q . Yes. M r .  MACCRATE, what I s  t h e  f i g u r e  t h a t  he used? 
He t a lked  t o  approximately 20?  

MR MACCRATE: Twenty o r  t h i r t y .  

10: But t h i s  information d i d c ' t  come back t o  you? 

A. Not j u s t  ( inaud ib le )  , no, sir. 

Q Were t h e s e  opera t ions  conducted by province o r  
were they under d i s t r i c t ?  I f  they  were going t o  use one of t h e  
RF groups. 

A. I f  they  w e r e  using an R F  group, they  would probably 
be from province.  
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Q Was t h e r e  any d i v i s i o n  of i n t e r e s t  wi th  d i s t r i c t  
being i n t e r e s t e d  more t o  t h e  w e s t  of Highway 1 and t h e  r a i l -
road ,  and province t ak ing  t h e  major opera t ions  t o  t h e  e a s t  of  
Highway l ?  

A. N o ,  sir. We ran  opera t ions  i n  t h i s  a rea .  Af te r  
T e t ,  s i r ,  we never g o t  ou t  much p a s t  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  I can 
remember going through t h i s  hamlet h e r e  i n  t h e  f a l l ,  bu t  w e  
never made it over  t h i s  way, because we g o t  pinned down r i g h t  
i n  he re ,  and w e  had t o  p u l l  back. 

Q. I can t e l l  you something and a most unusual c i r -
cumstance. Do you know who t h e  f i r s t  i n d i v i d u a l  was back in-
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of My La i  ( 4 ) ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. Major FORD. 

A. I t  very w e l l  could have been, sir.  

Q I know it, yes.  

A .  A s  I say ,  t h e  Mobile Advisory Team--as f a r  
a s  t h e  d i s t r i c t  t e a m  on t h e  opera t ions  t h a t  I went on, s i r ,  
I never g o t  p a s t  Chau Tranh. 

Q . Well, I ' l l  complete t h i s  by saying he d i d n ' t  know 
he was t h e r e  e i t h e r ,  b u t  he w a s .  

MR MACCRATE: I have j u s t  one f i n a l  s e r i e s  of ques t ions .  

I0: I n  connection with t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  which took 
p lace  from about t h e  16th  and p a r t i a l l y  continued through 
t h e  19 th ,  we know t h a t  Captain KOTOUC, t h e  S2 ,  a f t e r  
making arrangements wi th  province,  stopped by Son Tinh and 
picked up t h r e e  Nat ional  Policemen. He a l s o  picked up f i v e  
ARVN, headed by a Lieutenant  DUC; and one se rgean t  and t h r e e  
e n l i s t e d  personnel .  He took them i n t o  t h e  f i e l d .  This was 
i n  t h e  af ternoon.  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  i n c i d e n t ?  
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A .  Are t h e s e  e n l i s t e d  personnel ,  a r e  t h e s e  American 
e n l i s t e d  personnel? 

Q. No. 

A. A l l  Vietnamese? 

Q. Tha t ' s  r i g h t ,  now l e t  me go over it again.  H e  
picked up t h r e e  Nat ional  Policemen, a l l  t hese  from Son Tinh. 

A. Right ,  sir. 

Q You had a t o t a l  of 16 National  Policemen, d i d n ' t  
you? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  H e  picked up t h r e e  of them. 

A. Right ,  s i r .  

Q He a l s o  picked up f i v e  ARVN. Q 
CJ 

A .  Right,  s i r .  P 

The ARVN were headed by a Lieutenant  DUC. I f  I ' m  C
Q. L? 
n o t  mistaken, Lieutenant  DUC was your i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r ,  
w c r k e d  i n  the DIOCC.  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q He a l s o  picked up a  s e r g e a n t ,  and he picked up 
t h r e e  e n l i s t e d  personnel ,  f o r  a t o t a l  of f i v e  ARVN, and took 
them o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  f o r  t h e  purpose of i n t e r r o g a t i o n ?  

A .  Search and i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  r i g h t ,  s ir .  

Q. Now, do you remember t h a t ?  

A .  No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  b u t  
w e  furn ished  t h e s e  people t o  them as a m a t t e r  of course. I n  
o t h e r  words, they would n o t i f y  us t h e  day be fo re  a s  t o  how 
many they wanted. Sometimes they would t ake  them up, and they  
would s t a y  overnight  a t  D o t t i e ,  t h e  n i g h t  p r i o r  t o  the opera t ion .  
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Q . Yes, I ' v e  seen your p i c t u r e s  which I understood 
took p lace  i n  Hoa My. 

A .  Tha t ' s  t h e  h t t ack  on t h e  outpos t  r i g h t  here 
( i n d i c a t i n g  on Exh ib i t  MAP-3), s i r ,  r i g h t  t o  t h e  w a l l  of the  c i t a d e l .  

Q Yes. And d i d n ' t  they overrun some PF ou tpos t s
j u s t  e a s t  of t h e  c i t a d e l ,  t h e r e  i n  the  a r e a  where it shows on 
the map a s  Hoa My ( 3 )  ? No, j u s t  e a s t  of the  c i t a d e l ,  s ee  Hoa 
My ( 3 ) ?  

A, Well, we d i d n ' t  have any ou tpos t s  o u t  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  
sir. There were no outpos ts  a s  such. This was t h e  outpos t  
here [ i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and the  fo rces  withdrew back i n t o  t h a t  a t  
n igh t ,  except  f o r  t h e i r  ambushes. The next  ou tpos t  e a s t  t h a t  
we  had, p r i o r  t o  t h e  time t h a t  they b u i l t  t h i s  one on Nui 
Ngang, w a s  t h i s  one r i g h t  he re  nor th  of An Dao on the  corner  
of t h i s  h i l l  r i g h t  here  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  s i r .  That a t t a c k  on t h e  
c i t a d e l ,  t he  impression I go t  of it wasn ' t  t he  f a c t  t h a t  it 
was a r e p r i s a l  a s  much a s  they were always t r y i n g  t o  a t t a c k  
an ou tpos t  and overrun it ,  and t h a t  one go t  overrun. The PF 
t h a t  were l i v i n g  t h e r e  had t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  with them and 
cont rary  t o  o r d e r s ,  but  normally t h e  Montagnards were the  
only ones t h a t  had t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  wi th  them. The PF weren ' t  
supposed t o  have t h e i r ' s ,  and so  t h i s  accounts f o r  t h e  
c i v i l i a n s  that you saw i n  those p i c t u r e s .  

Q There weren ' t  a tremendous number of c i v i l i a n s  
killed, though. From what we lve ,been  a b l e  t o  ga the r  from 

: people we've t a l k e d  t o ,  t h e r e  were about f i v e  c i v i l i a n s .  

A.  Five o r  s i x  .in t h a t  a t t a c k .  I t  was p r imar i ly  f o r  
the ou tpos t ,  t h e  weapons, and the  ammunition, and t o  overrun 
the outpost .  

. Q g  W a s  t h e r e  any o t h e r  b i g  opera t ion?  I have 
another  one i n  mind which i s  o u t s i d e  of your d i s t r i c t .  

A, A VC opera t ion ,  s i r ?  

I) . Yes. 

A .  Well, the only one I heard of t h a t  would f a l l  
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i n t o  a r e p r i s a l  category,  and I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know whether it 
w a s  i n t e n t i o n a l  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  VC, t h a t  would come out  
t h a t  way w a s  on the refugee camp up a t  Binh Son, t h e  one t h a t  
burned. 

Q. Y e s .  K i l l e d  about 75  people? 

A.  Right, s i r .  

Q. P r a c t i c a l l y  burned t h e  p lace  t o  t h e  ground? 

A .  Righ t ,  s i r .  They ev iden t ly  s t a r t e d  t h e  f i r e  on 
t h e  upwind s i d e  and it swept through t h e  e n t i r e  camp. 

Q. Tha t ' s  a l l  I have. 

MR MACCRATE: Colonel GAVIN, I hand you Exhib i t  R-5, which i s  
a document taken from t h e  f i l e s  of t h e  l l t h  Brigade. You ' l l  
n o t e  t h a t  i t ' s  a copy of a l e t t e r  from the commanding o f f i c e r  
of t h e  11th  Brigade t o  t h e  commanding genera l  of t h e  America1 C4 
Division.  D o  you r e c a l l  s ee ing  any copies  of t h a t  le t ter  or Q 
ever  hear ing  about such a l e t t e r ?  c-4 

A.  N o ,  s i r .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  you t o  read t h e  l e t t e r  and t o  then look 
a t  t h e  green s h e e t ,  which i s  i n d i c a t e d  a s  i n c l o s u r e  1, and 
read  it. 

(The witness  read  Exh ib i t  R-5.) 

Have you seen any of those  t h r e e  documents be fo re ,  
e i t h e r  t h e  covering r e p o r t ,  o r  e i t h e r  of t h e  inc losures?  

A. Well, t h e  f i r s t  i n c l o s u r e  appears t o  be VC 
propaganda t h a t  you showed m e  e a r l i e r ,  sir.  It  was e i t h e r  
yesterday o r  another  t ime, b u t  it seems t o  fol low very c l o s e  
t o  what t h a t  one s a i d ,  i f  i t ' s  n o t  an i d e n t i c a l  copy. And 
t h i s  appears t o  be Captain RODRIGUEZ ' s ta tement ,  

Q But w i t h o u t  h i s  signature on iL? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 
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Q- Do you know where Colonel HENDERSON g o t  t h e  
information t h a t  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  ch ief  d i d  n o t  g ive  t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n s  any importance? 

A,  N o ,  sir. Colone l  HENDERSON stopped by, I remember 
him stopping by my place .  

10: What d id  he t a l k  about? 

A.  I d o n ' t  remember, sir. I f  he mentioned t h i s ,  he 
mentioned it i n  a l i g h t  ve in  i n  pass ing ,  sir.  I t  d i d n ' t  sound 
any s i g n a l  b e l l s .  

MR MACCRATE: When d i d  he t a l k  t o  you? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir .  I j u s t  remember t h e  man 
s topping  by. I th ink  he stopped by once o r  twice.  He 
stopped by on l i a i s o n  v i s i t s  and t h i s  type  of t h i n g .  

Q = Can you f i x  t h e  d a t e s  and t i m e s ,  a t  a l l ?  

No, sir.  

Cd 
c3 Q. Do you remember who accompanied him on any of

these --- -.vLaLts? 
R_j 
0 A. No, sir. I th ink  he normally had o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  
c2 with  him. But a s  t o  who, no, s i r ,  because I normally only 

saw those  people once. The people from br igade ,  they  weren ' t  
t h e  people we d e a l t  wi th  every day. A s t a f f  o f f i c e r  would 
walk i n  i n  uniform and s t a y  5 minutes o r  1 0  minutes and 
walk ou t .  

Q. I f  he were t o  reach a conclusion a s  t o  the  
p o s i t i o n  of t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  it would seem 
reasonable  t o  assume t h a t  t h e  information would come through 
you o r  w i t h  your knowledge i n  some way. 

A .  W e l l ,  it would seem s o ,  sir. 

Q H e  s t a t e s  i n  t h i s  l e t t e r  t h a t  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  
ch ie f  does n o t  g ive  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  any importance. 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  as I s a y ,  1 d o n ' t  remember. 
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I don't ever remember this subject coming up. I'll go back 
to my original statement. At no time, until the papers broke, 
did I have any information of these allegations of people 
being lined up and shot. 

10: But you see.,sometimes one of the real problems 
that you face with something like that is you make a statement 
like that then you automatically close your mind to anything 
that may have happened, that may be a lead towards these 
things. That's what we're trying to find, you see. 

A. Well, I realize that, sir, 

Q. Now, for example, if Colonel HENDERSON did stop
by, I think it would be highly advantageous for us to know 
when he stopped by,-and you didn't see Colonel HENDERSON 
every day. I mean you just indicated that he was 
an infrequent visitor. 

A. I think I only saw him.once or twice during the 
whole time I was over there, sir. 

Q Right, so was it the first part of the year, or 9 
was it the middle of the year, or spring or--

A. (Interposing) I have nothing to date it by, sir. 
I just remember the helicopter landing. We didn't even know 
who it was. we drove down at the bottom of the hili. I sent 
a sergeant down to the bottom of the hill to see who it was, 
and he brought the man up, and he says, "I'm Colonel HENDERSON." 

Q. ThatIs all he said? 

A. Well, as I remember it was more of 2 liaison 
visit. If this was mentioned, it could only have been mentioned 
in something like, "Did you hear anything about people being 
killed?" and I'd say no, because I hadn't--civilians being 
killed. 

MR MACCRATE: Well, do you remember on that visit if he--

A. (Interposing) And that wouldn't be vivid in my 
mind, sir. 
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Q Do you remember on t h a t  v i s i t  i f  he m e t  L ieutenant  
TAN? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember offhand. Because TAN 
spent  p a r t  of h i s  t ime up on t h e  h i l l  and p a r t  of h i s  time 
down a t  t h e  admin i s t r a t ive  headquarters  s i n c e  he had divided 
d u t i e s ,  sir.  

Q- A s  you have observed, the .  f i r s t  i n c l o s u r e  t o  
r e p o r t  R-5, t h e  24 A p r i l  1968 r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  i s  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  same a s  Captain RODRIGUEZ'  s ta tement  of  
1 4  Apr i l .  Can you exp la in  anything about  how Captain 
RODRIGUEZ'  s ta tement ,  your a s s i s t a n t ' s  s ta tement ,  g e t s  t o  
Colonel HENDERSON and is a t tached t o  h i s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  
commanding genera l  wi th  Captain RODRIGUEZ'  name removed? 

A. No, s ir .  

Q. You have no i d e a  how any of t h i s  t r a n s p i r e d ?
Never heard anyone mention i t ?  

A .  No, s ir .  

Q- Anytime you ' re  i n  South Vietnam? 

A. No, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  exp la in  it. I d o n ' t  know. I 
don ' t  know why t h i s  one doesn ' t  have a s i g n a t u r e  and t h a t  one 
does, e i t h e r ,  s ir .  

Q. I t  may not  have been i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  a l l e g a t i o n s ,
b u t  it does seem remarkable t h a t  your a s s i s t a n t  sends some-
t h i n g  on t o  a b r igade  commander and f i n a l l y  on t o  t h e  
commanding genera l  of t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  and you d o n ' t  even g e t  
tuned i n  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of knowing t h a t  something he s e n t  has 
gone f o r t h  i n  t h i s  way. 

A. W e l l ,  t h i s  poss ib ly  went up t o  province,  s i r ,  and 
province provided it t o  Colonel HENDERSON. I understand now 
t h a t  t h a t ' s  where t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  such was conducted. 
Now, t h i s  i s  t h e  only way t h a t  I would be a b l e  t o  exp la in  how 
it would happen, s ir .  

But noth ing  tha t - -
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A.  ( In te rpos ing)  That t h i s  being forwarded to 
province would be provided t o  Colonel HENDERSON. 

Q But, nothing t h a t  was s a i d  t o  you by Colonel 
GUINN o r  anyone a t  province,  Colonel GREEN, anyone t h e r e  i n  
any way suggested t h a t  Captain RODRIGUEZ had given them 
something t h a t  they  needed and t h a t  they were us ing  it i n  
such a way a s  you s e e  r e f l e c t e d  t h e r e ?  

A.  No, sir ,  because,  a s  I s a y ,  I d o n ' t  e v e r  remember 
any d i scuss ion  about any i n c i d e n t  with Colonel G U I N N  o r  any 
of those  people up t h e r e .  

Q A s  you can a p p r e c i a t e ,  from t h e  p o i n t  of view of 
people p icking  up t h e s e  papers ,  i t ' s  r a t h e r  incomprehensible. 

A .  Well, t h i s  i s  t h e  only  way t h a t  I could see  t h a t  
t h e  s ta tement  would become a t t ached ,  s i r ,  was t h a t  i t  would 
be  forwarded i n  t h i s  format t o  province.  S ince  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  being conducted a t  province,  I understand, 
Colonel GREEN poss ib ly  would provide t h i s  t o  Colonel HENDERSON. 
That would account f o r  it being a t t ached ,  sir. 

Q But I have heard nothing t h a t  can poss ib ly  CC 
account f o r  your ignorance of any s t e p s  i n  he re .  Q 

<v 
A .  Well, when t h i s  s t e p  was taken,  s i r ,  I was n o t  Q 
presen t .  A n d  if Czptain RODRIGZEZ, as I contend acd I state, m 
f a i l e d  t o  b r i e f  me on t h i s ,  then I would not  know of t h e  two 
s i g n i f i c a n t  p ieces  of paper which came t o  my headquarters  
o f f i c i a l l y .  

Q. Well, how f a r  is Son Tinh away from Quang Ngai
Ci ty?  

A .  About 3 m i l e s ,  s ir .  

Q And you were i n  f r equen t  communication. You had 
messenger s e r v i c e ,  d e l i v e r i e s  going back and f o r t h ,  v i r t u a l l y  
every day, d i d n ' t  you, s i r ,  between d i s t r i c t  and province? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  except  on weekends. 
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Q So t h a t  you were i n  cons tan t  communication with 
t h e  people a t  province.  Coming back 2 days a f t e r  t h i s  
s ta tement  was prepared,  it does seem very d i f f i c u l t  t o  under-
s t and  how you wouldn ' t  have had any i n k l i n g  t h a t  Captain 
RODRIGUEZ had done such a th ing .  

A. W e l l ,  as I say ,  s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  The only way I 
can expla in  it i s  t h a t  t h e  document t h a t  TAN provided t o  my 
headquarters  came i n  a f t e r  I l e f t .  This  w a s  dispatched p r i o r  
t o  my r e t u r n ,  and I s t a t e d  and I mean t h i s ,  I was n o t  b r i e f e d  
on it. I ' v e  never seen any paper t h a t  shows any a l l e g a t i o n  
wi th  people be ing  gunned down and people k i l l e d  i n  r e t a l i a t i o n  
o r  any of t h i s  which i s  contained i n  t h e s e  documents, s i r .  

Q. Have you any explanat ion  why a l l  t h e  documents 
from t h i s  pe r iod  i n  your headquarters  have disappeared and 
can no longer  be found? 

A. What type documents, s i r ?  A s  I say ,  t h e  i n t e l -
l igence  r e p o r t s  and t h i s  type  of thing--

Q . ( In terpos ing]  For example, a copy of t h i s  
communication, M-30, o r  a copy of t h i s  le t te r . ,  M-29? 

A. No, s ir .  A s  f a r  a s  I know, as I t o l d  you i n  my 
December testimony that all t h e  documents were t h e r e .  A s  I 
say ,  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  and t h i s  type  of t h i n g  were 
e i t h e r  turned  over  t o  Task Force Barker o r  burned. We 
d i d n ' t  keep t h i s .  This  w a s  t oo  voluminous. 

I0 : We're n o t  t a l k i n g  about t h a t .  

MR MACCRATE: I ' m  t a l k i n g  about M-29, which i s  n o t  i n  your 
f i l e s  and you say  you've never seen. Yet it shows on it 
t h a t  a cour tesy  copy w a s  going to you. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I .  r e a l i z e  a cour tesy  copy was s e n t  t o  
me, and I was n o t  t h e s e  a t  t h e  t ime,  s ir .  I t  was s e n t  t o  my 
headquarters  I should say t o  c o r r e c t  t h a t  s ta tement .  

Q. But you re tu rned  5 days a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  of 
t h e  l e t t e r ?  

9 3 
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A.  Right,  sir.  This i s  t h e  only way t h a t  I can 
account f o r  it, sir,  is t h a t  i f  he had t h i s  paper ,  and a s  f a r  
a s  I knew, t h e  way I understood it yes terday ,  you t o l d  me 
t h a t  you had found t h e s e  i n  my f i l e s .  I wasn ' t  a t  a l l  
su rp r i sed  because i f  he had w r i t t e n  t h e s e ,  taken them down 
t h e r e  and p u t  them i n  t h e  f i l e s ,  they would have been r i g h t  
t h e r e .  

Q We ind ica ted  w e  had found them i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
f i l e s - -

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g ) ,  Well, t h i s  I i n t e r p r e t e d .  

Q And n o t  t h e  advisory teams. Yes,. we understand 
t h e  confusion. 

A. Well, t h i s  I i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  be mine. 

Q. They were found i n  t h e  Vietnamese f i l e s .  

A. My f i r s t  thought was, "Okay, i f  t hey  were i n  t h e  
f i l e ,  he wrote h i s  answer, he put  i n  down t h e r e ,  and he s tuck  
it i n  t h e  f i l e . "  H e  d i d  no t  b r i e f  me, because,  as I say and 
I w i l l  r e i t e r a t e ,  I ' v e  never seen anything t h a t  d e a l t  with 
mowing down people u n t i l  I read it i n  t h e  paper .  I was 
astounded. This appears t o  be t h e  l i n k ,  r i g h t  here ;  t h i s  i s  
where t h e  o f f i c i a l  documentation came; t h i s  i s  where t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i s z  hzd tauchzd xy headquarters, and I was n o t  
t h e r e ,  and through some s e t  of circumstances I d i d n ' t  g a i n  
knowledge of it. This  would account f o r  it. This  i s  a l l  I 
can say,  s i r .  This  is t h e  only way I can e x p l a i n  it. I ' v e  
t r i e d  t o  answer every ques t ion  you've asked me t o  t h e  b e s t  
of my knowledge. T h a t ' s  why I kind of had an argument wi th  
my counsel ,  because I d o n ' t  have anything t o  h ide .  

10: Well we a p p r e c i a t e  very much your coming i n .  
Now, a s  you c o g i t a t e  over  t h i s ,  you understand t h e  l i n e  of 
our  ques t ioning .  

A .  Y e s ,  sir.  

Q .  And I ' m  s u r e  you recognize we know a g r e a t  d e a l  
about t h i s .  
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A. Y e s ,  sir,  I know you do and you have t h e  
documentation, s i r .  

Q. I f  any of thdse p ieces  s t a r t  t o  f i t  t o g e t h e r ,  I 
would ask you t o  immediately g e t  on the  te lephone and l e t  us 
know so t h a t  we can e i t h e r  g e t  you he re ,  o r  we '11 g e t  some-
body t h e r e  s o  we can take  advantage of it. 

A.  A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q To t h e  b e s t  of our  a b i l i t y ,  we a r e  going t o  pu t  
a l l  these  b i t s  and p ieces  toge the r .  Add i t iona l ly ,  i f  you 
should t h i n k  of any documents t h a t  may be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  
us including.  your photos--did you b r i n g  those photos i n  with 
you? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir,  I brought the  s l i d e s .  They d o n ' t  r e a l l y  
show much, sir,  b u t  I ' l l  show them t o  you. 

. .. Q - Well, w e ' l l  have--Colonel PATTERSON. 

LTC PATTERSON: Yes, s i r .  

Q. When we f i n i s h  here with Colonel GAVIN, I ' d  l i k e  
you t o  g e t  t h e  s l i d e  p r o j e c t o r  and g e t  some p lace  where you 
can p r o j e c t  these  s i i d e s  , and w i t h  the Gats t h a t !  a on tiie 
s l i d e s ,  determine whether o r  no t  we want t o  r e t a i n  the  s l i d e s ,  
i n  o rde r  t o  g e t  p r i n t s  made. I know you have, I t h i n k ,  four  
a t  the  p r e s e n t  t i m e .  

Q Yes, sir ,  a r e  t h e s e  t h e  same s l i d e s  t h a t  we 
viewed before .  

A. Yes. Well, t hese  a r e  t h e  ones on each end, and 
then I 've g o t  some taken from the  t o p  of H i l l  85. I 've  got  
some taken from Buddha Mountain of t h i s  b a t t l e ,  when the  ARVN 
was recap tu r ing  the  c i t a d e l .  I ' v e  g o t  everyth ing  t h a t  I took 
i n  the  Eas t ,  I ' l l  put  it t h a t  way, except  oxca r t s  and 
decora t ion  ceremonies and t h i s  type of th ing .  

10: Well, you look them over .  You know what we're  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  n o t  only i n  t h a t  ope ra t ion ,  bu t  we ' re  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  any r e p r i s a l  a spec t .  
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A. I don't have anything, no other bodies other 
than those of that one outpost. 

Q- Before we recess, I would like to caution you, and 
I'd like to caution you, too, (directed to IC) that you've 
been directed not to discuss your testimony and the goings on 
in this investigation with others. 

A. Right, sir. 

Q Including individuals who have or may appear
before this inquiry. Have you already been over to the House 
Armed Services Committee? 

A. Yes, sir. 

I0: The hearing will recess at t h j s  time. 

(The hearing recessed at 1615 hours, 13 February 
1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: SITTIG, W i l l i a m  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 14 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: C i v i l i a n  program a d v i s o r ,  
CORDS D i s t r i c t  Team, Son Tinh Dis t r ic t .  

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE MY LA1 OPERATION. 

While t h e  w i t n e s s  knew t h a t  Task Force  Barker  had an 
o p e r a t i o n  i n  Son My i n  mid-March, it d i d  n o t  s t i c k  o u t  i n  
h i s  mind as h e  w a s  n o t  t o o  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
c p e r a t i o n s  {pgs. 5 ,  7 )  . Despi te  the  fac t  t h a t  EGDRIGY3Z 
o f t e n  went a long  on SITTIG's i n s p e c t i o n  t r i p s  and he lped  him 
w i t h  h i s  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t s ,  RODRIGUEZ neve r  d i s c u s s e d  a  
w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t  h e  had made i n  r e p l y  t o  a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  
American a t r o c i t i e s  du r ing  t h e  My L a i  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  3 ,  7 ,  
8 ) .  N e i t h e r  GAVIN no r  DAWKINS s a i d  any th ing  about  it 
(pgs.  7, 8) . Although he  s a w  TAN q u i t e  o f t e n ,  he  never  

s a w  TAN'S l e t t e r  t o  K H I E N  ( E x h i b i t  M-34) (pgs.  4 ,  8 ) . H e  
w a s  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  RODRIGUEZ o r  GAVIN d i d  n o t  r e l a t e  any of 
t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  t o  him (pg. 11). H e  o f f e r e d  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  h e  was i n  the h o s p i t a l  a t  Danang f o r  t h r e e  weeks, 
perhaps  i n  A p r i l ,  a s  an exp lana t ion  f o r  t h i s  (pg. 11). 
H e  never  saw E x h i b i t  M-35, t h e  i n c l o s u r e  t o  E x h i b i t  R-1 ,  
o r  any o t h e r  VC propaganda r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  and he 
hea rd  no rumor concerning it from t h e  Vietnamese (pgs.  9  , 10) . 
H e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  an o p e r a t i o n  by t h e  2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o ni n t o  
t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  a r e a  i n  June o f  1968 (pg. 1 5 ) .  Many 
o p e r a t i o n s  were going on (pg. 15) . H e  f lew o v e r  t h e  Son 
My V i l l a g e  area, b u t  he  w a s  never  t h e r e  on t h e  ground 
(pg. 1 4 )  . H e  knew o f  no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  My ~ a i  
o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 9)  . 
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2 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Rela t ionship  between TAN and G A V I N .  

TAN and GAVIN d i d  n o t  g e t  along with one another  
because of a p e r s o n a l i t y  c o n f l i c t  {pg.  1 2 ) .  A t  one p o i n t  
TAN t o l d  RODRIGUEZ he was going t o  ask t o  have GAVIN 
removed (pg. 1 2 ) .  The witness  d i d  n o t  know when t h i s  
d i f f i c u l t y  a rose  o r  t h e  s u b j e c t  mat ter  of t h e  problem (pg.12). 
TAN had a l o t  of  p ressu re  on him, and SITTIG found him f a i r  
(pg. 1 3 ) .  

b .  SITTIG1s d u t i e s .  

SITTIG had $1,000.00 t o  spend i n  a s s i s t i n g  t h e  
development of t h e  d i s t r i c t  (pg. 3 ) . He administered 
educat ion,  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  se l f -he lp ,  and refugee programs 
(pg. 3 ) .  While h e  moved around t h e  Ci is t r ic t  q u i t e  a b i t  
and was i n  most of t h e  secured hamlets many t imes,  he d i d  
n o t  remember t h e  Son My Vi l lage  Chie f ,  Sergeant  LUYEN 
(pgs. 3 ,  8 )  . He o f f e r e d  he lp  t o  TAN, b u t  on normal CORDS 
p r o j e c t s  he usua l ly  w.orked with TAN'S a s s i s t a n t s  (pg. 4 )  . 
SITTIG1s o f f i c e  was i n  ~ i s t r i c t  Headquarters (pg. 5 ) .  H e  
spent  n i g h t s  i n .  t h e  subsec tor  headquarters  on t h e  
n i l 1  (pg. 7). 
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E X H I B I T S  

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N  N O T E S  PAGES 

Witness had neve r  
M-30 Sta tement  o f  RODRIGUEZ seen  b e f o r e .  8 

TAN'S l e t t e r  t o  K H I E N ,  Witness had never  
M-34 11 Apr 6 8  ( t r a n s )  (Quanq seen  b e f o r e .  

Ngai Prov) 
8 

Witness had never  
M-35 VC propaganda l e a f l e t  s een  b e f o r e .  9 

R- 1 HENDERSON 's r e p o r t  
Witness had never  
s een  i n c l o s u r e .  9 

I 

I . 
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E X H I B I T S  

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

Witness  had neve r  I 
M-30 S ta tement  o f  RODRIGUEZ seen  b e f o r e .  8 

TAN'S l e t t e r  t o  K H I E N ,  Witness had never  
M-34 11 Apr 6 8  ( t r a n s )  (Quanq seen  b e f o r e .  

Ngai Prov) 
8 

Witness had never  
M-35 VC propaqanda l e a f  l e t  seen  b e f o r e .  

Witness had never  
9 

R- 1 HENDERSON I s  r e p o r t  seen  i n c l o s u r e .  9 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1450 hours ,  1 4  January 
1970.) 


I0: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, MR 
LWCRATE, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  wi tness  is M r .  William SITTIG. 

(MR SITTIG was c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows: )  

M r .  SITTIG, for t h e  record ,  w i l l  you p l e a s e  s t a t e  
your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and res idence?  

A. William C. SITTIG, TBI t r a i n e e  with A I D ,  1 1 2 1  
Arliny ton Boulevard, Axlij~gtui'l , v L x - i g i l l i & .-T2 

RCDR: M r .  SITTIG, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  
by t h e  Sec re ta ry  of  t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of  S t a f f  of t h e  A m \ 7  
f o r  t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  2nd making f indings  and 
recommendations concerning t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  inves t iga -  
i;iollsclnd inqcilvies aiid reviewsi i i L o ,  s-&seqizeat si,s repzrts 
which e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  chain  of command, of  what is  now commonly 
r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  of '16 March 1968 .  We a r e  
a l s o  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  poss ib le  suppress ion  of information by 
any person who had a duty  t o  r e p o r t  it and t o  f u r n i s h  i n f o r -  
mation about t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  T h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  being 
conducted t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and circumstances of what 
happened a t  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  b u t  it i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  s p e c i f i c  
purposes which I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  

General  PEERS has  had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  him and has  
reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obta ined  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of  t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t .  Your testimony w i l l  be 
t aken  under oa th .  A verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared.  
A t a p e  recording  i s  be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbatim 
no tes  being taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  testimony o r  
p a r t s  of it may l a t e r  become a mat ter  of p u b l i c  knowledge. 
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10: M r .  SITTIG, b e s i d e s  myse l f ,  I have o t h e r  people  
h e r e .  To my l e f t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE, who i s  a c i v i l i a n  lawyer  
and has  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  through t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  
Army t o  assist  m e  i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y ;  t o  a c t  as l e g a l  counse l  
t o  m e  and o t h e r  members of  t h e  i n q u i r y  t e a m .  We a l s o  have 
members o f  t h e  i n q u i r y  t e a m  who are conduct ing i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  
e lsewhere .  However, I a d v i s e  you t h a t  I have t h e  respons-
i b i l i y  of p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  r e p o r t  and weighing t h e  f a c t s  
and making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations. W e  are d i r e c t i n g  
m i l i t a r y  pe r sonne l  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  tes t imony i n  t h i s  i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s .  S ince  you a r e  a c i v i l i a n ,  I w i l l  
r e q u e s t  t h a t  you n o t  d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  as you may be r e q u i r e d  s o  t o  do b e f o r e  a com-
p e t e n t  j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  you have been c i t e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  
g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  of  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey .  
Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  No. I have no t .  
Q' 

Q- W e l l ,  a l l  f can s a y  is t h a t  i f  by chance you e v e r  +A 
CY 

a r e  c i t e d ,  your  appearance h e r e  would i n  no way change t h e  
e f f e c t  o r  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of  t h a t  o r d e r .  Do you have any ques- 3 
t i o n s  concerning what I have d i s c u s s e d  up t o  t h i s  p o i n t ?  el 

A,  No, 

Q M r .  SIYTIG, would you t e l l  us what your du ty
ass ignment  w a s  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  of  about  t h e  middle  o f  March 
1968? 

A .  We1.1,. I was a s s igned  t o  t h e  CORDS d i s t r i c t  team 
of  t h e  Son Dinh D i s t r i c t  as a c i v i l i a n  member o f  t h e  t e a m ,  
and I was i n  charge  o f  a d v i s i n g  t h e  Vietnamese i n  a l l  c i v i l i a n  
programs i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f  Son Tinh.  

Q How long  had you been i n  t h a t  capac i ty?  

A ,  b a r r i v e d  i.n Quang Ngai on o r  about  1 August 1967, 
and s t a y e d  t h e r e  about  a  week and then  went o u t  t o  Son Tinh 
Dis t r ic t  from t h e r e .  I w a s  t h e r e  u n t i l  about  15 January 1 9 6 9 .  

Q A s  t h e  CORDS c i v i l i a n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a t  Son Tinh,  
what d i d  you d u t i e s  encompass? 
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A. Well, I had q u i t e  a b i t  of freedom i n  advis ing  
t h e  Vietnamese d i s t r i c t  o f f i c i a l s .  The many c i v i l i a n  programs 
that we had t h e r e ,  across  t h e  board programs : educat ion,  a g r i -
c u l t u r e ,  se l f -he lp ,  refugees.  W e  a l s o  had a fund of about 
$1,000 a month t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  development of t h e  d i s t r i c t .  
On occasion I used some of these  funds t o  work with t h e  l o c a l  
people and develop p r o j e c t s  t h a t  I thought they needed and 
t h a t  they thought they needed i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  I n  my d u t i e s ,  
I had a chance t o  move around t h e  d i s t r i c t s  q u i t e  a b i t  by 
roads and t r a i l s .  I was i n  most of t h e  secure  hamlets many 
t i m e s  over  a per iod  of about a y e a r  and a h a l f  while  I was 
t h e r e .  

Q. What was you working r e l a t i o n s h i p  with Major GAVI:?? 
I be l i eve  the o t h e r  member of t h e  team was Captain RODRIGUEZ. 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Well, Major GAVIN gave me q u i t e  
a bit of freedom t o  develop c i v i l i a n  programs and t o  advise 
on a c i v i l i a n  l e v e l .  Of course,  I kep t  him w e l l  informed on 
the  c i v i l i a n  opera t ions  and coordinated t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  as 
much as  poss ib le .  Captain RODRIGEUZ o f t e n  went out  with me 
i n  my inspec t ion  of t h e  s e l f - h e l p  p r o j e c t s  and t h e  education 
p r o j e c t s .  W e  worked q u i t e  c l o s e l y  toge the r  i n  a number of 
ai-eas 03 civ i i ia11  work. He heiped me q u i t e  a b i t  on paper 
work and t h e  AIK fund. I helped b r i e f  him on what was hap-
pening o u t  i n  t h e  hamlets ,  v i l l a g e s ,  We worked q u i t e  c l o s e  
together .  

Q. Did you have much work with Lieutenant  TXG? 
D i d  you work on--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Lieutenant  TAN? What was h i s  
pos i t ion?  

a - H e  w a s  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  

A .  H e  was l a t e r  made a c a p t a i n .  I b e l i e v e  he was t h e  
second d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  as I r e c a l l .  The f i r s t  on was a Dai-uy 
G I A O .  Y e s ,  it would have been TAN a t  t h a t  time. 

Q Well, TAN i s  a cap ta in  now, b u t  exac t ly  when he 
was promoted, I 'm not  sure. H e  w a s  a l i e u t e n a n t  a t  the  time. 
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A. Perhaps he  was. I d o n ' t  have my r e c o r d s ,  s o  it's 
very  d i f f i c u l t  t o  remember when, but I t h i n k  he was made cap-
t a i n  wh i l e  I w a s  t h e r e .  

Q My q u e s t i o n  was whether  you, i n  your  c a p a c i t y ,  had 
much t o  do w i t h  L ieu tenan t  TAN, o r  whether you worked th rough  
h i s  c i v i l i a n  agency? 

A. Well ,  on occas ion  I d i d  t r y  t o  o f f e r  some h e l p  t o  
him. I can r e c a l l  one p r o j e c t  we were t r y i n g  t o  get s t a r t e d ,  
middle s choo l ,  g rades  s i x  through n ine .  We wanted t o  b u i l d  
one f o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  I worked w i t h  him r a t h e r  c l o s e l y  on 
t h a t  p r o j e c t .  Usual ly ,  however, on t h e  normal CORDS, o r  what 
t hey  c a l l  t h e  r u r a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s ,  t h e  normal program 
w a s  t aken  c a r e  of  by one of  h i s  a s s i s t a n t s  i n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
development. I worked more c l o s e l y  w i t h  them. My desk was 
i n  t h e  same o f f i c e  w i t h  t h e  Vietnamese a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  head-
q u a r t e r s .  But I s a w  L ieu tenan t  TAN q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y .  

Q Do you speak Vietnamese? 

A, Yes, s ir .  Somewhat. 

Q- Did you speak Vietnamese then?  

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Do you r e a d  and w r i t e  Vietnamese, o r  d i d  you? 

A. 1 can r ead  a l i t t l e  b i t  of it, and w r i t e  a l i t t l e  
b i t  of it. But I ' m  n o t  a s  p r o f i c i e n t  a s  I am i n  speaking  
it. I have a 1-plus  l e v e l  i n  Vietnamese on t h e  f o r e i g n  
s e r v i c e  scale, 

Q Do you reizember t h e  name of t h e  Army l i e u t e n a n t  
who worked i n  t h e  DIOCC? 

A. I can s e e  h i s  f a c e .  I r e a l l y  have t r o u b l e  remem-
b e r i n g  names. T h a t ' s  one of  my f a i l i n g s .  DAWKINS. 

Q DAWKINS? Is he  a b i g  t a l l  chap? 

A. T a l l  blond-headed f e l l ow,  l i g h t  h a i r .  

Q Lieu tenan t  DAWKINS? 
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A. H e  w a s  r ep laced  by another  l i e u t e n a n t .  1 th ink  
h i s  name w a s  WORTHINGTON. I d i d n ' t  work wi th  him f o r  a very 
long pe r iod  of t i m e .  

Q- Is DAWKINS a r a t h e r  t a l l  chap? 

A. Y e s  , he was. 

MR MACCRATE: Did he have a sou thern  accent?  

A. Y e s .  I th ink .  h e ' s  from Georgia, i f  I ' m  no t  m i s -
taken. 

I0: Tha t ' s  n o t  exac t l y  an I r i s h  name. 

MR MACCRATE: W e  had it def ined  as a Georgia accen t .  

10: During t h e  per iod of about t h e  middle of March, 
were you aware of Task Force Barker ' s  opera t ions  down i n  
the Sen My' V i l l age  a rea?  

A. Y e s ,  I knew t h e r e  w a s  an opera t ion  o r  series of 
opera t ions  going on ou t  i n  t h a t  a rea .  

Q. Did you work a t  t h e  subsec to r  headquar ters ,  o r  d i d  
you work a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  headquar ters?  Subsector  headquar ters  
being on t h e  h i l l  and d i s t r i c t  headquar ters  being down i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  

A.  Y e s ,  w e l l ,  my o f f i c e  was down i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  head- 
q u a r t e r s  along wi th  t h e  o t h e r  c i v i l i a n  opera t ions .  A t  n i g h t  
I would go up t o  t h e  subsec tor  headquar te r s ,  and I would s l e e p  
and e a t  up t h e r e .  - I t  was a l i t t l e  b i t  more s ecu re  up t h e r e .  

Q m  From t h e r e  you could probably s ee  r i g h t  i n t o  the  
Son My Vi l l age  a r e a ,  could  you not?  

A. Actual ly ,  it was r a t h e r  d i f f i c u l t  because t h e r e  i s  
another  h i l l  which o b s t r u c t s  t h e  view, a s  I r e c a l l .  I t ' s  Nui 
Thien An. There ' s  a Buddhist monastery on t h e  t o p  of  t h a t  
h i l l .  From where we were l oca t ed ,  it would probably be d i f -  
f i c u l t  to s e e  it. But, you know, you could look ou t  and s e e  
the whole a rea .  You cou ldn ' t  see one s p e c i f i c  s p o t  from t h a t  
p o i n t  unless  you had g l a s se s .  I f  you had g l a s s e s ,  you might 
be a b l e  t o  see t h e  a r e a  more d e f i n i t e l y .  This  is  t h e  mountain 
I1m. ta1k ing  about ,  r i g h t  here .  (Witness i n d i c a t e s  on MAP-1) 
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g l a s s e s  you might.  I ' v e  never  looked o u t  t h a t  way. I may 
have once o r  t w i c e .  I t  i s  very d i f f i c u l t  t o  know because 

. you have s m a l l  c l u s t e r s  o f  houses .  I t ' s  much e a s i e r  t o  
recognize  the a r e a  as you fly over i.t looking  down a t  it ,  

Q- You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you were aware of t h i s  opera-
t i o n  going i n z o  t h i s  area, M r .  SITTIG? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  an  unusual  r e p o r t s ,  o r  r e p o r t s  of 
happenings t h e r e  t h a t  were somewhat d i f f e r e n t  t h a t  you would 
normally h e a r ?  

A. You know, e v e r  s i n c e  t h i s  t h i n g  has  come up, I ' v e  
been t r y i n g  t o  r ack  my b r a i n  t o  t h i n k  of  something t h a t  w a s  
ou t  of t h e  o r d i n a r y ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c s .  The opera-
t i o n  d o e s n ' t  s t i c k  o u t  i n  my mind. There  d idn '  t seem t o  be  
anyth ing  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  about  it. O f  cou r se ,  aga in ,  I w a s n ' t  
d i r e c t l y  i nvo lved  wi th  m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s .  I had an i n t e r e s t ,  
a con t inu ing  i n t e r e s t ,  i n  what was o c c u r r i n g  m i l i t a r i l y  i n  t h e  
d i s t r i c t ,  because I d i d n ' t  want t o  g e t  caught  up i n  any of 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n s  that  were going on. I always t r i e d  t o  
l i s t e n  a l i t t l e  bit t o  see where t hey  were and t o  s t a y  o u t  of  
t h e i r  way. Again, 1: w a s n ' t  a m i l i t a r y  e x p e r t .  I was r e a l l y  
l e a r n i n g  about  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  and t h e i r  way o r  working 
and s o  f o r t h .  I h a d n ' t  been i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  p r e v i o u s l y .  I f  
any th ing  w e r e  o u t  of s o r t s ,  it probably wou ldn ' t  s t i c k  i n  my 
mind because I w a s n ' t  very f a m i l i a r  w i t h  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s .  

Q- During t h i s  p e r i o d  you w e r e  working i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
downtown, b u t  you would spend your n i g h t s  w i th  t h e  s u b s e c t o r  
headqua r t e r s  on t h e  h i l l ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q. D o  you remember any d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  Major GAVIN o r  
w i th  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ concerning t h e  o p e r a t i o n  t h e r e  o r  con-
ce rn ing  any r e p o r t  t h a t  was be ing  prepared? 

A. No, sir.  I don't. 

Q D i d  you have any th ing  to do w i t h  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  
of Son My, Se rgean t  LUYGEN? 
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A. H o w  do you s p e l l  t h a t ?  

Q. L-U-Y-G-E-N. 

A. I might have m e t  the  gentleman once o r  t w i c e ,  bu t  
I r e a l l y  don ' t  r e c a l l  meeting him. And I c e r t a i n l y  d i d n ' t  have 
any extensive  dea l ings  wi th  him. 

Q. W e  would understand t h a t  he l i v e s  i n  one of the  
refugee camps genera l ly  across  t h e  Song Tra Khuc from Quang 
Ngai City.  

A. Tha t ' s  very poss ib le .  H e  doesn ' t  s t and  o u t  i n  my 
mind. I don ' t  r e c a l l  even meeting him. Someone might have 
introduced him t o  me, bu t  I don ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q I have here  a l e t t e r  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  
Lieutenant TAN, t o  t h e  province chief  of Quang Ngai Province, 
dated 11 Apr i l .  I t  has been entered i n t o  t he  record as  
Exhibi t  M-34. The t o p  i s  the  English t r a n s l a t i o n  of t he  
Vietnamese vers ion underneath it. I ' d  ask i f  you had ever  
seen t h i s ,  o r  i f  any of t h i s  information has been c a l l e d  t o  
your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. No, sir.  I never saw t h i s .  

Q. I have here  another document, dated 14 ,  Apri.1,
signed by Captain RODRIGUEZ, ,which has been en te red  i n t o  t he  
record as  Exhibi t  M-30. The vers ion on t o p  is  not  t oo  l e g i b l e .  
A retyped vers ion  i s  a t tached  t o  it. I would ask i f  you were 
ever  f a m i l i a r  with t h e  contents  of t h i s  s ta tement?  

A. No, sir. I don ' t  remember see ing  it. 

Q - Did Captain RODRIGUEZ ever  d i scuss  anything such 
as  t h i s  w i t h  you? 

A. I don ' t  remember. I r e a l l y  don' t .  

Q. Major GAVIN? 

A. No, sir. I don ' t  remember. 

Q. Captain DAWKINS? 

(Witness gives negat ive  response.) 
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Were you f a m i l i a r  wi th  any Vie t  Cong propaganda 
which was coming ou t  about t h i s  t ime, which focused on t h e  
My La i  a r e a ,  which i s  t o  say T u  Cung Hamlet o r  Co Luy Hamlet 
o r  t h e  genera l  a rea  of Son My Vi l l age?  That could be i n  
broadcas ts ,  by l e a f l e t ,  through t h e  use of s logans ,  arm bands, 
p o s t e r s ,  o r  any o t h e r  k ind  of propaganda? 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I d o n ' t  remember see ing  
any of t h a t .  

Q I have he re  a copy of a p i e c e  of Vie t  Cong propa-
ganda which has been en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  a s  Exhib i t  M-35, 
I would ask i f  you have ever  seen o r  heard of any propaganda 
such a s  t h i s ?  ' 

A. No, sir.  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  I would have remembered 
it i f  I would have seen something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. I have another  p i e c e  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  show 
you, which i s  an inc losure  t o  Exh ib i t  R-1. This i s  a two-page 
p iece  of VC propaganda. The f i r s t  page is r a t h e r  innocuous, 
and reads  a g r e a t  d e a l  l i k e  t h e  ord inary  propaganda, b u t  i f  
you look a t  t h e  t o p  of t h e  second page, you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  
t h e  tone of this changes i n  t h e  second paragraph. -

A. Again, I d o n ' t  remember see ing  t h i s .  

Q Were you ever  aware i f  any form of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of anything unusual t h a t  may have taken p l a c e  t h e r e  was be ing  
conducted by U.S. a u t h o r i t i e s  dur ing  t h i s  time period? 

A. No, sir.  

Q - O r  w i t h i n  t h e  pe r iod  of t h e  next  2 t o  3 months? 

A. No, s i r .  

Q. Did you ever  hear  of anything being done on ARVN 
o r  t h e  GVN s i d e ?  

No, s i r .  

Involving an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

NO,  sir .  
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Q From your  working around wi th  t h e  people  and i n  
t h e  r e f u g e e  camps i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t ,  d i d  you e v e r  h e a r  o r  d i d  
you e v e r  see any th ing  which may have a roused  your  s u s p i c i o n  of 
something unusual  t ha t  may have taken  p l a c e  i n  about  t h e  middle 
of  March i n  t h e  VC a r e a  of Son My V i l l a g e ?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  I d i d n ' t .  

MR MACCRATE: M r .  SITTIG, you w i l l  n o t e  t h a t  i n  M-30, which 
General  PEERS showed you a f e w  moments ago, t h e  f i r s t  para-
graph i s  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a l e t t e r  from t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  
c h i e f  t o  t h e  Quang Ngai Province c h i e f ,  and t h a t  l e t te r  is 
d a t e d  11 A p r i l  1968. Tha t  l e t t e r  would of course  b e  i n  V i e t -
namese. I f  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ were t o  a t t empt  t o  a u t h o r  a 
s t a t e m e n t  such as t h i s ,  which we s e e  he has  s i g n e d ,  how would 
you expec t  him t o  go about  it, knowing what w a s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
him a t  Son Tinh i n  A p r i l  of 1968, what r e sou rces  he  had ,  the C 0
people  upon whom he  could  c a l l  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e .  W e  under- Cd 
s t a n d  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  speak Vietnamese. To whom would he 1\1 
t u r n ?  How would you conceive of him p u t t i n g  such a s t a t e m e n t  
t o g e t h e r ?  0 

(-9 

A.  W e l l ,  t h e r e  were a number of  ways t h a t  he could  
have g o t t e n  t h e  in format ion .  A number of t i m e s  people  would 
b r i n g  i n f c r z a t i c z  up t c  u s ,  Sy-pzssing t h e  d i s t r i c t  eh iz f ,  
i n  Vietnamese. We haCi o u r  own t r a n s l a t o r  who was an  ARVN 
s e r g e a n t .  There were a number of them who passed  through 
t h e  scene  i n  t h e  y e a r  and one-half  t h a t  I was t h e r e .  A t  t h a t  
time--I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  who t h e  gentleman was--he could  have 
t r a n s l a t e d  it f o r  Capta in  RODRIGUEZ.  I t h i n k  t h a t  probably 
would have Seen v r i t t e n  down and t r d n s l a t e d .  I t  p o s s i b l y  
could have been by word of mouth. Also, someone might have 
come up t o  t h e  h i l l  and made a complaint  t o  him about t h i s ,  
and he might have inc luded  it i n  h i s  r e p o r t .  

Q Well, we know, M r .  SITTIG, t h a t  t h e  l e t t e r  of  
t h e  1 1 t h  of  A p r i l  was i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  of £ i c e  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  s o  
t h i s  i s  n o t  something be ing  taken  by word of mouth. What w e ' r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a s c e r t a i n i n g  i s  j u s t  how, given a l e t t e r  i n  
Vietnamese--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  The d i s t r i c t  ch i e f  cou ld  have 
g iven  it t o  him. Whoever h e l d  t h e  l e t t e r  would have had t o  
g i v e  it t o  him. 
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Q* Well, presumably, t h i s  is what happened. But now, 
t h e  l e t t e r  would be i n  Vietnamese. Captain RODRIGUEZ, we un-
ders tand,  could no t  speak Vietnamese. 

A. But on the  MACV team t h e r e  was a t r a n s l a t o r ,  an 
i n t e r p r e t e r ,  a Vietnamese t r a n s l a t o r .  H e  could have e a s i l y  
t r a n s l a t e d  t h e  l e t t e r  from Vietnamese t o  English.  

Q Don't you f i n d  it somewhat s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  some-
t h i n g  of- t h i s  c h a r a c t e r  would n o t  have been shared with you, 
l i v i n g  as you were with Major GAVIN and Captain RODRIGUEZ 
and s h a r i n g  meals with them? 

A. Yes, I do. I do f i n d  it s u r p r i s i n g .  There a r e  
two p o s s i b l e  explanat ions  t h a t  I could give.  One is  t h a t  I 
might have been away a t  that time. 1:: was during t h a t  time 
t h a t  I spen t  3 weeks i n  t h e  Danang h o s p i t a l .  I ' m  no t  exac t ly  
s u r e  of the  d a t e ,  bu t  I th ink  it was i n  A p r i l  of 1968. I 
know it was 3 weeks. I can g e t  t h e  information,  b u t  a t  t h i s  
p o i n t ,  I dolil t  know e x a c t l y  when t h e  3 weeks were. The se-
cond p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  t h a t  I may j u s t  have f o r g o t t e n  a l l  abou" 
i t - There w a s  so much going an t h a t  I might have fo rgo t t en  
about the whole th ing .  But I c a n ' t  conceive t h a t  I would 
have. 

Q W e l l ,  you read t h e  l e t t e r  of 11 ~ p r i l ,d i d  you
not?  General PEERS showed it t o  you. 

A. Yes, t h a t  was the--

10: ( In terpos ing)  The l e t t e r  from Lieutenant  TAN t o  
t h e  province c h i e f .  

A. Yes, t o  t h e  province c h i e f .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  I c a n ' t  
honest ly  say t h a t  I remembered see ing  any of t h e s e  documents. 
This would come as  q u i t e  a s u r p r i s e  t o  me, because I was work-
i n g  with Captain RODRIGUEZ and we t o l d  each o t h e r  everyth ing  
t h a t  happened i n  our  l i n e  of work. 

MR MACCRATE: Well, t h e r e  i s  no ques t ion  i n  your mind t h a t  what 
was i n  the le t ter  of 11 Apr i l  was a r a t h e r  unusual r e c i t a l  i n  
which Lieutenant  TAN c losed  with a r a t h e r  s t r o n g  s tatement? 
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A. Again, I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  
o r  a l i t t l e  ear l ie r ,  L ieu tenan t  TAN mentioned t o  Capta in  ROD-
R I G U E Z ,  and I b e l i e v e  I was t h e r e  a s  w e l l ,  t h a t  he w a s  going 
t o  pu t  i n  a r e q u e s t  f o r  t h e  removal of Major GAVIN,  the  s e n i o r  
d i s t r i c t  adv i so r .  They w e r e n ' t  g e t t i n g  a long w e l l .  I think 
it was mainly a p e r s o n a l i t y  c l a s h  between t h e  two of t h e m .  
And I d o n ' t  know i f  t h i s  had any b e a r i n g  on t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  
a t  a l l ,  i f  some o f  t h a t  animosi ty  overflowed h e r e  i n  t h i s  
s ta tement .  I t  may be p o s s i b l e  t h a t  it d id .  

Q 9 Well,  cou ld  it have been t h e  o t h e r  way a r ~ u n d ?  
I t ' s  a r a t h e r  s t r o n g  r e p o r t  of an i n c i d e n t  t h a t  is i n  the  
le t te r .  To draw t h e  conc lus ion  L ieu tenan t  TAN draws i n  t h e  
f i n a l  paragraph ,  X f i n d  it an eminent ly  r ea sonab le  t h i n g  if 
you a c c e p t  t h e  accuracy of what h e  l a y s  o u t  i n  t h e  preced ing  
paragraph.  Could what you r e c a l l  of such f r i c t i o n  of Major 
GAVIN and L ieu tenan t  TAN have i t s  o r i g i n s  i n  G A V I N ' s  r e a c t i o n  
t o  L ieu tenan t  TAN'S r e p o r t ?  Can you f i x  t h i s  i n  t ime a s  t o  
when t h i s  c o n f l i c t ,  f r i c t i o n ,  a r o s e  between Major GAVIN and 
L ieu tenan t  TAN? rd 

<x* 
A. No, I r e a l l y  c a n ' t .  I know it was something t h a t  cd 
w a s  b u i l d i n g  up f o r  q u i t e  a p e r i o d  of t i m e ,  and it seemed t o  
a b a t e  t h e n ,  aga in ,  l a t e r  on. But aga in ,  I c a n ' t  fix a def-

0 

injte+-'-- --L-- "L: 
C3 

YYLIGII LIL1s kis~psne?~.4s  f a r  as I cari i-eitieiiber, it 
w a s  i n  14arch o r  A p r i l  o r  May. I can t r u t h f u l l y  say  I d o n ' t  
know. But I do remember t h e r e  was a p e r i o d  of c o n f l i c t .  O n  
one occas ion  I remember L ieu tenan t  TAN s a y i n g  t h a t  he would 
p r e f e r  it i f  Major GAVIN l e f t .  But I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he  eve r  1 

went through w i t h  t h e  r e q u e s t  t o  t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f .  I t  w a s  
j u s t  a s t a t e m e n t ,  S a  t h a t  i s  about a l l  I can say on t h a t .  

Q Can you r e l a t e  it t o  any p a r t i c u l a r  s u b j e c t  matter 
a t  t h e  t ime? 

A. No, I t h i n k  it was j u s t  a d i f f e r e n c e  of person-
a l i t i e s  a t  t h e  t i m e  .. Major GAVIN was a very f o r c e f u l ,  out-
going t y p e  of  person .  H e  was a major. And L ieu tenan t  TAN 
w a s  a very quiet, traditional, mandarin, l i e u t e n a n t ,  On t h e  
o t h e r  hand, he  was very  much i n  view i n  h i s  r o l e  as a l e a d e r  
of h i s  people .  He f e l t  a s  though t h e  Americans could g ive  a 
l i t t l e  more monetary a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  one t h i n g .  

I0: What? 
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A. Monetary a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  some of  t h e  p e t  p r o j e c t s  
t h a t  he had. I r e c a l l  once,  on a number of  occas ions  he p re s sed  
bo th  myself and Major GAVIN t o  b u i l d  him a meeting h a l l  a t  
d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s .  H e  wanted t o  s e t  h imse l f  up as a smai i -
t i m e  mandarin. Ne i the r  o f  us f e l t  as though t h i s  w a s  a p r i o r i t y  
p r o j e c t .  W e  would p r e f e r  b u i l d i n g  schoo l s  f i r s t .  I was a 
l i t t l e  b i t  more s u b t l e .  I guess  I w a s  a l i t t l e  b i t  more eas-
t e r n  i n  my phi losophy than  Major GAVIN. I d o n ' t  recall  Major 
GAVIN e v e r  t e l l i n g  him "No," b u t  he was r a t h e r  b l u n t  i n  h i s  
answers. Knowing him, I would imagine him s a y i n g ,  "Well, God 
damrnit, you d o n ' t  need t h a t . "  Of course ,  t h i s  h u r t s .  Now 
aga in ,  I ' m  n o t  i n t i m a t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  by L ieu tenan t  
TAN i s  n o t  t h e  t r u t h ,  because he hea rd  it from h i s  own o f f i c -  
i a l s .  I d o n ' t  p r e t end  t o  make any connec t ion  i n  t h i s .  I ' m  
j u s t  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y ,  a l though  r a t h e r  re -
mote. I n  most d e a l i n g s  I found L ieu tenan t  TAN t o  be r a t h e r  
f a i r .  H e  had a l o t  of p r e s s u r e s  on him. H e  had a l o t  of 
p o l i t i c a l  p r e s s u r e  on him a s  a d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  I t h i n k  he 
was very concerned w i t h  h i s '  people  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  H e  was 
t r y i n g  t o  s e r v e  them t h e  b e s t  he could.  

MR MACCRATE: Were v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a s s igned  admini- 
s t r a t i v e  numbers? When you s e e  i n  t h e  upper l e f t -hand  c o r n e r ,  
a n o t a t i o n  of  a number and "admin o f f i c e , "  does t h a t  s imply 
i n d i c a t e  t h e  number of t h e  correspondence? 

A. Do you mean by t h e  Vietnamese? 

Q. Y e s .  

A. Could you g ive  m e  an  example? I t h i n k  it j u s t  
i n d i c a t e s  t h e  number of  t h e  correspondence,  a s  f a r  as I know. 
Now, w e  had a number system on ou r  HES r e p o r t  f o r  v i l l a g e s  
and hamlets .  You're t a l k i n g  about  t h i s  number h e r e ,  on t h e  
upper r ight-hand.  co rne r  ( i n d i c a t i n g  E x h i b i t  M-29) .  

Q- Y e s .  

A.  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a r e c o r d i n g  number. The person  
who sends  it o u t ,  you know. I t ' s  a copy number, a s  f a r  as I 
know. 

Q- I t  i s  n o t  any i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t .  
you were fo l lowing ,  f o r  i d e n t i f y i n g  v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ?  
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A. No, I d o n ' t  t h ink  so .  A s  f a r  a s  I know, I never 
heard of it being  used t h a t  way by the  Vietnamese. 

10: What was Major G A V I N ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with Lieuten-
ant  TAN during t h e  T e t  of fens ive?  

A. Of course ,  Leiutenant  TAN j u s t  a r r i v e d ,  and he 
r e l i e d  q u i t e  a b i t  upon Major GAVIN and upon t h e  team and upon 
Captain RODRIGUEZ i n  m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s ,  it seemed t o  me, any-
way. H e  was working q u i t e  a b i t  of t h e  time wi th  a l l  of us 
when he was up t h e r e  on t h e  h i l l .  I th ink  he r e l i e d  on t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  support  we could give from t h e  h i l l .  He s l e p t  i n  
t h e  bunker a few n igh t s  a s  I r e c a l l .  T h a t ' s  about a l l  I can 
t h i n k  of r i g h t  now.. 

MR MACCRATE: Where d id  you l i v e  a f t e r  May of 1968? 

A. I moved i n t o  Quang Ngai Ci ty  i n  one of the  houses 
t h e r e .  3 

r3 

Did you a t  any time a f t e r  March 1968, up t o  t h e  N
Q 
time t h a t  you l e f t  Vietnam, I b e l i e v e  i n  January 1969, e n t e r  Q 
t h e  Son My Vi l l age  region? PI 

A.  No, I was never t h e r e ,  T f l e w  over a few times, 
About the  f a r t h e s t  I ever  went was over here  Son Hoi. 

Q Going ou t  a long 'Route 521? 

A. Yes, I guess t h a t ' s  t h e  number. Yes, 521. We 
continued on p a s t  t h e  c i t a d e l  and then we turned o f f  j u s t  p a s t  
t h e r e  a l i t t l e  road down i n  t h i s  a rea  t o  the  s e r i e s  of four  
hamlets here.  We used t o  t u r n  down here  and t h e  Vietnamese 
t o l d  us never t o  go p a s t  - t h i s  p o i n t  on t h e  road. I always 
l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  Vietnamese. They were l i v i n g  t h e r e  and they 
knew where t o  go and no t  t o  go. We never went p a s t  about t h i s  
p o i n t  ( i n d i c a t i n g  p a s t  t h e  c i t a d e l ) .  

Q Were you aware of any plans f o r  a b u i l d i n g  of 
a model hamlet o r  any d iscuss ions  about t h e  b u i l d i n g  of a 
model hamlet i n  Son My Vi l lage?  

A. I n  t h i s  a r e a ,  o r  out  i n  Son My? 
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Q D Y e s .  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i n  Son My. I know we had t a l k e d  
one t i m e  about  b u i l d i n g  a c i t a d e l  up and b r i n g  a l l  t h e s e  people  
down i n  h e r e .  T h a t ' s  where M r .  MAY w a s  i n  h e r e .  H e  was the 
advocate  of  t h e  r e v i s e d  f o r t i f i e d  hamle t s ,  o r  whatever  you 
want t o  c a l l  them. And w e  d i s c u s s e d  t h a t ,  and it f i n a l l y  f e l l  
through,  I guess  because we r eques t ed  s o  many m a t e r i a l s  from 
t h e  prov ince  and they  never  g o t  t h e r e .  

Q Do you remember any p a r a l l e l  o r  r e v i s e d  program
b e i n g  d i s c u s s e d  by M r .  BURKE? 

A.  Not i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  no. 

Q Do you have any knowledge of  an o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  
w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t ,  a m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  was c a r r i e d  o u t  by 
the 2d ARVN Div i s ion  i n  June of 1968 i n t o  t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  
a r e a ?  

10: T h a t  w a s  n o t  t h e  2d ARVN Div is ion .  Tha t  would be 
s e c t o r  u t i l i z i n g  two F?F group headqua r t e r s  and about  s i x  RF 
companies. 

A. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t  s p e c i f i c  o p e r a t i o n ,  no. 
Because t h e r e  w e r e  s o  many o p e r a t i o n s  going on t h a t  whole 
pe r iod  o f  t ime ,  I d o n ' t  remember. 

I0 : W e l l ,  M r .  SITTIG, we ' r e  a p p r e c i a t i v e  of you coming 
i n  this a f t e rnoon .  W e  probably have g iven  you some informat ion  
which you had n o t  seen b e f o r e .  I f  any of t h i s  in format ion  
does r e f r e s h  your  memory of anyth ing  which t r a n s p i r e d  du r ing  
t h a t  t i m e  p e r i o d ,  say March through about  June of  1968, we'd 
a p p r e c i a t e  very much i f  you would g e t  i n  touch w i t h  us s o  
that we could  t a k e  advantage of any in fo rma t ion  you are a b l e  
t o  recall. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i f  you have any memoranda o r  l e t te rs ,  
maps, photos ,  any kind of  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  w i l l  a s s i s t  us i n  t h e  
miss ion  of t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  we 'd  be  ob l iged  t o  have those .  

A. W e l l ,  s ir ,  i f  I do remember anyth ing ,  I ' l l  be 
sure t o  l e t  you know. 
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Q 1'11 give  you t h i s  opportunity t o  ask .anyquestions
that you may l i k e ,  or  t o  make any statement f o r  the record i f  
you might l i k e .  

A.  N o ,  s ir.  I don't  have any statement. I jus t  wish 
you the b e s t  o f  luck i n  g e t t i n g  t o  the bottom o f  t h i s  thing.  

10: This hearing w i l l  recess. 

(The hearing recessed a t  1 5 3 3  hours, 1 4  January 
1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: RODRIGUEZ, Angel M .  

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 2 4 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF:  N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 m R C H  1968: A s s i s t a n t  Dis t r ic t  
Advisor ,  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  Quang Ngai Province.  

1. PREPARATION OF THE 1 4  APRIL STATEMENT BY RODRIGUEZ. 

a. Timing. 

I~ ! . ed la t e ly~ r i o rtn making t h e  1 4  A p r i l  s t a t emen t  
( E x h i b i t  M-34) t h e  w i t n e s s  was i n  Saigon (pgs - 1 0 ,  11). 
On t h e  day he  r e t u r n e d  t o  Son Tinh h i s  s u p e r i o r ,  Major 
GAVIN, d e p a r t e d  f o r  a few days R&R (pgs .  3 ,  11, 18)  . 
Thus, when D i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s  r ece ived  t h e  requirement  
f romprov ince  which r e s u l t e d  i n  RODRIGUEZ'S s t a t e m e n t ,  t h e  
w i t n e s s  w a s  a c t i n g  Sen io r  Advisor and,  t h e r e f o r e ,  was t h e  
person  who responded (pgs.  3 ,  4 ,  12)  . 

b. Rece ip t  o f  t h e  r e q u e s t .  

L i eu t enan t  TAN'S l e t t e r  o f  11 A p r i l  ( E x h i b i t  M-29) 
w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  RODRIGUEZ a long  wi th  a r e q u e s t  from t h e  
Quang Ngai adv i so ry  group t o  o b t a i n  i n fo rma t ion  on t h e  m a t t e r  
(pgs.  4 ,  5 ,  18)  . This  r e q u e s t  w a s  r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  r e g u l a r  

m a i l ,  and t h e  w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  be ing  te lephoned 
concerning t h e  m a t t e r  (pg. 1 8 ) .  S ince  RODRIGUEZ d i d  n o t  
have t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  an i n c i d e n t  i n  VC t e r r i t o r y ,  
he was t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Ch ie f ,  d i s c u s s  t h e  m a t t e r  w i t h  
him, de te rmine  whether t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief wanted an i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n ,  and inform province  about  t h e  D i s t r i c t  C h i e f ' s  d e c i s i o n  
(pgs.  5 ,  1 8 ) .  A t  t h e  t i m e  t h i s  r e q u e s t  w a s  r e c e i v e d  
L ieu tenan t  Colonel  G U I N N  w a s  t h e  Deputy Province  Advisor 
(pg. 4) 
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c. iscu cuss-ion w i t h  TAN. 

Because t h e r e  was a po l i cy  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  a l l  
r e p o r t s  had t o  be prepared wi th in  2 4  hours ,  RODRIGUEZ 
immediately went t o  s e e  TAN, t h e  ~ i s t r i c t  Chief ,  
s i n c e  TAN had made t h e  complaint (pgs. 5 ,  6 ,  1 9 )  . TAN 
d i d  n o t  seem t o  pay much a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  
American a t r o c i t i e s ,  which he termed VC propaganda 
(pgs. 6 ,  8 ) .  TAN declared  t h a t  the r e p o r t  came from t h e  

VC v i l l a g e  c h i e f  r a t h e r  than t h e  GVN v i l l a g e  c h i e f  
(pg. 7 ) .  TAN s t a t e d  he had spoken t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  
l i s t e n e d  t o  h i s  complaint,  and w r i t t e n  a l e t t e r  concerning 
it (Exhibi t  M-29) (pg. 8 )  . T h e  wi tness  was n o t  t o l d  t h e  
whereabouts of t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  and he was never shown 
the r e p o r t  submit ted by the  v i l l a g e  chief  (pg. 7 ) .  TAN 
d i d  no t  r e v e a l  t h e  name of the person who had given him 
t h e  information (pg. 9 ) .  The wi tness  never saw a r e p o r t  
t o  TAN submitted by M r .  LUYEN, Chairman, Vi l l age  Council ,  
Son My Vi l l age ,  da ted  2 2  March (Exhibi t  M-49) (pg. 9 )  . 
P r i o r  t o  submit t ing  h i s  r e p o r t ,  RODRIGUEZ showed it t o  TAN 
who voiced no ob jec t ion  t o  it (pgs.  25 ,  2 6 )  . 

d .  Submission of  t h e  r epor t .  

Af te r  he spoke t o  TAN, RODRIGUEZ made t h e  s ta tement  
and re tu rned  it t o  province s o  t h a t  province could pursue 
t h e  ma t t e r  ipgs. 8 ,  i 8 j .  Be d i d  n o t  know what happened 
concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  subsequent t o  t h i s  (pg. 1 8 ) .  
Normally a r e p o r t  of  t h i s  n a t u r e  would be re turned  t o  
province by an NCO and would be de l ive red  t o  Colonel GREEN 
who handled admin i s t r a t ive  problems (pgs.  8 ,  1 9 ) .  GREEN 
i n  t u r n  would d i scuss  such mat ters  with G U I N N  (pg. 8)  . 
2 .  INFORMATION CONCERNING THE STATEMENT WHICH WAS GIVEN 
TO GAVIN. 

When GAVIN r e tu rned  two o r  t h r e e  days l a t e r ,  RODRIGUEZ 
t o l d  him of  t h e  correspondence with province and of  t h e  
a l l e g a t i o n  i n  t h e  l e t t e r  (pgs.  9 ,  1 0 ) .  GAVIN was given a 
copy of t h i s  information (pgs.  1 0 ,  1 9 )  . RODRIGUEZ thought 
GAVIN was f a m i l i a r  with t he  contents  of TAN'S memorandum 
(pg. 1 3 ) .  RODRIGUEZ asked GAVIN i f  he wanted t o  pursue t h e  
mat ter  i n  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l ,  b u t  no more a c t i o n  was taken 
(pg. 1 9 ) .  The witness  d i d  n o t  know i f  GAVIN ever  t a l k e d  
t o  TAN about it (pg. 1 0 ) .  
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3. RECEIPT OF INFORMATION CORROBORATIVE OF THE DISTRICT 

CHIEF'S REPORT BY THE WITNESS. 


The w i t n e s s  never  saw t h e  VC propaganda l e a f l e t  o r  

heard  any rumors s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  made i n  t h e  


- l e a f l e t  (pg. 2 9 ) .  Usua l ly  L ieu tenan t  DAWKINS handled 
-	 VC propaganda documents (pg. 29 ) . H e  never  saw Colonel  


TOAN'S d i r e c t i v e  t o  Quang Ngai s e c t o r  (Exh ib i t  M-32) t o  

i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pgs .  2 6 ,  27) . RODRIGUEZ was 

never  aware t h a t  ARVN was conduct ing an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  

t h a t  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  conducted an o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  

My L a i  a r e a  t o  f i n d  o u t  what happened (pgs . 2 7 ,  3 2 )  . 

4. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a.  Act ions  sur rounding  Te t .  

On the morning a f t e r  -T e t ,  D i s t r i c t  Headquar ters  

wzs surround,-,d (pgs. 1.5, 1 5 1  . It w a s  ever,tnz! 1.y cl7 :>,?red 

by t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  which i n f l i c t e d  heavy c a s u a l t i e s  

on t h e  48th Local  Force B a t t a l i o n  (pg.  1 6 )  . He d i d  n o t  

r e c a l l  an i n c i d e n t  where 75 t o  80 people  were murdered by 

t h e  VC, b u t  h e  w a s  aware t h a t  t h r e e  or f o u r  women and 

c h i l d r e n  had been k i l l e d  when t h e  VC ove r r an  a couple  of 

o u t p o s t s  e a s t  o f  t h e  c i t a d e l  (pg. 33) . There was ano the r  

i n c i d e n t  where t h e  VC des t royed  a sma l l  hamle t ,  named Xuan 

Tay, and kidnapped a l l  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  t h e r e  {pgs.  3 4 ,  

35) . H e  d i d  n o t  know how many persons  were k i l l e d  (pg. 3 5 ) .  

This happened i n  A p r i l  o r  May after Task Force  Barker  had 

Seen disbanded (pgs .  35, 3 6 )  . 


b. RODRIGUEZ 'S  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  procedure .  

RODRIGUEZ had been a f i r s t  s e r g e a n t  and a company 
:. commander, and tl-lus he  f e l t  he had a good knowledge. of admin-
: i s t r a t i v e - m a t t e r s  (pgs.  20, 21 ) .  T h e  f i l e s  w e r e  i n  f i n e  shape  when 

he  l e f t  (pg. 2 1 ) .  H e  normally made t h r e e  cop ie s  of  r e p o r t s ,  

two of which would go t o  headqua r t e r s  and t h e  o t h e r  would 

remain i n  t h e  o f f i c e  (pg . 20) . 


c. Mfscel laneous.  

(1) S i n c e  it w a s  t h e  p o l i c y  t o  p rov ide  American 

u n i t s  w i t h  g u i d e s ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  could  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

r e c a l l  Na t iona l  P o l i c e  accompanying Task Force  Barker  on 

16 March (pg.  30) . 
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( 2 )  RODRIGUEZ has n o t  spoken t o  anyone f r o m  
the America1 Div is ion  s i n c e  t h e  s t o r y  broke i n  t h e  news-
pape r s  ipg. 3 j . 

( 3 )  TAN and GALTIN began working closely t o g e t h e r  
a t  t h e  end, b u t  d i d  n o t  have a good working r e l a t i o n s h i p  
a t  f i r s t  (pgs .  1 3 ,  14). 
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T A N ' S  l t r  t o  KHIEN,-	 1 1 . A p r  ( t r a n s )  ( s o n  

Tinh D i s t )  


D o  D i n h  L U Y E N ' s  l tr  t o  
TAN 
T O A N ' s  d i r ec t ive  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e .  

VC propaganda leaf l e t  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1 0 0 5  h o u r s ,  24 January 
1970. ) 

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The fo l lowing  named pexsons a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG 
'PEERS, MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, LTC ROGERS, and MAJ LYNN. 

-% 'L-

S i r ,  t h e  nex t  w i t n e s s  i s  M r .  Angel M. RODRIGUEZ, 

(MR RODRIGUEZ w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fo l lows : )  

M r .  RODRIGUEZ, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  w i l l  you p l e a s e  
s ta te  your  f u l l  name, occupat ion and r e s i d e n c e .  

A .  Angel M .  RODRIGUEZ, t e a c h e r .  I l i v e  a t  J3, Cai e 
D e l  Oeste.  T h a t ' s  U n i v e r s i t y  C i t y ,  i n  R i o  P e i d r a s ,  Pue r to  
R i c o  . 

W 
I0: M r .  RODRIGUEZ, have you had an o p p o r t m i t y  t o  

0 r e a d  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s ?  

Y e s ,  s i r .  

Qo yni-?unders+.and them 9r dc ypl? h?ve ?ny 
q u e s t i o n s ?  

A. I do  unders tand.  

Q M r .  RODRIGUEZ, on my l e f  "L i s  M r .  MACCRATE. M r .  
MACCRATE i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y .  He has  vo lun tee red  h i s  
s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  cf t h e  Army, M r .  XESOR, t o  a s s i s t  
us i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y  and a l so  t o  p rov ide  l e g a l  counse l  t o  me 
and t o  e t h e r  merrbers of t h i s  i n q u i r y  team. :_n. my r i g h t  i s  

-Co lone l  ARMSTRONG and on h i s  r i g h t  i s  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  
' ROGERS. These i n d i v i d u a l s  have 'been des igna t ed  by t h e  

o f f i c e  o f  the Chief of  S t a f f ,  General  \JESTMOF53LAND, t o  
ass is t  i n  the conduct of  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t o  work 
with m e  as a s s i s t a n t s .  Aside from t h i s  group we a l s o  
have o t h e r  groups t a k i n g  tes t imony from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  
It w i l l  b e  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  p u l l  t h e  r e p o r t  t o g e t h e r ,  
to  weigh t h e  ev idence ,  and t o  de te rmine  t h e  f i n d i n g s  and 
recommendations. W e  a r e  d i r e c t i n g  m i l i t a r y  personne l  on 
a c t i v e  duty t h a t  t hey  not d i s c u s s  t h e i r  t es t imony wi th  
o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  who may appear  b e f o r e  t h i s  i n q u i r y  
as w i t n e s s e s .  I n  ycu r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  c i v i l i a n  c a p a c i t y ,  we 
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cannot  s o  o r d e r  you. But we can r e q u e s t  t h a t  you no t  d i s c u s s  
your  t es t imony with o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s ,  excep t  
a s  you may be r eques t ed  o r  r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  competent 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  bod ie s .  In  terms o f  
l e g i s l a t i v e  bodies  it i s  conce ivab le  t h a t  you may p o s s i b l y  be 
c a l l e d  b e f o r e  one o f  t h e  congres s iona l  committees,  s p e c i f i c a l -
l y  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  subcommittee o f  t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  
Committee, i n  which e v e n t  your t es t imony h e r e  o r  appearance 
h e r e  would i n  no way cause  you n o t  t o  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  such a 
body. I would b e  a lmost  c e r t a i n  t h a t  you have n o t  been c i t e d  
o r  cau t ioned  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t -
martial  c a s e  of  t h e  United S t a t e s  v. Ca l l ey .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A.  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  

Q - I would on ly  say  t h a t  i n  t h e  even t  you arse c i t e d  
by t h a t  judge o r  by any o t h e r  judges f o r  any of  t h e  cases, . 
your  appearance h e r e  would ii~no way change e i t h e r  t h e  e f f e c t  
o r  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of  t h e  o r d e r s  i s s u e d  by such judges .  D o  you 
have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime? 

A. No, sir.  

Q M r .  RgDRIGUEZ, would you i n d i c a t e  what your  
m i l i t a r y  duty  ass ignment  w a s  in March of  1968? 

A. I w a s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r ,  Son Tinh
~ i ~ . t ~ ~ ~L ,  z-odilg-;;g*i~ ~ o v ~ i ~ c e ~I was assiyneci tilere on '7 

November as I r e c a l l ,  i967.  

& How long  d i d  you remain assi .gned? 

A. I remained a s s igned  t h e r e  f o r  11 months. 

Q. Did you speak ,  o r  r e a d ,  o r  w r i t e  Vietnamese? 

A. J u s t  a l i t t l e .  Before  I g o t  t h e r e  I went t o  t h i s  
s p e c i a l i z e d  cou r se  a t  F o r t  Bragg f o r  6 weeks, b u t  I d i d n ' t  
c a t c h  t o o  much of  it. 

Q T h a t ' s  what t hey  r e f e r  t o  as t h e  MATA cou r se ,  
M-A-T-A? 

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  s ir .  

Q M r .  RODRIGUEZ, t h e  so -ca l l ed  Son My o r  My L a i  
i n c i d e n t  o f  16 March 1968,  Secame a m a t t e r  of  p u b l i c  knowled;; 
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about 4 o r  5 months ago, September o r  October 1969, by way of 
r ad io ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  newspapers, magazines and so on. Since 
t h a t  time have you had any conversat ion with any i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
l e t ' s  say ,  from t h e  Son Tinh advisory group, froin t h e  Quang 
~ g a iadvisory group, t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion advisory group o r  
o t h e r  personnel ,  who may have been assoc ia ted  with t h e  
America1 Divis ion? 

A. No, s i r ,  I have not .  

Q M r .  RODRIGUEZ, I have he re  a s ta tement  wi th  your
s igna tu re  on it t h a t  has been en te red  i n t o  t h e  record as  
Exhib i t  M-34. This i s  dated 1 4  Apr i l  1968. This  i s  a 
pho tos ta t  copy of  t h e  document which we obtained.  I t  i s  
not  too  c l e a r ,  no t  too  l e g i b l e ,  b u t  we have a t r u e  copy 
a t tached t o  it. I f  you would, M r .  RODRIGUEZ, t e l l  us 
everyth ing  you can about t h i s  document? Where you got  t h e  
information on which t h i s  document i s  based? Who a s s i s t e d  
i n  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  of  any documents t h a t  may have been r e l a t e d  
t o  i t ?  Who you t a l k e d  t o  about t h i s  document? Who would ask 
you t o  prepare  it i n  t h e  f i r s t  p lace?  Who d i d  t h e  document 
go t o ?  

A. Well, s i r ,  t h i s  happened a yea r  and a h a l f  ago. 

Q . I understand t h i s .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t ake  you back 
22  months. 

A. It i s  very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  r e a l l y  remember 
every d e t a i l ,  bu t  I d i d  s i g n  t h i s  document and I r e c a l l  when 
t h i s  happened. On t h i s  day t h e  s e n i o r  advisor  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  
was n o t  t h e r e .  I t  seems t o  me a t  t h i s  t ime t h a t  he took 2 
o r  3 days leave  of some kind. 

Q. While we ' re  on t h i s  p o i n t ,  you may h e l p  t o  c l a r i f y  
it. We have t a l k e d  t o  Major GAVIN, now Colonel GAVIN, and as  
a mat ter  of  f a c t  a t  t h e  moment he is en r o u t e  from here  t o  t h e  
Armed Forces S t a f f  College,  b u t  we've n o t  been a b l e  t o  g e t  
hold of  him f o r  a few days t o  confirm exac t ly  where he was 
during t h i s  per iod .  I t  i s  our  understanding t h a t  he had 
re turned  t o  t h e  S t a t e s  f o r  an extension l eave ,  sometime about 
t h i s  t i m e .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I know t h a t  he d i d  come back t o  t h e  
S t a t e s  some t i m e  i n  Apri l  of t h a t  yea r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  

(RODRIGUEZ ) 3 APP T-225 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

d a t e s ,  t h e  exac t  da tes .  But I don ' t  r e c a l l  a l l  t h e  s p e c i f i c  
th ings . ,  A s  I r e c a l l ,  he took some t i m e  o f f .  I don1t recall 
what he d i d ,  bu t  then I was i n  charge of t he  d i s t r i c t ,  a c t u a l l y  
not i n  charge of t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  I was then t h e  a c t i n g  s e n i o r  
advisor  and t h i s  matter came t o  m e  from t h e  province.  I t  
seems t o  me it was from the  s en io r  advisor  of t h e  Quang Ngai 
Province a t  t h a t  time. I d o n u t  r e c a l l  h i s  name a t  t h i s  moment. 

Q. This l e t t e r  came t o  you? 

A. The complaint,  t h e  complaint came from t h e  pro-
vince t o  m e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  no t  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  b u t  t o  g e t  
some information,  because a c t u a l l y  w e  d i d n ' t  have t h e  au tho r i t y  
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  anything i n  t h e  first p lace ,  and second, it 
seems t o  me they wanted t o  have some information. Through t h e  
Vietnamese channels came t h e  same l e t t e r  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  
and then t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  came t o  me. from province. 

Q From province? Who gave you t h a t  a t  province,  do 
you remember? The people a t  province then,  M r .  RODRIGUEZ, w e r e  
M r .  MAY, who was the  province sen io r  advisor--

A.  ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, sir,  he was t h e  province ch ie f  
a t  t he  time, t h e  s en io r  advisor .  3 

S 
cJ 

Q. Yes, h i s  a s s i s t a n t  o r  deputy was Colonel GUINN? 
'3 

A. Tha t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  sir. m 

Q- Yes. Then Colonel GUINN ran t h e  military s i d e ,  
and Colonel GUINN a l s o  had working f o r  him a  Lieutenant  
Colonel GREEN? 

A. T h a t u s  c o r r e c t ,  he was t h e  adminis t ra t ive  o f f i c e r .  

Q. Now can you r e c a l l  who s p e c i f i c a l l y  gave you t h e  
l e t t e r  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  upon.which you based t h i s  
r epo r t ?  

A. S i r ,  a c t u a l l y  t h e  adminis t ra t ive  po l icy  was for  
Lieutenant Colonel GREEN t o  t a k e  a l l  t h e s e  r epo r t s  and send 
them down t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  advisors .  That was the p o l i c y ,  
t o  g e t  him involved i n  a l l  t h e  adminis t ra t ive  d e t a i l s .  But, 
I don ' t  know, I cannot say who--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Was it Colonel GUINN? 

A. H e  was t h e r e  a l s o ,  bu t  I c a n ' t  state i f  he  d i d  
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t e l l  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  GREEN t o  send it down. 

Q- Did h e  j u s t  send  it down? 

A. H e  s e n t  it down j u s t  l i k e  t h i s .  

Q- W e l l ,  n o t  l i k e  t h a t .  

A. No, s i r ,  I mean j u s t  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n .  

Q L e t  m e  r e f e r  t o  you ano the r  document ( E x h i b i t  
M-29) t o  s e e  i f  t h i s  i s  t h e  document y o u ' r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o .  
Here is  a r e p o r t  which has  been e n t e r e d  i n t o  o u r  r eco rd ,  
p repared  by L ieu tenan t  TAN t o  t h e  Quang Ngai Province c h i e f ,  
da t ed  11 Apr i l .  You ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  a copy o f  it went t o  t h e  
2d ARVN Div i s ion  headqua r t e r s  and ano the r  copy went t o  MACV, 
Quang Ngai Sec to r .  The Vietnamese v e r s i o n  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  it. 

A. And a t r a n s l a t i o n  w a s  made on t h i s ?  

Q- Yes. 

I r e c a l l  t h a t ,  s i r .  

Q W e l l ,  would you r e a d  t h a t  t o  see i f  t h a t  i s  t h e  
document y o u ' r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  { E x h i b i t  M-29)? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  one. 

Q- L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  E x h i b i t  M-29, 
L i eu t enan t  TAN'S l e t t e r  o f  11 A p r i l ,  is  the document t h a t  
was r e f e r r e d  t o  him by t h e  Quang Ngai adv i so ry  group. What 
d i d  t hey  do,  ask  you t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s ?  

A. They asked me t o  g e t  i n fo rma t ion  on t h i s ,  because 
a c t u a l l y  i n  m y  p o s i t i o n  I can ' t  i n v e s t i g a t e  anyth ing .  I j u s t  
have t o  go t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  and d i s c u s s  it wi th  him, t o  
see i f  h e  wanted t o  go ahead and i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  t h i n g  on 
t h i s  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t  and send back t h e  in format ion  t o  t h e  
prov ince  f o r  them t o  g e t  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  America1 
Div i s ion ,  s o  t h e y  could r e s o l v e  t h i s  matter. 

0. When t h a t  requirement  came back t o  you from t h e  
adv i so ry  group,  who d i d  you t a l k  t o  t hen?  

A. S i r ,  I t a l k e d  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r ,  I mean 
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never came i n t o  my mind. I d o n ' t  t h ink  anyone would have 
dreamed of something l i k e  t h i s ,  an i n c i d e n t  of t h i s  kind. 
A s  I s a i d ,  t h a t  was 22  months ago. I t ' s  very hard  for m e  
t o  remember every d e t a i l .  But t h i s  Lieutenant  TAN, I 
t a l h e d  t o  him and he s a i d  it j u s t  was a mat ter  of Communist 
propaganda .of t h e  Vie t  Cong, and t h a t ' s  t h e  information sent 
back t o  province f o r  them t o  check with t h e  America1 
Division. What they d id  a f t e r  tha t - -  . . 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Who d i d  you provide t h i s  r e p o r t  
t o  once you had t h i s  prepared i n  t h i s  form, M r .  RODRIGUEZ? 

A. This  one r i g h t  h e r e ,  s i r ?  

Q =  Yes. 

A. - I s e n t  t h i s  back t o  t h e  sen io r  province advisor .  
That went baclc t o  Colonel GREEN. 

Q- GREEN o r  GUINN? 

A. I s e n t  it back wi th  one of t h e  N C O ' s  I had i n  
t h e r e ,  s o  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  Actua l ly  i t ' s  very hard f o r  m e  
t o  say who go t  it, b u t  I suppose t h a t  t h e  s e n i o r  advisor  
w i l l  probably d i scuss  t h i s  wi th  Colonel GREEN. 

Q. Why Colonel GREEN? 

A. Because Colonel GREEN was t h e  one who handled a l l  
t h e  admin i s t r a t ive  papers a t  t h e  t ime, s i r .  A l l  t h e  i n f o r -  
mation, a l l  t h e s e  types  of r e p o r t s  were given t o  him. I n  
t u r n  he would go and t a k e  them i n  t o  Colonel G U I N N  and 
d i scuss  anything of  importance. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Okay, f i n e .  

A .  So t h i s  was t h e  admin i s t r a t ive  procedure and I 
f igured  t h a t  wouldn't  keep Colonel G U I N N  busy a l l  t h e  time. 

Q. Did Lieutenant  TAN ever  t e l l  you t h a t  he  had 
t a lked  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  t h a t  he had a r e p o r t  i n  w r i t i n g  
from t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  and t h a t  he had go t t en  some a d d i t i o n a l  
s t a t i s t i c s ,  names of people and so  on? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  He s a i d  he  had 
t a lked  t o  him and he got  t h i s  complaint. T h a t ' s  when he 
wrote t h i s  l e t t e r .  
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Q- Did he say t h e  name of t h e  ind iv idua l  who gave 
him t h e  information? 

A. I f  he  d id  i t ' s  very hard f o r  me t o  reinember h i s  
name. 

Q- I have here  another  document which is Exhibi t  
M-49, a r e p o r t  t o  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Chief Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  s igned 
by M r .  LUYEN,  Chairman, Vi l l age  Council,  Son My Vi l l age ,  da ted  
22  March 1 9 6 8 .  This  i s  t h e  Vietnamese vers ion  again ,  M r .  
RODRIGUEZ, and t h e  English t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  on top.  I ' d  ask i f  
you've seen t h i s  document. 

A. No, sir. No, I don ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h a t  one. The 
only one t h a t  I know I saw was t h i s  one he re  (Exh ib i t  M-29). 
I ' m  p o s i t i v e  of  t h i s  one and I know I prepared t h i s  (Exhib i t  
M-34). 

Q- You know you prepared t h a t ?  

A. Yes, I prepared t h i s  t o  comply with t h e  i n f o r -  
mation they wanted me t o  g ive  them a t  t h e  t ime. Because 
what I understood was t h a t  they were going t o  g e t  more i n f o r -
mation. They wanted t h i s  information t o  go and t a l k  to  t h e  
America1 Divis ion ,  I suppose t h e  commander o r  someone i n  
t h e r e ,  t o  g e t  t h i s  taken c a r e  o f .  T h a t ' s  a i l  1 can r e c a l l .  

Q. I understand Major GAVIN re turned  about t h i s  

time, too? 


A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you have some d i scuss ion  with Major GAVIN 

about t h i s ?  


A. Y e s ,  sir. I d id .  

Q. Can you r e c a l l  your d i scuss ion  with Major GAVIN 
about it? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I t o l d  him t h a t  I had rece ived  some 
information from province,  a l e t t e r  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  an 
a l l eged  i n c i d e n t  has  occurred i n  t h i s  p lace  he re ,  and they 
wanted t o  pursue t h i s  more. I t  was my p o l i c y  t h e r e  t o  

, keep a copy of  t h i s  ,for him t o  see  a l s o .  So I suppose t h a t  
: a copy of t h i s  probably was i n  t h e  f i l e s  when I l e f t .  

APP T-225 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q. Did you show t h i s  l e t t e r  t o  Major GAVIN? 

A. Yes , sir.  

Q- He saw t h a t  a s  we l l ?  

A. He saw t h a t .  I d i d n ' t  do anything unless  he  
knew about it. 

Q. A l l . r i g h t .  Do you know i f  while  you were t a l k i n g  
t o  him about t h i s ,  i f  he and yourse l f  might have t a l k e d  again  
with Lieutenant  TAN about i t ?  

A. S i r ,  a $ t e r  t h a t  I don ' t  r e c a l l  i f  he d i d  o r  no t .  
I know I d i d n ' t  do it a f t e r  t h a t .  I t a l k e d  t o  Major GAVIN 
and then what he d i d  a f t e r  t h a t ,  I have no knowledge o f .  

Q- We understand t h a t  along about t h i s  t ime,  t h a t  
Major GAVIN d i d  have a few days o f f  where he went t o  Bangkok, 
do you remember t h a t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I remember. Well, he made t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  
t r i p s  I r e c a l l .  He was supposed t o  go t o  Bangkok, b u t  he  never 
got  t h e r e  t h e  f i r s t  t ime. Then he made a second t r i p  t o  
Bangkok. And then a f t e r  t h a t  he came back t o  t h e  S t a t e s  f o r  
30 days leave.  T h a t ' s  when he  extended f o r  6 months. But t h e  
f i r s t  t r i p  t h a t  he t r i e d  t o  make t o  Bangkok, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
was some t i m e  in March. I f  I r e c a l l  t h a t  v7as sometime i n  
Apr i l .  

Q Let  me r e f r e s h  your memory now. The 14th  of 
Apr i l  was Eas te r .  I t  was a Sunday, E a s t e r ,  which I ' m  s u r e  
wi th  you and your L a t i n  background, you probably r e c a l l  
going t o  E a s t e r  s e r v i c e s  some p lace  o r  having E a s t e r  s e r v i c e s ?  

A. S i r ,  7 A p r i l ,  I r e c a l l  t h a t ,  because I went t o  
Saigon myself. I s p e n t  a few days down t h e r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  
my re t i r ement  papers  taken c a r e  of .  That was some t ime i n  
A p r i l ,  s o  I remember t h a t  and then  I came back about probably 
13 o r  1 4  A p r i l ,  something l i k e  t h a t ,  and Major GAVIN was s t i l l  
the re .  

Q. Was s t i l l  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, sir ,  was s t i l l  t h e r e .  But I c a n ' t  r e a l l y  
p inpoin t  d a t e s ,  because i t ' s  very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  do 
t h a t .  But I do r e c a l l  t h a t  he was s t i l l  t h e r e .  Although 
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he was q u i t e  unhappy probably with me, because I cou ldn ' t  
g e t  t h e  p lane  on time t h e r e ,  and I missed 2 more days somehow 
i n  Chu Lai .  So I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  d a t e  t h a t  he went t o  t h e s e  
p laces ,  b u t  I know t h a t  he  took s e v e r a l  days o f f  a few times.  

Q- Do you remember t h e  s p e c i f i c  days you went t o  
Saigon? 

A. I know it was i n  Apr i l .  I probably have some , 
no tes  back home, b u t  I don ' t  have any with me, and probably 
my re t i r ement  a p p l i c a t i o n  had a date--the f i r s t  one, I had 
two. I had t o  make another  t r i p ,  because t h a t  one a c t u a l l y  
got  l o s t .  But t h a t  a p p l i c a t i o n  should be i n  my records ,  I 
mean t h e  day must be on m y  records .  

Q. Evident ly Major GAVIN was not  t h e r e  when you 
received t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  from province t o  check i n t o  t h i s  
matter?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Because you s igned it on t h e  14th? 

A.  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  sir, I signed it t h e r e .  So I 
know he w a s  n o t  t h e r e .  He re turned  1 o r  2 days a f t e r  t h i s ,  
a f t e r  I signed it, a f t e r  I got t h i s  l e t t e r  prepared and s e n t  
it back t o  province.  

Q. There i s  some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  he went t o  Bangkok 
o r  was absent  on some kind of R&R from t h e  15 th  through t h e  
22nd. I f  h e  w a s  gone on t h e  15th  he  may have depar ted  on t h e  
14th.  

A.  I t ' s  poss ib le .  I t 's  poss ib le .  I t h i n k  s o ,  sir.  
To g e t  t o  Bangkok he has t o  r e p o r t  1 day p r i o r  t o  t h e  R&R 
cen te r  i n  o rde r  t o  g e t  the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  s o  t h e r e ' s  a 
p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  I can say t h a t .  I th ink  t h a t  was t h e  way 
it happened. He l e f t  I day p r i o r  t o  h i s  R&R.  

And you had gone t o  Saigon and go t  back? 

Yes, sir. 

H e  was t h e r e ,  b u t  then  departed? 

A. He departed t h e  very same day, i f  I r e c a l l  t h e  
d e t a i l s  now. The very same day I repor ted  back t o  Son Tinh. 
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I got  i n  i n  t h e  af te rnoon,  and he l e f t  t h e  same af te rnoon.  

Q. Maybe t h i s  is on t h e  13th  then? 

A. Probably on t h e  13th.  

Q. That would have been Saturday. You would 
probably remember E a s t e r ,  I mean going t o  church service 
and s o  on i f  he 'd  been the re?  

A. . Probably, yes ,  sir, 

COL ARMSTRONG: To g e t  down t o  t h e  R&R c e n t e r  a t  Saigon ydu 
had t o  go up t o  Chu Lai  and ca tch  an a i r c r a f t  down, This 
was a day o r  two opera t ion?  

A. S i r ,  h e  took t h e  R&R from Danang. They had a 
cen te r  t h e r e ,  b u t  he had t o  go t h e r e  f i r s t  i n  o rde r  t o  make 
prepara t ions  and g e t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  

10: But t h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  when you rece ived  t h e  
requirement from province he w a s  no t  t h e r e .  Therefore,  you -
took t h e  ac t ion?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I took t h e  a c t i o n ,  because they wanted 
t o  have t h i s  information,  Since he l e f t  t h a t  day and he didn't 
give me any information a t  a l l  on t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  I had t o  
g e t  soze i n f c r x a t i o n .  My t h ink ing  xas t h i s .  I knew that 
a rea  very w e l l ,  i f  I can g e t  t o  t h e  p lace  of P i n k v i l l e  and 
make an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h e r e ,  I needed a t  l e a s t  two o r  t h r e e  
b a t t a l i o n s .  I know t h e  Vietnamese were no t  ready t o  g ive  
me  t h a t ,  because they themselves d id  no t  want t o  do t h a t  unless.  
they had many t roops .  Even wi th  t h a t  they were q u i t e  a l l e r g i c  
t o  do it. T h a t ' s  q u i t e  a  phrase,  b u t  t h a t ' s  t h e  way it was, 

So my only a c t i o n  i n  t h i s  case  was j u s t  t o  t a l k  
t o  t h e s e  t h r e e  men who had made t h e  a l l e g a t i o n .  To f i n d  
o u t  who save t h e  information and t r y  t o  s e e  what I could 
do, what-information I could g e t  back t o  province so  they 
could a c t  on t h i s  a f f a i r .  

A. When he came back from Bangkok o r  wherever he 
was, when you f i r s t  t a l k e d  t o  Major GAVIN about  t h a t ,  was 
he aware t h a t  t h i s  l e t t e r  had a l ready e x i s t e d ?  You ' l l  
n o t i c e  t h a t  t h i s  was s igned on t h e  11th .  Evident ly  while  
t h i s  was be ing  prepared,  you were i n  Saigon? 
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t a l k e d  t o  q u i t e  a few people ,  M r .  R O D R I G U E Z ,  t h a t  up t o  ,a 
c e r t a i n  t ime they  , d i d  n o t  work t o o  c l o s e l y  t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  
e v e n t u a l l y  t h e y  became q u i t e  f r i e n d l y  w i t h  one ano the r?  

1 

A .  Yes, s i r ,  t h e y  d i d .  A t  t h e  end t h e y  were working 
. t o g e t h e r  and l i k e  probably most of  t h e  a d v i s o r s ,  w e  had d i f -
f e r e n c e s  w i t h  t h e  Vietnamese c o u n t e r p a r t s .  

Q Now, D a i - ~ y  TAN, h e  w a s  new on t h e  job t o o ,  was h e  
n o t ?  Cornparatively new? 

A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  

Q .  H e  came i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of 1957? 

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  sir. 

Q. Maybe December, I t h i n k .  

A .  Probably i n  December, r i g h t  b e f o r e  Chris tmas,  I 
r e c a l l ,  s i r .  So h e  was q u i t e  new on t h e  job,  b u t  t h e  impres-
s i o n  I had ,  he  was a very a b l e  o f f i c e r  compared w i t h  t h e  o t h e r s  
I have s e e n ,  a l though many t i m e s  h e  came t o  o u r  p l a c e  j u s t  
t o  be c l o s e r  t o  u s ,  because he  d i d n ' t  have much conf idence  
i n  h i s  own people .  

Q I unders tand  t h a t  a f t e r  T e t  he  moved up on t h e  
hill to jGiii yo-u? 

A. T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  H e  s l e p t  r i g h t  i n  o u r  bunker. 

Q. Probably f o r  a good reason?  

A .  For a good r ea son ,  t h a t ' s  t r u e .  I n  t h o s e  days 
one of  t h e  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f s  had been k i l l e d ,  and h e  knew 
about  it. 

Q. One t h i n g  t h a t  I t h i n k  would be h e l p f u l  f o r  us 
i s  t o  g e t  your  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  where you s t o o d  a t  t h a t  t ime? 
I s a y  you, I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- And Quang Ngai Province.  What w a s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l
s i t u a t i o n  as f a r  as t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  f o r c e s  back o u t  t o  re-
cover from T e t ,  you might s a y ,  t o  r e t a k e  t h e  coun t rys ide?  I 
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would understand t h a t  t h e r e  was q u i t e  a b i t  of p ressu re  on 
many of  t h e  ou tpos t s  a n d .l o t s  of a c t i v i t y  going on. Could 
you expla in  t h a t ?  

A. Sure,  sir. May I use t h i s  map? In  t h e  morning 
a f t e r  Te t ,  we were a l l  surrounded h e r e  i n  our  smal l  h i l l .  

Q What h i l l  a r e  you p o i n t i n g  t o  now? 

A. This  h i l l  h e r e  where we had the--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Are you t a l k i n g  about over  where 
your Son Tinh--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, s i r ,  r i g h t  he re .  

Q T h a t ' s  where t h e  RF t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r  was? 

A. The t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r  was across  t h e  h i l l .  Right 
h e r e ,  sir.  

Q Was it on tha t - -

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Let  me look a t  t h i s ,  sir.  You're 
r i g h t ,  s ir .  Here we were and t h e . t r a i n i n g  company was r i g h t  
here .  Then they took over the t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r  and w e  were 
here  a t  t h e  t ime,  and a l l  t h e  ou tpos t s  inc lud ing  t h i s  ou tpos t  
here--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  On Nui Ngang? 

A. Nui Ngang, I be l i eve .  

( I 0  o r i e n t e d  MR RODRIGUEZ on Exh ib i t  MAP-1 . )  

On t h i s  one h e r e ,  we were r i g h t  h e r e  a t  t h e  end 
of  T e t  o f fens ive .  We were r i g h t  i n  here .  

Q. You were confined t o  t h e  s e c t o r  headquarters?  

A.  Confined j u s t  t o  t h e  s e c t o r  headquar ters .  We had 
t o  t a k e  some platoons i n  t h e r e ,  and t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  went 
wi th  them, j u s t  t o  c l e a r  a small  space t h e r e  where they had 
t h e  f i r i n g  range. They were t h a t  c lose .  And they  a l s o  had 
a t t a c k e d  t h e  d i s t r i c t  headquarters  t h a t  n i g h t .  
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a f i n e  job. 

Q Yes, w e l l ,  t h a t ' s  f i n e .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  very
h e l p f u l ,  Capta in  RODRIGYEZ, t o  g e t  a g e n e r a l  p i c t u r e  o f  what 
happened a t  T e t .  

T e t  took  p l a c e  a t  t h e  end o f  January ,  extended 
somewhat i n t o  February.  Then you had t h e  problem o f  recovery .  
What w a s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a long  about  t h e  end o f  March and t h e  
f i r s t  p a r t  of A p r i l ?  Were you s t i l l  hav ing  l o t s  of  a c t i v i t y  
going on? 

A. Yes, s i r .  We had 1 0 0  hamle ts  i n  o u r  
d i s t r i c t ,  and i n  o u r  r e p o r t s  we normal ly  c o n t r o l l e d  on ly  
about  30 p e r c e n t  o r  so .  T h e  70 p e r c e n t ,  t h i s  i s  j u s t  f i g u r e s  
I r e c a l l ,  I mean it might n o t  be t h e  e x a c t  f i g u r e ,  b u t  i t ' s  
j u s t  a r a t i o  o f  about  one t o  t h r e e  o r  one t o  two, I would 
say--one t o  t h r e e ,  one- th i rd .  W e  had most o f  t h e  t i m e  on ly  
j u s t  a sma l l  a r e a  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  govern-
e n t .  The o t h e r  w a s  j u s t  VC country. A c t u a l l y ,  I c o u l d n ' t  
g e t  myself t o  g e t  i n  and t r a i n  t h e s e  people .  The on ly  way 
I cou ld  g e t  i i n  t h e r e ,  w e  used t o  use  a t  l eas t  a p l a toon  o r  
a company t o  g e t  anyplace.  It was n o t  s a f e  a t  a l l .  The 
Arnerical D iv i s ion  k e p t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  over  t h i s  a r e a .  Using 
your  i n fo rma t ion ,  you probably know t h a t  t h i s  a r e a  from t h e  
train i ~ a c k si i i i d i ca t ing ;  t~ t h a t  s i d e  z i ~ di iert l i  beeaii~ethe 
o p e r a t i o n a l  area f o r  t h e  Arnerical D iv i s ion .  A f t e r  t h a t  w e  
w e r e  i n  b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n .  

MR MACCRATE: M r .  RODRIGUEZ, going back t o  t h e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  
w a s  made t o  you t o  g e t  in format ion  about  t h e  le t te r  o f  11 
A p r i l ,  do you recall  how t h e  r e q u e s t  came t o  you? You have 
any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  whether you had a te lephone  conversa t ion?  
Did Major GAVIN speak t o  you b e f o r e  you l e f t ?  Were you down 
i n  Quang Ngai? Can you p u t  any o f  t h o s e  l i t t l e  p i e c e s  t o -
g e t h e r  f o r  us? 

A. What I remember is when I came back,  I s t a y e d  i n  
Chu Lai t h a t  a f t e rnoon  and h e  unders tood t h a t  I made my t r i p  
from Saigon t o  Danang t o  Chu L a i .  I t r i e d  t o  g e t  some 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  g e t  back.  I was n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  a i r -
p l a n e  s i t u a t i o n  t h e n ,  s o  I g o t  t o  Chu L a i  t o  see i f  I could  
g e t  the h e l i c o p t e r  company t o  g i v e  m e  a r i d e  w i th  t h e  evac-
u a t i o n  u n i t  t h a t ' t h e y  had,  They used t o  make a t r i p  t o  Quang 
Ngai every  a f t e r n o o n  and every  morning, s o  I thought  o n  one 
o f  t h o s e  f l i g h t s  I could g e t  back t o  Quang Ngai. H e  t o l d  me 
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h e  made a t r i p  t o  Chu L a i  t o  s e e  i f  I was i n  Chu L a i ,  b e - .  
cause  h e  was q u i t e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l e a v i n g  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  t o  
Bangkok o r  t h e  p l a c e  where h e  was going. The very day t h a t  
I came back t o  Son Tinh,  t hen  t h e  same a f t e r n o o n  L ieu tenan t  
DAWKINS took him t o  Chu L a i .  Then w e  unders tood he  g o t  some 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  g e t  t o  Danang, t o  t h e  R&R Cente r .  H e  had 
made some arrangements.  I t ' s  coming back t o  me now. When 
he  went t o  Danang, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he  made t h e  t r i p  t o  Bangkok. 
I t h i n k  h e  c o u l d n ' t  make t h e  a i r p l a n e ;  t h a t ' s  what I under-
s tood.  So h e  s t a y e d  i n  Danang a few days and came back.  
And then  h e  took  ano the r  R&R t o  Bangkok. So t h a t ' s  a l l  I 
can recall. 

Q. W e l l ,  t h a t  h e l p s  p u t  t h e  days t o g e t h e r .  Now 
coming back t o  t h e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  came t o  you t o  g e t  i n fo rma t ion  
about t h e  11 A p r i l  l e t te r  o r  r e p o r t ,  can you r e c a l l  who it 
w a s  who made t h a t  r e q u e s t  t o  you? 

A. A s  I t o l d  General  PEERS b e f o r e ,  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  
came from province  i n  t h e  r e g u l a r  m a i l .  W e  used t o  make a  
t r i p  t o  p rov ince  t o  p i c k  up t h e  correspondence t o  t h e  message 
c e n t e r  and p i c k  up t h i s  i n fo rma t ion ,  I mean a l l  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  
and l e t t e r s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e .  W e l l  t o  m e  
it seemed t h a t  it was handled i n  a  r o u t i n e  manner, because 
t h i s  came t o  m e  i n  a l e t t e r ,  f o r  me t o  g e t  i n fo rma t ion  and 
s e n t  it back. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  Colonel  GREEN o r  anyone t h e r e  
c a l l e d  m e  on t h a t  day t o  g e t  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  back. 

Q. I unders tand.  So you t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  a w r i t t e n  
r e q u e s t  t o  you t o  g e t  t h i s  in format ion?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  This  i s  t h e  one h e r e .  T h i s  is  t h e  
le t ter  t h a t  came back t o  m e  w i t h  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  f o r  me t o  
g e t  in format ion  and send it back t o  prov ince .  So t h a t ' s  what 
I d id .  

Q. Now, do you recal l  i n  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  of  
1 4  A p r i l  whether you had any a s s i s t a n c e  i n  p r e p a r i n g  i t ?  

A. No, sir .  Because I ' m  a good t y p i s t  myself and 
normally i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  I used t o  make a l l  t h o s e  t y p e  of  
r e p o r t s ,  h e l p i n g  Major GAVIN. A f t e r  I t a l k e d  t o  L ieu tenan t  
TAN, I went r i g h t  away, because they  wanted t h i s  in format ion  
back. I made t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  and s e n t  it back t o  p rov ince  
f o r  them t o  pursue  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  I suppose.  I mean a f t e r  what 
happened t h e r e ,  a f t e r  t h a t  happened, I d o n ' t  know. 
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Q.  Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  paper  wi th  
which you s e n t  t h a t  back t o  p rov ince?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q I would assume t h a t  you prepared  t h e  s t a t emen t  
and then  you had a memorandum t h a t  would have t h e  person t o  
whom it was addressed  on it. That you would send i t  back 
t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  person a t  prov ince .  What I am t r y i n g  t o  
g e t  h e r e ,  i f  w e  cou ld ,  was t h e  l i n k  as t o  how and t o  whom 
you s e n t  it back a t  prov ince?  

A. Normally t h i n g s  of  t h i s  m a t t e r  h e r e  w e  s e n t  them 
w i t h  one o f  t h e  N C O 1 s .  He took them s t r a i g h t  t o  t h e  admin 
o f f i c e  t h e r e  f o r  them t o  g i v e  them probably t o  Colonel  GREEN, 
t hen  t o  Colonel  G U I N N .  It w a s  t h a t  impor tan t .  So I f i g u r e d  
t h a t  a l l  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  went back t o  him probably went 
through Colonel  GREEN. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  e x a c t l y  b u t  I say 
t h a t  Colonel  GREEN would have had some knowledge of  t h i s ,  be-
cause  he  was t h e  one who handled  a l l  t h e s e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
t h i n g s .  H e  must know and a l s o  Major GAVIN, because a f t e r  h e  
came back I gave him a copy o f  t h i s .  I exp la ined  t h i s  t o  him, 
and I a l s o  asked him i f  h e  wanted t o  pursue it t o  g e t  more 
d e t a i l s  o r  perhaps  p repa re  an o p e r a t i o n  t o  go i n  and check 
what t h e s e  people  were a l l e g i n g .  

(2 What d i d  he  s ay  t o  t h a t ?  

A. I t  seems t o  me no a c t i o n  was t a k e n ,  s o  s i n c e  he 
was my s u p e r i o r  o f f i c e r ,  I cannot  do any more. 

I 0  : You i n d i c a t e d ,  M r .  RODRIGUEZ, t h a t  they  were i n  
a h u r r y  t o  g e t  t h i s  r e p o r t  back? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q How d i d  you g e t  t h i s  degree  of  urgency? How was 
t h i s  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  you? 

A .  There  was a p o l i c y  t h e r e  t h a t  a l l  t h e  r e p o r t s  
had t o  be  prepared  i n  2 4  hours .  A s  soon as we had a r e p o r t  
t h a t  w a s  n o t  t h e r e  i n  t ime ,  t hen  Colonel  GREEN used t o  c a l l  
on the r a d i o  s a y i n g ,  "Send me t h i s  r e p o r t  r i g h t  away; I need 
t o  g e t  t h i s  t o  Colonel  G U I N N .  I' P robably t h a t ' s  t h e  way i t  
happened. That  was j u s t  a normal p o l i c y  f o r  us t o  work t h i s  
way, s o  t h a t  a l l  t h e  m a t t e r s  t h a t  had some importance would 
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b e  taken  c a r e  o f ,  because most o f  t h e  t i m e  we were on op- 
e r a t i o n s .  

a.  Would you by chance,  among o t h e r  pape r s  you have 
a t  home, your  n o t e s  and s o  f o r t h ,  would you have any n o t e s  
w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  what you go t  a t  p rov ince  and s o  f o r t h  on 
t h a t ?  What you s e n t  back? You r ece ived  a l e t t e r  o f  t r a n s -
m i t t a l  t o  send you t h i s ,  e v i d e n t l y  t o  t e l l  you what t o  do and 
t h e n  you had t o  w r i t e  something t o  g i v e  them t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  
i n  compliance w i t h  such  and such ,  and such and such? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  I know what y o u ' r e  l e a d i n g  t o .  Probably 
I had t o  do t h a t ,  y e s ,  s i r .  S ta tements  l i k e  t h i s ,  I had 
r eco rds  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  t h e r e .  I k e p t  good r e c o r d s  o f  every-  
t h i n g  t h a t  happened i n c l u d i n g  t h e  l e t t e r s ,  cop ie s  o f  t h e  l e t -
ters wi th  t h e  cover l e t t e r s  of  t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s ,  and a l l  t h e  
t h i n g s  h e r e .  I t  would be  ve ry ,  very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  m e  to  
i n d i c a t e .  I probably d i d ,  I t  was m y  p o l i c y  and my h a b i t  t o  
make a cover  l e t t e r  f o r  t h i s  and make an e x p l a n a t i o n  back to  
t h e  province.  

Q- Y e s .  Do you remember when you made your  report 
t h a t  you made it i n  s e v e r a l  cop ie s?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Normally I used t o  make t h r e e  cop ie s .  

Q. Three cop ie s?  

A. Normally I have t h r e e  cop ie s ,  two t o  go t o  t h e  
headqua r t e r s ,  and one t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  

Q. Y e s ,  now you 'd  send  t h e  o r i g i n a l  and one onion 
s k i n ?  

A .  One onion s k i n .  

Q. Yes, forward? 

A. Forward, r i g h t ,  s i r .  

Q. Yes, and YOU would s i q n  bo th  cop ie s?  

A .  I s igned  b o t h  cop ie s .  I had two cop ie s  going 
a l l  t h e  t i m e  t o  t h e  admin o f f i c e ,  and I could s a y  I had good 
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knowledge o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  and I t r i e d  t o  keep t h e  t h i n g s  
i n  t h e r e ,  s o  a l l  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion  was q u i t e  up t o  d a t e  when 
I l e f t .  

Q You s a i d  a couple  o f  t i m e s  about  your  knowledge
of  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  I n  your  background had you had some 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  t r a i n i n g ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  Before I came i n  t h e  Army I w a s  a 
t e a c h e r .  Then I vo lun tee red  t o  become a r e g u l a r  Army s o l d i e r  
w i t h  t h e  65 th  I n f a n t r y .  I s t a y e d  i n  t h e  Army f o r  t h e s e  
2 0  y e a r s  a s  a p r i v a t e ,  and then  I became a c a p t a i n  through 
t h e  ranks .  Through a l l  t h i s  t ime I w a s  a f i r s t  s e r g e a n t ,  I 
was a c t i n g  s e r g e a n t  major. I w a s  personne l  s e r g e a n t .  I was 
i n  communications. 

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  You've answered my q u e s t i o n .  I know 
e x a c t l y .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. So you knew m i l i t a r y  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ?  

A. Very w e l l ,  sir. And I w a s  a company commander 
f o r  2 y e a r s ,  abou t  a y e a r  and a h a l f .  I was commended f o r  
my a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w i t h  the company, s o  I suppose i t  was 
good. I had two companies a t  one t i m e  r a t h e r  t han  one.  

MR MACCRATE: So t h a t  when you l e f t  t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  you l e f t  the f i l e s  i n  p r e t t y  good shape? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  real f i n e  shape.  A s  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  
I c leaned  the whole a rea .  For a combat zone l i k e  t h a t ,  we 
had a e x c e l l e n t  f i l i n g  system i n  t h e  dugout.  W e  had a very 
f i n e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  because I used t o  work i n  t h e  
Army h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  n o t  o n l y  i n  USARSO, b u t  i n  t h e  3d Army 
headqua r t e r s  a s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  s e r g e a n t ,  a l s o .  

Q . Did you have i n  t h e  s e c t o r  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  i n  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  you had,  d i d  you have some f i l e s  t h e r e ?  You a l s o  
had same f i l e s  i n  ano the r  dugout down below? 

A. No, s ir ,  w e  b rought  a l l  t h e  f i l e s  i n  t h e  dugout.  
- But w e  had t h e  bunker ,  because w e  dug i n  and w e  had a c o n c r e t e  

t y p e  bunker i n  o u r  headqua r t e r s  t h e r e .  W e  had t h e s e  f i l e s  
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by t h e  comrno c e n t e r  j u s t  t o  have eve ry th ing  t o g e t h e r  and 
s a f e .  W e  were e x p e c t i n g  s o  many t h i n g s  eve ry  n i g h t .  W e  
c o u l d n ' t  burn t h e  whole f i l e  a l l  a t  one t i m e ,  s o  t h e y  were 
c l o s e  t o  t h e  r a d i o .  When t h e  radioman g o t  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  
a l l  we had t o  do i s  g e t  t h e  grenade ,  pu t  it i n  t h e r e ,  and 
it would b e  des t royed .  

Q. I t h i n k  l a t e r  on t h i s  morning I may a sk  you 
t o  j u s t  w r i t e  o u t  how somebody might go t o  where t h o s e  
f i l e s  a r e  l o c a t e d .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- W e  have had people  look through t h e  f i l e s  a t  
Son Tinh and we have found no r e f e r e n c e  of t h i s .  But 
whether t h e y  have been i n  t h e  f i l e s  i n  t h e  bunker o r  n o t ,  
I do n o t  know. But I would l i k e  f u r  you t o ,  i n  as s h o r t  
a d e s c r i p t i o n  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  t e l l  them where t hey  are i n  t h e  
bunker? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  W e l l ,  s i r ,  w e  had on ly  one f i l e  cab- 
i n e t  and t h a t  was i n s i d e  t h e  bunker by t h e  r a d i o ,  t h e r e  
was no o t h e r  p l a c e  where we k e p t  a l l  t h e s e  f i l e s .  There  
w e r e  no o t h e r  r e f e r e n c e s  o r  no o t h e r  p l a c e s .  They w e r e  a l l  
i n  one p l a c e .  I f  someone asked anyone i n  t h e r e  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  
f i l e s ,  t hey  a l l  knew t h a t  t hey  w e r e  a l l  i n  t h a t  p l a c e .  R igh t  
i n  t h e r e  on t h e  ground, because o u r  bunker was underground. 

Q Yes, w e l l  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  we were t h e r e ,  a t  t h e  
p r e s e n t  t i m e  t hey  a r e  en joy ing  be ing  on t h e  s u r f a c e  i n s t e a d  
of  i n  t h e  bunker.  I ' m  n o t  s ay ing  t h a t  they  d o n ' t  use  t h e  
bunker,  b u t  f o r  o f f i c e  space  and working they  a r e  u s ing  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  on t h e  h i l l .  

A .  Must b e  s a f e  now, s ir .  

Q. I w i l l  s ay  f o r  your b e n e f i t  t h a t  you 'd  be  amazed 
a t  t h e  p rog res s  which has  been made i n  Quang Ngai and more 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  I t h i n k  you 'd  f i n d  it 
most g r a t i f y i n g .  I t h i n k  you can be  proud o f  what you might 
have c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  it. 

A .  Thank you. 

MR MACCRATE: Aftex you r e p o r t e d  on t h i s  t o  Major GAVIN, do 
you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  s u b j e c t  e v e r  be ing  r e t u r n e d  
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h e  was s o  busy a t  t h a t  t i m e  w i t h  t r y i n g  t o  defend h imse l f  and 
do what he  had t o  do t o  r ecove r  t h e  coun t rys ide  t h a t  t h i s  seemed 
somewhat unimportant .  

A .  Could have been p o s s i b l e .  

Q- Y e s .  So he ,  i n  t h a t  s e n s e ,  agreed w i t h  t h e  words 
"d id  n o t  p l a c e  much importance upon t h i s . "  But it i s  n o t  t h e  
in format ion  t h a t  h e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  he  w a s  r e f e r r i n g  t o .  H e  
had g o t t e n  t h i s  in format ion  from t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  and h e  f e l t  
t h a t  it maybe could  be  some VC propaganda c e r t a i n l y ,  because 
it was coming from VC c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a .  But he  knew M r .  LUYEN 
and had t a l k e d  t o  him and g o t t e n  a  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  from him. 
And one t h i n g  which we do no t  have now, b u t  which h e  i n d i c a t e d  
he d i d  have,  was a l i s t  o f  t h e  peop le ,  b u t  h e  w a s  n o t  a b l e  t o  
f i n d  t h a t  i n  h i s  records .  But h e  d i d  f i n d  f o r  us a copy o f  
t h i s  r e p o r t  o f  11 A p r i l ,  and some o t h e r  pape r s .  

He i s  n o t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  any longe r .  He i s  
t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r ,  and he  could  n o t  go back t o  t h e  f i l e s .  
I had t o  mention t h i s  t o  t h e  new p rov ince  c h i e f  who s a i d ,  "I 
w i l l  send him back,  " and he  d i d ,  a long  w i t h  one o f  o u r  o f f i c e r s .  
They found t h e  papers  t h e y  w e r e  l ook ing  f o r  w i th  t h e  excep t ion  
of some of t h e  s t a t i s t i c s .  So w e  have had q u i t e  a  b i t  o f  t i m e  
wi th  Dai-Uy TAN and wi th  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f .  H e  has  changed, 
t o o ,  f o r  your  i n fo rma t ion .  W e  s a w  Colonel  K H I E N  t h e  day be- 
f o r e  h e  moved from Quang Ngai p rov ince  t o  Quang T r i  Province 
where he  i s  now t h e  prov ince  c h i e f .  

A. H e  i s  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A .  W e l l ,  s i r ,  see t h i s ,  every  c o n t e n t  o f  t h i s  s t a t e -
ment h e r e  I d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  Capta in  TAN, a t  t h e  t i m e  L i e u t e n a n t  
TAN. He knew about  t h i s .  Ac tua l ly  I gave t h i s  t o  him: "Look 
i s  t h i s  what you want o r  do you want t o  have an o p e r a t i o n ,  t o  
go t h e r e  t o  check t h e s e  d e t a i l s ,  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion .  A r e  you 
s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t . "  T h a t ' s  what I s a i d ,  "This i s  
t h e  one I ' m  going t o  send back t o  t h e  prov ince ."  Now i t ' s  up 
t o  p rov ince  t o  pursue t h i s  m a t t e r  i f  t hey  want t o  do it. A t  
t h e  t ime a s  you mentioned, s i r ,  we w e r e  q u i t e  busy.  I t ' s  
t r u e .  We were going back t o  g e t  t h i s  area t h a t  w e  had l o s t .  
We had many o t h e r  t h i n g s  going on. I f  h e  d i d n ' t  t r y  t o  do 
any more, it seems t o  m e ,  t h e r e  was no th ing  w e  cou ld  do about  it. 
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He probably t o l d  you t h a t  I d i scussed  t h i s  w i t h  him, and I gave 
t h i s  in format ion .  

Q. H e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h e  t a l k e d  t o  you about  i t ,  and 
he  s a w  you wi th  it i n  t h e  t y p e w r i t e r .  

A .  Right ,  s i r .  We a c t u a l l y  took t h i s  t o g e t h e r .  I 
typed it f o r  him, you know. I typed  i t  wi th  him and s a i d ,  
"Look, it s e e m s  t o  m e  we must b e  concerned about  it. W e  
must- do something about  t h i s  i f  you f e e l  t h a t  w e  should."  
But as I s a i d  h e  r ead  t h e  s t a t e m e n t .  T h a t ' s  what h e  wanted 
me t o  say  and I s e n t  it back t o  prov ince  f o r  them t o  t r y  t o  
g e t  more in format ion  perhaps ,  o r  g e t  wi th  t h e  o t h e r  peop le  
i n  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  and g e t  an answer t o  t h i s .  hat's 
a l l  I can say.  

Q M r .  RODRIGUEZ, I have h e r e  ano the r  document which 
I would l i k e  t o  r e f e r  t o  you. I t ' s  from t h e  G 2  T a c t i c a l  Zone 
1 2  t o  Quang Ngai S e c t o r ,  s i gned  o f f  by t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f  o f  
t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n ,  L ieu t enan t  Colonel Pham Cao DONG f o r  
Colonel  TOAN, t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. W e  have it e n t e r e d  
i n t o  o u r  r eco rd  a s  E x h i b i t  M-32. I would ask i f  you have 
e v e r  s een  t h i s ,  o r  h a s  anybody e v e r  r e f e r r e d  such in fo rma t ion  
t o  you, o r  made it known t o  you? 

(Witness r ece ived  and reviewed document. ) 

A.  The t r a n s l a t i o n  h e r e ?  

Q. Yes, y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  i n  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  b l o c k ,  y o u ' l l  
s e e  t h e  d a t e ?  

A. 15 Apr i l .  

Q. 1 5  A p r i l  1968. 

A .  No, sir ,  I h a v e n ' t  s een  t h i s .  

Q. Was t h a t  in format ion  e v e r  c a l l e d  t o  your  a t t e n t i o n  
r ead ing  what i s  d i r e c t e d  i n  t h e  message? 

A. N O ,  sir .  

Q a You see it s a y s ,  "Request  s e c t o r  conduct  ano the r  
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i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I n  even t  r e p o r t  i s  n o t  t r u e ,  i n s t r u c t  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  t o  r e c t i f y  t h e  above r e p o r t .  I f  c o r r e c t  r e p o r t  t o  G2, 
2d Div is ion .  This  headqua r t e r s  w i l l  i n t e r v e n e . "  

A. No, s i r ,  never  came t o  m e .  I ' m  p o s i t i v e  o f  t h i s .  
I ' d  l i k e  t o  c o r r e c t  t h a t ,  s i r .  I mean i f  t h i s  came I d i d n ' t  
have any knowledge. 

Q. W e l l  t h a t ' s  a l l - - I ' m  on ly  a s k i n g  what you know. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- W e  unders tand t h a t  l a t e r  on t h e r e  were some opera-
t i o n s  conducted o u t  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  Do you r e c a l l  o p e r a t i o n s  
be ing  conducted h e r e  f o r  t h e  purpose o f  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  
what may have happened i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) ,  o r  i n  Tu Cung, o r  Co Luy? 

A. Nor s i r ,  I don ' t .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  an o p e r a t i o n  be ing  conducted by two 
R F  group headqua r t e r s  a long  i n  about  t h e  middle o f  June? 

A. They had s e v e r a l  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e r e .  They d i d  have 
s e v e r a l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  b u t  t h e  purpose of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  I d o n ' t  . 
r e c a l l ,  because a f t e r  t h a t  t hey  normally were o p e r a t i n g  r i g h t  
t h e r e  on t h e  e a s t  coas t .  '1hatis when they  wanted t o  g e t  ail 
t h e  PF p l a t o o n s  and make them i n t o  companies. And they  were 
t r y i n g  t o  work, n o t  as a company, b u t  as b a t t a l i o n s .  

Q. Y e s ,  t h a t  was a group o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

A .  A group o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t hen  they  s o r t  o f  went o u t  
and t r i ed  t o  t e s t  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  But I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what 
t h e  purpose o f  any one of t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  w a s  t o  check t h i s .  

Q g  W e l l ,  you r e c a l l  some o f  t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  I ' m  
s u r e  t h a t  you remember t h e r e  was an o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  one o f  t h e  
groups t h a t  had moved up wi th  m o s t  of  i t s  t r o o p s  from Quang Ngai, 
from t h e  Quang Ngai C i t y  a r e a  t o  r e e s t a b l i s h  t h e  o u t p o s t  on 
H i l l  85? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I remember t h a t .  

Q. You probably  remember t h e  co lo red  o f f i c e r  t h a t  
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headed t h e  MATS team with t h a t  group, Major FORD? 

A. I remember, t h a t  was Major FORD. 

Q Did you work p r e t t y  c l o s e l y  with him? 

A. No, s i r .  He came severa l  t imes ,  because he w a s  
supposed t o  check our  RE' and PF t r a i n i n g .  But normally he 
worked with province.  See,  i n  t h e  opera t ion  o rde r s  they at-
tached o r  they formed t h e s e  RF companies and they  took t h e  
command ou t  of Captain TAN and gave it t o  t h i s  new commander 
of t h e  companies. 

Q. Group commander? 

A. The group commander. And s i n c e  then w e  a c t u a l l y  
d i d n ' t  go out  much, because of the  f a c t  we d i d n ' t  have any 
t roops  l e f t ,  maybe t h r e e  o r  four  platoons.  

Q. You took ca re  of revolu t ionary  development kind 
of a c t i v i t i e s ,  p a c i f i c a t i o n .  

A. The small  t h i n g s ,  t h a t  ' s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r ,  and t r a i n -
. i n g  of t h e  PF. 

Q. The opera t ion  i n  June I t h i n k  y o u ' l l  remember, be-
cause t h a t  was during t h e  per iod  t h a t  Colonel BARKER was 
k i l l e d .  

A. I r e c a l l  h i s  h e l i c o p t e r ,  two h e l i c o p t e r s  c o l l i d i n g .  

Q.' H i t t i n g  wi th  an 0-2? 

A. Yesl s ir .  

Q - 0-2 and a h e l i c o p t e r  co l l ided?  

A. Right ,  c o l l i d e d .  And he and h i s  S2 and some 
o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  died.  I r e c a l l  t h a t  ope ra t ion .  

Q. You weren ' t  d i r e c t l y  a s soc ia ted?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. Were you f a m i l i a r  with any of t h e  Vie t  Cong pro-
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paganda t h a t  came o u t  about  t h i s  t ime which may have i n d i c a t e d  
something unusual  happening i n  Son Tinh? I have two t h i n g s  
which I ' d  l i k e  t o  show you t o  s e e  i f  t h e s e  by chance were e v e r  
c a l l e d  t o  your  a t t e n t i o n .  I have h e r e  an a t tachment  t o  E x h i b i t  
R-1, which i s  a p i e c e  of  V i e t  Cong propaganda. I unders tand  
t h i s  came o u t  i n  b r o a d c a s t  form and was then  p u t  down on paper .  
here's only  two pages .  The f i r s t  page i s  somewhat t y p i c a l  

V i e t  Cong propaganda i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  i t ' s  broad  and sweeping, 
b u t  when you g e t  t o  t h e  second page y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  it 
changes i t s  t e n o r .  

(Witness r ece ived  and reviewed t h e  document.) 

A. No, s i r .  I don ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. Not a t  a l l ,  s i r .  Some of  t h e s e  t h i n g s  came t o  t h e  
S2, t o  o u r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  sometime. H e  handled t h e s e  t h i n g s .  

. Q. T h i s  i s  n o t  a p i e c e  o f  propaganda,  M r .  RODRIGUEZ. 
This i s  a n o t i c e  by t h e  Quang Ngai Na t iona l  L i b e r a t i o n  F ron t  
Committee d a t e d  2 8  March 1968 ( E x h i b i t  M - 3 5 ) .  Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  
t h e  Vietnamese v e r s i o n  about  f o u r  pages  back,  it has  a r a t h e r  
unusual  head ing ,  "Thong Cao." Do you remember s e e i n g  any th ing  
l i k e  t h a t ?  

A .  N o ,  s ir .  

0. Would you j u s t  t a k e  a qu ick  look  a t  t h i s  document 
and see i f  you've p o s s i b l y  s een  such a document. Have you 
ever seen  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

(Witness r ece ived  and reviewed t h e  document.) 

A. No, s i r .  A s  I s a i d  b e f o r e  t hey  a l l  came i n  a package 
from t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  people ,  and t h e y  had a group i n  t h e r e  and 
they came t o  L i e u t e n a n t  DAWKINS. H e  took it down t o  t h e  o f f i c e  
o r  took  some a c t i o n  on t h o s e  t h i n g s .  I d i d n ' t  e v e r  g e t  i nvo lved  
i n  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. W e l l ,  h e  would have t o  r e l y  upon a t r a n s l a t o r ,  
wouldn 't he?  

A. Yes, s i r .  
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Q- A f t e r  a l l  u n l e s s  you r ead  and w r i t e  t h e  language,  
t h i s  would be almost  meaningless .  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  sir. I d i d n ' t  g e t  much o f  t h a t  
Vietnamese. 

Q. I have j u s t  a few more q u e s t i o n s  I ' d  l i k e  t o  a sk  
you. On 16 March 1968, it was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  S2 o f  Task 
Force  Barker ,  Capta in  KOTOUC, s topped  by Son Tinh Dis t r i c t  
headqua r t e r s  and p icked  up t h r e e  Na t iona l  Policemen and f i v e  
ARVN, an o f f i c e r ,  an NCO, and t h r e e  e n l i s t e d  personne l .  I t  
w a s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e r  w a s  a  L ieu t enan t  ANH, A-N-H. 
Do you know him? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  name. 

Q. There i s  a l i t t l e  confusion h e r e  because t h e  name 
ANH comes up on ly  i n  connec t ion  wi th  going up and p i c k i n g  up 
some l o o t ,  you might s a y ,  i n  t h e  form of  b o o t s  a f t e r  t h e  op-
e r a t i o n .  But i n  d i s c u s s i n g  it w e  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  one t h a t  d i d  
accompany t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was a  L ieu tenan t  DUC. 

A. Oh, L ieu t enan t  DUC, I d i d  know. Yes, s i r .  H e  w a s  
t h e  S2 of  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  S2. 

Q. Y e s ,  now do you remember t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  when t h e y  
came down and .p i cked  up t h e s e  people  a t  d i s t r i c t ?  

A. S i r ,  t h i s  w a s  t h e  p o l i c y  f o r  us t o  p rov ide  them 
w i t h  t h e s e  gu ides  and t h i s  used t o  happen normally every  
t i m e  t hey  had an o p e r a t i o n .  So t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t  
would be  very  ha rd  f o r  me t o  remember. 

Not any d i f f e r e n t  t han  any o t h e r ?  

A. No, s i r ,  because sometimes they  used t o  a sk  us 
f o r  two, sometimes f o r  t h r e e ,  sometimes f o u r .  D i f f e r e n t  
requi rements .  There w e r e  s e v e r a l ,  and f o r  us t h i s  was 
a c t u a l l y  r o u t i n e  every  t i m e  t h a t  Colonel  BARKER o r  someone 
else t h e r e  c a l l e d ,  "We need two men, w e ' l l  p i c k  them up i n  5 
minutes o r  13 mintes  zr rnaySe tomorrow norn ing  a t  0 6 0 0 . "  A l l  
w e  had t o  do i s  c a l l .  .I t a l k e d  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  g o t  t h e  
people  and took  them down t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and go. 

Q. Did you have Na t iona l  Policemen, o r  d i d  you have 
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~ a t i o n a lPo l i ce  F i e l d  Force a t  t h a t  t ime,  March 1968? 

A.  March 1968. The d i s t r i c t  had some National  Pol ice-
men a t t ached  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  and Captain TAN had con t ro l  of  
those  people.  And i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  two of them, because they  
used t o  d r e s s  i n  black pajamas many t imes ,  o r  sometimes they went 
dressed  t h e  same a s  t h e  u n i t  they were wi th .  I t  a l l  depends on 
t h e  opera t ion .  Now i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  two National  Po l i ce  
had gone during t h i s  opera t ion .  

Q If Lieutenant  DUC took an NCO and took t h r e e  
e n l i s t e d  men, where would he g e t  those?  Would those  be RF 
o r  what would they be? 

A. He had an i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e c t i o n  ac tua l ly- -

Q *  ( In te rpos ing)  Oh, he  had an i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e c t i o n ,  
an i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e c t i o n  too? 

A.  Actual ly  on paper.  I say on paper ,  because they  
. d i d n ' t  use them as  an i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e c t i o n .  One was t h e  d i s -

t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  d r i v e r .  The o t h e r  one was working some o t h e r  
p lace  and s o  f o r t h .  But when they have t h e  need t o  do t h i s ,  
Lieutenant  DUC would go i n t o  t h e  s e c u r i t y  fo rces  they had 
f o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  headquarters  and p ick  up so many men 
and t ake  them with him. 

Q Yes. Well, do you remember t h a t  Lieutenant  DUC 
wore a 2d ARVN Division shoulder  patch? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I r e c a l l  t h a t ,  because a f t e r  t h a t  he 
was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion.  

Q Yes, But a t  t h e  time he was t h e r e  a t  d i s t r i c t ,  d i d  
he wear t h e  2d Divis ion patch? 

A, N O ,  s ir .  

Q How about t h e  o t h e r  people t h a t  were on s e c u r i t y ?  

A. No, s ir .  That was one of  our  p la toons  and i f  I 
r e c a l l  now, because I knew a l l  t h e  numbers of  t h e s e  people.  
That was platoon number 36 and t h a t  w a s  a s p e c i a l  p la toon.  
What they  d i d  was t h i s .  They took a l l  t h e  people who were 
incapable  of  performing d u t i e s ,  l i k e  wounded people and a few 
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o t h e r s ,  s i c k  people ,  and they  formed a s p e c i a l  p l a t o o n  t o  
defend t h e  d i s t r i c t  headqua r t e r s .  Among t h e s e  peop le ,  t hey  
had some c l o s e  t o  L ieu tenan t  TAN. H e  had conf idence  i n  t h e s e  
people  f o r  s e c u r i t y ,  b u ~o the rwi se ,  t hey  w e r e  a l l  PF pe r sonne l ,  
no ARVN o r  RE', t h e y  w e r e  a l l  P F ' s .  

Q. We've done a l o t  o f  t a l k i n g  h e r e  t h i s  morning. 
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Aside from what you had been t o l d  by p rov ince ,  t h e  p rov ince  
adv i so r  group t o  check i n t o  t h i s ,  were you e v e r  aware t h a t  
ARVN was conduct ing an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A. No, s i r ,  no. The impress ion  I had was t h a t  Lieu- 
t e n a n t  TAN s e n t  t h i s  l e t t e r  t o  p rov ince ,  and p rov ince  g o t  into 
t h e  p i c t u r e .  The s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  of t h e  p rov ince  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
s e n t  t h i s  l e t t e r  back t o  us t o  g e t  in format ion  and g e t  w i t h  
t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  and s e e  what happened, what was t h e  problem. 
That  was it. Ac tua l ly  I never  f i g u r e d  i n  my mind t h a t  
t hey  were i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h i s  themselves .  

Q. How about  t h e  Americans? Did you e v e r  t h i n k  t h e  
Americans were i n v e s t i g a i n g  i t ,  t h e  11 th  Br igade ,  or  t h e  
Americal D i v i s i o n ,  o r  anybody? Anybody e v e r  come around t o  
t a l k  t o  you about  i t ?  

A. N O ,  s i r ,  n o t  t o  m e .  

Q. Ever h e a r  any rumors o r  t a l k i n g ?  

A. No, sir.  Perhaps i f  t h i s  happened t h a t  w a s  be-
tween t h e  prov ince  headqua r t e r s  and t h e  Americal D i v i s i o n ,  
b u t  I d i d n ' t  have any knowledge of t h i s  happening. 

Q - I ' v e  g o t  one o t h e r  ma t t e r  t h a t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  check 
w i t h  you on. I t h i n k  you may know something about  it. I ' d  
l i k e  t o  t a k e  you back to H i l l  8 5 .  One of t h e  cornpafiles t h a t  
was p u t  on 85 w a s  r e p o r t e d  t o  have been a Montagnard company, 
RF. 
A. I r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q .  And t h i s  wcxld have been under Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  
W e  unders tand  t h a t  sometime i n  t h e  summer o r  it could  have 
been perhaps  even i n  June o f  1968. June,  I b e l i e v e ,  i s  t h e  
t i m e  t h a t  t h i s  Montagnard company was a t t a c k e d  by t h e  VC o r  
perhaps t h e  48th  Local  Force  B a t t a l i o n  on H i l l  85. They 
s u f f e r e d  some c a s u a l t i e s ,  t h e  Montagnard company. I b e l i e v e  
i t s  company number was decided t o  be--as I r e c a l l  it w a s  232 
o r  283. The Montagnard s u f f e r e d  some c a s u a l t i e s  and they  
had some of  t h e l r  people  abducted. Some of  t h e  K F  s o l d i e r s  
and a l s o  q u i t e  a few women and c h i l d r e n  who had moved o u t  on 
t h e  h i l l  w i t h  them, i n t o  t h e  bunker system,  maybe a s  many as  
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75 t o  80 o r  more. And t h a t  t hey  w e r e  never  hea rd  o f  s i n c e ,  
e i t h e r  abducted o r  murdered. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A. S i r ,  I r eca l ;  t h e  p l a c e  and w e  had two companies, 
Montagnard companies. L e t ' s  s e e ,  t h e r e  was one w e s t  and one 
w a s  r i g h t  i n  t h e  same headqua r t e r s  where we w e r e ,  p r o t e c t i n g  
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  guns t h a t  w e  had i n  t h e r e ,  f o u r  p i e c e s ,  and 
t h a t  was t h e i r  miss ion s p e c i f i c a l l y .  But when t h a t  happened 
I hea rd  t h a t  t hey  had some c a s u a l t i e s ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  g e t  any 
o t h e r  i n fo rma t ion  o u t s i d e  o f  t h a t .  I d i d n ' t  g e t  any i n f o r -
mation a t  a l l  t h a t  t hey  had been kidnapped o r  t hey  had k i l l e d  
women and c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  VC I mean. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any th ing  
l i k e  t h a t  happening a t  a l l .  

Well ,  t h a t  was a ' p o l i c y  'pf t h e  VC I can say  t h a t .  
We ' l l  come i n  and t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  w i l l  g e t  a new government 
v i l l a g e  c h i e f  o r  hamlet  c h i e f .  They would come i n  and k i l l  
t h e  fami ly  and k i l l  everyone o f  them. They came i n t o  t h e  
r e fugee  camps and took away a l l  t h e  young people ,  women, 
and a l l  t h e  people  t h a t  cou ld  work. T h a t ' s  where t hey  used 
t o  come, most o f  t h e  t i m e .  They'd j u s t  come and maybe even 
some o f  o u r  s o l d i e r s  t hey  j u s t  d i s appea r .  We never  found 
them. If t hey  went on t h e i r  own back t o  t h e  VC peop le ,  I 
c a n ' t  t e l l ,  b u t  I know t h a t  t hey  d i s a p p e a r  i n c l u d i n g  women, 
c h i l d r e n ,  and a l l  t h e  people  t h a t  cou ld  work. They came i n  
and grabbed them j u s t  l l k e  t h a t  and t h e r e  w a s  no th ing  w e  
cou ld  do because  of  t h e  f a c t  w e  w e r e  r i g h t  on t h a t  h i l l  t h e r e  
and we can a f f e r  no p r o t e c t i o n .  

Q. Y e s ,  I unders tand a l s o  e a s t  o f  t h e  c i t a d e l  a long
Highway 521 t h a t  a couple  of  PF o u t p o s t s  were overrun? 

A. Righ t ,  sir.  

Q. And t h e r e  were more than  a few women and c h i l d r e n  
who w e r e  k i l l e d  i n  t h i s  t o o ,  you remember t h a t ?  

A. I remember t h a t .  

Q You remember t h a t ,  Do you have any i d e a  of  how 
many women and c h i l d r e n  w e r e  k i l l e d  i n  t h a t  i n s t a n c e ?  

A. There  w e r e  a few, p robably  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  maybe. 
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  w e r e  many, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  number, 
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b u t  normally i n  a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  Vietnam, i n  a p l a c e  l i k e  
t h i s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  many c h i l d r e n ,  many women k i l l e d .  J u s t  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  o u r  s o l d i e r ,  o u r  people  whenever t hey  went i n ' t h e r e  
t hey  had t o  f i g h t .  I mean they  were f i g h t i n g  f o r  a l l i e s ,  
no q u e s t i o n  about  it. And b e f o r e  t hey  g e t  t o  someplace,  
t hey  g e t  s n i p e r  f i r e ,  and they  have t o  use  t h e  m o r t a r s ,  es-
p e c i a l l y  t h e  Vietnamese. Before  t hey  g o t  any o r d e r  t h e y  j u s t  
threw eve ry th ing  t h e y  had i n  t h e r e .  They had c h i l d r e n .  They 
had women. Many t i m e s  I grabbed them myself and took  them 
t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  and s e n t  them back f o r  medical  a t t e n t i o n .  
And t h e  V i e t  Cong a l s o  d i d  t h a t .  T h a t ' s  what t h e i r  p o l i c y  
w a s ,  every  n i g h t .  Every n i g h t  they  came i n ,  i n  t h e  a r e a  
and kidnapped somebody and took  them w i t h  them. Every 
t i m e ,  every  day w e  g e t  a r e p o r t  i n  Son My, i n  My L a i  a r e a ,  
even c l o s e  t o  o u r  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  t hey  j u s t  came i n  and 
took them w i t h  them. 

Q. Did they  k i l l  them? 

A. I c a n ' t  t e l l ,  b u t  I knew t h a t  t hey  grabbed them. 
The c h i e f ,  t hey  k i l l e d  him, t h e  family  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. Do you know of  any o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n  o u t  h e r e  now 
where t h e  VC, t h e  V i e t  Cong came i n  and may have k i l l e d  an 
i n o r d i n a t e l y  l a r g e  number of  women, c h i l d r e n ,  o l d  men and s o  
on a f t e r  about  March o r  A p r i l ?  

A. I r e c a l l  many, ve ry  many i n s t a n c e s  where some of  
t h e  o f f i c e r s  came t o  me o r  P F k  and t hey  mentjoned t o  me t h a t  
VC had k i l l e d  t h e i r  b r o t h e r s ,  and they  kidnapped them, and 
k i l l e d  them, and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  and a l l  t h i s  s o r t  of t h i n g .  

: 	 But we d i d n ' t  pay much importance t o  t h a t ,  because o f  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  it was a r e g u l a r  t h i n g  t h e r e .  They come i n  and grab  
what t hey  can and k i l l e d - -  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Well ,  I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about  t e r r o r -  
is t  a t t a c k s ,  M r .  RODRIGUEZ. I unders tand  t h a t .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  
about  something t h a t  might have been taken  i n  r e p r i s a l  f o r  
something. 

A. The on ly  i n c i d e n t  I r e c a l l  was c l o s e  t o  t h e  A m e r i c a 1  
D iv i s ion ,  n o r t h .  They came one n i g h t  i n  t h e r e  and they  kidnapped 
a l l  t h e  young people  t h a t  were i n  t h e r e .  I t h i n k  t h a t  was w e s t  . 
o f  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  Bunker H i l l  where t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade w a s  
s i t u a t e d ,  s i r .  

Q. The 1 1 t h  Brigade w a s  a t  Duc Pho. 
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A. Task Force Barker was r i g h t  here .  

Q =  Yes. 

A. And t h i s  i s  a s m a l l  v i l l a g e ,  here .  

Q. Y e s .  

A. A small  hamlet.  They came i n  one n i g h t  and they 
destroyed everyth ing ,  they took a l l  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  
t h a t  they  had i n  t h e r e .  Probably t h e  b a t t a l i o n ,  one of  t h e  
r e p o r t s  of t h e  b a t t a l i o n  probably say t h a t ,  because they a l -
most destroyed t h a t  t h i n g  and nothing we can do much. 

Q- What time was t h a t ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

A. That was e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning. 

Q What month? 

A. What month? That was a f t e r  probably Apr i l  o r  
May, sometime i n  A p r i l  or May. 

Q And wha t ' s  t h e  name of t h e  town t h a t  you ' r e  re -
f e r r i n g  t o ?  

A. Xuan Tay. 

Q. What i s  it as  you r e c a l l ,  how many d i d  they k i l l  
i n  t h e r e ?  

A. I know they  k i l l e d  many, b u t  I d o n ' t  know t h e  
f i g u r e s .  Probably Task Force Barker had some information on 
t h a t  i n c i d e n t .  

Q =  Task Force Barker was disbanded on t h e  9 t h  of  
April--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Another b a t t a l i o n  moved i n .  Yes, 
sir. 

Q. That was t h e  4 / 3 ,  i f  you r e c a l l .  

A .  Yes, s ir .  Well when t h e  4 /3  came i n ,  t h a t ' s  when 
t h i s  happened. 
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Q. That would have been i n  e a r l y  A p r i l  t hen  o r  *out 
t h e  middle of A p r i l ?  

A. I n  e a r l y  A p r i l  o r  maybe May. 

Q. A p r i l  o r  May. 

A. There might have been many o t h e r  i n c i d e n t s .  

Q. Well, M r .  RODRIGUEZ, I want t o  t e l l  you o f  how 
a p p r e c i a t i v e  I am of  you coming i n  and be ing  s o  open and can- 
d i d  w i th  us t h i s  morning. I f  based upon what we have t a l k e d  
about  h e r e  now, you remember anyth ing  t h a t  i s  i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o ,  o r  you might s a y ,  can add t o  anyth ing  t h a t  we've d i s -
cussed ,  we'd l i k e  very much t o  t a k e  advantage of  it. I f  you 
can n o t i f y  Major LYNN o r  t h i s  o f f i c e ,  Major LYNN w i l l  i n d i c a t e  
t o  you how t o  g e t  i n  touch w i t h  u s .  We'd l i k e  very  much t o  
be  a b l e  t o  do t h i s ,  i f  we can do t h i s ,  w i thou t  you a c t u a l l y  
hav ing  t o  come t o  Washington. O r  i f  you have any documents 
of any k i n d ,  I would ask  you t o  look through your  papers  t h a t  
you brought  home wi th  you t o  s e e  i f  you have anyth ing  l i k e  
t h o s e  w e  were t a l k i n g  about ,  t h o s e  r o u t i n g  s l i p s  and l e t t e r s  
o f  t r a n s m i t t a l ,  t o  s e e  i f  by chance you have any o f  t h o s e ,  
t o  look i n  your  f i l e  and s e e  i f  you have t h e  d a t e s  t h a t  you 
went t o  Saigon and in fo rma t ion  of t h a t  s o r t .  We'd l i k e  
ve ry  much t o  have t h a t  c a l l e d  back i n  t o  us  t o  v e r i f y ,  s o  w e  
can make it a m a t t e r  o f  t h e  record .  I f  you have any o t h e r  
d o z ~ i e n t s ,  photographs ,  msps oi- a i ~ y t l ~ l n gw h i c l i  would be o f  
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us p l e a s e  l e t  us know s o  w e  can have them, ar-
range t o  have them p icked  up. 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. I n  t h e  c a s e  w e  do t a k e  ariy documents from you, 
w e  w i l l  have them p h o t o s t a t e d ,  t r u e  copied and r e t u r n e d  t o  
you immediately.  

A. Yes, sir.  Ac tua l ly  I d o n ' t  have any o f f i c i a l  
documents, b u t  perhaps  I might have some d a t e s  o r  something 
o f  t h a t  n a t u r e .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  f i n e .  

A. S i r ,  I ' m  g l a d  t o  be  h e r e  and I hope I have he lped  
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you somehow. I have been a c t u a l l y  s i n c e r e  and t h i s  i s  what 
I knew a f t e r  2 2  months, and I hope t h i s  has  he lped  o u r  people  
somehow. 

Q W e ' l l  g i ve  you t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  ask any ques- 
t i o n s  t h a t  you 'd  l i k e  o r  if you'd like t o ,  t o  be able t o  e n t e r  
a s t a t e m e n t  i n t o  t h e  record .  

A. N O ,  sir. 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

1970.) 
(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t 1155 h o u r s ,  2 4  January 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: WILLOUGHBY, N e i l 1  J. MAJ 

DATE 3F TESTIMONY: 10 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: D i s t r i c t  Sen io r  Advisor ,  
Binh Son D i s t r i c t ,  Quang Ngai Province .  

TESTIMONY. 

Major WILLOUGHBY had no knowledge o f  Captain  RODRIGUEZ'S 
s t a t e m e n t  o r  t h e  a t tachments  t o  E x h i b i t  R-1  r ega rd ing  t h e  VC 
propaganda p e r t a i n i n g  t o  tne iviy i;ai ( 4 j o p e r a t i o n  ( p g s .  7 ,  8 ) .  
H e  had never  hea rd  o f  any th ing  unusual  o c c u r r i n g  t h e r e  
(pgs .  7 ,  8 ) .  WILLOUGHBY a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  L ieu t enan t  Colonel  

BARKER was an ou t s t and ing  o f f i c e r  who had shown compassion 
i n  avo id ing  c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  (pgs .  9 ,  1 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
a l s o  opined t h a t  Major CALHOUN was a f i n e  o f f i c e r  and t h e  
America1 Div i s ion  taken as a whole w a s  a f i n e  o u t f i t  
(pgs. 1 0 ,  12). 

1 SUM APP T-171 

FOR OFFICIAL USE - ONLY 
. -- 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 
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E X H I B I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

IHENDE'XON I s  R e p o r t  p i t  hgd never seen  ( 
-	 ( t r u e  copy of R-5) o r  heard about  t h e  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1546 hours ,  1 6  January 
1970.) 

10. The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  i s  Major N e i l l  J. WILLOUGHBY. 

(MAJ WILLOUGHBY was c a l l e d  as  a  wi tness ,  
was sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows:) 

Major WILLOUGHBY, f o r  t h e  record ,  w i l l  you p lease  
s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number, branch 
of s e r v i c e ,  o rgan iza t ion ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A. My name i s  Nei l1  Jack WILLOUGHBY, S o c i a l  Secur i ty  
number i s  , United S t a t e s  Army, I n f a n t r y .  
My s t a t i o n  i s  i n t r a n s i t  t o  MACV. 

RCDR: Major WILLOUGHBY, ! t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  
j o i n t l y  by t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  
United S t a t e s  Army f o r  t h e  purpose o f  determining f a c t s  and 
making f ind ings  and recommendations concerning: 

(1) t h e  adequzcy of ~ r i o rin%-esticjatkonsand 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  
t h e  chain of command, of what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  
t o  as  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968, and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  withholding of 
information by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and 
t o  f u r n i s h  information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  being conducted t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and circumstances of what happened 
a t  My La i .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  those  s p e c i f i c  purposes 
which I have j u s t  s t a t e d .  

General PEERS has  had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  him 
and has reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obta ined  i n  
o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of  t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t .  
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Your tes t imony w i l l  be t aken  under o a t h .  A 
verba t im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be  p repared .  A t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  
i s  be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verba t im n o t e s  b e i n g  ' 

taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  
r e p o r t  w i l l  b e  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t e s t i -  
mony, o r  p a r t s  o f  it, may l a t e r  become a matter o f  p u b l i c  
knowledge. 

I0: Major WILLOUGHBY, b e s i d e s  myse l f ,  t h e r e  are 
two i n d i v i d u a l s  a t  t h e  t a b l e  who may addres s  q u e s t i o n s  
t o  you. On my l e f t  i s  M r .  Robert  MACCRATE, who i s  a 
c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  
t o  S e c r e t a r y  RESOR t o  a s s i s t  me i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
and a l s o  t o  p rov ide  l e g a l  counsel  t o  me. On my r i g h t  
is  M r .  Jerome WALSH. M r .  WALSH i s  a l s o  a  c i v i l i a n  at-
to rney ,  and he  has  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s ,  a long  w i t h  
M r .  MACCRATE, t o  ass is t  us i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  W e  
have o t h e r  teams o f  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  o f f i c e r s  and c i v i l i a n s ,  
who a r e  conduct ing i n t e r r o g a t i o n s ,  t a k i n g  tes t imony i n  
t h i s  i n q u i r y .  But i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  I w i l l  have 
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  p u t t i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  t o g e t h e r  and 
weighing t h e  ev idence  and making t h e  f i n d i n g s  and t h e  
recommendations. 

You are o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  tes t i -
mony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  w i t -
ne s se s  for this i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  as it may he nec- 
e s s a r y  t o  do s o  i n  performance o f  o f f i c i a l  d u t y ,  o r  a s  
you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do  s o  b e f o r e  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  
l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. This  would n o t ,  
f o r  example, p r ec lude  you from appear ing  b e f o r e  a  com- 
m i t t e e  o r  a subcommittee of t h e  House of Represen ta t ives  
i f  you a r e  s o  d i r e c t e d .  

I do n o t  b e l i e v e  you have been c i t e d  by t h e  
m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  of  t h e  
United S t a t e s  v.  Ca l l ey .  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. No, sir. 
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Q A l l  I want t o  say here  i s  t h a t  i f  you ever  
a r e  so c i t e d ,  your appearance here  would i n  no way change 
e i t h e r  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o r  t h e  e f f e c t  of t h a t  o rde r .  Do 
you have any ques t ions  concerning any of the  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
we have given you thus  f a r ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q Major WILLOUGHBY, would you i n d i c a t e  what your 
duty assignment was around about t h e  middle of March 1968? 

A. Yes, s i r .  I was t h e  d i s t r i c t  s e n i o r  advisor  
a t  Binh Son D i s t r i c t ,  Quang Ngai Province.  My d u t i e s  
encompassed adv i s ing  and a s s i s t i n g  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  of 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  of Binh Son. 

Q A s  t h e  s e n i o r  adv i so r ,  you were r e spons ib le  
f o r  adv i s ing  him on m i l i t a r y  and on non m i l i t a r y  mat ters?  

A .  M i l i t a r y ,  and a l s o  t h e  p a c i f i c a t i o n  e f f o r t .  

Q. And you had a s t a f f  t o  a s s i s t  you i n  t h i s ?  

A.  Yes, s ir .  

Q. How many people d id  you have on your s t a f f ?  

A. I had f i v e  members. There were four  members 
on my r e g u l a r  s t a f f  p lus  I had on loan t o  me a t  t h e  t ime 
two a r t i l l e r y  l i a i s o n  personnel and one i n t e l l i g e n c e  
o f f i c e r  t o  opera te  t h e  D I O C C .  

Q You mean t h e  DIOCC,  D-I-0-C-C? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q.  How long had you been i n  t h a t  capac i ty?  

A. Approximately 6 months. 

Q • S i x  months. How long d i d  you remain i n  t h e  
job? 

A. For a t o t a l  of about 8 months. 
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Q Eight  months longer? 

A. No, s i r ,  8 months t o t a l .  About 2 more 
months a f t e r  March. A p r i l ,  May, I changed jobs i n  June. 

Q Where d i d  you go i n  June? 

A .  I went t o  Hoi An, sir ,  t o  become t h e  S3. 

Q Is t h a t  Hoi An Province? 

A. No, s i r ,  Quang Nam Province. Hoi An is  t h e  
c a p i t a l ,  j u s t  south of Danang. 

Q Did you have any knowledge of t h e  opera t ion  
of Task Force Barker? 

,A .  yes ,  s ir .  

Q Did they  have l i a i s o n  personnel wi th  you? 

A.  Yes, sir. They made almost,  i f  no t  d a i l y ,  
almost d a i l y  con tac t  wi th  my d i s t r i c t ,  being t h a t  t h e  
base camp was loca ted  i n  my d i s t r i c t .  

Q The base  camp you ' re  r e f e r r i n g  t o  i s  Land-
i n g  Zone Dot t ie?  

Q. Were you f a m i l i a r  with t h e i r  ope ra t ion  i n t o  
t h e  Son My a r e a  o r  t h e  My Lai  ( 4 )  a rea  i n  t h e  middle of 
March, 1 6  March? 

A .  No, sir.  This  was ou t  of my d i s t r i c t .  

Q Yes, I understand t h a t .  I t ' s  i n  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t .  

A.  I had heard t h a t  they  were i n  p u r s u i t  of t h e  
48th B a t t a l i o n ,  VC Ba t t a l ion .  Yes, s i r .  
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Q How c l o s e  were you t o  t h e  people down a t  Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. Real c l o s e ,  s i r .  Colonel GAVIN, w e l l ,  Major 
GAVIN a t  t h e  t ime,  was a  c l o s e  f r i e n d  of mine. 

Q How about the other  members of t h e  s t a f f  down 
t h e r e ?  How about Captain RODRIGUEZ, f o r  example? 

A. Yes, s i r .  I knew Captain RODRIGUEZ.  

Q Who were t h e  o the r  o f f i c e r s  they  had on t h e  
s t a f f  t h e r e ?  

A. Captain RODRIGUEZ was t h e  only  o f f i c e r  on t h e  ' 

s t a f f .  I b e l i e v e  they  had a l i e u t e n a n t  t h a t  came i n  t o  
work i n  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  I d i d n ' t  have much c o n t a c t  with 
him, s ir .  

Q Who was he? Can you d e s c r i b e  him? 

A. N o ,  s i r .  I knew t h a t  they  had g o t t e n  one a t  
t h e  same time I had go t t en  one. You know we were i n  t h e  
process  of s e t t i n g  up--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  These DIOCC's? 

A. Yes, sir.  a 

Q. Did Major GAVIN o r  Captain RODRIGUEZ ever  
make you aware of a memorandum t h a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  
w a s  sending t o  t h e  province c h i e f  concerning some unusual 
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  t h e  
Son My Vi l l age?  

A. N o ,  sir.  H e  d i d  no t .  

Q. Did Captain RODRIGUEZ ever  show you a s ta tement  
o r  a memorandum which he prepared based upon information 
which he had rece ived?  

A. Not t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  s i r .  
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Q- Did you ever  s e e  any VC propaganda which may
have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  something unusual took p l a c e  i n  t h a t  
a rea  o r  i n  t h e  Batangan Peninsula  around along about  t h e  
middle of March? 

A. Y e s ,  sir,  I s u r e  d i d .  I saw some i n t e l l i g e n c e  ' 

r e p o r t s  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  was oper-
a t i n g  wi th in  t h a t  genera l  a rea  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  
I d o n ' t  know i f  y o u ' r e  aware, b u t  t h e  48th was t h e  ba t -
t a l i o n  t h a t  overran me, and a f t e r  t h i s  t ime I k e p t  a 
p r e t t y  c l o s e  eye on any information coming from t h e  48th 
Ba t t a l ion .  

They overran you a t  Binh Son?Q 

A.  Y e s ,  s i r ,  on 3 December. They completely took 
my d i s t r i c t  headquarters .  

Q. Where you were? 

A. I was i n  a tower, sir. 

Q. They obviously d i d n ' t  g e t  you. 

A. No, s i r ,  b u t  I l o s t  my deputy. 

Q. Is t h a t  r i g h t .  Who was t h a t ?  

A. Captain VATIENTINE. I l o s t  about 65  Vietnamese 
defenders  and a l l  my team. We he ld  o u t  i n  t h e  tower f o r  
f i v e  and a h a l f  hours ,  s o  I was q u i t e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  
48th B a t t a l i o n .  

Q. W e l l ,  I can c e r t a i n l y  s e e  your p o i n t .  My ques-
t i o n ,  however, was whether o r  not  you had eve r  seen any 
VC propaganda along about t h a t  time which might have high-
l i g h t e d  something unusual t ak ing  p lace  ou t  t o  t h e  e a s t  of 
you . 
A.  No, sir. I d i d  not .  
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& I have he re ,  Major WILLOUGHBY, an E x h i b i t ,  
R-1 ,  which has a s  a p a r t  of it a b i t  of VC propaganda 
which I would l i k e  t o  show you t o  s e e  i f  you've ever  
seen anything along t h i s  l i n e .  Well, we can spend q u i t e  
a b i t  of t i m e  reading t n a t  first page, but--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, t h e r e  was a l o t  of  t h i s  
type of information f l o a t i n g  around, sir. 

Q a Look a t  t h e  top  of t h e  second page and i n s t e a d  
of t h e  normal Communist d i a l e c t i c ,  it g e t s  down t o  some 
s p e c i f i c s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  second paragraph. 

A.  I ' v e  never seen t h i s  be fo re .  

Q W e l l ,  I could show you some more t h a t  provide 
more s p e c i f i c s ,  b u t  i f  you h a v e n ' t  seen t h a t  o r  you d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  any propaganda which provides  t h a t  kind,  I ' d  prob-
ably be wast ing your t ime and ours  too .  

-

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  anything men-
t i o n i n g  anything s p e c i f i c a l l y  on t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  
a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time. 

Q - Well, j u s t  p u t  your t h i n k i n g  cap on a minute 
now. This i s  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  and t h i s  is Son My Vi l l age ,  
b u t  you w i P i  n o t i c e  i n  here  that t h e y ' r e  using some d i f f e r -
e n t  names, and t h e i r  propaganda d i d  use d i f f e r e n t  v i l l a g e s ,  
from what w e  know them on t h e  map. Did you ever  hea r  
anything concerning a p lace  c a l l e d  Tu Cung? T-U C-U-N-G. 
O r  concerning Co Luy? C-0 L-U-Y. O r  Xam Go? X-A-M G-0.  
O r  Xam Lam. X-A-M L-A-M. 

A. Xam Lam, t h e  name is f a m i l i a r .  

Q. Yes? 
t 

A. But I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c s ,  s i r .  

Q .  I n  your headquar ters ,  your d i s t r i c t ,  and i n  
your r e l a t i o n  wi th  your U.S. contemporaries and your ARVN-
GVN coun te rpa r t ,  d i d  you ever  hea r  anything which would 
make you suspec t  t h a t  something unusual might have happened 
o u t  t o  t h e  e a s t  of you i n  t h e  middle of March? 
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A. No, sir. I d i d  not .  I might add t h a t  my d i s -
t r i c t  ch ief  spoke almost p e r f e c t  English and we had good 
rappor t .  When t h i s  t h i n g  f i r s t  came t o  l i g h t ,  I wondered 
about t h e  t r u t h  of it because of the  f a c t  t h a t  he usua l ly  
kept  me p r e t t y  we l l  informed of anything t h a t  was happen-
i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  province and no mention was made of t h i s  
a t  a l l .  

Q. M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR IACCRATE: You say when t h i s  f i r s t  came t o  l i g h t  dur-
i n g  1969. Is t h a t  what you ' r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  

A. No, sir. I meant when it h i t  t h e  newspaper. 
I n  f a c t  t h e  f i r s t  t h a t  I ' d  heard of it was when I read 
it i n  t h e  Washington paper.  That was t h e  f i r s t  know-
ledge I had had of anything t ak ing  p lace .  

Q Since it has come t o  pub l i c  a t t e n t i o n  you have 
been i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ?  

A.  A t  t h e  Vietnam t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r ,  s ir .  

Q D o  you r e c a l l  i f  then  Major GAVIN was absent  
from Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  f o r  a p a r t  of t h e  per iod  i n  t h e  
sp r ing  of 1968, j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t ime t h a t  you had t h e  
change i n  duty? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Be w 2 s .  Be ven t  home on l eave ,  ex-
tended f o r  6 months, came back. 

Q Can you p l a c e  t h a t  i n  time? 

A.  It was a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  of t h e  year .  

Q Tet  of course was--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I t  was a f t e r  Tet .  He was t h e r e  
f o r  Tet .  I t  was somewhere between February o r  March. I 
t h i n k  it was i n  February,  I ' m  not s u r e .  I c o u l d n ' t  be 
p o s i t i v e  of t h a t .  

Q Do you t h i n k  he was back by Apr i l ?  
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A. Yes, s i r .  I b e l i e v e  he was. He was back by 
E a s t e r ,  whenever Eas te r  f e l l  t h a t  year .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  he w a s  back by Eas te r  because 
t h e r e  was some c e l e b r a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I remember when he came back. I 
th ink  he go t  married while  he was home on l eave  and we 
were t e a s i n g  him about it. H e  used t o  come by my d i s t r i c t  
q u i t e  o f t e n ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  p i c t u r e  when--I knew he was t h e r e  
f o r  Tet  and he was back by E a s t e r ,  s o  sometime i n  t h a t  
t ime range because I l e f t  a f t e r  E a s t e r .  I might add t h a t  
I knew Colonel BARKER q u i t e  w e l l  too.  He was one h e l l  of 
a f i n e  o f f i c e r .  

Q. Did you have any knowledge of t h e  planning of 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion?  You say you had almost d a i l y  
con tac t  wi th  LZ D o t t i e  and I imagine you saw Colonel BARKER 
q u i t e  f r equen t ly ,  d id  you not?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I knew t h a t  they were hurl-king t h e  
48th and a f t e r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t o  go i n  and g e t  t h i s  b a t t a -
l i o n .  Like I s a i d ,  I was q u i t e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  48th 
B a t t a l i o n  a l s o  because they operated up i n  t h e  l eng th  of 
t h e  Batangan Peninsula .  But on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion ,  
he coordina ted  t h i s  wi th  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  because it ..-- G U ~~f rn~'district. Zad it k e n  ic ;ny d'-t-'-'La r r b L r  he'd 
have coordinated wi th  my d i s t r i c t  headquar ters .  This  is  
t h e  way he opera ted .  I--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Did you ever  t a l k  t o  him about 
t h e  kind of opera t ion  he was going t o  conduct a g a i n s t  
t h e  48th? 

A. Yes, s ir .  He conducted s e v e r a l  i n  my d i s t r i c t ,  
and on a l l ' t h e  opera t ions ,  he always was s t r e s s i n g  t h e  
c a r e  of c i v i l i a n s  I th ink .  T h a t ' s  t h e  reason I c a n ' t  under-
s t and  him conducting an opera t ion  l i k e  t h i s ,  a l lowing an 
opera t ion  l i k e  t h i s  t o  happen. H e ' s  p u l l e d  back o f f  of 
s e v e r a l  ope ra t ions  t h e r e  t o  l e t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  come o u t .  

Q .  Did it make any d i f f e r e n c e  whether t h e s e  
c i v i l i a n s  were i n  GVN c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a  o r  ou t  i n  VC a rea?  
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A. No, s ir .  H e  went i n t o  t h e  a t h l e t i c  f i e l d ,  t h i s  
i s  a h igh ly  mined a r e a ,  and i t ' s  p r e t t y  f a r  i n t o  VC a r e a ,  
and took c i v i l i a n s  o u t  of t h e r e .  Same way with t h e  Batan-
gan Peninsula  opera t ion .  

Q D i d  you eve r  t r a v e l  around with him when he  
was commanding h i s  t roops?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q How d i d  he  command them? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  very we l l .  He was--

Q • ( In te rpos ing)  From t h e  a i r c r a f t  o r  d i d  he 
go down t o  see h i s  companies on t h e  ground? 

A. H e  went down and v i s i t e d  h i s  companies on t h e  
ground. He w a s  almost,  I s a i d  almost,  I ' l l  use t h e  t e r m  
n o t  being d i s r e s p e c t f u l ,  b u t  almost foolhardy.  H e  would 
put  h i s  chopper down on t h e  ground during t h e s e  type  of 
opera t ions .  I ' v e  seen him a c t u a l l y  go down whi le  rece iv-
ing  f i r e  and go down and suppor t  the t roops  r i g h t  on t h e  
ground. I cannot s e e  him, i f  something l i k e  t h i s  d i d  t a k e  
p l a c e ,  I cannot s e e  him covering up f o r  something l i k e  t h i s .  
T h a t ' s  t h e  type  of o f f i c e r  t h a t  he was. I f e e l  he was. 

a .  What was your eval i~.at innof h i s  S 3 ,  Major CPLHOUN? 

A. Real f i n e .  He was always making l i a i s o n  t r i p s ,  
always wondering what w e  were doing on t h e  adv i s s ry  team. 
He would come i n  wi th  Colonel BARKER. Sometimes he 'd  come 
i n  on h i s  own, good o f f i c e r .  

Q What seemed t o  be t h e  d i v i s i o n  of l abor  with 
Colonel BARKER. Were t h e r e  c e r t a i n  th ings  t h a t  Colonel 
BARKER seemed t o  expect  Major CALHOUN t o  do? 

A. Major CALHOUN, when he came i n ,  was i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  order  of b a t t l e  type of i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  we picked up. 
He was more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  where t h e  enemy was, which as 
53 i s  what he should have been i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  
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Colonel BARKER kept  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  what we were doing 
i n  t h e  p a c i f i c a t i o n  a r e a  and what we were going t o  do around 
t h i s  base camp t o  s t o p  the  mining of Highway 1. These were 
t h e  kind of ques t ions  he would pose t o  me i n  a f r i e n d l y  way. 
He'd say ,  "God darnmit, WILLOUGHBY, when a r e  you gonna g e t  
those  Char l i e s  o f f  t h a t  highway? Why d o n ' t  you t a k e  ' e m  
down some food t o  keep 'em f a t  s o  they won ' t  g e t  hungry?" 
And chew a t  me l i k e  t h i s .  This  is  t h e  kind of s ta tements  
he would say.  

Q Would you say t h a t  Major CALHOUN o r  Colonel 
BARKER kept c l o s e r  t o  t h e  men i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

A. I would say t h a t  Colonel BARKER kept  c l o s e r  
t o  t h e  men i n  t h e  f i e l d .  Major CALHOUN was t i e d  t o  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  s i d e  of it because he was usua l ly  found a t  
t h e  opera t ion  c e n t e r  t h e r e  a t  t h e  base camp o r  i n  t h e  
command chopper, unless  he was wi th  Colonel BARKER a t  
t h e  time. Whenever Colonel BARKER'S men opera ted  i n  t h e  
f i e l d ,  Colonel BARKER w a s  u sua l ly  c l o s e  by. 

I0 : Well, ~ a j o rWILLOUGHBY, you've added a l i t t l e  
b i t  t o  our  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I recognize t h a t  you were we l l  
o u t  of t h i s  d i s t r i c t  of Son Tinh, b u t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
which you have i n d i c a t e d  have been somewhat h e l p f u l .  I f  
by chance anything does come t o  mind t h a t  you r e c a l l  from 
a d i scuss ion  wi th  somebody, or  something you've seen o r  
heard ,  we wish you'd g e t  i n  touch with t h i s  group so we 
can t a k e  advantage of your information.  Also,  i f  you can 
t h i n k  of any kind of documentation o r  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  would 
be h e l p f u l  t o  us ,  we'd a p p r e c i a t e  knowing about t h a t .  

A. Have you t a l k e d  to  Colonel GUINN? 

Q. Y e s ,  we've t a l k e d  t o  Colonel G U I N N ,  and we've 
t a lked  t o  Colonel GAVIN. We have some o t h e r  people we 
want t o  t a l k  t o .  We've t a l k e d  t o  q u i t e  a group of them 
i n  province headquarters  and throughout t h e  command, as 
a mat ter  of f a c t .  

A. Bob RESSEGUIE was my c i v i l i a n  and he spoke 
Vietnamese l i k e  a n a t i v e .  I b e l i e v e  h e ' s  a t  Corne l l  now. 
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H e ' s  o u t  of t h e  State Department, b u t  i f  anyone would have 
g o t t e n  t h e  Vietnamese people  a t  t h a t  time--of course  he  
would have mentioned it t o  m e ,  and he  never mentioned it 
t o  m e ,  s o  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q - How do you s p e l l  h i s  name? 

MR MACCRATE: Is t h a t  R-E-S-S-E-Q-U-I-E? 

A. T h a t ' s  c l o s e .  RESSEQUIE. Robert RESSEGUIE. H e ' s  
a t  Corne l l .  H e  spoke Vietnames q u i t e  w e l l  and he s p e n t  a 
l o t  of  t ime o u t  a t  t h e  Batangan Peninsula  wi th  t h e  r e fugees  
when we moved them t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  I c a n ' t  p i c t u r e  
t h i s .  

I 0 : W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  what we're t r y i n g  t o .  T h a t ' s  our  
job. 

A.  I ' v e  been ove r  t h e r e  twice  and I c a n ' t  p i c t u r e  
American--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  We ' l l  g i v e  you t h i s  oppor tun i ty  
t o  ask any. q u e s t i o n  t h a t  you'd l i k e  t o  o r  i f  you'd l i k e  t o  
make any s ta tement  t h a t  you'd l i k e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  record .  

7 7 -A.  ivall, I ' d  l i k e  to make one statexent. I warked 
wi th  t h e  America1 Div i s ion  and General  KOSTER and General  
YOUNG. I worked wi th  Colonel BARKER and I thought  t h a t  
they  had some f i n e  t roops .  They were some of t h e  b e s t  corn-
b a t  t roops  t h a t  I ' v e  seen  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  I ' m  n o t  say ing  
t h a t  because t h i s  happened. I d o n ' t  know i f  it d i d .  I 
j u s t  say  t h a t  I never  saw any mis t rea tment  by t h e s e  t roops  
whi le  I was over  t h e r e  t h e  y e a r  t h a t  I pu t  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  
That ' s about it. 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  recessed  a t  1615 hours ,  16 January 
1970. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: CROMWELL, S t ewar t  D.  LTC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 2 1  January 1 9 7 0  

PLACE O F  TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Deputy S e n i o r  Advisor,  
2d ARVN Div i s ion .  

1. WORKINGS OF THE DIVISION ADVISOR UNIT. 

The w i t n e s s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  whi le  he s e r v e d  as deputy 
s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  Colonels  ULSAKER 
and KUTTER s e r v e d  a s  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r ,  t h e  l a t t e r  r e p l a c i n g  . 

1 f . G 1 A i l  9 . 2 ,5 . En ~ c t e dt h a t  pro-
v ince  a d v i s o r s  l o s t  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b l i t y  t o  d i v i s i o n  and be- 
came r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  CORDS around t h e  f i r s t  o f  March 1968 
which caused some s t r a i n e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between province  
a d v i s o r s  and t h e  d i v i s i o n  (pg.  5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  no ted  t h a t  
when HUTTER rep laced  ULSAKER he d i d  n o t  develop good r e l a t i o n s  
i n i t i a l l y  w i t h  Colonel  TOAN, t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander (pg.  6 ) . 
The w i t n e s s  f u r t h e r  exp la ined  t h a t  t h e  on ly  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  
w a s  between t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  and t h e  A m e r i c a 1  D iv i s ion ;  
t h e r e  was none wi th  s e c t o r .  This  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  would b r i e f  
each d i v i s i o n  on t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  (pgs .  8 ,  9 )  . 
The w i t n e s s  no ted  t h a t  Colonel  ULSAKER had a c l o s e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  General  KOSTER and op ined  t h a t  had t h e  
i n c i d e n t  h e r e  come t o  ULSAKER's a t t e n t i o n  through ARVN 
sou rces  he would have t u r n e d  t o  KOSTER (pg.  2 4 ) .  

2. RECALL OF THE 1NCIDENT.AT MY LAI. 

During t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1968 t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  he r e c a l l e d  
s i x  t o  e i g h t  o p e r a t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  Task Force  Barker ,  b u t  no 
p a r t i c u l a r  one (pgs .  3 ,  4 )  . He r e c a l l e d  no th ing  of an 
o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  magnitude w i t h  which we a r e  concerned 
(pg. lo), n o r  o f  any reports--Vietnamese,  ARVN,, o r  U . S . - -
about  any a t r o c i t i e s  on t h e  p a r t  o f  U.S. f o r c e s  (pgs .  11-24) .  
The w i t n e s s  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he  had spoken w i t h  no one about  t h e  
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o p e r a t i o n  i n  q u e s t i o n  (pgs.  1 2 ,  2 1 ) ,  and had never  hea rd  
Lieu tenant  Colonel  G U I N N  mention it i n  any o f  his r a r e  
appearances a t  2d ARVN b r i e f i n g s  (pg.  15) . F u r t h e r  he  
s t a t e d  t h a t  he could  r e c a l l  no meet ings  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  between 
U.S. and ARVN pe r sonne l  about t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
i n  i s s u e  (pgs .  15 ,  1 6 ) . 

2 SUM APP T-197 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

E X H I B I T S  

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

S t m t  of RODRIGUEZ l W i t  d i d  n o t  recall .  1 8 , 1 9  
T O A N ' s  d i r ec t ive  t o  
inves t iga te .  W i t  d i d  n o t  reca l l .  1 3  
TAN'S  l t r  t o  KHIEN,  
11 A p r  6 8  ( t r a n s )  ( Q u a n q  
N g a i  P r o v )  

W i t  d i d  n o t  recall ,  1 1 , 1 2  

VC propaqanda lea f l e t  W i t  d i d  n o t  r eca l l ,  1 9  
M e m o r  for  DC, 2 d  ARVN 
~ i v ,1 2  A p r  6 8  W i t  d i d  n o t  recal l .  1 2  

HENDERSON ' s repor t  W i t  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l ,  1 8 / 1 9  

W a l l  m a p  S h o w n  t o  w i t n e s s .  4 
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1438 hours ,  2 1  January 
1970. )  

MR MACCRATE : The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The following persons a r e  p r e s e n t  : MI? MACCRATE, 
COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYNN. 

The next  witness  i s  Lieutenant  Colonel Stewart  D. 
CROMWEU . 

(LTC CROMWELL was c a l l e d  as a wi tness ,  was sworn 
and t e s t i f i e d  as follows :) 

Colonel CROMWELL, f o r  the  record ,  w i l l  you p lease  
s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number, organi-
za t ion ,  and s t a t i o n ?  

A. Stewart  D. CROMWELL, L ieutenant  Colonel,  S o c i a l  
Secur i ty  number . I am the  commanding o f f i c e r  
of the Armed Forces Examining and E n t r a n c ~S t e t i o n  i n  Cin-
c i n n a t i ,  Ohio. 

COL ARMSTRONG: Colonel CROMWELL, have you read and do you 
understand the  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  were given you i n  the  o u t e r  
room? 

A .  Yes, sir. I have. 

Q Do you understand them? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q I would l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  we d i r e c t  a l l  m i l i -
t a r y  members appearing before  t h i s  hear ing  t h a t  they w i l l  n o t  
d i scuss  any of t h e i r  testimony with anyone e l s e ,  unless  they '  r e  
r equ i red  t o  before  some a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  
body. In t h a t  r e s p e c t ,  I p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  House Armed Services  
subcommittee i s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h i s  ma t t e r  and you may be c a l l e d  
before  them. I f  you a r e ,  anything t h a t  you d iscussed  here  is  
p e r f e c t l y  a l l  r i g h t  and w i l l  n o t  a f f e c t  i n  any way anything 
that you d i scuss  t h e r e .  Also have you by any chance been c i t e d  
by the  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  t r i a l  of--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  No, sir. I have not .  

Q. W e l l ,  i n  case you a r e ,  and any o t h e r  cour t s -mar t i a l  
t h a t  may come ou t  of these  ma t t e r s ,  you, of course ,  w i l l  t e s t i f y  
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as  requi red .  Anything you say here  has nothing t o  do with 
t h a t .  M r .  MACCRATE is  a c i v i l i a n  a t to rney  and has grac ious ly  
volunteered t o  a s s i s t  t h e  Secre tary  of the  Army i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and as such he a l s o  provides l e g a l  counsel 
and advice t o  General PEERS. I have been des ignated  by 
t h e  Chief of S t a f f  t o  a s s i s t  General PEERS as  he may see  
f i t ,  and t h a t ' s  why we ' re  here.  M r .  MACCRATE w i l l  probably 
conduct most of the  ques t ioning ,  bu t  I may a l s o  ask you 
ques t ions  from time t o  time. 

A, I understand, sir. 

MR MACCRATE: While we're  proceeding, Colonel CROMWELL, General 
PEERS may r e t u r n .  He has stepped out  momentarily. 

Would you s t a t e  your duty assignment i n  March 1968? 

A. I was t h e  deputy s e n i o r  advisor  t o  t h e  2 d  ARVN 
Divis ion i n  Quang Ngai Province.  

Q For what per iod  d id  you occupy t h a t  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. I was i n  t h e  job f o r  about one y e a r ,  s i r .  I a r r ived  
t h e r e  i n  June 1 9 6  7 and depar ted  June of 1968. 

Q Who succeeded you i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ?  I t h i n k  we prob-
ably  have it. 

A. I can desc r ibe  t h e  man, sir,  b u t  I j u s t  can'  t put  
my f i n g e r  on h i s  name. 

Q Well, w e  can come back t o  t h a t  i f  we have any 
ques t ion  about it. Now, it w a s  during t h i s  per iod  i n  March-
A p r i l  1968 t h a t  Colonel ULSACKER was replaced by Colonel 
HUTTER? 

J 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Do you remember t h a t ?  

A, Yes, sir. 

Q And I would assume t h a t  you were somewhat the  bridge 
man during t h a t ,  per iod? 

A, Yes, sir. 
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Q And you helped t o  provide some of t h e  con t inu i ty  
t o  t h e  advisory team of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  opera t ions  
of Task Force Barker during t h i s  t ime i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1968? 

A. Yes, sir ,  t o  some l i m i t e d  e x t e n t .  We, through 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  coordinated s e v e r a l  ope ra t ions  
with Task Force Barker,  e i t h e r  through t h e  d i v i s i o n  o r  d i -
r e c t l y  with Colonel BARKER, depending on t h e  s i z e  of t h e  
opera t ion .  Normally, t h e  planning on t h i s  was conducted be-
tween t h e  commander of e i t h e r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o r  t h e  t a s k  fo rce  
and t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, i n i t i a l l y .  Then, as t h e  opera t ion  
developed, t h e  s t a f f  was brought i n t o  it. I ,  f rank ly ,  d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  t h e  number. I would say somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of s i x ,  seven,  poss ib ly  e i g h t  dur ing  t h e  s p r i n g  of t h a t  yea r .  

Q Did you from time t o  time go up t o  LZ Dot t i e?  

A .  No. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  e v e r  be ing  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
landing  zone. 

i2 a~ i-2zLEr&.erfrCr, tiTLs.I-- L: -- m-7 - - e l  DXpT7WR 
I-ILIIC LUIVJICZL u n  ULU 

coming down and v i s i t i n g  t h e  compound a t  Quang Ngai Ci ty?  

A .  Yes, sir.  He came i n t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquarters  
t h e r e  on s e v e r a l  occasions.  

Q. Do you have r e c o l l e c t i o n  a t  t h i s  t ime of t h e  
opera t ion  conducted by Task Force Barker i n t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  
end of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  t h e  Son My Vi l l age  a r e a  i n  about 
t h e  middle of March 1968? 

A. No, s i r .  I don1t. I was--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Do you r e c a l l  when you f i r s t  l ea rned  
of such an opera t ion?  

A.  The f i r s t  time t h i s  was r e a l l y  brought  t o  my a t t e n -
t i o n  has been w i t h i n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  s i n c e  t h i s  t h i n g  has come 
t o  l i g h t .  

Q Well, now I ' m  no t  t a l k i n g  about what went on t h e r e  
i n  de ta i l - -
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A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  You c e r t a i n l y  
must have known about  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  going on. 

A. The o v e r a l l  opera t ion- -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  F ive  o r  s i x  m i l e s  away from Quang
Ngai Ci ty?  

A. The o v e r a l l  o p e r a t i o n ,  y e s ,  sir. I remember about 
t he  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  2d ROK Marine Brigade w a s  moved o u t ,  and 
Taslc Force  Barker  w a s  p l aced  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  they had p u l l e d  
o u t  o f .  

Q That  was g e n e r a l l y  t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of  Quang
Ngai C i ty?  

Nor theas t .  

Q Y e s ,  b u t  t h e r e  was a p o r t i o n  of  t h e  area ex tending  
up a c r o s s  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  t h a t  w a s  s t i l l  t h e  A 0  of  t h e  2d 
ARVN Div i s ion ,  w a s  it n o t ?  

A. A s m a l l  a r e a  a long  th"e Song T r a  Khuc, yes ,- sir .  

Q Do you recall t h a t  an A 0  ex t ens ion  was a r ranged  f o r  
Task Force  Barker  t o  permi t  i t s  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Son My Vi l lage  
a-ea? 

A. I t h i n k  t h i s  was done on more t h a n  one occas ion ,  
sir,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  p u t  my--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  if you w i l l  look behind you,  you 
have a l a r g e  blowup map of t h e  a r e a  j u s t  no r th  of  Quang N g a i  C i t y  
as y o u ' l l  r ecogn ize  (Exh ib i t  MAP-1). 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  any arrangements be ing  made w i t h  t h e  
2d ARVN D i v i s i o n  f o r  an A 0  ex tens ion  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  is 
co lo red  orange on t h a t  map ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I do r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  a t  one t i m e  
o p e r a t e  down a s  f a r  as t h e  Song T r a  Khuc. 

Q. Do you remember t a l k  about o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Pink-
v i l l e  area, as I t h i n k  it w a s  sometimes r e f e r r e d  t o  then? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q Now, t h e r e  has  been some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  Colonel 
ULSACKER and Colonel HUTTER had somewhat d i f f e r e n t  approaches 
t o  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with Colonel TOAN. A t  l e s s t ,  when Colo-
n e l  HUTTER came i n ,  t h e r e  was a necessary t r a n s i t i o n  period.  
Could you desc r ibe  for u s ,  as you observed it, t h e  r e l a t i o n  
of each of these  o f f i c e r s  t o  Colonel TOAN? Also, i f  you could 
give us some f e e l  of the  r e l a t i o n  of t h e  province s e n i o r  
advisor  and h i s  s t a f f  by j u s t  desc r ib ing  g e n e r a l l y  how you
and t h e  adv i so r s  with t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion  were funct ioning  
with the  province advisory team? 

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  sir. I n i t i a l l y ,  when I a r r i v e d  over  
t h e r e ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  and province advisors  were under the  d i -
v i s i o n  headquar ters  team. This was changed sometime e a r l y  
in  1 9 6 8 ,  a t  which t i m e  they  then  repor ted  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e i r  
headquarters  a t  Danang, under the  CORDS system. 

Q Could you f i x  t h e  time of t h a t  change? Remembering
t h a t  Tet was--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, sir. 

Q- A t  t h e  end of January 1968? 

A .  Yes, sir. S i r ,  I would say in February o r  around 
2 March, b u t  I 'm no t  r e a l  c l e a r  on t h a t ,  sir. During t h e  
time t h a t  Colonel ULSACKER was t h e r e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  among 
t h e  adv i so r s  a t  both the  provinces ,  both Son Tinh and Quang 
Ngai, were q u i t e  good. I t ' s  a t  t h a t  t ime t h e  provinces were bro-
ken away from t h e  d i v i s i o n ;  t h e r e  was some s t r a i n e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between some of the  s e n i o r .  advisors .  I t  was f e l t  t h a t  i n f o r -
mation was n o t  being passed i n  both d i r e c t i o n s  a s  wel l  a s  it 
should be and it was pu t  back t o  the  f a c t  t h a t  poss ib ly  it was 
because of t h i s  turnover .  The r e l a t i o n s h i p  of Colonel ULSACKER 
with t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander was good i n  most ins t ances .  They 
had problems occas iona l ly ,  but  th ings  were a b l e  t o  be t a l k e d  
out  without  any g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y .  Colonel ULSACKER was a pusher 
and he kept  a f t e r  the  commander when he wanted something done. 
I f  he f e l t  t h a t  the  commander wasn ' t  accept ing  what he was 
doing, he would p u l l  back a l i t t l e  b i t  and wait  a while and 
push i n  again.  I t  was q u i t e  e f f e c t i v e .  I t h i n k  he accomplished 
the  th ings  t h a t  he wanted done. A t  t h e  time Colonel HUTTER 
came i n  the--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Do you r e c a l l  when t h a t  was? 
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A. D-0-N-GI sir. 

Q - Yes. 

A. I cou ldn ' t  give you h i s  f u l l  name, s i r .  

Q. I th ink  we have t h a t  name. 

A. H e  departed f o r  the  Command and General S t a f f  
School a t  Leavenworth. An o f f i c e r  t h a t  I have no t  been 
a b l e  t o  remember was t h e r e  about 3 weeks p r i o r  t o  my depar-
t u r e ,  a new chief  of s t a f f .  

Q - A l l  r i g h t .  Do you remember t h e  G 2  of t h e  
d i v i s i o n  s t a f f ?  

A. Again, s i r ,  I remember t h e  f ace .  It  would be 
a Major--

Q. .  ( In te rpos ing)  Major PHO? 

A. Major PHO,  y e s p  sir. 

Q- Sou h&6 contact  with hi^ from t h e  to tixc? 

A. Yes, s i r .  We normally a t tended b r i e f i n g s  
every morning wi th  him. 

Q. H i s  advisor ,  h i s  coun te rpa r t ,  was Major EARLE? 
Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. A t  t h e  t ime,  yes ,  sir. 

Q.  What can you t e l l  us about the  r e l a t i o n s  be-
tween your advisory team and Colonel G U I N N  during t h i s  
per iod? 

A. There were a number of jo in t - type  opera t ions  
run between the d i s t r i c t  and por t ions  of the  d i v i s i o n  
t roops ,  p r imar i ly  t h e  4th Regiment. The l o c a l  and pop-
u l a r  f o r c e  and t h e  ARVN b a t t a l i o n s  were used i n  var ious 
opera t ions .  A t  t imes,  t h i s  was a l s o  t i e d  t o  America1 
Divis ion u n i t s .  Normally these  were planned with t h e  
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commanders and adv i so r s  from the  ARVN d i s t r i c t  f o r c e s  and 
t he  America1 i f  they were involved. I t h i n k ,  as b e s t  I 
remember, t h e r e  were no se r ious  problems i n  t h e s e  sess ions .  
There was some d i f f e r e n c e s  of opinion i n  how f a s t  these  
opera t ions  should go, but  I th ink  a l l  was resolved  before  
t h e  opera t ion  s t a r t e d .  

Q. When d i d  you have your b r i e f i n g s  a t  2 d  ARVN 
Divis ion? 

A .  Usually t h e r e  was an advisor  b r i e f i n g  a t  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  headquarters  a t  0800. That was followed normally 
about 0830 o r  0845 by an ARVN b r i e f i n g ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  corn-
mander 's b r i e f i n g .  

Q - Who would a t t e n d  t h e  f i r s t  advisors  ' b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Usually t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  adv i so r s ,  most of t h e  
s p e c i a l  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s ,  t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  from the  Ameri-
c a l  Divis ion ,  a r e p r e s e n t i v e  f o r  province,  the  var ious  
A i r  Force-Army a v i a t i o n  personnel  who were working with us.  

Q Who was t h e  r ep resen t ive  from province? Would 
t h i s  vary from day t o  day? 

A. I t  did,  Noxmally it was t h e ,  what was known as  
t h e  deputy s e n i o r  adv i so r ,  t h e  number two adv i so r  up the re .  
There were times when one of the  majors were s e n t  i n ;  t h e r e  
w e r e  probably t imes when no rep resen t ive  came a t  a l l .  

Q. Well, Colonel G U I N N  sometimes a t tended t h e s e  
b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. Yes, sir. H e  came i n  occas ional ly .  

Q - Who w a s  t h e  l i a i s o n  with the  America1 Divis ion 
during the  sp r ing  of 1968? 

A. There was a turnover  during t h a t  pe r iod .  Both 
were a r t i l l e r y  off icers .  B o t h  were cap ta ins .  One had a 
German name, bu t  I--

8 
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Q - ( In te rpos ing)  What were t h e  d u t i e s  of the  l i a i s o n  
with t h e  d i v i s i o n ?  

A. H i s  mission w a s  t o  work i n  our t a c t i a l  oper- 
a t i o n s  c e n t e r  t o  assist t h e  America1 i n  c l e a r i n g  any problqms 
they were having i n  coordina t ion  with the  ARVN opera t ions .  
H e  made t r i p s  probably four ,  f i v e ,  s i x  t imes a week up t o  
the  Arnerical t o  b r ing  any opera t ion  o r d e r s ,  t h i s  s o r t  of th ing .  
Each morning he b r i e f e d  our  s t a f f  on t h e  previous day ' s  
ope ra t ions  from the  America1 p o i n t  of view and i n  r e t u r n  
repor ted  back t o  them on our  opera t ions .  

Q - Who would b r i e f  your group as  t o  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
o r  opera t ions  of the  llih Brigade? Would t h a t  be from the  
d i v i s i o n  o r  from t h e  br igade? 

A.  No. This would funne l  through the  America1 
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  H e  would b r i e f  on a l l  t h r e e  br igade 
opera t ions ,  p l u s  anything e l s e  t h a t  was going on. 

Q - W e  have n o t  previous ly  had t h i s  l i a i s o n  funct ion  
descr ibed  t o  us. J u s t  perchance, s i n c e  I am very i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  l e a r n i n g  about t h i s ,  was t h e r e  any comparable l i a i s o n  
with s e c t o r ?  

A. No, sir. Other than  normal communication. There 
w a s  no l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  from d i v i s i o n  wi th  s e c t o r  o r  a f u l l -
time s e c t o r  man with d i v i s i o n .  

Q. Now, i n  connection wi th  t h e  opera t ion  of Task 
Force Barker i n t o  t h e  A0 ex ten t ion  i n  Son My Vi l l age  a r e a ,  
do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h a t  oper- 
a t i o n ,  ever  hear ing  about it, i t ' s  success  o r  what was 
accomplished? 

A .  No, sir, I d o n ' t .  It would probably have come 
t o  us a s  a  p a r t  of a genera l  b r i e f i n g  on a l l  ope ra t ions  t h a t  
day. I have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of a s p e c i f i c  opera t ion  by Task 
Force Barker o r  any of Task Forces Barke r ' s .  

Q ,  Actua l ly ,  t h i s  opera t ion  cons i s t ed  of two com-
panies ,  C/1/20 coming i n t o  one landing zone w e s t  of My La i  
( 4 )  and B/4/3 coming i n t o  a second landing  zone down t o  the  
south  o r  sou theas t  of t h a t  p o s i t i o n .  The two companies 
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moved i n  t h e  course of t h e  day towards the  a r e a  t o  the  
nor theas t ,  beneath t h e  Song Diem Diem and laagered  t h e r e  
f o r  the  n i g h t .  The opera t ion  continued the  second day 
with a swing down t o  t h e  south and out  along t h e  coas t  
where you s e e  Co Lay (1), Co Lay ( 2 ) .  That was u n i t  of 
Bravo Company, and Char l i e  Company went a s  f a r  south a s  
My Khe ( 2 )  and then re tu rned  nor th  and laagered  a t  about 
t h e  landing  zone of Bravo Company on the  preceeding day. 
Ul t imate ly ,  Char l ie  Company was l i f t e d  o u t  t o  t h e  nor th  
of t h e r e ,  back up i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Song Diem Diem. 
Meanwhile, you had A/3/1 i n  a blocking p o s i t i o n  on the  
n o r t h  s i d e  of Song Diem Diem. Does t h a t  in  any way re-
f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion?  

A. No, sir, it d o e s n ' t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  eve r  
see ing  e i t h e r  a p lan  o r  hear ing  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
opera t ion ,  

Q Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  r e s u l t s  
of t h e  opera t ion?  Actual ly  the  f i g u r e s  t h a t  were r epor ted  id 
K I A  were t h e  l a r g e s t  one-day t o t a l  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y ,  t o  t h a t  .r 4 

m
time, of t h e  11th  Brigade. 

9 

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  a t  a l l ,  of an 
operation of t h a t  magnitude being conducted i n  t h i s  per iod  
of time i n  t h a t  a rea?  

A .  Not t h i s  s p e c i f i c  t h i n g ,  s ir .  I do r e c a l l  t h a t  
a number were run i n  t h a t  a r e a  but--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Well, q u i t e  f r ank ly ,  t h e r e  was 
nothing comparable t o  t h i s ,  except t h i s  one opera t ion .  
There were opera t ions  i n  the  a r e a ,  but  so  f a r  a s  t h e  re-
por ted  r e s u l t s  achieved, t h e r e  w a s  nothing comparable. 

A. No, s ir ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q Did you ever  hear  of a r e p o r t  beiny made by 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  province 
chief  of Quang Ngai with r e s p e c t  t o  what had taken p lace  
i n  Son My Vi l lage  a r e a  around t h e  middle of March i n  
connection w i t h  an American opera t ion?  
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A. NO, sir. I d o n ' t .  

Q You e v e r  remember hear ing  of a r e p o r t  having 
been made by t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  t o  the  province ch ie f  
and t h i s  having come t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of Colonel TOAN 
and Colonel TOAN br inging  it t o  the  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  
United S t a t e s  f o r c e s ?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  I have no 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of it ever  being d iscussed  i n  my presence 
o r  having any of my s t a f f  people inform me of it. 

Q Maybe we can r e f r e s h  your r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  Colonel 
CROMWELL. I would l i k e  f o r  you t o  look a t  Exh ib i t  M-34, 

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  sir.  

(Witness examines document.) 

No, sir.  

Q. Do you ever  r e c a l l  hear ing  of  a r e p o r t  from t h e  
Son My Vi l l age  chief  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  of Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t ,  as  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  Exh ib i t  M - 3 4 ?  

A. No, s ir .  I haven ' t .  

Q .  You have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of hear ing  of 
t h i s  communication from Lieutenant  TAN t o  Colonel KHIEN? 

A, No, s i r .  I have no t .  

0 You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  copies of t h i s  report--
Vietnamese i s  beneath t h e  English t ranslat ion--went  t o  
2d ARVN Divis ion headquarters  and a l s o  t o  MACV, Quang 
Ngai Sec tor .  Who would MACV, Quang Ngai Sec to r  be? 

A. The s e c t o r  i s  t h e  o l d  name f o r  t h e  province 
s t a f f s .  

Q This would be Colonel G U I N N ,  would it not? 

A ,  Poss ib ly  t h e i r  t a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  c e n t e r ,  
but  I cou ldn ' t  r e a l l y  say,  sir.  
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Q. Well, he was t h e  s e n i o r  m i l i t a r y  man a t  prov-
i n c e ,  was he no t?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h i s  be ing  brought 
t o  your a t t e n t i o n  a t  any time? 

A. No, sir. I have not .  

Q Would it s u r p r i s e  .you i f  t h i s  were 'brought 
t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of your s t a f f  and you would n o t  know- -

about it? 

A. I th ink  it would be very un l ike ly .  

Q Would it s u r p r i s e  you i f  t h i s  were mentioned 
i n  one of your morning b r i e f i n g s  and you d i d  n o t  know 
about i t ?  

A. I t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  s i r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  
it had been, 

Q I ' d  l i k e  now t o  show you Exh ib i t  M-36, which 
i s  a memorandum from Major PHO t o  t h e  commanding genera l  
o f  the  2d ARVN Divis ion ,  da ted  12 Apr i l  1968. You w i l l  
no te  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese is  beneath t h e  English t r a n s l a -
t i o n  and conta ins  a handwri t ten n o t a t i o n ,  which t h e  now 
General TOAN has i n d e n t i f i e d  as  h i s  handwri t ten n o t a t i o n .  
You w i l l  f i n d  an English t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h a t  n o t a t i o n  
appearing t o  t h e  lower l e f t  of t h e  English t r a n s l a t i o n .  

A.  A 1 1  r i g h t ,  s i r .  

(Witness examines t h e  document .) 

Q Do you ever  r e c a l l  hear ing  of such a report
having been made t o  Colonel TOAN? 

A .  No, sir.  I don ' t .  

Q O r  of t h e  a c t i o n  being taken t h a t  i s  r e f l e c t e d  
i n  Colonel TOAN's no te  appearing on M-36? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t .  
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a*  Colonel CROMWELL, I show you Exhibi t  M-32, 
which i s  a message frol,l Colonel DONG, c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  who 
would be your coun te rpa r t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  d i r e c t e d  t o  Quang 
Ngai Sec tor .  You w i l l  note  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese again 
appears beneath t h e  English t r a n s l a t i o n ,  

(Witness examines document. ) 

Did your counterpar t  Colonel DONG e v e r  d i scuss  
t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  with you? 

A .  No, s ir .  

Q. I n  Exhibi t  M-36 one of t h e  inc losures  r e f e r r e d  
t o  by Major PHO i n  h i s  memorandum t o  Colonel TOAN was a 
p iece  of VC propaganda which would appear w a s  picked up 
from a broadcas t .  I would l i k e  you t o  read t h a t  and in-
q u i r e  i f  you ever  r e c a l l  hea r ing  of t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p iece  
of VC propaganda? 

(Witness examines document as  requested.  ) 

You w i l l  no te  t h a t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  appearing on 
the f i r s t  page and up t o  t h e  top of t h e  second page i s  
very s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  genera l ized  kind of VC propaganda. 
A s  you come t o  t h e  second page, t h e  second paragraph,  
you w i l l  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  information becomes much more 
s p e c i f i c .  You ever  remember hea r ing  about t h a t  p r i o r  
t o  t h i s  t ime? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q You ever  remember Colonel DONG o r  Colonel TOAN 
speaking t o  you about t h i s ?  

A. N o ,  s i r .  I d o n ' t .  

Q Wouldn't it be h ighly  unusual f o r  your counter-
p a r t  t o  b r ing  t h i s  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of o t h e r  U . S .  personnel  
and not  inform you of what was going on? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I would say it would. Normally we 
were t o g e t h e r  a good p a r t  of each day. Most every t h i n g  
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from t h e  l o g i s t i c a l  t o  t h e  opera t iona l  th ings  were 
d iscussed ,  

Q. . This concerns American fo rces ,  too? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q You're q u i t e  su re  t h a t  t h i s  doesn ' t  r i n g  
any b e l l s  a t  all? Your mind is  a complete blank about 
t h i s ?  

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h i s  a t  a l l .  

Q Well, d o n ' t  you remember General TOAN, o r  then 
Colonel TOAN, meeting and t a l k i n g  t o  General KOSTER about 
t h i s  a t  t h i s  time? 

A.  General KOSTER v i s i t e d  the  d i v i s i o n  probably 
two o r  t h r e e  t imes a week, s ir .  I was seldom presen t  
during these  meetings. They were confined only t o  t h e  
two commanders and t h e  s e n i o r  advisors .  

Q Well, now, t h i s  i s  r i g h t  i n  t h e  per iod  of t r an -
s i t i o n .  Colonel HUTTER has j u s t  a r r i v e d  on the  scene. 

A. Yes , sir. 

Q. You were the  one t h a t  Colonel TOAN i s  ac-
quain ted  with.  You were the  one t h a t  is  the  br idge  a t  
t h i s  time of changeover. Would t h a t  equal ly  hold during 
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  per iod  when a v i s i t  was being arranged 
e i t h e r  by General YOUNG o r  General KOSTER, o r  Colonel 
HENDERSON? 

A. Yes, s i r .  This was q u i t e  t r u e ,  s i r .  I 
seldom a t tended t h e s e  meetings unless  the  s t a f f  was 
c a l l e d  i n ,  even during t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  period.  Colonel 
TOAN and t h e  American commanders were acquainted with 
each o ther .  A t  t h e  time of the  turnover  I was n o t  re-
quested by e i t h e r  Colonel ULSACKER o r  Colonel HUTTER t o  
a t t e n d  the  meetings. Normally, when I d i d  a t t e n d  these  
func t ions ,  it w a s  when t h e  opera t ions  o f f i c e r s  and 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r s  were a l s o  p resen t .  
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Q. When Colonel HENDERSON o r  someone from d i v i s i o n  
came down t o  s e e  Colonel TOAN, I assume you would be ad-
v i sed  t h a t  they were cuming i n  and asked t o  g e t  a jeep out  
t o  t h e  landing  pad? 

A. Yes, normally. I t  would come i n t o  t h e  TOC. I f  
t h e  America1 l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  was n o t  t h e r e  wi th  h i s  v e h i c l e ,  
then we would send someone o u t .  

Q - You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any meetings which 
you arranged o r  knew of t h e  arrangments f o r  a t  t h i s  time 
of General KOSTER o r  General YOUNG o r  Colonel HENDERSON 
with Colonel TOAN? 

A, These were f r equen t ,  sir,  any p a r t i c u l a r  one, 
no. We had usual ly  one of the  America1 commanders i n  t h e  
a r e a  almost every day, e i t h e r  a b a t t a l i o n  commander, br igade 
commander, o r  someone from the  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f ,  o r  t h e  d i -  
v i s i o n  commander himself .  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  you t o  th ink  very hard about  your 
b r i e f i n g  sess ions  back around t h i s  t ime,  and t h i n k  about 
a r e p o r t  being made a t  one of your b r i e f i n g  sess ions  by 
Colonel GUINN regarding  t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. No, s ir ,  I can remember him being i n  a t tendance  
probably,  dur ing  the  per iod  I was t h e r e ,  n o t  over  four  o r  
f i v e  t imes ,  b u t  a s  f a r  as  a r e p o r t  on an opera t ion ,  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l .  

Q .  I ga the r  from what you say t h a t  it was a b i t  
of an event  i f  he d i d  a t t end?  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q - And it would be even more of an event  i f  t he  
s u b j e c t  of h i s  b r i e f i n g ,  i n  coming t o  your meeting, was 
t o  t e l l  you about a r e p o r t  t h a t  had been made from the  
d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  t o  the  province c h i e f ,  which he had re-
ceived? 

A. Normally, when t h e r e  were problems, Colonel 
GUINN, r e g a r d l e s s  of the  time of day come d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  
s e n i o r  a d v i s o r ' s  o f f i c e .  I t  wouldn't  seem t o  me t h a t  
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something l i k e  t h i s  would be covered i n  a  b r i e f i n g  i n  t h e  
morning and n o t  taken s t r a i g h t  t o  t h e  s e n i o r  advisor .  Most 
opera t ions  were set up with t h e  s e n i o r  advisor  and the  
commanders involved. Normally, our morning b r i e f i n g  were 
th ings  t h a t  were i n  progress ,  n o t  th ings  coming up. We 
had s e c u r i t y  problems i n  t h e  a r e a  and--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, do you have any recol-  
l e c t i o n  of such a t h i n g  occurr ing  perhaps i n  a s p e c i a l  
b r i e f i n g  s e s s i o n  with a more l i m i t e d  group p resen t?  

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  

Q. I s n ' t  it very s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  your team G 2  . 

advisor  would t a l k  t o  h i s  counterpar t  about something 
t h a t  you were completely ignoran tPof?  Something of -

t h i s  importance? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q- Major EARLE remembers t a l k i n g  t o  Major PHO about 
t h i s .  But you have abso lu te ly  no r e c o l l e c t i o n .  Think hard,  
p lease ,  because t h i s  is important.  There i s  a f u r t h e r  devel- 
opment of t h i s  s t o r y ,  and o t h e r  people a r e  involved. T h i s  
information was passed along and it f rankly  d e f i e s  b e l i e f  
t h a t  you were nut in some way brouyilt i n  and giveii the iiifctr-
mation. Now, under a l l  t he  circumstances of the  t ime,  i t ' s  
q u i t e  understandable t h a t  o t h e r  th ings  may have been f r o n t  
and c e n t e r  on a p a r t i c u l a r  day, but  we do want you t o  th ink  
very hard,  because we ' re  t r y i n g ' t o  p iece  t h i s  toge the r .  We've 
go t  an awful l o t  of t h e  s t o r y ,  and I have n o t  been addressing 
my ques t ions  t o  you o u t  of specu la t ion .  This is  a s u b j e c t  
ma t t e r  t h a t  came t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of people,  and t h e r e  i s  a 
f u r t h e r  examination of it. I 'rn very anxious f o r  you t o  pause 
and th ink .  This goes back, a s  we r e a l i z e ,  f o r  a  per iod  of 
22 months, b u t  w e  have enough of t h e  p ieces  toge the r  t h a t  
we would f i n d  it very s t r i k i n g  and very s u r p r i s i n g  i f  some-
where along t h e  way you were n o t  t o l d  a t  l e a s t  a p a r t  of 
t h i s .  

A. I have given t h i s  a l o t  of thought ,  s i r ,  s ince  
I was c a l l e d  last week. 
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Q I d o n ' t  t h ink  you had t h e  b e n e f i t  of some of 
t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I 've been showing you t h i s  a f te rnoon.  

A. No, s ir .  But I have t r i e d  t o  go back over  
everyth ing  t h a t  I can r e c a l l  through t h a t  per iod ,  and with 
the  s p e c i f i c  ques t ions  you have asked m e ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  
t h i s  being brought t o  my a t t e n t i o n .  

Q Well, do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of hearing 
t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  had been d i r e c t e d  by the  America1 
Divis ion of t h i s  i n c i d e n t ?  

A. No, s ir ,  No, s i r ,  I have no knowledge of it. 

Q You have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  Colonel HENDERSON 
coming and seeking information from your team i n  t h i s  re -
gard? 

A. No, sir.  Colonel HENDERSON v i s i t e d  us on 
s e v e r a l  occasions.  I do no t  r e c a l l  o t h e r  than h i s  coordi-
na t ion  on the  opera t ions  t h a t  were being set up. 

Q . I show you Exh ib i t  M-30  which i s  a s ta tement  
dated 1 4  A p r i l  1968. You w i l l  f i n d  a more l e g i b l e  copy 
underneath. 

(Witness examines document. ) 

Do you r e c a l l  Captain Angel RODRIGUEZ, who was the  
a s s i s t a n t  d i s t r i c t  advisor  a t  Son Tinh? 

No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

(2. Do you remember who the  d i s t r i c t  advisor  a t  
Son Tinh was? 

A.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. He was a major who 
extended h i s  t o u r ,  and I th ink  about t h a t  time was pro-
moted t o  l i e u t e n a n t  co lone l .  He was an a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r  
and--

Q - Major GAVIN. Was t h a t  h i s  name? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

a.  Now Lieutenant  Colonel GAVIN? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Do you remember h i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  a Captain RODRIGUEZ? 

A. No, sir. I do not .  

Q - Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of see ing  t h i s  s t a t e -
ment of 1 4  A p r i l  1968, before  today o r  hearing about it, o r  
hear ing  about i t s  p repara t ion  from Colonel G U I N N  o r  from any 
member of your s t a f f ?  

A. No, sir. No s i r ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l .  

Q - Colonel CROMWELL, I now show you Exh ib i t  R-1 ,  
which i s  a r e p o r t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  da ted  24 Apr i l  1968. You 
w i l l  note  t h a t  it has two inc losures .  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  exam-
i n e  the  document and ask you i f  t h a t  i n  any way re f reshes  
your r e c o l l e c t i o n  as t o  your knowledge of events  regarding an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  A p r i l  of 1968? C3 

C'd 
m

(Witness examines document. ) 
0 

A. The second i n c l o s u r e  is t h i s - - e3 

Q. i I n t e ~ p o s i n g )  A p iece  of 'v'C ?ropzlganda. 

A. Is t h i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  one t h a t  w e  examined before? 

Q - I f  you look again a t  the  t o p  of the  second page
y o u ' l l  f i n d  t h e  f a c t u a l  paragraph o r  the  s p e c i f i c i t y  t h e r e .  
Actual ly ,  t h e  two t r a n s l a t i o n s  d i f f e r  somewhat i n  t e x t  b u t  
t h e r e  i s  t h e  same genera l  arrangement of the  mat ter  and t h e  
same l o c a t i o n  of t h e  paragraph with the s p e c i f i c s  i n  it. In  
the  covering r e p o r t  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 24 A p r i l ,  I would 
l i k e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  the  sentence ,  
"This message was given t o  t h i s  headquarters  by the  commanding 
Officer, 2d ARVN Divis ion on o r  about 1 7  Apr i l  1 9 6 8  as a mat ter  
of information. " Does any p a r t  of t h i s  Exhib i t  R-1,  with t h e  
s p e c i f i c  r e fe rence  i n  t h e  24 Apr i l  r e p o r t ,  i n  any way r e f r e s h  
your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of what was furn ished  t o  Colonel HENDERSON 
i n  A p r i l  of 1 9 6  8? 

(CROMWELL) 18 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-197 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. No, sir. 

Q D i d  you know Colonel BLACKLEDGE? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  know t h e  man's name o r  face 
at t h i s  moment. 

Q You r e c a l l  the  members of Colonel HENDERSON'S 
s t a f f  i n  t h e  l l t h  Brigade? Do you remember any of h i s  s t a f f  
personnel ,  s e n i o r  s t a f f ?  

A. I remember an S1. I remember meeting h i s  S 3 ,  bu t  
I r e c a l l  nothing about t h e i r  appearance o r  t h e i r  names r i g h t  
now. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  the  S 3  was Colonel MCKNIGHT? 

A. Colonel MCKNIGHT; I c o u l d n ' t  t i e  t h e  two to-
ge the r ,  sir. 

Q. Can you r e c a l l  t h a t  h i s  S2  was Colonel BLACKLEDGE? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t .  

Q. You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any dea l ings  with 
him a t  any t ime? 

A. No, sir.  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  I made one t r i p  down t o  
t h e  l l t h  Brigade headquarters  and we v i s i t e d  wi th  S1.  The 
remainder of t h e  people were, I b e l i e v e ,  on an opera t ion  a t  
t h a t  time. They may have been i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters ,  
but  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  names o r  faces .  

Q Colonel CROMWELL, I show you Exh ib i t  M - 3 5  and 
ask you i f  you have ever  seen it o r  a comparable p iece  of 
VC propaganda? 

(Witness examines document. 1 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  it. 
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Q- Did you ever  h e a r  the  ARVN were conducting an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with r e s p e c t  t o  what had taken p lace  i n  an 
opera t ion  i n  Son My Vi l l age  i n  March of 1968? 

(Witness shakes head i n  t h e  nega t ive . )  

What day i n  June d i d  you a c t u a l l y  leave  your pos t  
a t  2d ARVN Division? 

A. I depar ted  from Vietnam i n  June, sir.  I b e l i e v e  
I was i n  Saigon out  process ing  f o r  3 days,  sir. Backing 
o f f  from 1 June,  I'd say I probably l e f t ,  and I d id  spend a 
f u l l  day i n  Danang, I would say 1 l e f t  probably 24 o r  25 ,May. 

Q A f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  the United S t a t e s ,  d i d  you a t  
any time rece ive  i n q u i r i e s  o r  d i scuss  with anyone what had 
occurred i n  the Son My a r e a  i n  March of 1968? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Have you i n  the  course of t h e  r e c e n t  weeks, s i n c e  
t h i s  mat ter  became a s u b j e c t  of p u b l i c  d i scuss ion  and i n  t h e  
news media, have you had any conversat ions w i t h  people asso-
c i a t e d  wi th  the 2d ARVN Divis ion o r  members of t h e  advisory 
teams o r  any of province o r  d i s t r i c t s  teams o r  any one i n  the 
America1 Divis ion and i t s  var ious  u n i t s ?  

A. No, sir. I ' m  i n  r a t h e r  i s o l a t e d  assignment r i g h t  
now i n  t h e  c i t y  of C inc inna t i ,  and 1 have nc c o n t a c t  with 
former team members o r  any o t h e r  people.  I exchange Christmas 
cards normally with Colonel ULSACKER and some of t h e  o t h e r  
people that I knew f o r  some per iod  of t ime, but  o t h e r  than 
t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having seen anyone from my t o u r  of duty 
over  the re .  

Q - Have you any explanat ion  how a l l  of t h e s e  th ings  
could have been going on r i g h t  i n  your immediate presence i n  
March and A p r i l  of 1968 and your having, today, no reco l -
l e c t i o n  of any of t h i s ?  

A .  Sir, I would give you t h e  facts i f  I could,  but  
I do n o t  r e c a l l  a d i scuss ion  on any of these  th ings .  There 
may have been b r i e f i n g s  on it, bu t  it d i d  no t  s t r i k e  me and 
I do no t  r e c a l l .  I do n o t  r e c a l l  d i scuss ing  it with e i t h e r  
my ARVN coun te rpa r t  o r  any of t h e  people of t h e  d i v i s i o n  s t a f f  
on t h i s .  
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Q- Any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of a d i scuss ion  with Colonel GUINN? 

A. No, sir. I don ' t .  

Q O r  Major EARLE? 

No, sir.  I d o n ' t .  

Q Colonel ULSAKER o r  Colonel HUTTER? 

A.  No, sir. 

Q You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any rumors o r  any 
suggest ions t h a t  something unusual had gone on i n  Son My 
Vi l lage  i n  March of 1968? 

A.  S i r ,  I have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any s p e c i f i c  th ing .  

Q. No--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  It may have passed i n  d i scuss ion ,  but  
I d o n ' t  remember it. 

Q. No susp ic ions  aroused,. no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of d i s p a r i t y  
of body count and weapons: 128 k i l l s ,  3 weapons recovered? 

A.  Yes, sir. I remember d i scuss ions  along t h i s  l i n e  
but  n o t  a s p e c i f i c  ins t ance .  I th ink  t h i s  came up, and a corn-
ment was made almost every time a r e p o r t  was given on t h i s ,  
r ega rd less  of where the  a r e a  was; 

Q. Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h i s  i n  r e l a t i o n  
t o  t h e  opera t ions  of Task Force Barker? 

A.  No, s ir .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  remember a s p e c i f i c  in-
s tance .  

Q. I f  such information was provided t o  t h e  ARVN d i v i s i o n ,  
by whom would it normally be provided? 

A. To us from t h e  ARVN d i v i s i o n ?  

Q- No. I f  t h e  f i g u r e s  with r e s p e c t  t o  an American 
opera t ion  were t o  be sought by someone i n  the  ARVN d i v i s i o n ,  and 
i n  o r d e r  t o  advise  Colonel TOAN as  t o  what had gone on, what 
would be t h e  channel through which t h a t  information would be sought 
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A. I t  would normally be from t h e  commander t o  the  
s e n i o r  Army advisor .  

Q To whom would the s e n i o r  Arrny adv i so r  t u r n ?  

A. , Probably t o  the  G 3  o r  the  opera t ions  o f f i c e r  i n  
the TOC. 

Q And you would be by-passed? 

A. On this, I 'rn c e r t a i n  I would on t h i s ,  sir. 

COL ARMSTRONG: What w a s  your r e l a t i o n s h i p  with Colonel ULSACKER? 

A. I w a s  his  deputy. 

Q. No, I mean how c l o s e  was your r e l a t i o n s h i p ?  You 
were t h e r e  almost the same per iod  of t ime? 

A. About 10 months t o g e t h e r ,  sir. 3 
r'\l 

Was he c lose  t o  you and were you h i s  confidant?  ('7Q. 
You were h i s  immediate deputy; were you h i s  buddy? 0 

m 
A. Well, I d o n ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  was ever  any r e a l  c lose  
r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  s ir .  My o f f i c e  was r i g h t  next  t o  h i s ,  such as  
it w a s .  Most of l o g i s t i c a l  and admin i s t r a t ive  work t h a t  I d i d  
T passed thh-r~nghh i m  for h i s  spproval. We were not  enemies 
o r  any of t h i s  s o r t  of th ing ,  b u t  I c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  cons ider  
w e  were t h e  c l o s e s t  of f r i e n d s .  

Q - He d i d n l t  keep you i n  his confidence? 

A, Well, yes ,  sir.  I would say t h a t  dur ing  most of 
t h e  time I was t h e r e  information was passed back and f o r t h  
between us. 

Q . I a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  you f e l t  it was necessary t o  
I keep him advised,  n o t  on a l l  d e t a i l s  but  it was--

A, ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  May I ,  s i r ?  

Q. Y e s .  

A. Our opera t ion  over t h e r e  was genera l ly  f o r  me t o  
handle most of t h e  MACV admin i s t r a t ive  and l o g i s t i c a l  problems 
and t o  keep him informed on t h e  running of t h e  compound. I I 
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devoted cons iderable  time t o  t h i s  type of work, keeping the  
d e t a i l s  out  of h i s  way. He spen t  a g r e a t  p a r t  of h i s  time 
wi th  Colonel TOAN. When he was n o t  with t h e  co?onel  he was 
v i s i t i n g  h i s  own advisory team i n  the  f i e l d  a g r e a t  p a r t  of 
the  time. Normally, I would keep him informed of t h e  
admin i s t r a t ive  and l o g i s t i c a l  and personnel  problems when 
he r e tu rned  a t  t h e  end of the  day. A s  he put  it t o  me, my 
p r i n c i p a l  duty would be t o  keep the  d e t a i l s  of f  h i s  back 
so t h a t  he could a s s i s t  t h e  commander i n  any t h i n g  t h a t  needed 
doing. This is what I attempted t o  do. 

Q- Would you l i k e  t o  specu la te  on what your r e a c t i o n  
- would have been had you been informed i n  d e t a i l  of what t h a t  

a American o u t f i t  d i d  over  t h e r e  i n  t h e  2d ARVN Division AO? 

A. My f i r s t  a c t i o n  would have been t o  d i scuss  it with 
e i t h e r  Colonel ULSACKER o r  Colonel HUTTER, whoever happened 
t o  be there a t  t h e  time. 

Q .  W e l l ,  l e t  's say they gave it t o  you, and s a i d ,  
"Gee, look a t  what BARKER d id  up the re+"  What would have been 
your r e a c t i o n ?  

A.  A t  t h a t  p o i n t  I would have d iscussed  with him what 
he d e s i r e d  iri L.he Kay cf i n v e s t i g a t i c n .  

Q NO, I d o n ' t  mean t h i s ,  I mean what would be your 
personal ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e a c t i o n  t o  such a th ing?'. 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Indignat ion?  

A. S u r p r i s e ,  sir.  

Q "That o u t f i t  up t h e r e  screwing up our  mission"? 

A. S u r p r i s e ,  I t h i n k ,  more than  anything e l s e ,  sir. 

Q - Because you can r e a l i z e  t h i s  would undo--hell, t h i s  
would undo yea r s  of work? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q .  You're an advisor ,  and nobody's d iscussed  t h i s  with 
you s i n c e  it broke i n  t h e  papers? 
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A. W e l l - -

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  I mean o f f i c i a l  people? 

A. My family I 've--

Q - (Interposing.)  Yes, I understand t h a t .  

A. I ' v e  had no c o n t a c t  with any of t h e  people o t h e r  
than  an exchange of Christmas cards with some of the  people 
I w a s  over  t h e r e  with.  I have seen none of them s i n c e  I ' v e  
come back. 

Q - I n  your eva lua t ion  of Colonel ULSACKER, do you 
know him w e l l  enough t o  specu la te  on what h i s  r e a c t i o n  would 
have been i f  he had known t h e  d e t a i l s  about t h i s  th ing?  

A. I b e l i e v e  he would have gone d i r e c t l y  t o  Colonel 
TOAN and then  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. 

Q - You mean General KOSTER? 

A, Yes, s ir .  Between General KOSTER and Colonel 
ULSACKER t h e r e  was a c lose  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  ' I know on s e v e r a l  
occasions t h a t  he asked f o r  t h i n g s  from t h e  America1 Divis ion  
t h a t  w e  a t  t h e  s t a f f  l e v e l  had n o t  been a b l e  t o  g e t  and General 
RCSTEX ~xcv iZedthcm ts us. I *ink +&ere was a very clcse 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween them. 

MR MACCRATE: What about a f t e r  Colonel ULSACKER l e f t ?  

A. P r i o r  t o  Colonel ULSACKER leaving ,  Colonel HUTTER 
acconpanied Colonel ULSACKER t o  the  d i v i s i o n  headquar ters  
where he met t h e  people he should know up t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
any problems involving any of t h e  t r a i n i n g  programs o r  any-
t h i n g  we had going a t  t h a t  time due t o  the  turnover  of the  
two s e n i o r  advisors .  

Q. But I wculd assme t h a t  t h e r e  was no longer  the  
d i r e c t  r appor t  t h a t  apparent ly had developed between Colonel 
ULSACKER and General KOSTER? 

A, No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  t h e r e  was. I a l s o  be l i eve  
by t h a t  time t h a t  our s t a f f  was more acquainted with t h e i r  s t a f f .  
Most of our  opera t ions  and i n t e l l i g e n c e  people knew most of 
t h e i r  commanders and s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  q u i t e  we l l .  
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Q- Then you d e a l t  with Colonel PARSON? 

A. I have t a lked  wi th  Colonel PARSON on s e v e r a l  
occasions.  Yes, sir.  

Q With whom a t  America1 would you o r d i n a r i l y  dea l?  

A. Well, normally, I d i d n ' t ,  sir.  It was done p r i -
mari ly  by t h e  sen io r  Army advisor  o r  a t  t h e  3 o r  2 l e v e l .  M y  
normal c o n t a c t  wi th  the  Americal was when v i s i t o r s  were corn-
ing through, v i s i t i n g  one of the  o t h e r  u n i t s  and they wanted 
t o  coordina te  the  a c t i v i t y  t h e r e .  Most of the  o p e r a t i o n a l  
mat ters  were handled e i t h e r  with t h e  commanders o r  with t h e  
S3 's .  

Q Who was your 3 advisor? 

A. James HANCOCK, Major. He departed p r i o r  t o  the  
time I l e f t .  He had s ickness  a t  home. H i s  wife was i n  the  
h o s p i t a l ,  so I would be guessing,  s i r ,  b u t  I th ink  he prob-
ably left 'i'n A p r i l  o r  e a r l y  May. 

Q I t  i s  my r e c o l l e 6 t i o n  t h a t  we've heard t h a t ,  be-
cause of i l l n e s s  a t  home, he d i d  leave  about t h a t  time. 

A. About 2 months ahead of me, sir. H e  was £01-
lowed then by Major--a Captain S N I T H ,  I b e l i e v e ,  temporari ly .  

MR MACCRATE: Colonel CROMWELL, we have shown you a number of  
t h i n g s  t h i s  a f te rnoon,  i f  a t  any time a f t e r  you leave  us and 
you r e f l e c t  upon these  th ings  and it begins t o  r e l a t e  i t s e l f  
t o  somekhing you had fo rgo t t en  about ,  we would c e r t a i n l y  hope 
that you would g e t  i n  touch with t h i s  inqui ry  and l e t  us know 
about it. 

A .. I w i l l ,  sir. 

Q- W e  a r e  extremely anxious t o  g e t  a l l  t h e  information 
that w e  can as we a r e  p u t t i n g  t h i s  toge the r .  Do you a t  t h i s  
t i m e  have any ques t ions  o r  you have any s tatement  you'd l i k e  
ta make i n  the record?  

A. No, sir.  I don ' t .  

MR MACCRATE: We w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  time. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1659 hours ,  21 January 
197'0. ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: EARLE, Thomas B. MAJ 

DATE O F  TESTIMONY: 19 January  1970 

PLACE O F  TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: G2 a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  2d ARVN 
~ i v i . s i o n , ,Army, Republic o f  Vietnam. 

1. EARLE1s KNOWLEDGE O F  CIVXLIAN CASUALTIES DUE TO 
AMERICAN FORCES. 

a. G U I N N  's bri.efincr. 
(1) S e t t i n g  o f  t h e  meeting.  

A t  a round-robin b r i e f i n g  o f  t h e  a d v i s o r s  t o  
t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  G U I N N  s t a t e d  t h a t  a VC l e a f l e t  had 
a l l e g e d  t h a t  500 Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  by 
American a r t i l l e r y  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  (pgs.  5 ,  1 0 ,  11, 1 7 ) .  
Probably p r e s e n t  a t  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  h e l d  a t  t h e  2d ARVN 
Div i s ion  Compound were t h e  fo l lowing:  (1) Major HANCOCK,the 
G 3  a d v i s o r ;  ( 2 )  Major DOSIER, t h e  G 1  a d v i s o r ;  ( 3 )  Major GRAY, 
t h e  team a d j u t a n t ;  ( 4 )  Colonel  CROMWELL, t h e  team e x e c u t i v e  
o f f i c e r ;  and ( 5 )  Captain  FREEMYRE, t h e  a s s i s t a n t  G 2  adv i so r  
(pg. 26) . Perhaps p r e s e n t  were: (1)Major HACKING,  t h e  
53 a d v i s o r ;  ( 2 )  Captain  LANE, t h e  s e c t o r  S2 a d v i s o r ;  
( 3 )  Major PARKER, p a r t  o f  t h e  S 3  t e a m ;  and ( 4 )  Colonel  GREEN 
(pg.  2 7 ) .  Although EARLE could  n o t  say  t h a t  any o f  t h e  
above d e f i n i t e l y  a t t e n d e d ,  he knew of  no reason  why they  
would n o t  have been t h e r e  (pg. 27) . 

(2)  Content  o f  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

(a) Source o f  t h e  l e a f l e t .  

G U I N N  d i d  n o t  s a y  whether h e  had o b t a i n e d  
t h e  l e a f l e t  from h i s  own ar Vietnamese channe ls  (pg.  2 8 ) .  
H e  d i d  not r e c a l l  G U I N N  s ay ing  t h a t  he had r ece ived  t h e  
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i n fo rma t ion  from e i t h e r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o r  p rov ince  c h i e f s  
(pg. 1 2 ) .  However, G U I N N  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  l e a f l e t  came from 
Son Tinh Distr ict  (pg.  17 )  . 

(b) D i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  l e a f l e t .  

EARLE never  saw t h e  l e a f l e t  (pg . 5 )  . 
G U I N N  s a i d  h e  had s e n t  it up through " h i s  channe ls"  which 
EARLE b e l i e v e d  t o  be  o f  CORDS o r  s e c t o r  r a t h e r  t han  t h o s e  
o f  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  (pgs. 5 ,  11, 17)  . 

(c) Treatment o f  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n .  

The a l l e g a t i o n  was a t t r i b u t e d  t o  VC 
propaganda (pg. 1 2 )  , and G U I N N  d i d  n o t  seem t o  t a k e  t h e  
m a t t e r  s e r i o u s l y  (pg. 3 9 ) .  However, G U I N N  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he 
w a s  a t t empt ing  t o  g e t  a d d i t i o n a l  in format ion  concern ing  it 
(~53s 12 ,  27, 2 8 ) .  A t  one p o i n t  i n  h i s  t es t imony t h e  w i t n e s s  
d e c l a r e d  t h a t  G U I N N  t o l d  t h e  b r i e f i n g  he had asked t h e  
d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  
(pg. 1 2 )  . A t  ano the r  p o i n t  EARLE s t a t e d  t h a t  G U I N N  d i d  n o t  C\I 

r3
mention from whom he w a s  s eek ing  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion ,  PI 
b u t  t h a t  EARLE "assumed" it t o  be t h e  Son Tinh ~ i s t r i c t  
a d v i s o r  (pg.  2 8 ) .  I n  any e v e n t ,  G U I N N  s a i d  he w a s  a w a i t i n g  0 
a d d i t i o n a l  r e p o r t s  (pg. 1 7 ) .  G U I N N  s t a t e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  t h e  c7 

province  c h i e f  had someone looking  i n t o  it a s  w e l l  (pg.  9 ) .  
G U I N N  d i d  n o t  ask t h o s e  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  i f  t h e y  cou ld  
prov ide  a d d i t i o n a l  h e l p  (pg. 2 8 ) .  None o f  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  
checked o u t  how much American a r t i l l e r y  had been f i r e d  on 
t h e  1 6 t h  and EARLE d i d  n o t  f e e l  o b l i g a t e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  t o  
i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  matter was be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  (pgs .  29, 4 0 ,  
4 3 ) .  

(d) Addi t iona l  in format ion  concerning t h e  
b r i e f  incr . 

H e  b e l i e v e d  something w a s  s a i d  about  
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  remember what it w a s  (pg.  12 )  . 
Nor d i d  he  r e c a l l  if G U I N N  mentioned a r e p o r t  from a census  
g r i evance  team (pg.  3 4 ) .  Although G U I N N  l i v e d  a t  t h e  same 
compound as EARLE, t hey  never  aga in  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  
a f t e r  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  (pg.  38 j . 

b .  Discuss ion '  w i t h  Ma'jo'r PHO. 

EARLE had r e s p e c t  f o r  Major PHO, t h e  2d ARVN 
Div is ion  G2, w i t h  whom he  enjoyed a good working r e l a t i o n s h i p  
(pg. 4 ) .  EARLE admired PHO and cons idered  him a h i g h l y  
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competent i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  (pg. 4 ) .  Because of  t h i s  he  
had no i d e a  why PHO d i d  n o t  show him TAN'S le t te r  t o  K H I E N  
i f  PHO had it a v a i l a h l e  (pg. 1 0 ) .  EARLE d i s c u s s e d  wi th  PHO 
what he had h e a r d  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g  (pgs .  4 ,  5 ,  16 ,  33) . 
PHO cons ide red  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  t o  be  propaganda (pgs.  4 ,  5 ,  
1 6 ,  33) . However, EARLE admi t ted  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  
w i t h  what PHO wrote  t o  t h e  Chief of Staff and to Colonel TOAN, 
the commander, as seen  i n  E x h i b i t s  M-32 and M-36 (pg. 1 6 ) .  
EARLE hea rd  something about  an ARVN i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  d i d  
n o t  remember what it was Qg. 3 3 ) .  It;was h i s  impress ion 
t h a t  t h e  m a t t e r  w a s  t r e a t e d  as V i e t  Cong propaganda (pg. 33) . 
EARLE d i d  n o t  remember recommending t o  PHO t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  
be  checked at (pg. 42) . PHO never  aga in  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  
m a t t e r  w i t h  EARLE (pg.  3 7 ) .  He s a i d  no th ing  t o  EARLE about  
TOAN b r i n g i n g  t h i s  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  America1 Div is ion  
( ~ 4 -3 7 )  

s .  R z ~ ~ G r t sseen  by EARLE. 

The w i t n e s s  never  s a w  t h e  a c t u a l  VC propaganda 
l e a f l e t  and d i d  n o t  know from where Colonel  HENDERSON had 
o b t a i n e d  h i s  ccpy (pgs .  1 5 ,  18 ,  2Q). Be d i d  n o t  see a 
r e p o r t  from t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  Chief t o  t h e  Son Tinh Dis t r ic t  
C h i e f  (pg. I?). 1\1ĉ r did hp, see TO-A-N's ~ ? ? ' Y P C ~ . ~ T T F !t o  i n v e s t i q a t e  
( E x h i b i t  M-32) (pg.  16)  . H e  had n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  s een  t h e  
memo w r i t t e n  by PHO ( E x h i b i t  M-36) (pg.  1 4 )  . He heard  
no th ing  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  from a census  g r i evance  
team, and neve r  spoke t o  Major GAVIN o r  Captain  RODRIGUEZ 
about  it (pgs .  1 6 ,  28,  2 9 )  . EARLE was never  shown a copy o f  
the  memorandum s e n t  t o  GUINN by GAVIN ( E x h i b i t  M-34) (pg. 34) . 
2. INFORMATION CONCERNING THE INCIDENT FROM OTHER SOURCES. 

a. The body count .  

EARLE r e c a l l e d  t h e  mid-March o p e r a t i o n  by Task 
Force  Barker  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a ,  b u t  d i d  n,ot remember t h e  
body count  b e i n g  very  h igh  (pgs .  7 ,  8 ,  1 3 ,  1 5 ) .  Weapons t o  
body count  r a t i o s  were d i s c u s s e d  f r e q u e n t l y ,  b u t  t h e  
w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  remember such a d i s c u s s i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  8 ) .  Because he  d id  n o t  r e c a l l  a h igh  body 
count  from t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  he d i d  n o t  r e l a t e  i t  t o  t h e  VC 
propaganda (pg. 13)  . H e  d i d  n o t  remember r e a d i n g  about  t h e  
body count  i ,n t h e  America1 Div i s ion  newspaper (pg.  3 0 ) .  

b. Rumors concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

H e  hea rd  no th ing  about  people  be ing  rounded up ' and  
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sho t  by American s o l d i e r s  (pg. 2 1 ) .  He knew of  Colonel 
K H I E N ' s  ope ra t ion  i n  June of 1968, bu t  d i d  n o t  know i t s  
s p e c i a l  purpose (pg. 31) . There were j o i n t  s t a f f  peekings 
between t h e  Vietnamese and t h e  American adv i so r s ,  b u t  he d id  
n o t  r e c o l l e c t  TOAN mentioning t h e  a f f a i r  (pg. 3 8 ) .  He was 
never t o l d  n o t  t o  t a l k  about it (pg. 3 5 ) .  He never saw 
KOSTER o r  YOUNG a t  t h e  compound (pgs. 37, 3 8 )  . I n  s h o r t ,  
he never saw o r  heard anything t o  arouse h i s  c u r i o s i t y  a s  
t o  what may have happened i n  Son Tinh District (pg. 35) .  

3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  Recent d i scuss ions  w i t h  CALHOUN. 

P r i o r  t o  h i s  appearance before t h e  PEERS- committee 
he spoke t o  Major CALHOUN about it (pgs.  3 ,  23 ) .  He knew 
a t  t h a t  time t h a t  CALHOUN was scheduled t o  appear before  t h e  
committee (pg. 2 5 )  . He t o l d  CALHOUN t h a t  he remembered t h e  
i n c i d e n t ,  b u t  they d i d  n o t  d i scuss  d e t a i l s  (pgs. 2 3 ,  2 4 )  . 

b .  EARLE1s  eva lua t ion  of h i s  commanders. 

When EARLE became G 2  advisor  h i s  s u p e r i o r  w a s  
Colonel ULSAKER who had a good working re1at ionship :wi th  
t h e  Vietnamese (pg. 3) . Colonel HUTTER, who replaced  ULSAKER, 
was n o t  a s  aggress ive  i n  p r o f e r r i n g  he lp  t o  t h e  Vietnamese, 
b u t ,  i n s t e a d ,  wai ted u n t i l  they sought a s s i s t a n c e  (pg. 4 j  . 

c. EARLEFs R&R, 

EARLE went t o  Hawaii i n  mid-March f o r  R&R,  b u t  he 
could n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  exac t  d a t e s  (pg. 9 ) .  He be l ieved he 
re turned  i n  e a r l y  Apr i l  (pg. 33)  . 

d. Miscellaneous.  

EARLE knew nothing about a p o l i c y  of burning 
Vietnamese v i l l a g e s  (pg. 3 6 )  . 
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E X H I B I T S  

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

TAN'S  l e t t e r  t o  Km w 1 t  had never seen I 
2 8  M a r ,  ( t r a n s )  before. 5 

wit naa never seen  
S t a t e m e n t  of RODRIGUEZ before. 1 7 , 1 8  
TOAN ' s dlrect lve t o  never s e u  
i n v e s t i g a t e  before. 1 6  
TAN'S  l e t t e r  t o  KHIEN,  Witness d i d  not  see 
11 A p r i l  ( t r a n s )  ( Q u a n g  b u t  GUINN m e n t i o n e d  
N g a i  P r o v )  ~t t o  h l m .  

9 
Memo fo r  DC, 2 d  ARVN W l t  had never seen  
D i v ,  1 2  A p r i l  before. 1 4  
COMUmCV MSG 2 1 1 5 3 1 2  K n t e r e d  l n t o  t h e  
Feb 6 8  record .. . 4 2  

W l t  had never  seen  
HENDERSON I s  R e p o r t  before. 1 8  
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SUMMARY OF RECALL TESTIMONY 

WITNESS : EARLE, Thomas B. MAJ 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 26 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: G2 ~ d v i s o r  t o  t h e  

2d ARVN D i v i s i o n ,  Republic o f  Vietnam. 


1. EARLEIS KNOWLEDGE OF CIVILIAN CASUALTIES DUE TO 

AMERICAN FORCES. 


a. G U I N N ' s  b r i e f i n g .  

(1) S e t t i n g  ef the meeting. 

There were no ARVN1s a t  t h e  meeting a t  
which L ieu tenan t  Colonel  G U I N N  r e p o r t e d  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  
t h a t  Americans had k i l l e d  500 c i v i l i a n s  (pg. 5 1 ) .  The 
on ly  persons  h e  p o s i t i v e l y  r e c a l l e d  be ing  p r e s e n t  were 
G U I N N  and h imse l f  (pg. 5 4 )  . I t  was p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  
execu t ive  o f f i c e r ,  Colonel  CROMWELL, was t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e  
w i tnes s  d i d  n o t  remember t h e  presence  o f  Colonel  HUTTER 
(pg. 5 4 ) .  

( 2 )  Content  o f  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

G U I N N  s a i d  he had r e c e i v e d  a r e p o r t  through 
VC propaganda t h a t  Americans had k i l l e d  500 c i v i l i a n s  
(pg. 5 1 ) .  EARLE d i d  n o t  know whether  G U I N N  g o t  t h i s  
in format ion  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
a d v i s o r ,  b u t  he  b e l i e v e d  it w a s  t h e  l a t t e r  (pg.  5 2 ) .  He 
f e l t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  a d v i s o r  g o t  h i s  i n fo rma t ion  from t h e  
d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  (pg. 52) . However, EARLE could  n o t  remember 

. 	 s e e i n g  a copy o f  TAN'S l e t te r  t o  KHIEN (pg. 5 2 ) .  He knew 
he w a s  t o l d  about  R O D R I G U E Z ' S  s t a t e m e n t  ( ~ x h i b i tM-30), 
b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  i f  he  saw it (pg.  5 2 ) .  H e  cou ld  n o t  
recollect t h e  name o f  any p a r t i c u l a r  v i l l a g e  i n  r e l a t i o n  
t o  t h e  RODRIGUEZ document (pg. 53). H e  heard  something 

(EARLE) 	 1 SUM APP T-182A 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


about  a d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  r e p o r t  (pg. 5 6 ) .  A s  EARLE under- 
s t o o d  G U I N N ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  g o t  h i s  i n fo rma t ion  from a 
l e a f l e t .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  no t  know where t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  
o b t a i n e d  t h e  l e a f l e t  (pg. 5 6 ) .  He r e j e c t e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  i n  h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  e v e n t s  he was i n t e r m i n g l i n g  
knowledge o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f '  s l e t t e r  w i th  knowledge o f  
a VC propaganda l e a f l e t  (pgs .  57, 58) . G U I N N  d i d  n o t  say  
anyth ing  about  t h e  a c t i o n  t h e  Vietnamese were t a k i n g ,  n o r  
d i d  he s ay  what K H I E N  was doing (pgs .  55, 5 7 ) .  G U I N N  d i d  
n o t  mention wi th  whom a t  s e c t o r  he  w a s  working on t h e  matter, 
b u t  t h e  w i t n e s s  sugges ted  t h a t  i t  was probably Capta in  LANE, 
t h e  sector S2 (pg. 5 5 ) .  Though EARLE was f r i e n d l y  w i t h  
&ANE, they  d i d  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  (pg.  5 4 )  . 

( 3 )  Treatment o f  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n .  

Even though t h e  g e n e r a l  consensus o f  t h e  
meeting w a s  t h a t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  was merely propaganda, 
EARLE b e l i e v e d  G U I N N  s a i d  he w a s  forwarding it (pgs .  52,  
5 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  thought  it w a s  forwarded t o  t h e  prov ince  
a d v i s o r ,  b u t  he  d i d  n o t  know i f  it went through o f f i c i a l  
channels  (pg. 5 2 ) .  He assumed, however, t h a t  it w a s  s e n t  
up through G U I N N ' s  channels  (pg. 5 7 ) .  I f  it  went through 
o f f i c i a l  channels  it would have gone t o  Danang v i a  CORDS 
channels  o r  t o  t h e  prov ince  a d v i s o r  who would have forwarded 
t h e  i n fo rma t ion  (pg. 5 3 ) .  I f  G U I N N  had r e p o r t e d  t h e  inform- 
a t i o n  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  America1 Div i s ion ,  he would have 
informed t h e  s e n i o r  o f  t h e  Quang ~ g a i  adv isory  group t h a t  
t h i s  had been done (pg. 53).EARLE r e c a l l e d  G U I N N  s ay ing  
t h a t  he w a s  s eek ing  a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  (pg. 57) . H e  
d i d  n o t  know from whom G U I N N  planned t o  g e t  t h e  i n fo rma t ion  
(pg. 5 7 ) .  I t  might have been RODRIGUEZ (pg. 5 7 ) .  H e  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  i f  G U I N N  s a i d  what p rov ince  o r  s e c t o r  was doing 
about  it (pg.  5 8 ) .  The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  d i s c u s s i n g  
wi th  HUTTER t h e  t h i n g s  he had heard  from G U I N N  (pgs. 46,4'7). 

b. Meet ins  w i t h  PHO. 

The morning fo l lowing  t h i s  meeting EARLE d i s c u s s e d  
t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  w i t h  PHO who b e l i e v e d  it t o  be  VC propaganda 
(pgs.  50,  5 8 ) .  PHO d i d  n o t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he had a copy of  

a l e t t e c  from TAN t o  KI-I IEN,  no r  d i d  PHC mention t h e  source 
o f  h i s  in format ion  (pg. 5 0 ) .  PHO d i d  n o t  show him any 
document r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg. 50)  . H e  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  PHO s ay ing  anyth ing  about  t h e  Son My v i l l a g e  c h i e f  
(pg. 5 0 ) .  PHO s a i d  no th ing  about  a r t i l l e r y  (pg. 5 9 ) .  
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pH0 d i d  n o t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he had t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  
r e p o r t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  propaganda l e a f l e t ,  b u t  pingled 
bath- , together  (pgs. 59, 60) . PHO d i d  n o t  t e l l  EARLE t h a t  
he had suggested t o  both  t h e  chief  of s t a f f  and t h e  
2d ARVN Divis ion CO t h a t  t h e  mat ter  be i n v e s t i g a t e d  
by t h e  province chief  and t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  (pg. 59) .  
PHO d i d  n o t  s a y  what he was recommending (pg, 51); 
PHO d i d  n o t  t e l l  him t h a t  during one o f  KOSTER1s t r i p s  
t o  t h e  ARVN ~ i v i s i o n  PHO had taken TOAN a copy o f  the 
d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  r e p o r t  (pg. 6 1 ) .  He never spoke t o  PHO 
about t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  o t h e r  than t h i s  one time (pg. 6 1 ) .  
PHO was r e l u c t a n t  t o  c r i t i c i z e d  Americans o r  ~ r n e r i c a n  
u n i t s  (pg. 5 8 ) .  

2.  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  S e t t i n g  of r e c e i p t  o f  rumor about i n c i d e n t .  

The wi tness  s t a t e d  t h a t  My Lai may have been over-
shadowed by o t h e r  events  as t h e r e  were r e p o r t s  o f  for th-
coming a t t a c k s  (pg. 46) . 

b. I n t e r c e p t i o n  of  t h e  propaganda broadcas t  . 
EARLE specula ted  t h a t  t h e  copy of  t h e  VC 

propaganda broadcas t  given t o  t h e  Americal ~ i v i s i o n  by 
t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion need no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  have gone through 
h i s  o f f i c e ,  b u t  could have been given d i r e c t l y  t o  HENDERSON 
(pg. 48) .  The t r a n s l a t i o n  could have been made a t  
br igade  o r  d i v i s i o n  (pg. 4 9 ) .  There were a v a r i e t y  of  
ways t h a t  t h e  information could have been given t o  HENDERSON 
(pg.  49 . 

V i s i t s  by KOSTER t o  d i v i s i o n .  

Although KOSTER v i s i t e d  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion 
f requen t ly ,  EARLE could n o t  r e c a l l  any p a r t i c u l a r  v i s i t  
w i th in  t h e  time zone of t h e  Americal i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and he 
was no t  p r ivy  t o  most meetings (pg. 60) . Usually KOSTER, 
TOAN, and t h e  advisory team ch ie f  met a lone  (pg. 6 0 ) .  

d. isc cuss ion of i n c i d e n t  with var ious  i n d i v i d u a l s .  

EARLE could have d iscussed  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  with 
TREXLER, OWENS o r  BLACKLEDGE, b u t  it i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  he 
d i d  s o  with HENDERSON (pg. 4 7 )  . 
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e .  Opening of road t o  Tien Phuoc. 

Coincident  wi th  HUTTER's a r r i v a l  i n  l a t e  April 
o r  e a r l y  May they began opening t h e  road t o  Thien Phuoc 
i n  o r d e r  t o  g i v e  t h e  people of t h e  region access  t o  
government c o n t r o l l e d  a reas  (pgs. 62 -64)  . / KOSTER and 
t h e  Quang Tinh Province Chief wanted t h i s  done and 
t h e  p lan  was t o  use  2d ARVN Divis ion t roops  f o r  t h e  
opera t ion  (pg. 62) . The t roops were provided i n i t i a l l y ,  
b u t  had t o  be withdrawn because of f e a r  of a t t a c k  on 
Tam Ky (pg. 6 2 )  . EARLE could n o t  r e c a l l  KOSTER v i s i t i n g  
TOAN s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  t h e  purpose of d i scuss ing  t h i s  
opera t ion  (pg. 62) .  
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(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1555 hours ,  19 January 
1970.) 


10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  i s  Major Thomas B. EARLE, Jr. 

(MAJ EARLE was c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was sworn, 
and h e  t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows :) 

Major EARLE, f o r  t h e  r ecord ,  would you p lease  s t a t e  
your f u l l  name, grade ,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number, organiza t ion  and 
s t a t i o n .  

A. Thomas B. EARLE, Jx. , Major, S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number 
., ODCSINTEL, Headquarters,  CONARC, F o r t  Monroe, 

Virg in ia .  

I0 : Major E A W E ,  have you had an opcr tu i l i ty  t o  read the 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  which were provided you (Exh ib i t  M-5 7 )  ? 

A. y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. Do you understand them o r  have any ques t ions  con-
c e r n i n ~therr?? 

A. I understand , no ques t ions  . 
Q- Major EARLE a s i d e  from myself h e r e  I have on my 
l e f t  M r .  Robert MACCRATE who is  a c i v i l i a n  a t to rney .  M r .  
MACCRATE has  volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  LIe Secre tary  of  t h e  
Army t o  a s s i s t  me i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  t o  provide 
l e g a l  counsel  t o  m e ,  and o t h e r  members of t h e  i n q u i r y  team. 
On my r i g h t ,  is Colonel ARMSTRONG, who has  been d i s i g n a t e d  by 
t h e  Off ice  of t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  i n  this i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n .  In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  group which w i l l  
t a l k  t o  you t h i s  a f te rnoon,  we have o t h e r  teams, which a r e  
t ak ing  testimony from o t h e r  wi tnesses .  You should know how- 
eve r ,  t h a t  I w i l l  have the  f i n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p u t t i n g  
t o g e t h e r  the  r e p o r t ,  weighing the  evidence,  and making the  
f ind ings  and recommendat ions .  

A s  a  m i l i t a r y  member you a r e  ordered  n o t  t o  
d i scuss  your testimony i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wi th  o t h e r s ,  
and more p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  o t h e r  witnesses  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
except  as  you may be requ i red  t o  do s o  i n  o f f i c i a l  duty o r  
as  you may a l s o  be requ i red  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  
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a competent a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  body. 
Now w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  l e g i s l a t i v e  body, t h i s  cou ld  p o s s i b l y  
i n c l u d e  committees from t h e  Congress,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  subcommittee of  the House Armed S e r v i c e s  ' 

Committee. Your tes t imony h e r e  would i n  no way p rec lude  
your  appearance b e f o r e  t h o s e  b o d i e s .  I do n o t  b e l i e v e  you 
have been c i t e d  o r  n o t i f i e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge i n  t h e  
g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  case  of  t h e  Uni ted s t a t e s  v .  C a l l e y ,  
o r  any of t h e  o t h e r  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e s  which a r e  

,pending.  Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q - I would on ly  i n d i c a t e  i f  you e v e r  a r e  s o  n o t i -
f i e d ,  your  t es t imony h e r e  would i n  no way change, e i t h e r  
t h e  e f f e c t ,  o r  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of t h o s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  Do 
you have any q u e s t i o n s  a t  this time? 

A. NO,  sir. 

Q. Major EARLE, would you s t a t e  what your  du ty  as-
signment w a s  on 1 6  March 1968.  

A. S i r ,  I . w a s  t h e  G 2  a d v i s o r ,  t o  t h e  2d ARVN Divi-
s i o n ,  Army Republ ic  of Vietnam, headquar te red  a t  Quang Ngai 

.Ci ty ,  i n  Quang Ngai Province ,  Vietnam. 

Q How long  have you been i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ?  

A .  T c  Lbs b e s t  c f  ~y kncT;?lzdge, s i r ,  I went t h e r e  i n  
October of 1967. 

Q How long  d i d  you s t a y  i n  t h a t  job? 

A .  I l e f t  t h e r e ,  i t  was e i t h e r  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  of 
June,  o r  t h e  first p a r t  of J u l y  of 1 9 6  8. 

Q Where d i d  you go from t h e r e ?  

A. To my p r e s e n t  ass ignment ,  Headquar te rs ,  CONARC. 

Q S ince  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  became a m a t t e r  of 
p u b l i c  knowledge on the r a d i o ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  and i n  the news-
pape r s ,  4 o r  5 months ago, i n  September, October 1969, 
have you had any conve r sa t ions  w i th  anybody from your adv i so ry  
group,  o r  from t h e  America1 Div i s ion ,  concerning what might 
have t r a n s p i r e d  i n  the Son My a r e a ,  o r  My La i  i n  t h e  middle 
of March 1968? 
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A. Yes, sir.  A good f r i e n d  of mine of  many y e a r s ,  
Major CALHOUN, who was i n  t h e  m e r i c a l  Divis ion a t  t h e  same 
time I was i n  Vietnam works i n  t h e  same bu i ld ing  i n  which 
I work, t h e r e  a t  Headquarters,  CONARC. And he and I have d i s -
cussed g e n e r a l l y  what was i n  t h e  papers ,  and th ings  l i k e  t h a t  
concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

Q- Did you go back and t r y  t o  r e c o l l e c t  t h i n g s  with 
him, o r  what d i d  you do? 

A. W e  j u s t  s o r t  of  d iscussed  what happened, and t r i e d  
t o  compare no tes .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  conversat ion we've 
had now, bu t  we d i d  d i s c u s s  the i n c i d e n t .  

Q. Would you descr ibe  your d u t i e s  a s  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e
adv i so r  t o  t h e  G 2 ,  of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I advised t h e  2d ARVN G 2  on i n t e l l i -
gence mat t e r s ,  o p e r a t i o n a l  m a t t e r s ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s ,  
t h ings  of  t h a t  na tu re .  And I a l s o  s e n t  i n  i n t e l l i n g e n c e  re-
p o r t s  t o  F i r s t  Corp, I Corp advisory group, and d iscussed  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  mat t e r s  with people i n  t h a t  o f f i c e ,  from time t o  
time. 

Q Your commander a t  t h a t  t ime,  I b e l i e v e ,  was 
Colonel ULSAKER, wasn ' t  i t ?  

A. y e s ,  sir. 

Q. What was your r e l a t l i o n s h i p  wi th  him? 

A .  W e l l ,  sir, I a l s o  advised him on, o r  k e p t  him 
appra ised  of enemy information t h a t  we obta ined  from t h e  
ARVN G 2  people,  from t h e  s e c t o r  people,  th ings  of t h a t  
na ture .  

Q g  Were you on a good working r e l a t i o n s h i p  with 
him, and what was h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with t h e  Vietnamese? 

A. They w e r e  outs tanding .  I had what I thought was 
good rappor t  and working r e l a t i o n s h i p s  with t h e  South 
Vietnamese. 

Q. And who was h i s  successor?  

A. Colonel HUTTER. 

8. And how was h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  with then ,  Colonel 
TOAN and members of t h e  s t a f f ?  
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A. A s  f a r  as  I know, they  were a l s o  very good, how-
e v e r  Colonel HUTTER and Colonel ULSAKER had a l i t t l e  d i f f e r -
e n t  method of opera t ion  and--

Q- ( In terpos ing)  What do you mean by t h a t ?  

A. W e l l ,  s ir ,  Colonel ULSAKER was i n  very c lose  con-
t a c t  and coordina t ion  wi th  General TOAN, d a i l y ,  day and n i g h t .  
And, Colonel HUTTER seemed t o  want t o  break o f f  this shadowing, 
you know, type  opera t ion ,  o r  being w i t h  him day and n i g h t ,  and 
elbow t o  elbow with him, you know, and a l l  h i s  v i s i t s  and 
th ings  of na tu re .  H e  was one, t o  l e t  them, more o r  less, go 
o f f  on t h e i r  own and j u s t  advise them when they sought h i s  
advice.  

Q Was t h e r e  any c o n f l i c t  between Colonel HUTTER and 
Colonel TOAN dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s ?  

A. No, s L r ,  n o t  t o  my knowledge. 

Q. And what was your r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  wi th  t h e  G2 of 
t h e  ARVN d i v i s i o n ,  what was h i s  name? 

A. Major PHO, Pham Van PHO t o  be e x a c t .  I knew 
Major PHO very w e l l ,  thought he  was a very competent o f f i c e r ,  
a r e a l  outs tanding  man, and I have utmost r e s p e c t  and admira-
t i o n  f o r  Major PHO. An outs tanding  man by any s t andard  of 
measure. 

Q Do you t h i n k  he was a h iqhly  competent i n t e l l i g e n c e  
o f f i c e r ,  i s  t h a t  what you ' re  saying? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  I t h i n k  he was. 

Q. Were you f a m i l i a r  wi th  any r e p o r t s ,  which may have 
been provided t h e  di .vis ion commander, o r  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  of-
f i c e r ,  from t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  some time toward t h e  end of 
March, o r  the  f i r s t  p a r t  of Apr i l ?  

A. Concerning t h i s  My La i?  

Q - Yes. 

A. No, sir ,  I was no t .  However, I heard of an i n c i -
dent  t h e r e ,  and I be l i eve  it t o  be t h e  same one. I d i d n ' t  
hea r  it from him, though. In f a c t ,  I d iscussed  what I heard 
wi th  him and he j u s t  l abe led  it as  VC propaganda, and t h a t  
was about it. 
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Q .  What- d i d  you hea r?  

A. W e l l ,  slr, I hea r8 ,  I b e l i e v e  now, from Lieutenant  
Colonel G U I N N ,  who w a s  t h e  s e c t o r  adv i so r ,  dur ing  our  d a i l y  
morning b r i e f i n g ,  t h a t  I b e l i e v e  people from h i s  s e c t o r  
team, had heard t h a t  about 500 South Vietnamese were k i l l e d  
by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  o r  t h a t  t h e  America: Americans had k i l l e d  
500 South Vietnamese by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  And t h a t  was about 
t h e  e x t e n t  of--

Q m  (TnterposlngJ D i d  he t e l l  you how he g o t  his i n f o r -
mation? 

A .  I b e l i e v e  he  said, someone had a l e a f l e t ,  a VC 
l e a f l e t  o r  something of t h a t  na ture .  

4- D i d  you e v e r  s e e  t h e  l e a f l e t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  s e e  i t .  He s a i d  h e ' d  s e n t  it on 
up through h i s  channels.  

Q-. Being an o l d  i n t e l l i g e n c e  type I'd l i k e  t o  th ink  
c u r i o s i t y  alone would ga in  your i n t e r e s t .  

A. Yes, s i r , ' w e l l  i t  had. It was s o  absurd r e a l l y .  
It j u s t  d i d n ' t  r i n g  t r u e  a t  a l l ,  and as  I s a y ,  I i n q u i r e d  
about i t  through Major PHO. 

Q. What d i d  Major PHO say about i t ?  

A. H e  l abe led  it as VC propaganda. 

Q. I have here  a memorandum which i s  w r i t t e n  by t h e  
d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  of Son Tim, t o  t h e  province c h i e f  of Quang Ngai, 
da ted  28 March. I would ask i f  you ever--the Vietnamese ver-
s i o n  i s  d i r e c t l y  underneath t h e r e .  Inc iden t ly  , do you speak, 
r e a d ,  o r  w r i t e ,  Vietnamese? 

No, sir ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q I would l i k e  t o  know i f  you 've e v e r  seen  t h i s  
Vietnamese document which i s  Exh ib i t  M - 5 ,  e i t h e r  t h e  Viet-
namese o r  t h e  English v e r s i o n .  

A. No, s i r ,  I don. ' t  remember see ing  these .  

Q- The a r e a  which we ' re  i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  i s  t h i s  a r e a  
which you s e e  on t h e  map t o  your r e a r ,  Major EARLE, which i s  
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t h e  Son My V i l l a g e  a r e a ,  g e n e r a l l y  speaking .  A c t u a l l y ,  t h e  
A0 goes about  maybe 1,000 t o  1,500 meters w e s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  
boundary. Although t h e  U . S .  maps show t h e  name My' L a i ,  i f  
y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  on  t h e  map and a l s o  y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  on t h e  
c o a s t ,  y o u ' l l  s e e  Co Lay. These a r e  n o t  t h e  normal ly  ac-
cep ted  terms which a r e  used i n  t h e  a r e a .  Tha t  which t h e  
arrow p o i n t s  t o  is My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  is  a c t u a l l y  t h e  Tu Cung 
H a m l e t .  And g e n e r a l l y  a long  the c o a s t ,  t h e  c o a s t a l  s t r i p ,  , 

i f  y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  where you see Co Lay ( l ) ,  ( 2 )  , and ( 3 ) ,  this 
a r e a  is  t h e . a r e a  of  Co Luy Hamlet. Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  see-
i n g  any th ing  which used t h o s e  terms? Th i s  was w e l l  known 
by Colonel  G U I N N  and t h e  o t h e r  members that t h e  Vietnamese 
and t h e  VC vers ion-- t h e  terms that they  used. 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - Actua l ly  f o r  your  i n fo rma t ion ,  h e r e  i s  a d i a -
gram which o u t l i n e s  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and t h e  hamle t s ,  and sub-
hamlets  w i t h i n  the v i l l a g e .  This  may be h e l p f u l 1  t o  you. 

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  any th ing  about  
t h e  a r e a ,  concern ing  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I know t h a t  w a s  a VC 
c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a  and w e  had r e p o r t s  of u n i t s  moving around,  
throughout  t h a t  a r e a ,  from t i m e  t o  t ime.  And, I know w e ,  
meaning t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  had o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  from 
t i m e  t o  t i m e .  Sometimes they  were s u c c e s s f u l  i n  overpowering 
t h e  enemy and sometimes they  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  i n t o  the area 
because of i n t e n s e  enemy a c t i v i t y .  And I know t h i s  was 
d e f i n i t e l y  a Viet Cong c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a ,  and had been f o r  
many , many, many y e a r s  . 
Q Do you remember the name o r  d e s i g n a t i o n ,  of  t h e  
VC o r  NVA u n i t  ox u n i t s ,  t h a t  were l o c a t e d  i n  t h e r e ?  

A.  Yes, s i r ,  t h e r e  was a P-31 P la toon ,  I b e l i e v e  
was i n  t h a t  a r e a .  There was t h e  V i e t  Cong 48th B a t t a l i o n ,  
which is  i n  my opin ion ,  from what I ' v e  r e a d  and h e a r d ,  
b e f o r e  and s i n c e ,  probably one of t h e  b e s t  V i e t  Cong 
u n i t s  i n  Vietnam, South Vietnam. A r e a l  o u t s t a n d i n g  organi -
z a t i o n .  Of course ,  t hey  w e r e  b e a t  up from t i m e  t o  t ime ,  and 
they could r e c o n s t i t u t e  t h e i r  f o r c e s  o u t  o f  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e ,  i n  
a compara t ive ly  shori p e r i o d  of t i m e ,  Szcause this was such 
a s t r o n g  V i e t  Cong dominated a r e a o  

" 

Q. W e l l ,  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of t h i s  b a t t a l i o n  w a s  e s t i m a t e d  
by v a r i o u s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  sou rces  as  200 t o  250.  Is t h a t  a f u l l  
s t r e n g t h  b a t t a l i o n ?  
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A. N o ,  s i r .  Information t h a t  I rece ived ,  had the  
s t r e n g t h  c l o s e  t o  400  men. I know it went down t o  250 a t  
t imes ,  b u t  they  seemed t o  g e t  i t  back up, r i g h t  away. 

Q *  Do you r e c a l l  what a c t i v i t y  t h i s  b a t t a l i o n  was 
involved i n ,  du r ing  t h e  T e t  Offensive? 

A .  Y e s ,  sir, they  were involved i n  a c t i v i t y ,  I be-
l i e v e ,  d i r e c t e d  toward a Vietnamese t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r  r i g h t  
across  t h e  r i v e r  from Quang Ngai C i t y ,  n o t  t o o  f a r  from 
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  headquar ters .  

Q. m a t  happened t o  them? 

A. W e l l ,  they  overran  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  they  were f i g h t -
i n g  i n  and then  t h e  South Vietnamese a t t acked  t h i s  a rea  and 
k ind  of dep le ted  t h e i r  f o r c e s .  They took p r e t t y  heavy l o s s e s  
i n  t h a t  engagement. 

Q That I s  c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  xhak we hea rd ,  'chat they  
k i l l e d  over  100 of them i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  and t h e y  were back up t o  s t r e n g t h  s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  t h a t  t o o ,  I b e l i e v e .  

Q r.7-
W ~ G ha-zen't anything ts s a k ~ t ~ i i t i a t ei l i a L .  I 3  you 

have I'd l i k e  t o  have it because w e  understood t h a t  it was 
s o  badly mauled during t h e  T e t  Offensive,  t h a t  it i n  f a c t ,  
i n i t i a l l y  withdrew back i n t o  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  But t h e n ,  
s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  i t  proceeded t o  t h e  mountains t o  t h e  . 
west  f o r  r e t r a i n i n g ,  regrouping, and r e f i t t i n g .  It s tayed 
t h e r e  u n t i l  some time i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of March when it 
moved back i n t o  t h i s  a rea .  This  i s  what p r e c i p i t a t e d  t h i s  
o p e r a t i o n ,  i n t o  the  a rea .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. Well, t h i s  i s  t h e  t ime frame t h a t  I ' m  
speaking o f .  They were r e c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e i r  f o r c e s ,  and re-
t r a i n i n g ,  and g e t t i n g  back i n t o  shape ,  again.  And t h e r e  
were a l o t  of g u e r r i l l a  u n i t s  i n  this e n t i r e  a r e a  a l s o ,  hamlet 
g u e r r i l l a  u n i t s ,  v i l l a g e  g u e r r i l l a  u n i t s ,  and i t  was j u s t  a 
V i e t  Cong i n f e s t e d  a r e a ,  bottom t o  t o p .  

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  t h e  opera t ion  of  Task Force Barker 
i n t o  t h i s  a r e a ,  i n  mid-March? 

A. Yes, sir ,  I remember t h e  opera t ion .  

Q g  D o  you r e c a l l  t h e  body count? 
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A. I know t o  me i t  doesn ' t  r e g i s t e r  a t  t h i s  t ime. 

I t  d o e s n ' t  appear t o  be any s i g n i f i c a n t  number, o r  I probably 

would have remembered it,  bu t  I d o n ' t  remember i t  being very 

high.  


Q. I wonder why you d o n ' t  remember it  being  very high 

because t h i s  is t h e  b i g g e s t  ope ra t ion  t h i s  o u t f i t ,  o r  t h e  11th 

Brigade had been i n t o  s i n c e  they  a r r i v e d  i n  country.  


A. I know t h a t  t h e r e  had been s e v e r a l  o t h e r  opera t ions  

i n  t h a t  a rea  t h e r e ,  and t h e  body counts were comparatively 

high, and t h i s  one though, I d o n ' t  remember a s  be ing  very high. 


Q. Well, j u s t  t h e  f i r s t  day of  t h e  opera t ion  a lone ,  
was 1 2 8  enemy K I A ,  2 U.S. K I A  and 3 weapons captured ,  11 U . S .  
WIA. D o  those f i g u r e s  r i n g  a b e l l  with you? 

A. No, s i r ,  they  don' t .  

a .  Did you ever  h e a r  o r  recal l .  any d i scuss ion  then 
o r  a t  a later date, concerning t h e  d i s p a r i t y  between the body 
count  of 128, and only 3 weapons captured? 

A. Yes, I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  t h e  
t ime b u t  I do remember th i s  be ing  d iscussed  a t  t imes ,  having 
a l a r g e  body count  o r  a  body count.  I won ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  c a l l  
i t  l a r g e ,  b u t  no weapons being captured ,  conversa t ion  of that 
nature .  I remember o t h e r  body counts though, t h a t  were--went 
100, 150 and 200 category and I remember those  because they 

I ; I T ~ P ~  r e ~ a m k e rth is - -h l ~ tI G c ? E ' ~  

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  T h i s  one,  it seems t o  m e  t h a t  you 
might have been absen t .  When d i d  you go on R&R? 

A. 1t 'was toward t h e  l a s t  p a r t  of  March. 

Q. P r e c i s e l y ,  when d i d  you go on R&R? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember e x a c t l y ,  s i r .  

Q. Where d i d  you qo? 

A. Went t o  Hawaii. 

Q. Family come ou t?  

A. Yes , s i r .  
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A r e  you s u r e ,  you a o n ' t  remember t h e  da te?  

A. No, STY, n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

am J u s t  t h i n k  back now, a f e w  minutes he re .  You had 
t o  make arrangements t o  g e t  your wife  t h e r e .  

A. It  was toward t h e  l a s t  p a r t  of March. I d o n ' t  re-
member t h e  e x a c t  d a t e .  I d o n ' t  remember r i g h t  offhand. But, 
I do remember t h a t  this information about people being k i l l e d  
by a r t i l l e r y ,  happened, I b e l i e v e ,  before  I went on R&R. 

Q - When d i d  you come back from RtR? 

A. Again, I d o n ' t  remember the e x a c t  d a t e ,  sir. I 
seems l i k e  I went ana came back before  the l a s t  p a r t  of 
March. 

Q. You w e r e  back i n  province then  i n  e a r l y  Apr i l ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. Yes, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  I s - -

Q. (Tnterposing) Was your coun te rpa r t  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  
t ime,  t h e  G 2 ,  Major PHO? 

A. To t h e  b e s t  of my memory, he was. I know he was 
gone for  a period of time t o  school  i n  Singapore.  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  whether it was during t h a t  pe r iod  o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  
t h ink  i t  was. 

Q. I have h e r e ,  another  memorandum which has been 
e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  as  Exhibit M-34, from t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  t o  t h e  province c h i e f  of  Quang 
Ngai Province,  da ted  11 A p r i l .  The Vietnamese ve r s ion  i s  
a t t ached  h e r e .  I would ask i f  you've seen  this document, 
e i t h e r  t h e  Vietnamese o r  t h e  English.  

A. No, sir, I d o n ' t  rerne&er see ing  t h i s  document. 
But I b e l i e v e  I heard Colonel GUINN mention something about 
t h i s  r e p o r t .  

Q. What d i d  he say? 

A .  Maybe t h i s  wasn' t ,  maybe i t  was t h e  o r i g i n a l  in-  
formation about the 500  people be ing  k i l l e d ,  and the f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  province ch ie f  had someone looking i n t o  the mat te r .  
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a* Well, now I want you t o  look down a t  t h e  bottom 
of  t h a t  document, and n o t i c e  who rece ived  copies  of. i t .  Y o u ' l l  
n o t i c e  t h a t  one of them went t o  the  2d ARVN Divis ion  headquar-
t e r s ,  y o u ' l l  a l s o  n o t i c e  t h a t  one of  them went t o  MACV, Quang 
Ngai s e c t o r .  Who's MACV, Quang Ngai s e c t o r ?  

A. ' That was t h e  s e c t o r  opera t ion  t h e r e ,  Colonel 
G U I N N  and h i s  s t a f f .  

Q T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  So f o r  s u r e  Colonel G U I N N  should 
have seen t h i s ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

am Now what about the  2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o nheadquar ters?  
You've i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you had e x c e l l e n t  r appor t  wi th  PHO, 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q. Do you expect  t h a t  PHO would have shown t h i s  t o  
you, i f  he had rece ived  i t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  know why he s h o u l d n ' t  have,  n o t  offhand. 

Q B u t  you say you've never  seen  i t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  remember s e e i n g  i t .  

Q You might s tudy t h i s  f o r  a l i t t l e  whi l e ,  and s e e  
some oF t - h o s e  facts, and c i r cu rns tances~and s o  f o r t h ,  and 
s e e  i f  it f i x e s  i n  your mjnd. 

A. No, s i r ,  I don1t remember s e e i n g  i t .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  Well j u s t  leave  it t h e r e .  Now, I ' d  
l i k e  t o  go back again, t o  your d i scuss ion  with Colonel G U I N N .  
I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t h i n k  about t h a t  f o r  a minute. I want you t o  
t r y  t o  r e c o l l e c t ,  t o  t h e  abso lu te  b e s t  you can ,  e x a c t l y  what 
G U I N N  t o l d  you concerning t h e  even t s  and concerning any 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  r e p o r t s ,  and so  f o r t h ,  of it. 

A. Well, Ihe d l d n '  t d i s c u s s  li; wi-k t i  m e  pe r sona l ly .  It 
w a s  a t  a b r i e f i n g  and we j u s t  s o r t  of  had a sound robin  type  
d i scuss ion  and--

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Where? 
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A. I n  the  Advisory Team 2 . b r i e f i n g  room, b r i e f i n g  
headquar ters .  

Quang Ngai, o r  your headquar ters?  

I n  t h e  2d AFVN Divis ion  compound. 

And h e ' d  come o u t  t h e r e  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. Yes, sir. He was t h e r e  each morning a t  t h e  b r i e f -
i n g s ,  he o r  h i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  

Q Who were t h e  o t h e r  people p r e s e n t  whi l e  t h i s  d i s -
cuss ion  was going on? 

A. Well, sir, a l l  t h e  members of t h e  team. A l l  t h e  of-
f i c e r s  on the  team were t h e r e ,  f o r  t h e  most p a r t .  

Q Was Colonel HUTTER t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r ,  whether he had replaced  
Colonel ULSAKER then  o r  n o t .  I don't--

9. ( In te rpos ing)  He replaced  Colonel ULSAKER r i g h t
around 1 Apr i l ,  

A. A p r i l ,  y e s ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he was t h e r e  a t  
t h a t  t i m e -

Q. W e l l  now,. l e t ' s  g e t  down t o  s p e c i f i c s  because I ' d  
l i k e  t o  know, i f  n o t  p r e c i s e l y  what he s a i d ,  a t  l e a s t  t o  t h e  
b e s t  of  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  what he' s a i d ,  o r  your impression of 
what he s a i d .  

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  he s a i d ,  t h a t  something had come t o  h i s  
a t t e n t i o n ,  I b e l i e v e  it was through a VC propaganda l e a f  l e t ,  
t h a t  Americans had k i l l e d  something l i k e  500  people by a r t i l -
l e r y  f i r e  i n  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  over  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a rea .  

Q- You s u r e ,  he s a i d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  I 'm p r e t t y  s u r e  i t  was by a r t i l l e r y  
f i r e .  So he  mentioned something, I b e l i e v e  he s a i d ,  he s e n t  
t h a t  up through h i s  channels ,  this information--

Q e  ( In te rpos ing)  Which meant what t o  you? 
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A .  Go up through t h e  CORDS o r  s e c t o r  channels ,  n o t  
through t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion channels .  There was s o r t  of two 
l i n e s  o f  communication t h e r e ,  r e p o r t i n g  channels.  And he a l s o  
s a i d ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  he had asked t h i s  d i s t r i c t  adv i so r  t o  
s e e  i f  he  could f i n d  o u t  any informat ion .  I b e l i e v e  he s a i d  
t h a t ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what a c t i o n  he 
s a i d  he was t a k i n g  on t h e  ma t t e r  b u t  I do remember t h a t  he 
brought up the  s u b j e c t .  And I remember t h a t  some remarks 
were made t h e r e  about 500 people being k i l l e d .  S o r t  of  a 
preposterous t h i n g  anyhow, and it was a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Viet Cong 
propaganda. 

Q. Did he say aanything about having rece ived  t h i s  in -
formation from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  and t h e  v i l l a g e  chief of 
Son My? 

A. He could have, s i r .  I would h e s i t a t e  t o  say he 
d i d n ' t  s a y ,  b u t  he could have mentioned the  r e p o r t .  

Q. Was t h e r e  anything s a i d  about an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  
e i t h e r  by U . S .  o r  by ARVN, o r  by GVN. J u s t  t h i n k  of  circum-
s tances  again ,  and t r y  t o  p lace  ,yourse l f  back t h e r e  and 
v i s u a l i z e  what was being s a i d ,  t h e r e .  

A. I b e l i e v e  something was s a i d  s i r ,  b u t  I do n o t  
r e c a l l  what was s a i d  a t  t h a t  t ime.  

Q. D i d  he say anything about r e p o r t i n g  t h i s  t o  t h e  
P-mericzl E i ~ . ~ i , c i c r .o r  t he  hrigzile? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  

Q Put on your th ink ing  cap now--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l - -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  You're s i t t i n g  a t  a very c r u c i a l  
p o i n t  now. Remember t h i s ,  t h a t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  h e ' s  t e l l i n g  
you t h a t  he has  a r e p o r t  where 500  c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y ,  which you c a n ' t  very we l l  pass  o f f  by j u s t  saying 
w e l l ,  VC propaganda. I t  j u s t  d o e s n ' t  happen t h a t  way. I 
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know what VC propaganda looks l i k e ,  and you do, too .  You've 
been i n  t h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  bus iness ,  and y e t  you ' r e  t e l l i n g  
me t h a t  t h i s  was passed o f f ,  and everybody accepts  t h i s  a s  
the gospel .  

A. A s  V i e t  Conq propaganda, you mean. 

Q* Yes, t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  happened, and you knew t h a t  
ope ra t ion  was i n  t h e r e .  

A. Yes. 

Q And you should have known what t h e  opera t ion  re-
s u l t s  were,  e i t h e r  t h a t  o r  you were on a mental  R&R be-
cause t h a t  was w e l l  known, by everybody. 

A. Yes, s i r .  But,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and 
f i g u r e s  concerning t h i s  opera t ion .  

Q =  Yes, bu t  you don' t even remember t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h i s  was r e a l l y ,  t o  be a  s u c c e s s f u l  ope ra t ion ,  i n  t h e  sense  
t h a t ,  i f  the  48th Local Force B a t t a l i o n  had a s t r e n g t h  of  
200 o r  250, t h e s e  f i g u r e s  p r a c t i c a l l y  e l imina ted  t h e  bat-
t a l i o n ,  128 of them k i l l e d .  No i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  number 
wounded, which would be of  high o rde r .  So nothing would 
amount t o  it, and y e t  t h i s  d o e s n ' t  phase y ~ u .  I c a n ' t  f o l -
low you. 

A. Yes, sir .  But,  t h e r e  were a l o t  of g u e r r i l l a s  i n  
t h i s  a r e a  a l s o ,  o t h e r  than t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n .  

Q- W e l l ,  I understand t h a t .  

A. Company, l o c a l  f o r c e  company, and a l s o  a platoon--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  There were two l o c a l  fo rce  corn-
panies  t h e r e ,  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  operated through out  t h e  a rea .  

Q. We may come back t o  t h i s  again.  But you never 
saw t h i s  o r  never  heard  anybody t a l k  about t h i s .  Even 
though t h i s  went t o  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion ,  and you had such 
f i n e  r appor t  wi th  PHO. You d i d n ' t  s e e  t h i s  o r  anything 
e l s e  (Exhib i t  M - 3 4 )  . 
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A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  it, sir. 

Q . I have he re  another  document, which is from fla j o r  
Pham Van PHO G 2 ,  2d ARVN Divis ion ,  t o  t h e  Colonel,  CO, 2d 
ARVN Divis ion ,  along with a marginal n o t e ,  which was subse-
quent ly  made by t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. This has  been en- 
t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record ,  a s  E x h i b i t  M-36. I would ask i f  
you 've e v e r  seen  t h i s  document. 

A. No, I ' v e  never seen  t h i s  one,  e i t h e r .  

Q. I f i n d  t h i s  a c t u a l l y ,  j u s t  t o  be a l i t t l e  incom- 
prehens ib le .  On t h e  one hand you t e l l  me what f i n e  r appor t  
you have, and s o  f o r t h ,  wi th  PHO. The document t h a t  PHO 
was working on o r  working from, has  a l ready been made ava i l -  
a b l e  t o  t h e  U.S. advisory element,  a c t u a l l y ,  both a t  s e c t o r  
and a t  d i s t r i c t  o r  subsec tor .  And PHO knows t h i s  because 
he can read as  wel l  as you can and y e t  you' r e  n o t  made 
p r ivy  t o  e i t h e r  t h e  memo from t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  t o  t h e  
province chief  which PHO rece ived  a copy o f ,  o r  PHO's memo 
t o  Colonel TOAN. 

A. Yes, s i r .  
I*: 

Q. So, I have q u i t e  a b i t  of d i f f i c u l t y  i n  t r y i n g  t o  CY 
p u t  a l l  t h i s  toge the r .  I have t h e  impression t h a t  you know 

'Sa whole l o t  more than  you ' r e  t e l l i n g  u s ,  very f r ank ly .  m 

-A-
P!. s i r ,  I'x t r l r i n~  tc Sa as very hz l7 fc l  as I ccc, cn 
t h i s  ma t t e r .  I ' d  t e l l  an; and everyth ing  t h a t  I know, be-
cause I ' m  very concerned about t h e  l i g h t  t h i s  has  c a s t  t h e  
United S t a t e s  Army i n ,  and I ' l l  do anything t h a t  I can t o  
h e l p  provide any information t h a t  I can. 

Q o  Yes, but  every time w e  come d m n  t o  something, 
you d o n ' t  remember. Like you d o n ' t  remember what G U I N N  
s a i d  o r  you d o n ' t  remember t h e  d i scuss ion  t h e r e ,  s o  t h e s e  
t h i n g s  a r e  v i t a l l y  important  here-- 

A. ( I ~ t e r p o s l n g :  Yes, sir. . 

Q e  To t h a t  advisory group, with t h e  2d ARVN Div- , 

i s i o n .  

A. Yes. I would g lad ly  provide anything,  any in fo r -  
mation of  which I ' m  knowledgeable concerning t h e  ma t t e r .  
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Q J u s t  th ink  again f o r  a minute. See i f  you can 
s t i r  up i n  t h e  back of your mind a l i t t l e  more about ,  t h i s  
conversa t ion  t h e r e  wi th  G U I N N  and 'wi th  t h i s  group t h a t  
was t h e r e .  Because, i f  w e  were a r e  t a l k i n g  about something 
l i k e  t h i s ,  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  people should a l s o  r e l a t e  t h i s  back 
t o  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  on t h i s  d a t e ,  and again these  f i g u r e s  of 
128 and a l l  t h i s ,  should come r i g h t  t o  t h e  foreground. 

A. I remember t h a t  w e  were, a l l  t h e  people t h e r e  on 
t h e  team t h a t  were involved i n  any type  o p e r a t i o n s ,  were 
g l a d  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  America1 Divis ion was going i n t o  t h a t  
a r e a ,  because ARVN d i v i s i o n s  had never been a b l e  t o  g e t  i n  
t h e r e  be fo re .  And 48th B a t t a l i o n  j u s t  s o r t  of  seemed t o  
have safe-haven i n  t h a t  a rea .  A l l  t h e  o t h e r  V i e t  Cong 
u n i t s  were us ing  t h a t  a r e a  f o r  safe-haven o r  redoubt ,  s o  
t o  speak. A l o t  of t h e  opera t ions  were launched from t h a t  
a rea .  Surrounding v i l l a g e s ,  hamle ts ,  w e  g o t  mortared f r e -
quen t ly  from u n i t s  t h a t  used t h a t  a r e a  t h e r e  a s  a safe-
haven. W e  were anxious t o  s e e  them go i n  t h e r e  and opera te .  

Q T h a t ' s  a l l  t h e  more reason why your memory should 
be p r e t t y  good. 

A. But I d o n ' t  remember a l a r g e  body count  l i k e  t h a t .  
I remember o t h e r  opera t ions  i n  which they  had l a r g e  body 
counts ,  b u t  I don' t remember t h i s  s p e c i f i c  one. 

Q Did you e v e r  s e e  any of  t h a t  VC propaganda t h a t  i s  
shown a t t ached  h e r e  a s  t h e  f i r s t  enc losure .  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I'm n o t  saying  I d i d n ' t ,  
b u t  I do n o t  know. 

Q W e l l ,  look on t h e  second page, look a t  t h a t  
paragraph, t h e  second paragraph from t h e  top .  

A. Yes, sir. What was your ques t ion  again? 

Q- M y  ques t ion  was, whether you had e v e r  seen  any-
t h i n g ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  propaganda, t h a t  brought anything 
such a s  t h i s  t o  l i g h t .  

A. No, sir.  

Q* Did you e v e r  hea r  of a r e p o r t  from a census 
gr ievance  team concerning some a c t i v i t y ,  which may have 
taken p l a c e  i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  
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A .  No, sir. I d o n ' t  remember hear ing  anything.  

Q - I have h e r e  another  document from t h e  G 2  t a c t i c a l  
zone 12 t o  Quang Ngai Sec to r ,  s igned o f f  by Lieutenant  Colo-
n e l  Pham Cao DONG, ch ief  of s t a f f .  I ' d  a sk ,  i f  you ever  
saw t h a t  p o s t a l  message. This has been en te red  i n t o  t h e  
record  a s ,  E x h i b i t  M-32. 

A .  'No, sir. I d o n ' t  remember see ing  any of t h e s e  t o  
t e l l  the  t r u t h .  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember see ing  them. 

Q. Doesn ' t  it seem highly  un l ike ly ,  unusual t o  you, 
wi th  your r appor t  and wi th  t h e  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
t h e  advisory group i n  d i v i s i o n ,  t h a t  when an a l l e g a t i o n  
comes i n  concerning an American u n i t ,  t h a t  t h e  U . S .  advisory 
element i s  n o t  even aware of it. And your c o u n t e r p a r t  i s ,  
i n  e f f e c t ,  t h e  l ead ing  a c t o r  i n  t h e  r o l e  i n  2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o n  
headquarters  and you say you have no knowledge of i t ,  o r  
anything? 

A.  I d o n ' t  remember, s i r .  A s  I say ,  I remember men-
t i o n i n g  o r  d i scuss ing  t h i s  mat ter  wi th  Major PHO a f t e r  
Colonel G U I N N  mentioned it. H e  l abe led  it as  VC propa-
ganda. 

Q How could he? T h a t ' s  r a t h e r  i n c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  
what PHO wrote t o  t h e  chief  of s t a f f ,  t o  t h e  commander, 
i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. Yes. 

(2. Do ycu no t i ce .  t h a t  PHO says ,  t h a t  was VC propagan-
da i n  h i s  memorandum t h a t  he wrote  too.  I t h i n k  i t ' s  i n  
t h i s  one r i g h t  he re ,  ( i n d i c a t i n g .M-36) i s n ' t  it, t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  commander, Colonel TOAN. Did he c a l l  it propaganda 
i n  t h e r e ?  I d o n ' t  t h ink  he c a l l e d  it propaganda. Does t h a t  
sound l i k e  h e ' s  say ing  i t ' s  propaganda t o  you? 

A. Well s i r ,  I ' m  saying  t h e  f i r s t  paragraph. I t  says  
i n  t h e  propaganda l e a f l e t  t h a t  t h e  VC have used t h e  opera t ion  
conducted by t h e  American u n i t s .  

8. Yes, b u t  then  he goes on t o  say on t h i s  mat ter ,  
t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  ch ief  has confirmed the  fol lowing.  
So i n s t e a d  of r e f u t i n g  this information as  VC propaganda, 
he 's  adding subs tance  t o  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  made by t h e  VC, by 
saying  t h i s  a l s o  came i n  from t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  
and he c i t e s  the  d e t a i l s .  
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A.  No, sir,  I d o n ' t  remember t h i s .  

Q- Are you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  Colonel BLACKLEDGE? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q- What w a s  h i s  job? 

A. H e  was t h e  S2, I b e l i e v e ,  i n  t h e  11th  Brigade. 

Q- Now, i f  Colonel BLACKLEDGE were t o  v i s i t  t h e  2d 
ARVN Divis ion,  who would make arrangements f o r  him? 

A. He contac ted  me. He came by t h e r e ,  two o r  t h r e e  
t imes.  Now, whether o r  n o t  he contacted me, o r  whether o r  
no t  he j u s t  happened t o  drop i n ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  But any-
how, he would usua l ly  s e e  me, i f  I were a v a i l a b l e ,  when I 
came i n  the re .  

Q Would you a l s o  make arrangements f o r  Colonel 
HENDERSON t o  v i s i t  t h e  headquar ters ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of  
A p r i l  when Colonel HUTTER was comparatively new and tra-
ve l ing  about g e t t i n g  acquainted.  

A. I could have, s ir .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I d i d ,  
b u t  I could have made arrangements, yes ,  s ir .  I could have 
l e t  Colonel HUTTER know t h a t  he was coming up t h e r e ,  and 
maybe had somebody meet a h e l i c o p t e r ,  something of t h a t  
na tu re ;  Not t h a t  +,z+ was exzrltly ~y job h u t  I could have 
answered t h e  phone and taken c a r e  of those mat ters .  

Q- I have h e r e  another  exhib i t , ,  which has been en te r -
ed i n t o  t h e  record  a s  Exh ib i t  R-1,dated 24 A p r i l ,  "Report 
of Inves t iga t ion . "  Looking a t  the  r e p o r t  t h e r e ,  how do you 
suppose t h a t  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade, go t  
a copy of t h a t  f i r s t  i nc losure?  

A. This s ta tement ,  s i r ?  
I 

Q. Yes. 

A.  I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  where he could have g o t  it 
from. Could have g o t  i t  from s e c t o r  o r  I d o n ' t  know, sir .  
I t  says he g o t  it from t h e  2d Divis ion  commander, CO, 2d 
ARVN Divis ion.  
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& a  
 That has  t o  do wi th  the-- 

A. ( In terpos ing)  The o t h e r  one? 

Q- It says  very c l e a r l y ,  "This message i s  given t o  . 
t h i s  headquar ters ,  by t h e  CO, 2d ARVN Divis ion,  on o r  about 
13 A p r i l  1968, a s  a mat ter  of information." 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  I s e e  t h a t .  

Q. I s n ' t  t h i s  unusual, t h a t  a commander of an Ameri- 
can br igade  would be a b l e  t o  g e t  informat ion  from t h e  com-
mander of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion,  without  you o r  o t h e r  ind iv i -  
duals  on t h e  advisory s t a f f  , knowing about  i t ?  

A. Le t  s e e ,  would have been i n  A p r i l .  Colonel HUTTER 
would have been t h e r e  then. 

That 's r i g h t .  

A. W e l l ,  I know commanders of American u n i t s  were 
i n  and ou t  from time t o  t ime, d i scuss ing  o p e r a t i o n a l  matters .  
Also Colonel TOAN v i s i t e d  American u n i t s  from time t o  time. 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  J u s t  a minute now, l e t ' s  back up 
on t h a t  s ta tement .  Did he j u s t  go around and v i s i t  Ameri- 
can u n i t s ,  o r  would he go wi th  h i s  s e n i o r  advisor ,  and with 
o t h e r  members of the  advisory s t a f f ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I b e l i e v e  an adv i so r  would be with 
h i m  a l l  t h e  time. 

Q. Otherwise, how would he g e t  around? The only 
means of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  he had was t h e  choppers which were 
made a v a i l a b l e  t o  your advisory element. I s n ' t  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, s ir .  He had some choppers b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
he  went t o  an American u n i t  using h i s  h e l i c o p t e r s .  

H e  had a chopper, a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

A. There were some--yes, sir,  t h e r e  were four  t h e r e ,  
I b e l i e v e  t h r e e  o r  four  H-34's i n  the  2 d  ARVN Divis ion head- 
q u a r t e r s  a t  t h e  t ime, and he would f l y  i n  those from t i m e  
t o  t i m e .  I n  f a c t ,  I w e n t w i t h  him and h i s  G 2  on occasion, 
using those h e l i c o p t e r s .  
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Q - But, it would be most unusual f o r  him t o  v i s i t  
an American u n i t ,  without  him having h i s  adv i so r  wi th  him. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q And would i t  n o t  a l s o  be most unusual f o r  an 
American, from a t a c t i c a l  u n i t ,  t o  go i n  and s e e  t h e  ARVN 
d i v i s i o n  commander, without  t h e  knowledge of t h e  advisory 
s t a f f ,  o r  without  somebody being p resen t?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  it would. 

Q. Yet,  we  s e e  t h i s  document be ing  t r a n s m i t t e d ,  and 
made a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  17 th  and--with t h i s  comparable p iece  
of propaganda, t h a t  which I 've shown you b e f o r e ,  and the 
advisory element is n o t  aware o f  it. 

A. Well, someone on t h e  advisory team could have 
been, I wasn ' t  a t  a l l  t h e  meetings,  and it could have taken 
p lace  when I wasn ' t  t h e r e .  

Q No, b u t  when we do look a t  t h e  con ten t s  of t h i s  
t h i n g  and we ' r e  looking a t  an i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  w e  're looking 
a t  psychological  ope ra t ions ,  a l l  of  which focuses i n  t h e  
2 shop. 

cc 
A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Q

C3 

Q. So, i f  t h e r e ' s  anybody as ide  from Colonel HUTTER 0 
himself who should have known about t h i s  i t  would appear C') 

t o  me it should be you. I s n ' t  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Yes, sir. O r  t h e  s e c t o r  people since--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  H e  d i d n ' t  say t h a t  he g o t  t h i s  
from the  s e c t o r  people,  he s a i d  he g o t  i t  from t h e  CO of  
t h e  2d Divis ion.  

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. You s u r e  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  s e e  this, and provide
it t o  BLACKLEDGE. O r  something of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  and j u s t  
w r i t e  it o f f  a s  VC propaganda? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r  I thought a t  t h e  t i m e ,  a s  I s t a t e d  ear-
l i e r ,  t h a t  it was s o r t  of accepted as VC propaganda t o  begin 
w i t h ,  because t h e  whole t h i n g  seemed r i d i c u l o u s  about A r n e r i  
can t roops rounding up t h e s e  people and j u s t  murdering them 
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i n  co ld  blood. I won't' say co ld  blood,  b u t  j u s t  shoot ing 
them down. It j u s t  seemed r i d i c u l o u s  from t h e  beginning,  
and much l e s s  500 people,  t h a t ' s  a l o t  of people.  

Q O  I know, i t ' s  a l o t  of people.  

A. So, t h a t  even added more t o  the f a c t  t h a t  it was 
r i d i c u l o u s  and sounded l i k e  VC propaganda. 

Q What sounded r i d i c u l o u s ?  

A. The f a c t  t h a t  they would do i t  t o  begin wi th ,  
round them up and shoot  them--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  You must have a l i t t l e  more i n f o r -
mation than you came out  wi th  be fo re ,  because be fo re  they 
were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ,  and now you ' re  t a l k i n g  about 
rounded up and being sho t .  

A. Well, I mean as  r e f e r r e d  t o  here--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, we ' re  'calking back about 
what you thought then ,  and s o  t h e r e  must have been some-
t h i n g  t h a t ' s  coming t o  mind now, about t h e  propaganda you 
had a v a i l a b l e  t o  you and s o  on, t h a t  you h a v e n ' t  come f o r t h  
with.  

A. S i r ,  e v e q t ! i n g  is cpcn to you. I'a anxiens t o  
provide every b i t  of information t h a t  I know--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Well, you t e l l  me where you g o t  
t h i s  impression about t h e s e  people be ing  rounded up. 

A. W e l l  from--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  No, no, no,  I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about 
t h a t .  You were say ing  t h a t  i t  was r i d i c u l o u s ,  t h a t  they 
would round them up. 

A. Well, no, they were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  500 
people be ing  k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
hea r ing  anything about them being rounded up and being s h o t  
by t h e  American u n i t s  a t  t h a t  t ime. 

MR MACCRATE: Major EARLE, a t  t h e  beginning of your t e s t i -
mony you mentioned your f r i e n d s h i p  f o r  Major CALHOUN. When 
d i d  your f r i e n d s h i p  with Major CALHOUN begin? Did you know 
him i n  Vietnam? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. I knew him q u i t e  - a  number of years  ago, 
and I met him, saw h i b  again i n  Vietnam, a couple o r  t h r e e  
t imes,  I guess.  

Q Did you, from time t o  t ime,  g e t  up t o  LZ Dot t i e  
t o  Task Force Barker during t h e  s p r i n g  of  1968? 

A .  I was i n  t h a t  a r e a  one time I b e l i e v e ,  bu t  it 
seems l i k e  it was wi th  Colonel ULSAKER, which was p r i o r  t o  
this i n c i d e n t  happening. I went up along wi th  o t h e r  mem-
b e r s  of t h e  team t h e r e  and I saw t h e  S2 adv i so r ,  o r  S2 i n  
t h a t  u n i t ,  a t  t h a t  time. 

Q Who was t h e  S2? 

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. 

Q. Captain KOTOUC? 

A. No, sir, I b e l i e v e  t h i s  was a major. It was t h e  
br igade headquar ters ,  I v i s i t e d .  

Q. Oh, you went over  t o  Duc Pho, t o  t h e  br igade head-
q u a r t e r s  ? 

:1 
A. No, s i r ,  t h i s  was another  br igade t h a t  opera ted  CL 
I b e l i e v e ,  c l o s e  t o  t h e  TAOR of Task Force Barker. P 

Q Did you s e e  Major CALHOUN t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  I saw him t h e r e .  

Q. Now, you i n d i c a t e d  you saw Major CALHOUN s e v e r a l  
times i n  s p r i n g  of 1968. Where d i d  you s e e  him? 

A. Yes, I b e l i e v e  t h e  only t ime t h a t  I saw him was 
t h e  times he  came t h e r e  t o  t h e  ARVN Divis ion headquar ters ,  
he and Colonel BARKER. 

Q But you d i d n ' t  g e t  up t o  LZ Dot t i e?  

A. No, s ir .  I don' t r e c a l l  going i n t o  t h a t  a rea  now. 
The o t h e r  landing  zone t h a t  I was speaking of was t h e  b r i -
gade headquar ters ,  and I don g t b e l i e v e  t h a t  was an ding 
Zone Dot t ie .  

Q. And you have s t ayed  i n  touch with Major CALHOUN 
i n  the  meantime, and you ' r e  p r e s e n t l y  a t  t h e  same duty 
s t a t i o n ,  do I understand? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And you had a conversat ion wi th  him l a s t  f a l l ,  
when t h i s  m a t t e r  f i r s t  broke i n  t h e  newspaper media? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q *  I ' d  l i k e  you as  b e s t  you can now, n o t  going back 
20 months, j u s t  go back a couple of months o r  s o  and re-
count f o r  us each of t h e  occasions t h a t  you spoke t o  
Major CALHOUN about t h i s .  You t a l k e d  about comparing notes .  
What d i d  he t e l l  you about h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n s ?  

A. I say comparing no tes .  We both remember t h e  in-  
c i d e n t  a s  I s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  it was brought t o  my a t t e n t i o n  
by t h i s  b r i e f i n g .  We t a l k e d  about how t h e  newspaper people 
were r e a l l y  making o r  g iv ing  t h e  Army very adverse public- 
i t y  about t h e  a l l eged  i n c i d e n t  and how embarrassing it was 
f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  and th ings  of  t h a t  na tu re .  

Q* But you told-- 

A. ( In te rpos ing)  We d i d n ' t  d i scuss  any d e t a i l s  about 
what had happened over t h e r e .  

Q g  
 But,  you t o l d  him &?out  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ,  t h a t  you 
had a t tended?  

A. - No, sir,  I d i d n ' t  t e l l  him about t h a t .  I t o l d  
him I remembered t h e  i n c i d e n t .  

Q. I thought you j u s t  t o l d  me, t h a t  you s a i d  t o  him, 
t h a t  you remembered t h e  b r i e f i n g .  Did you t e l l  Major CALHOUN 
about t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. No, sir.  I j u s t  t o l d  him t h a t  I remembered the  
i n c i d e n t .  

Q. What d i d  he t e l l  you? 

A. He r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  d i scuss  any d e t a i l s  o r  anything 
l i k e  t h a t ,  about it. 

Q. Didn ' t  t e l l  you anything about  t h e  opera t ion?  

A. No, sir ,  he d i d n ' t  d i scuss  it o t h e r  than--in f a c t ,  
I probably approached him on t h e  m a t t e r  you knotv, and asked 

-

2 3  APP T-182 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

him i f  he had heard about it being p ~ i b l i c i z e d ,  and corning 
ou t  i n  t h e  news, and I t o l d  him t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I remembered 
t h e  th ing  a l l eged ly  happened. 

Q Did you t e l l  him how you knew t h a t  i t  had a l l e -
gedly happened? 

A. No, sir,  I don' t b e l i e v e  I d i d .  

Q. But you d i d  t e l l  him you remembered? 

A. I t o l d  him I remembered. 

Q Well, d i d  he t e l l  you it had been a s u c c e s s f u l  
opera t ion?  

A. No, sir.  He d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  t h a t  a t  a l l .  

Q What d i d  he say?  

A. J u s t  t a l k e d  about how--well t h e  embarrassing pos i -
t i o n  t h a t  t h e  Army was i n  now because o f  t h e  adverse pub-
l i c i t y  t h a t  had been broadcas t  by the news media. And per-
haps ,  I t o l d  him t h a t  I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h e  t h i n g  a s  r epor ted  a 
by t h e  news media. How i t  appeared t o  be one s i d e d  be-

CD 
C3 

cause of t h e  people t h a t  had been interviewed and t h e  re-
p o r t s  broadcas t  on t e l e v i s i o n  and th ings  of  t h a t  na tu re .  0 

m 
Q. What d i d  he say about t h a t ?  

A. He j u s t  s o r t  of agreed. 

Q. Did he t e l l  you about any of  t h e  a spec t s  of t h e  
opera t ion ,  what had been accomplished, -what it had--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  N o ,  s i r .  

Q. Was it a success ,  how imnortant  it had been? 

No, s i r ,  never d i d  d i s c u s s  t h a t .A. 

Q Didn ' t  g e t  i n t o  any of t h a t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Did he mention any o f  t h e  problems t h a t  he perso-
n a l l y  was exper iencing  a t  t h i s  t ime ,  i n  view of  a l l  t h i s  
p u b l i c i t y  t h a t  had come t o  him? 
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A. No, sir.  

Q Didn ' t  s h a r e  t h a t  wi th  you a t  a l l ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  he s a i d ,  he had t o  go up t o  Washington, 
come up he re  concerning t h i s  My Lai  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  e i t h e r  it 
was his boss t h a t  t o l d  me t h i s ,  h i s  immediate supervisor .  
But I heard  t h a t  he was coming up h e r e ,  and a l s o  t h a t  he 
w a s  here .  

Q I ' d  l i k e  you t o  go back t o  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  you t o l d  
us about. You s t a r t e d  t o  g i v e  us a l ist  of  people who were 
t h e r e  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you e v e r  q u i t e  completed t h a t .  The 
only ones you've spoken about s p e c i f i c a l l y :  you were t h e r e ,  
and Colonel G U I N N  was t h e r e ,  and Colonel HUTTER was not  
t h e r e .  T h a t ' s  a s  f a r  a s  we g o t .  Now can you t e l l  us who 
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  two o f  you, Colonel G U I N N  
and y o u r s e l f ,  were t h e r e .  

A. Colonel ULSAKER would have been t h e r e .  H e  would 
be the s e n i o r  adv i so r  a t  t h a t  time. 

Q- Now Colonel ULSAKER, we 've  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  l e f t  a t  
t h e  end of March, t h e  f i r s t  day o r  two of A p r i l .  We're 
t a l k i n g  now, as is q u i t e  c l e a r  from t h e s e  papers  t h a t  you've 
examined, around t h e  middle of Apr i l .  Colonel HUTTER would 
have r e l i e v e d  him and you s a i d  t h a t  he was n o t  p resen t  f o r  
this br ief ing--

A. ( In terpos ing)  Colonel ULSAKER, yes ,  sir.  

Q- W e l l ,  you s a i d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  Colonel HUTTER was 
n o t  t h e r e ,  e i t h e r .  

A. Well maybe I ' m  i n  e r r o r  t h e r e .  I was th inking  
t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  came o u t  about t h e  t ime i t  happened and 
i f  t h a t  were t h e  case then Colonel ULSAKER would have 
been t h e r e .  But, i f  it came o u t  i n  A p r i l ,  t hen  Colonel 
BUTTER would have been t h e  one t h a t  was t h e r e .  

Q- Do you remember who was a t  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  o t h e r  
than  yourse l f  and Colonel GUINN? 

A. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  no, s i r ,  I don' t. I know who was 
t h e  members of t h e  team t h a t  were t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t ime,  b u t  
e x a c t l y  who w a s  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  
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Q. Well, who usual ly  a t tended t h e  b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. Well, t h e r e  was Major HANCOCK, who was the G 3  
adv i so r ,  G 1  advisor  was Major DOSIER. Major GRAY who would 
have been the  a d j u t a n t  f o r  t h e  team. 

10: Did he a t t e n d  t h e  b r i e f i n g s  such as t h i s ,  between 
province and t h e  advisory,  and t h e  opera t ion  aspec t s  of i t ?  

A.  H e  w a s  t h e r e  from t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  s i r .  He w a s  t h e r e  
from time t o  t i m e .  

Q Who was your execut ive  o f f i c e r  t h e r e ?  

A. Colonel CRONJELL, I be l i eve  was t h e r e  a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  

Would he have been t h e r e ?  

Y e s ,  sir.  

DO you r e c a l l  him having been t h e r e ?  

A. He was t h e r e  every day, s o  I don1t know why he 
shouldn 't have been t h e r e .  Captain FREEMYRE--

Q. What was h i s  p o s i t i o n ?  

A. H e  was i n  t h e  G2 s e c t i o n ,  a s s i s t a n t  G 2  advisor .  

MR MACCPATE: Ec ??as yccr a s s i s t a n t ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q How do you s p e l l  h i s  name? 

A. F-R-E-E-M-Y-R-E , 

Q. And h i s  f i r s t  name? 

A .  Norman, Norman FREEMYRE. 

Q Do you know where he i s ,  today? 

A.  I b e l i e v e  he l i v e s  i n  Colorado, sir.  

I0 : Is he s t i l l  i n  t h e  Army? 

(EARLE) 2 6  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-182 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  H e  was th ink ing  of  g e t t i n g  
o u t  of  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  and going back t o  school .  Whether o r  
n o t  he  a c t u a l l y  qo t  o u t ,  I don' t know, I h a v e n ' t  heard from 
him s i n c e .  

MR MACCRATE: Colonel G U I N N  b r i n g  anyone with h.!.m? 

A. Sometimes he d i d ,  sir ,  sometimes he d i d n ' t .  

Q. Whom d i d  he b r i n g  wi th  him, when he came t o  such 
b r i e f i n g s ?  

A .  Sometimes Major HACKING was t h e r e ,  he was t h e  
S3 advisor .  Sometimes a Captain LANE was t h e r e ,  who was 
t h e  s e c t o r  S2 advisor ,  and sometimes h i s  a s s i s t a n t  was 
t h e r e ,  Major PARKER. He wasn ' t  an a s s i s t a n t ,  he was a l s o  
p a r t  of t h e  S3 s e c t i o n ,  he was on t h e  team. I th ink  t h e r e  
was a change during t h a t  pe r iod  of time and Major PARKER, 
I b e l i e v e ,  had some o t h e r  job o t h e r  than  S2 advisor .  

Q- Is t h e r e  anyone e l s e  t h a t  may have been p resen t  
a t  t h i s  b r i e f i n g ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir, t h e r e  probably was s e v e r a l  o t h e r  people,  
I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  th ink  of t h e i r  names, r i g h t  now. 

10: How about h i s  deputy? 

A. He could have been t h e r e ,  sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Colonel GREEN? 

A. He could have been t h e r e ,  y e s ,  sir. I d o n ' t  re-
member whether he was Colonel G U I N N ' s  deputy a t  t h a t  time 
o r  n o t ,  bu t  he could have been t h e r e .  

Q But from among a l l  of  t h e s e  t h e  only two people 
t h a t  y o u ' r e  s u r e  were t h e r e ,  were yourse l f  and Colonel GUINN? 

A.  Y e s ,  sir.  I d o n ' t  know why t h e  o t h e r s  shou ldn ' t  
have been t h e r e .  They were t h e r e  every day. A s  f a r  as  
being abso lu te ly  c e r t a i n ,  I c a n ' t  say f o r  c e r t a i n  t h a t  they 
were t h e r e .  There 's no reason why they shouldn ' t be t h e r e .  

Q e  Now you ind ica ted  t h a t  Colonel G U I N N  was t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  a d d i t i o n a l  information.  
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A.  Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q • Did he ask t h e  people who were assembled a t  t h e  
b r i e f i n g  about t h i s ,  and whether they could provide addi-
t i o n a l  information? 

A.  No, sir. I th ink  he j u s t  provided t h e  informa-
, tion--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  How was he t r y i n g  t o  g e t  the addi-
t i o n a l  information? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he s a i d .  I t  probably would 
have been through t h e  d i s t r i c t  advisor ,  the  Son Tinh D i s -
t r i c t  advisor .  

Q But, he d i d n ' t  want t o  bother  any of you with it, 
d i d n ' t  want t o  follow o u t  your l i n e s  of information? 

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he mentioned it, sir .  I d o n ' t  
b e l i e v e  he s a i d ,  w i l l  you see what information you can 
g e t  on this  matter .  

Q- Doesn't  it seem a l i t t l e  s t r a n g e  t o  you t h a t  C; 
while  it being passed up through ARVN channels wi th  an r-
i n d i c a t i o n  of i n t e r e s t ,  t h a t  it wasn ' t  s i m i l a r l y  be ing  Cr; 

passed t o  you f o r  response from you, and t o  c o n t r i b u t e  any C 
information you might have had. C': 

A .  W e l l ,  now it does. 

Q- Did he say how he had obtained t h i s  l e a f l e t ,  from 
t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A.  No, sir.  No, s ir .  He d i d n ' t  say how he g o t  it, 
d i d n ' t  say whether it came down through h i s  channels o r  
throught  t h e  Vietnamese channels.  

Q. Did the  d i s t r i c t  advisor  a t  Son Tinh e v e r  come 
over  t o  Quang Ngai, t o  meet with you? 

A. I s a w  him from time t o  time, b u t  this m a t t e r  w a s  
never discussed.  

Q e  Who was he a t  t h a t  time? 

A.  I don ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name, he was a major, l a t e r  
promoted t o  l i e u t e n a n t  co lonel ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  
name r i g h t  o f f  hand. 
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Q =  Do you remember Major GAVIN? 

A. He was t h e  one. Yes, sir. I remember. 

Q. I f  he  were away f o r  a pe r iod  who would be t h e  
a c t i n g  man, a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  l e v e l .  

A. I don' t know, sir. H e  had an a s s i s t a n t  up t h e r e ,  
b u t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name. There was a team with t h e  
d i s t r i c t ,  bu t  I don' t r e c a l l  h i s  name. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  Phoenix m e m b e r  o f  the team up 
t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  it, b u t  I remember see-
i n g  him from time t o  time. 

Q - T a l l ,  lanky Georgian? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember d e s c r i p t i o n s .  If you have a 
name t h a t  might-- 

Q. ( In terpos ing)  Have you seen  i n  the documents to-
day, the name of any members of  Major GAVIN's  team? 

A. I thought I saw an a s s i s t a n t  adv i so r ,  d is t r ic t  
adv i so r  h e r e ,  Captain RODRIGUEZ, however I ' m  n o t  s u r e  whether-- 

Q- Did Captain RODRIGUEZ eve r  come down from Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  t o  t a l k  t o  you? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  know t h a t  I e v e r  saw him but 
once. 

Q. I f  your coun te rpa r t  i n  the ARVN wanted information 
as t o  an opera t ion  as  t o  K I A ,  the weapons count ,  and t h a t  
k i n d  of  d e t a i l .  And t h a t  k ind  of informat ion  found i t s  
way i n t o  t h e  records  of t h e  ARVN, how would i t  have g o t t e n  
t h e r e ?  mat's your b e s t  guess ,  a s  t o  how they  would g e t  
such  information i n t o  t h e i r  records?  

A. W e l l ,  they could have g o t t e n  it through me o r  
they  could have g o t t e n  it through t h e  s e c t o r ,  o r  maybe 
through the d i s t r i c t ,  probably s e v e r a l  sources  from where 
t h e y  could have g o t t e n  t h e  information.  
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Q - Were you tuned t o  t h e  America1 Divis ion  f o r  exam-
p l e  t o  g e t  t h e i r  newspaper, i tems of information,  t h a t  were 
pu t  ou t  by d i v i s i o n  headquarters?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  we were on t h e  d i s t r i -
bu t ion  l i s t  f o r  such. However, we s tayed i n  p r e t t y  c lose  
touch wi th  one another ,  on o p e r a t i o n a l  ma t t e r s ,  and th ings  
of t h a t  na ture .  

Q - Did you g e t  any such information from br igade ,  
t h e  l l t h  Brigade? Were you on t h e i r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  l i s t ?  

A. W e  d i d  r e c e i v e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  from them. W e  
were i n  communication f requent ly  , personal  v i s i t s  , telephone, 
and th ings  of t h a t  na ture .  

Q I f  the  t a s k  f o r c e  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  e s s e n t i a l l y  
an A 0  with which you had a d i r e c t  concern, and t h a t  t a s k  
force  had t h e  most s p e c t a c u l a r  success  of i t s  e n t i r e  oper-
a t i o n  i n  one engagement, and t h i s  was repor ted  i n  t h e  b r i -
gade newspaper as  be ing  t h e  b i g  th ing ,  wouldn ' t  t h i s  come 
t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  Wouldn't you have some awareness of 
what was going on, j u s t  5 o r  6 miles away? W e  have 
t h e  l l t h  Brigade newspaper from t h i s  time, and t h e r e ' s  a 
b i g  w r i t e  up of t h i s  opera t ion .  They i n d i c a t e  t h e  l a r g e s t  
number of k i l l s  t h a t  they had had a t  any t ime, 128 K I A ,  b u t  
none of t h i s  information f i l t e r e d  through t o  you? 

Q I t  probably d id .  A s  I say I c a n ' t  say for s u r e  
t h a t  it d i d ,  and I c a n ' t  say f o r  s u r e  t h a t  it d i d  not .  I ' m  
n o t  saying  it d i d n ' t ,  by any s t r e t c h  of t h e  imagination. 

Q - Do you know how long Task Force Barker was i n  
ex i s t ence?  

A. I know the  b a t t a l i o n  commander was k i l l e d  c lose  
t o  t h a t  a r e a  t h e r e ,  b u t  whether o r  n o t  it was s t i l l  i n  
ex i s t ence  a t  t h a t  time o r  no t ,  I ' m  no t  su re .  I b e l i e v e  
it was b u t  I ' m  not--

C - ( In te rpos ing)  D o  you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of 
t h e  opera t ion  t h a t  was going on a t  t h e  t ime, t h a t  t h e  t a sk  
f o r c e  commander of Task Force Barker,  Colonel BARKER was 
k i l l e d ?  
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A. W e l l ,  s ir ,  I know i t  was e i t h e r ,  a s e c t o r  o r  d i s -
t r i c t  ope ra t ion  involving mostly R F  and PF f o r c e s .  I th ink  
they had a p la toon from t h i s  b a t t a l i o n  blocking along a 
r i v e r  l i n e  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  and I b e l i e v e  Colonel BARKER was 
o u t  one morning checking on t h e  p la toon,  see ing  what a c t i o n  
was going on t h e r e .  And a forward a i r  c o n t r o l l t r  was a l s o  
f l y i n g  around i n  t h i s  same a r e a ,  and he was s h o t ,  and be-
l i e v e d  t o  have been k i l l e d  by ground f i r e ,  and h i s  a i r p l a n e  
crashed i n t o  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  i n  which Colonel BARKER was 
f l y i n g .  Both of them f e l l  t o  t h e  ground. They were k i l l e d ,  
and they had a hard  time g e t t i n g  i n  t h e r e  t r y i n g  t o  recover  
t h e  bodies .  I d o n ' t  know whether they  e v e r  d i d  recover  
them o r  n o t ,  I know they  had a hard  time ge t t ing--

Q- ( In terpos ing)  Well, you d i d  hear  of t h a t  opera-
t i o n  l e d  by Colonel KHIEN i n  June of 1968? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q* Did you have any informat ion  as  t o  t h e  purpose 
of t h a t  ope ra t ion?  

A. Well they  had a l l  types  i n  t h i s ,  s ea rch  and des-
t r o y  type opera t ions ,  c l e a r i n g  opera t ions ,  and s p o i l i n g  
a t t a c k s ,  t o  quote some of t h e i r  terminology, t h i s  type 
opera t ion .  

Q. But you have no s p e c i a i  r e c o l i e c t i o n  of t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion?  

A. No, sir. 

COL ARMSTRONG: Did you normally g e t  any i n t e l l i g e n c e  sum-
maries from t h e  neighboring u n i t s  on a d a i l y  r o u t i n e  b a s i s ?  

A. From t h e  American u n i t s ?  Y e s ,  s ir .  We g o t  them 
from t i m e  t o  t ime. W e  t r i e d  t o  g e t  them every day. Some-
times w e  d i d n ' t  g e t  them, and sometimes we  d i d  g e t  them. 
The d i s t r i b u t i o n  system over  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  t o o  good. Some-
t i m e s  we would, and sometimes w e  wouldn ' t .  

Q When you got  them i n ,  d i d  you pe r sona l ly ,  a s  t h e  
G2 adv i so r ,  s i t  down and read  t h e s e  t h i n g s  o r  d i d  you keep 
them more o r  l e s s  a s  a f i l e  re ference?  

A. Well, s i r ,  I t r i e d  t o  keep a b r e a s t  of what i n t e l l -
igence  t h e  American u n i t s  had over t h e r e .  I know I payed 
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q d i t e  f r e q u e n t  v i s i t s  t o  them, c a l l e d  them up on t h e  tele-
phone and t h i n g s  of t h a t  n a t u r e  t o  f i n d  o u t  what informa-
t i o n  they had. 

Q • I ' m  t h ink ing  about j u s t  normal i n t e l l i g e n c e  sum-
maries.  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I would r ead  them I b e l i e v e .  

Q Let s  go back t o  t h i s  R&R bus iness .  Where d i d  you 
go o u t  t o  Hawaii from, what p o r t ?  Danang o r  Tan Son Nhut? 

A. Danang. 

Q- Did you go up t h e r e  2 o r  3 days e a r l y  and w a i t  
around? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I went a couple  days e a r l y  I b e l i e v e .  

Q You came back i n  t o  Danang from R&R? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

a.  Did you have a day o r  two layover  t h e r e  b e f o r e  
you went back? 

A. I came back t o  Saigon, and I l e f t  from Saigon 
a l s o ,  and I came back t o  Saigon. 

Q- You d i d n ' t  go from Danang? 

A. No, sir. I went up t o  Danang and then  went t o  
Saigon and went from t h e r e .  

Q Your R&R was what? 7 days i n  those  days? 

A. Yes, sir.  

Q So you r e a l l y  have been gone i n  t h a t  pe r iod  of 
t i m e  from perhaps 11 t o  1 4  days? 

A, Yes, I could have been. Dc you have s p e c i f i c  
d a t e s  t h a t  th i s - -

Q- ( In t e rpos ing)  No, I 'm t a l k i n g  about  you going 
on R&R and t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  what t h e  p a t t e r n  of 
R&R was. You c a n ' t  s p e l l  o u t  t h e  dates--
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A. ( In terpos ing)  No, sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Were you t h e r e  when Colonel HUTTER r e l i e v e d  
co lone1 ULSACKER? 

A. No, sir.  I was gone when Colonel HUTTER repor ted  
i n .  Then I a l s o  saw Colonel HUTTER and Colonel ULSACKER 
i n  Danang t h e  day I came back from R&R, s o  Colonel ULSACKER 
was going home and Colonel HUTTER was going back t o  Quang 
Ngai . 
Q. That i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  you w e r e  back i n  Vietnam very
e a r l y  i n  Apr i l .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. f 

I 0: Were you e v e r  aware on t h e  ARVN s i d e  of any inves- 
t i g a t i o n  t h a t  was going on,  t h a t  they  were looking i n t o  i t ?  

A. I t  seems l i k e  I remember hea r ing  something about 
i t ,  s i r ,  bu t  they  t r e a t e d  it almost exc lus ive ly  a s  Vie t  
Cong propaganda and I d o n ' t  remember-- 

Q - ( In terpos ing)  S p e c i f i c a l l y  now, l e t s  .come back 
t o  Major PHO. What d i d  he  t e l l  you about t h i s  be ing  VC. 

Did he  say t h a t  t h i s  i s  VC propaganda o r  d i d  he g ive  the  
impression t h a t  they d i d n ' t  p l a c e  t o o  much importance on 
i t ,  o r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  wnat? 

A. I gathered t h a t ,  yes ,  s ir ,  because I can almost 
s e e  h i s  face  when he s a i d  VC propaganda. It appeared t o  
m e  o r  it seemed t o  me a t  t h a t  t ime t h a t  they  a t t r i b u t e d  
t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  and s o  f o r t h  t o  V i e t  Cong propaganda r a t h e r  
than  a c t u a l l y  happening. 

Q - You w e r e  p r e t t y  busy about t h a t  t ime,  weren ' t  you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  We s t ayed  r a t h e r  busy. 

Q- I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h i s  s p e c i f i c  time. This wasn ' t  
j u s t  any o l d  t ime you know. This was r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  Tet  
Offensive.  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- And i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken you w e r e  f i g h t i n g  t o  pro- 
t e c t  your very be ing ,  weren 't you? 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q - Well, d o e s n ' t  t h i s  cause t h i n g s  t o  b r i n g  a l i t t l e  
s t r o n g e r  i n t o  focus? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  b u t  involv ing  most of  t h e  Vietnamese 
u n i t s .  We j u s t  d i d n ' t  seem t o  be d i r e c t l y  involved wi th  
American u n i t  a c t i v i t y .  It  seemed t o  be two d i f f e r e n t  oper- 
a t i o n s  unless  they were on a  j o i n t  type  opera t ion  and then 
we d i d  become involved,  t h e  advisory team and t h e  American 
u n i t .  The Americans seemed t o  opera te  independent of t h e  
Vietnamese a c t i v i t i e s .  

Q. Are you s u r e  t h a t  Colonel G U I N N  s a i d  t h a t  500 
were k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y ?  

A.  That f i g u r e  s t i c k s  i n  my mind, y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Could t h e  f i g u r e  1,000 o r  1,200 o r  1,500 be f i x e d  
i n  your mind? 

A. No, sir.  

Q. Did you e v e r  h e a r  o f  him having a r e p o r t  from 
census gr ievance team? 

A .  No, s i r ,  he d i d n ' t .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him s p e c i f y i n g  
where any r e p o r t s  came from. 

Q. I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about VC propaganda, I 'rn t a l k i n g
&out  a r e p o r t  now. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  r i g h t  ., 
Q. Did he e v e r  mention t h a t  he had a r e p o r t  from 
census gr ievance team? 

A .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  he d i d ,  sir. 

a.  Did he e v e r  show you a copy of t h i s  memorandum 
o f  t h e  11 A p r i l  which Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  had s e n t  t o  him? 

A. Again I d o n s t  r e c a l l .  It  could have been t h a t  he 
d i d ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q m  Did you e v e r  a t t e n d  a  meeting o r  d i d  anybody e v e r  
t e l l  you l e t s  n o t  t a l k  about t h i s  t h i n g ,  i t s  going t o  be 
properly i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  
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A . No, s i r ,  n o t  t o  my knowledge. I n  f a c t ,  I ' d  a l -
most say wi thout  a  doubt t h a t  I was never  t o l d  n o t  t o  d i s -
cuss  i t ,  i t  was going t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d .  I d o n ' t  remem-
b e r  t h a t  a t  a l l .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  any a d d i t i o n a l  rumors o r  r e p o r t s  
t h a t  might have aroused your c u r i o s i t y  about what 'happened 
o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  a s  I say t h e  American u n i t s  s o r t  of  op-
e r a t e d  s e p a r a t e l y  from--

Q* ( In te rpos ing)  I d i d n ' t  ask you t h a t  ques t ion .  
I asked i f  you e v e r  heard  anything which aroused your 
c u r i o s i t y  about something t h a t  may have happened o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. How d i d  ARVN and how d i d  t h e  advisory group wi th  
ARVN t r e a t  t h i s  a r e a  ou t  along t h e  c o a s t ,  n o r t h e a s t  of Quang 
Ngai C i ty ,  which is  qenera l ly  a VC area .  Did you t r e a t  
t h a t  d i f f e r e n t l y  than you d i d  t h e  GVN con to l l ed  a r e a  and 
the  n o - f i r e  zone along Highway 1. Did you have a s e p a r a t e  
s e t  of  r u l e s  f o r  each of those a reas?  

A. How do you mean, s i r ,  a s  f a r  as t r e a t i n g  is con-
cerned? 

Q- Well I ' m  t a l k i n g  about handl ing sucn t h i n g s  a s  
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  o r  s ta tement  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  of w e l l  t h a t ' s  
VC area--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  Y e s ,  s i r ,  t h a t  was considered a 
f r e e - f i r e  a r e a ,  and I know it was bombed and s t r a f e d  q u i t e  
f r equen t ly .  A r t i l l e r y  was fired i n t o  t h e  area .  The Koreans 
were up i n  t h a t  a r e a  and they  f i r e d  i n t o  t h e r e .  

The  Koreans had departed we l l  be fo re  t h a t .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r  b u t  I mean during--

Q • ( In te rpos ing)  , I'm t a l k i n g  r i g h t  now, I ' m  t a l k i n g  
about i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1 9 6  8.  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I know it was h i t  by a i r  s t r i k e s  f r e -
quent ly .  

Q. Were they  random a i r  s t r i k e s  o r  were they pre-
planned a i r  s t r i k e s  with s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t s  and were they 
c lea red?  
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A. I ' d  th ink  t h a t  would be more of a pre-planned 
na tu re  i n  suppor t  of opera t ions .  They had t h e  gunships i n  
t h e r e  a few times,  C-47s. 

Q- Was t h e r e  any r e s t r i c t i o n  a g a i n s t  them f i r i n g  in-  
t o  populated a r e a s ,  even i n  t h e  VC a reas?  

A. Well. I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  were. I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  
whether t h e r e  were any r e s t r i c t i o n s  o r  not .  I know they 
bombed it f requen t ly  and s t r a f e d  it wi th  C-47 gunships. 

Q. But d i d  they j u s t  go i n  and shoot  anyplace? 

A. No, sir.  I th ink  it would be i n  suppor t  of an 
opera t ion .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  they j u s t  bombed it a t  random, 
f i r e d  a r t i l l e r y  i n  t h e r e  a t  random. 

Q - Did you cons ider  t h a t  on t h e  ARVN s i d e  it was 
a f r e e - f i r e  zone? 

A. I b e l i e v e  it w a s  considered one. 

Q - - Did U.S. elements consider  it a f r e e - f i r e  zone? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir ,  whether they d i d  o r  not .  I 
d o n ' t  s e e  why n o t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  know f o r  s u r e .  

Q. What about such mat ters  as  burning of  hootches 
o r  burning of houses,  d e s t r u c t i o n  of v i l l a g e s  and th ings  
of this category? Was t h i s  allowed i n  t h e  VC a rea?  

A. I d o n ' t  have any knowledge of any be ing  destroyed 
f o r  t h e  sake of des t roying  t h e m  unless  t h e r e  was some rea- 
son, because of enemy a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  area .  They were des- 
t royed by bombing o r  a r t i l l e r y  o r  something of t h a t  naure. 
But I d o n ' t  know of  any--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Was t h e r e  a po l i cy  t o  go i n  and 
j u s t  burn ou t  these  hamlets and v i l l a g e s  where t h e  non-
combatants l i v e ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  know of any i n c i d e n t s  where 
t h a t  took place.  

MR MACCRATE: Major EARLE, you have t o l d  us t h a t  you heard  
from Colonel G U I N N  about t h e  VC propaganda l e a f l e t ,  t h a t  
you heard from Colonel G U I N N  something about t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f s  r e p o r t ,  t h a t  you heard from Colonel G U I N N  t h a t  t h e  
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province ch ie f  had someone looking i n t o  it, t h a t  you heard 
from Colonel G U I N N  t h a t  he was pass ing  i t  up through h i s  
channels ,  and t h a t  you f i n a l l y  heard from Colonel G U I N N  
t h a t  he was seeking a d d i t i o n a l  in fonna t ion  about t h i s  
ma t t e r .  You s a i d  a l l  t hese  t h i n g s  t o  us t h i s  af ternoon.  

A. Yes, sir .  

Q* Now I 've noted them down a s  you s a i d  them. Now 
have you any f u r t h e r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of what Colonel G U I N N  s a i d  
t o  you o t h e r  than  t h e s e  th ings  t h a t  I ' v e  j u s t  l i s t e d  t o  you? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  have any a d d i t i o n a l  information.  

a- Have you anything t h a t  you can t e l l  us  having
heard  these  f i v e  th ings  of Colonel G U I N N  a s  t o  what you 
d i d ,  anything t h a t  you s a i d  t o  anyone, anything t h a t  you 
d i d  about it, any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  you d i d  anything o t h e r  
than j u s t  put  it ou t  of  your mind? 

A. I d i d n ' t  pu t  it ou t  of  my mind. A s  I s a i d  I d i s -
cussed i t  wi th  Major PHO and he s a i d  i t  was VC propaganda. 
I remember it being  mentioned t h a t  morning about how r i d i -  
culous i t  was f o r  t h a t  many people t o  be k i l l e d ,  500  people.  
A s  I s a i d ,  i t  was an American u n i t  ope ra t ion  and t h e  2d ARVN 
Divis ion wasn' t involved i n  t h e  opera t ion .  

Q . What d i d  Major PHO say about Colonel TOAN br inging
t h i s  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  America1 Divis ion? 

A. H e  d i d n ' t  say anything t o  the b e s t  of  my memory. 
d o n ' t  remember t h a t  he eve r  mentioned i t  again.  

Q *  H e  d i d n ' t  mention anything about t a l k i n g  t o  General 
KOSTER, Gerneral  YOUNG, o r  Colonel HENDERSON o r  any members of  
t h e  s t a f f  i n  e i t h e r  d i v i s i o n  o r  br igade?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he d i d .  No, s ir .  

Q. You have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  whatsoever? 

A. No, sir.  

Q- I f  General KOSTER o r  General YOUNG came i n  t o  the  
compound you were qenexal ly aware of  . t h a t ,  weren 't you? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I would say most of  t h e  time I would be.  

Q. But you have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  any such th ing?  
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A .  NO, sir. 

10: On this s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  and s o  on. How d i d  you con-
duct  your morning b r i e f i n g s .  Did you have a j o i n t  b r i e f i n g  
with t h e  ARVN u n i t  o r  t h e  ARVN commander, f o r  example, a long 
with t h e  s e n i o r  advisor  and t h e  ARVN genera l  s t a f f  and s o  
f o r t h  w i t h  t h e i r  coun te rpa r t s ,  s i t  down and presented  t h i s  
th ing  s o  everybody could q e t  a p i c t u r e  of  what was going on,  
which was r a t h e r  s t andard  throughout Vietnam? 

A. yes ,  s i r .  

Q Well i n  t h i s  process  now, d i d  Colonel TOAN o r  any 
of h i s  s t a f f  eve r  mention t h i s  i n  t h i s  k ind  of  form? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i t  being mentioned sir .  

Q - W a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  e v e r  broached? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge, no, sir. 

Q Did Colonel GUINN a t t e n d  those conferences , t hose  
b r i e f i n g s  a s  w e l l .  What time of t h e  morning were they he ld?  

A. They were usua l ly  he ld  0830, something l i k e  t h a t ,  
0830 o r  9 o 'c lock  something of  t h a t  na tu re .  

Q e  Colonel G U I N N  l i v e d  wi th  you i n  t h e  compound, d i d  
he no t?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  H e  l i v e d  i n  t h e  compound, yes ,  sir. 

Q- Did you t a l k  t o  him any f u r t h e r  about t h a t ?  Did 
he t a l k  t o  you over i n  t h e  c lub  o r  having a b e e r  or--

A. No, s i r ,  no, sir ,  I didn ' t - -

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Did you t a l k  t o  him about i t ?  

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t  t a l k  wi th  him about it. 

Q- You j u s t  wrote  it o f f  as propaganda and f o r g o t  it? 

A. Well, t o  my knowledge I don' t t h i n k  t h e  s u b j e c t  
came up again.  

MR MACCRATE: Did you t e l l  him about Major P H O ' s  r e a c t i o n ?  
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Colonel G U I N N  t o l d  you he was doing a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s ?  

A.  He d i d n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  come o u t  and r e l a t e  t o  
me now I ' m  going t o  do t h i s  and I ' m  going t o  do t h a t ,  I ' m  
I ' m  going t o  do t h e  o the r .  This  came o u t  i n  t h e  course 
of t h e  conversat ion.  He wasn ' t  t a l k i n g  t o  me s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
just--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  But you knew he was t ak ing  it 
s e r i o u s l y  , and you--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, sir ,  he d i d n ' t  appear t o  be 
t a k i n g  it s e r i o u s l y  a s  such. 

I0: What was h e  t a l k i n g  about then?  

A. Well, he was d i scuss ing  it, b u t  he d i d n ' t  seem 
t o  b e  alarmed about it. 

8 Well i f  you a l l  o f  a sudden heard  500 people get-
t i n g  k i l l e d - - I mean a s p e c i f i c  f i g u r e  and a s p e c i f i c  a r e a  
and which could--anybody should be a b l e  t o  p i n  t h i s  down 
t o  t h e  opera t ion .  

A .  Yes, sir.  

Q a  P a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  t h e  d a t e s  a r e  given and i t  says
i t  was done by an American u n i t  b u t  nobody e v e r  g o t  around 
t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  and t o  t ry t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  t h e  t h i n g .  

A. No, s i x ,  n o t  i n  t h e  Advisory Team 2 t h e r e .  They 
might have a t  t h e  s e c t o r  headquar ters  b u t  n o t  a t  t h e  ad-
v i so ry  team. And n o t  500 people,  t h a t ' s  a l o t  o f  people t o  
be k i l l e d  by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  a s  w e  understood it. 

Q- Anybody ever  check t o  s e e  how much a r t i l l e r y  was 
f i r e d  t h a t  day? 

A. No, s ir ,  b u t  I know an awful l o t  u s u a l l y  was f i r e d  
i n  p repara t ion  f o r  any type a c t i o n  e i t h e r  American o r  Viet-
namese. 

Q What's a l o t  of a r t i l l e r y ?  

A. W e l l ,  sir, they had some 155 a r t i l l e r y ,  105, and 
sometimes they  had some 175 a r t i l l e r y  f i r i n g  t o  t h e  a r e a  i n  
which maybe an a i rborne  a s s a u l t  was going t o  t a k e  p lace  o r  
i n  which and opera t ion  would t a k e  p l a c e .  
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Q. Under those  circumstances,  what ' s  a  l o t  of a r t i l -
l e r y ?  Tha t ' s  j u s t  t h e  c a l i b e r  of t h e  t u b e s ,  t h a t ' s  a i l .  

A.  W e l l  I remember, oh they 'd f i r e  sometimes a 20 
minute p repara t ion  and it s o r t  o f  depended on whether o r  n o t  
t h e r e  were suspected  enemy t roops  being i n  t h e  a r e a  i n  which 
t h e  opera t ion  was going t o  t a k e  p l a c e .  

Q. , W e l l  i f  you f i r e d  a  20 minute p repara t ion  with 
105s,  155s,  and 175s and you ' r e  f i r i n g  on a v i l l a g e ,  would t h a t  
be such an erroneous hypothes is  t h a t  500 could be k i l l e d ?  

A. I would t h i n k  s o ,  yes ,  s ir .  I know they  f i r e d  
t h a t  much on a  l o t  of  enemy u n i t s  and they d i d n ' t  k i l l  many. 

9- I d i d n ' t  say  t h a t ,  I s a i d  upon a v i l l a g e .  

A. Yes, sir. I would t h i n k  s o ,  yes ,  sir. 

Q. You e v e r  seen  a  20 minute prep of  t h e  k ind  of 
tubes you' re t a l k i n g  about? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I ' v e  seen  i t  on h i l l s i d e s  and mountainous 
a r e a s .  

Q- You e v e r  seen  it o u t  on t h e  f l a t l a n d ?  

A.  Maybe n o t  a 20 minute p repara t ion ,  no, sir.  
It depends on how f a s t  t h e y ' r e  f i r i n g  the  a r t i l l e r y  and 
t h ings  of  t h a t  na tu re .  

8- But t o  your knowledge nobody checked t h e  m o u n t  o f  
a r t i l l e r y ?  You d i d n ' t  check i t ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did anybody check t h e  a r t i l l e r y  t h a t  was f i r e d  t h a t  
day? 

A. NO, sir, n o t  t o  my knowl'edge. 

Q - Don't you t h i n k  this is r a t h e r  l a c k a d a i s i c a l  t h a t  
if you got  an a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  500 c i v i l i a n s  w e r e  k i l l e d  by 
a r t i l l e r y  t h a t  nobody would even check t o  f i n d  o u t  how much 
a r t i l l e r y  w a s  f i r e d  o r  where i t  was f i r e d ?  

A.  W e l l  i t  seems now t h a t  t h a t  would have been t h e  
good t h i n g  t o  have done. 

40 APP T-182 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


W e l l  n o t  only now, then.  O r  d i d  they  j u s t  have an 
a t t i t u d e  t h a t  w e l l  t h a t ' s  o u t  i n  VC t e r r i t o r y ,  f o r g e t  it. 
Q O  


A. W e l l  t h a t  was d e f i n i t e l y  considered t o  be VC con-
t r o l l e d  area .  

Q- I understand t h a t  bu t  is  t h i s  t h e  reason why people 
were n o t  s o  anxious t o  do something about i t ?  

A. Could have been,  sir .  

Could have been VC t e r r i t o r y  o r  were you s o  busy Q e  


doing something e l s e  t h a t  t h a t  was r e l a t i v e l y  unimportant? 

A. Could have been, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what t h e  

reason was f o r  n o t  doing t h a t  a t  t h a t  t ime. 


Q. It seems almost abso lu te ly  impossible  t o  m e  t h a t  
i n t e l l i n g e n c e  o f f i c e r s  and opera t iona l  o f f i c e r s  , when they 
g e t  a p iece  of information l i k e  t h a t  recognizing t h e  extreme 
p ressure  t h a t  you were a l l  under from General WESTMORELAND 
and from w i t h i n  t h e  cha in  of command t o  reduce c i v i l i a n  
c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  you wouldn 't ask one t h i n g  about i t ?  You'd 
do nothing f u r t h e r  about i t ?  

A. Well, s ir ,  we d i d n ' t  g e t  involved i n  t h e  American 
sponsored o p e r a t i o n s ,  unless  it was j o i n t  with t h e  ARVN and 

, Vietr;mese azd--

Q. ( In terpos ing)  You're an American Army o f f i c e r  . 
A. Yes, sir. And t h e  s e c t o r  people s o r t  of  opera ted  
on t h e i r  own a l s o  unless  it was a j o i n t  ope ra t ion  wi th  t h e  
s e c t o r  fo rces  and 2d ARVN Divis ion o r  e i t h e r  t h e  s e c t o r  and 
American u n i t s  and j u s t  s o r t  of  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  opera t ions  
going on t h e r e .  However we d i d  coordina te  when two were in-  
volved. 

Q. But t h i s  is  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  belonged t o  t h e  2d ARVN. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Even though you had g iven  a temporary, I say you, 
I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  2d Divis ion ,  had given a temporary a r e a  
of opera t ions  t o  Task Force Barker t o  o p e r a t e  i n  f o r  a given 
pe r iod  o f  t i m e ,  t h i s  is s t i l l  your t e r r i t o r y ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n ' s  
t e r r i t o r y  and people got  k i l l e d ,  b u t  t h i s  is no concern o f  
ours  o r  wash our  hands of it. 
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A .  W e l l ,  s i r ,  w e  d i d n ' t ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k ,  t ake  t h a t  
a t t i t u d e .  J u s t  completely wash our  hands wi th  it. T h a t ' s  
l i k e  see ing  a  man run over  by an automobile and sayinq w e l l  
he 's n o t  i n  my fami ly ,  I d o n ' t  want anything t o  do wi th  . 
him. I ' m  c e r t a i n l y  concerned w i t h  human l i f e ,  

Q. I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t e l l  m e  one t h i n g  you d i d  except  
t a l k  t o  Colonel-- Major PHO about it. You d i d n ' t  t a l k  about . 
it--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  I could have d iscussed  it with 
somebody a t  CORDS. However, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I d i d  o r  
d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I d i d n ' t ,  because I know I t a l k e d  about 
many, many mat ters  w i t h  him and it could have been i n  t h e  
course of t h e  conversat ion.  

Q - Well, I can t h i n k  of a l o t  more p o s s i b i l i t i e s  too ,  
b u t  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about what you a c t u a l l y  d i d ,  n o t  what you 
might have done. 

A .  Yes, sir.  I d o n ' t  r eca l l - -  

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Did you make a  sugges t ion  t o  Major 
PHO, w e l l  l e t s  check- th i s  t h i n g  o u t ,  s e e  i f  t h e r e  is any 
v a l i d i t y  t o  i t ?  

A .  I remember d i scuss ing  it with him, s i r ,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  remember recommending t h a t  t o  him. 

Q *  D i d  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion make any e f f o r t  t o  col-  
l e c t  a d d i t i o n a l  informat ion  concerning t h i s ?  

A. I f  they  d i d ,  I don' t remember be ing  informed of  any 
a d d i t i o n a l  ac t ion .  

Q - I have h e r e  a  message from COMUSMACV t o  VMAC da ted  
2 February 196 8, s u b j e c t  : "Mistreatment of  d e t a i n e e s  and PWs, I' 

UNCLASSIFIED. I ' d  l i k e  t o  have t h i s - - t h i s  message is signed 
by Walter T.  KERWIN, Jr., Major General, United S t a t e s  Army, 
Chief of S t a f f .  

RCDR: This message w i l l  be en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  and 
marked as  Exhibit M-48, 

Q - I would ask i f  you ever  saw this message o r  w e r e  
aware of t h e  con ten t s  o f  t h i s  message. 

A .  I d o n ' t  remember t h i s  s p e c i f i c  message, s ir ,  b u t  
I was aware t h a t  p r i s o n e r s  o r  de ta inees  o r  anybody e l s e  
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should n o t  be m i s t r e a t e d ,  abused o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  I 
know I t r i e d  s e v e r a l  occasions t o  have de ta inees  s e n t  back 
t o  t h e i r  homes because t h e r e  were no f a c i l i t i e s  t h e r e  f o r  
them t o  t a k e  c a r e  of meager human n e c e s s i t i e s  and they were 
herded around, t r e a t e d  l i k e  animals. I d i d  what I could 
t o  t r y  t o  g e t  them re turned t o  t h e i r  homes t o  keep from 
being mis t rea ted .  

Q =  W e l l  I ' d  l i k e  t o  c a l l  your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h a t  l a s t  
paragraph. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

8. Which says ;  " a l l  known, suspected ,  o r  a l l eged  war 

crimes o r  a t r o c i t i e s  committed by o r  a g a i n s t  U.S. personnel  

w i l l  be  i n v e s t i g a t e d  i n  accordance wi th  MACV Direc t ive  20-4."  
Were you aware of  t h a t ?  

A. Well, I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e s e  would have been i n v e s t i -  
gated.  

Q- N o ,  b u t  you ' re  an American o f f i c e r .  You're be ing  
given information of  an a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  U.S. a r t i l l e r y  k i l l e d  
500 people.  Did you i n s u r e  t h a t  this was being i n v e s t i g a t e d ?  

A. N o ,  s ir ,  I d i d  no t .  

Q- Dcnl t  yon thirik t h a t  I s  wiL5i.n your r e s p ~ n s i b i l i t y  
a s  an o f f i c e r  when you h e a r  something such a s  t h i s  t o  do 
something about i t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  it appears t o  be now t h a t  I--

@. ( In te rpos ing)  Wouldn't it appear s o  then?  What 
I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  is  why people such a s  yourse l f  who 
had information such as  t h i s ,  d i d  nothing.  And I h a v e n ' t  g o t  
an explanat ion  from you today o t h e r  than t h e  f a c t  t h a t  somebody 
t o l d  you w e l l  i t ' s  probably VC propaganda. 

A. Yes, sir. And t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  involved an 
American u n i t  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  s e c t o r  people were in -
volved i n  t h e  c i v i l i a n  a s p e c t  of  it. 

Q. Didn ' t  you f e e l  ob l iga ted  t o  check with Colonel 
GUINN o r  wi th  your h igher  commander t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  
t h i n g  was be ing  i n v e s t i g a t e d  proper ly?  

A. NO, sir, no t  a t  t h e  t ime,  I d i d n ' t .  
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Q- Well I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  you gained a l o t  o f  i n s i g h t
today and a l o t  of  th ings  have been c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n -
t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  r e f r e s h  your memory. This is one of  t h e  
c r u c i a l  a reas  r i g h t  h e r e  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of  in fo r -
mation and i f  based on which w e  have provided today i f  t h i s  
s t a r t s  p u t t i n g  some b i t s  and p ieces  back i n t o  your memory 
a s  t o  what t r a n s p i r e d ,  we'd l i k e  very much then  t o  t ake  
advantage o f  whatever information you have t o  o f f e r .  So 
i f  any of  these  th ings  do come back t o  you I want you t o  
g e t  i n  touch wi th  t h i s  o f f i c e  s o  t h a t  we can g e t  toge the r  
wi th  you and t a k e  advantage of t h a t  information.  Additon-
a l l y  i f  you have any documents, memoranda, papers ,  d i r ec -
t i v e s ,  photos,  a e r i a l  photos,  maps, o r  anything of t h a t  
n a t u r e ,  which would be of a s s i s t a n c e  t o  us i n  t h i s  inves-
t i g a t i o n  I ' d  l i k e  very much t o  have those .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  
now, I '  11 give  you an opportuni ty t o  ask any ques t ions  
t h a t  you may ca re  t o  ask o r  t o  make any s ta tement  f o r  t h e  
record  t h a t  you may c a r e  t o  make. 

A. I have no ques t ions ,  s i r ,  b u t  I would l i k e  t o  
s t a t e  t h a t  I ' m  a s  anxious t o  provide a l l  informat ion  t h a t  
I poss ib ly  can concerning t h i s  m a t t e r ,  because it concerns 
me and because of t h e  bad l i g h t  i n  which i t  has  c a s t  t h e  Army. 
And I th ink  t h e y ' r e  g e t t i n g  a l o t  o f - - t r i ed  before  anything,  
any of t h e  f a c t s  and s o  f o r t h  a r e  known concerning t h e  mat-
t e r .  If anything comes t o  mind, you can r e s t  assured  t h a t  
I ' l l  g e t  i n  touch w i t h  your o f f i c e  somehow o r  o t h e r .  

Q - Well you ' re  a t  CONARC and you have irrunediate ac-
cess  t o  a te iepnone.  

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q- And we can ar range  f o r  you t o  g e t  back he re  i n  very
s h o r t  order .  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r .  And I '11 c e r t a i n l y  rack my memory t o  
come up with any f a c t s  and f i g u r e s  o r  any o t h e r  d e t a i l s  I 
poss ib ly  can. 

Q A l l  r i g h t  we 'd  a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t .  

A.  I c e r t a i n l y  will. 

, I0: This  hea r ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1815 hours ,  19 January 
1970 .) 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1409 hours ,  26 
February 19 70. ) 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR : The following named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t he  next  witness  i s  Major Thomas B. EARLE, Jr. 

(MAJ EARLE was r e c a l l e d  a s  a wi tness ,  reminded t h a t  
he  remained under oa th  t o  t h e  hea r ing  and t e s t i f i e d  as fol lows :) 

10: Major EARLE, you r e c a l l  when you were he re  with us 
t h e  l a s t  t ime,  we were t a l k i n g  about some o f  your d iscuss ions  
wi th  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from t h e  advisory group a t  province and a l s o  
about some of t h e  documents, some of which came from t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f ' s  r e p o r t ,  f o r  example, t h a t  of 11 Apr i l .  W e  were t a l k i n g  
about VC propaganda. I had been t a l k i n g  wi th  you, and M r .  MAC-
CRATE subsequent ly s a i d  t h i s  t o  you: 

"Q. Major EARLE, you have t o l d  us t h a t  you heard from 
Colonel G U I N N  about the  VC propaganda l e a f l e t s ,  t h a t  
you heard  from Colonel G U I N N  something about t h e  
d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  r e p o r t ,  t h a t  you had heard from 
Colonel G U I N N  t h a t  t h e  province chief  had someone 
looking i n t o  it, t h a t  you heard  from Colonel G U I N N  
t h a t  he was passing it up throzqk h i s  chancels ,  
and t h a t  you f i n a l l y  heard  from Colonel G U I N N  t h a t  
he was seeking a d d i t i o n a l  informat ion  about t h i s  
ma t t e r .  You s a i d  a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  t o  us t h i s  
a f te rnoon . 
."A. Y e s ,  sir. 

"Q. Now I ' v e  noted them down as you s a i d  them. 
Have you any f u r t h e r  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  of  what 
Colonel G U I N N  s a i d  t o  you o t h e r  than  t h e s e  
th ings  t h a t  I tve j u s t  l i s t e d  to  you? 

"A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  have any a d d i t i o n a l  in-  
formation. 

"Q. Have you anything t h a t  you can t e l l  us having 
heard  these  f i v e  th ings  of Colonel  G U I N N  a s  t o  what 
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you d i d ,  anything t h a t  you said t o  anyone, any-
t h i n g  t h a t  you d i d  about it, any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  
you d i d  anything o t h e r  than  j u s t  put  it o u t  ~f 
your mind? 

"A. I d i d n ' t  put it ou t  of my mind. A s  I s a i d ,  
I d iscussed  i t  with Major PHO and he s a i d  i t  
was VC propaganda. I remember it being mentioned 
t h a t  morning about how r i d i c u l o u s  it w a s  f o r  t h a t  
many people t o  be k i l l e d ,  500  hundred people.  A s  
I s a i d ,  it was an American u n i t  ope ra t ion  and the 
ARVN Divis ion wasn' t involved i n  t h e  opera t ion .  " 

Now with t h a t  as a background, d i d  you d i scuss  t h i s  wi th  any- 
body e l s e  wi th in  your own advisory group? Did you d i scuss  t h i s ,  
f o r  example, w i t h  Colonel HUTTER, who was p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  time? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  d i scuss ing  it with him, sir. I 
d o n ' t .  What I ' v e  t o l d  you i s  t o  the  b e s t  of my memory. 
Actual events  could have been d i f f e r e n t  than  t h a t ,  b u t  t o  t h e  
b e s t  of my knowledge, I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  you-- cZ3

3 

c3


Q - ( In te rpos ing)  I don' t want you t o  n e c e s s a r i l y  
ho ld  t o  e x a c t l y  what you t o l d  us h e r e  because you may have '3 
have had some a d d i t i o n a l  thoughts  a s  t o  what happened. m 

A. I have gone over  everyth ing  t h a t  happened many, 
many, many t imes s i n c e  I was h e r e  t h e  l a s t  t i m e .  I have 
done some s e r i o u s  s o u l  and mind searching  t o  come up wi th  
d i f f e r e n t  information.  The only t h i n g  t h a t  I can say  i s  maybe 
t h e  t h i n g  was overshadowed by o t h e r  even t s  t h a t  w e r e  t ak ing  
p lace  a t  t h a t  time. 

Q. Would you exp la in  t h a t ?  

A .  I know we were cons tan t ly  r ece iv ing  r e p o r t s  about 
t h e  enemy a c t i v i t y ,  about t h e  forthcoming a t t a c k s  i n  the  a r e a .  
We were concerned with t h a t ,  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  what was going 
t o  happen, when it was going t o  happen, where it was going t o  
happen. That was t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  e x i s t e d  then.  

Q. We're t a l k i n g  about t h e  time pe r iod  g e n e r a l l y  from 
t h e  1st t o  about t h e  middle o r  a l i t t l e  b i t  a f t e r  t h e  middle 
o f  Apr i l .  
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A. Yes, sir. I could have d iscussed  it wi th  some-
one e l s e .  I could have d iscussed  i t  wi th  someone i n  the  11th  
Brigade o r  even G 2  of t h e  Americal Divis ion.  H e  was the  only 
one t h a t  I had con tac t  with r e a l l y .  I could have d iscussed  
it with him o r  mentioned it t o  him; I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q- You d o n ' t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e c a l l  having d iscussed  it 
w i t h  Colonel HUTTER? 

A. No, sir ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

a - Could you have d iscussed  it with t h e  6 2  of  the  
Americal Divis ion ,  Colonel TREXLER? 

A. Colonel TREXLER o r  Colonel OWENS, one of the  two. 

Q. Yes? 

A. I met with them occas iona l ly  and went over  what 
information we had ,  t h i n g s  t h a t  had happened, opera t ions  i n  
which t h e  Americal Divis ion had been involved,  and th ings  of 
t h a t  na tu re .  

Q *  How about Colonel BLACKLEDGE o r  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A.  I could have. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I discussed  anything 
wi th  Colonel HENDERSON because I d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  anything wi th  
him; I j u s t  d i d n ' t  have t h e  occas ion ,  b u t  I d i d  wi th  Colonel 
BLACKLEDGE. From time t o  t ime we compared our  no tes  on enemy 
a c t i v i t y  and OB holdings and t h i n g s  of  t h a t  n a t u r e .  

Q. Did he come up o r  d i d  you qo  down t h e r e ?  How d i d  
you meet? 

A.  W e l l ,  a l i t t l e  of  both.  I t h i n k  he came up t o  
Quang Ngai. I don1t r e c a l l  s ee ing  him b u t  once a t  t h e  11 th  
Brigade. H e  came up t h e r e  occas iona l ly ,  n o t  f r equen t ly ,  
maybe once ox twice ,  t h r e e  t i m e s  a t  t h e  most. 

Q D o  you remember t a l k i n g  t o  him s p e c i f i c a l l y  about 
this s i t u a t i o n ,  about t h e  l e t t e r ,  about  the VC propaganda? 

A. Not s p e c i f i c a l l y  about t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  We discussed  
t h e  whole gamut of even t s  and t h i n g s  of t h a t  n a t u r e  t h a t  had 
been t a k i n g  p lace .  
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Q What was t h e  procedure f o r  you, f o r  example, t o  
g e t  information o r  documents o r  provide documents t o  t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade? How would you do t h a t ?  O r  t o  t h e  Arnerical Divis ion? 

A. Well, they would reques t  them. I f  w e  had something 
we would t r y  t o  send it--by t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  t h a t  was going 
up t o  t h e  Arnerical Divis ion ,  something of t h a t  na tu re .  W e  had 
a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  t h e r e  wi th  Team 2 ,  ,and he would make t r i p s  from 
time t o  time up t h e r e .  W e  would give him i n f  ormation, ask him 
t o  b r i n g  back information.  Sometimes he would have t ime t o ,  
and sometimes no t .  

Q- The America1 Division d i d  have a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  
t h e r e ?  P e r i o d i c a l l y  t h e  br igade  would send one of t h e i r  people 
up t o  check around, and a l s o  t o  check w i t h  t h e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  
from t h e  Americal? 

A. Yes, sir. I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

Q Again going back t o  your previous tes t imony,  you
r e c a l l  t h a t  you and I t a l k e d  about what we r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  
Exh ib i t  R-1 ,  which i s  a c t u a l l y  Colonel HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  of  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 2 4  Apr i l?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q He has  a t t ached  t o  i t  a Vie t  Cong broadcas t  which 
had been i n t e r c e p t e d  and then  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  English and a 
copy had been furn ished .  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. How would t h e '  2d ARVN Divis ion commander provide 
a copy of t h a t ?  ~t says  very c l e a r l y  i n  Colonel HENDERSON'S 
l e t t e r  t h a t  a copy o f  it was provided by t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  
of  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion.  Wouldn't i t  l o g i c a l l y  fol low t h a t  
t h i s  would be provided through your channels? 

A. Not n e c e s s a r i l y .  N o ,  sir. He could have. H e  
v i s i t e d  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion  headquarters  from time t o  t i m e ,  
and i t  could have been given t o  him a t  t h a t  time by t h e  2d 
ARVN Divis ion commander. 

MR MACCRATE: How would he g e t  a t r a n s l a t i o n ,  Major EARLE? 
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A. They had t r a n s l a t o r s  t h e r e  i n  t h e  b r igade ,  I 
th ink ;  a l s o  a t  t h e  America1 Divis ion.  

Q- W e l l  of course ,  you had your own t r a n s l a t o r s  t o o ,  
d i d n ' t  you? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir;  w e  had them t h e r e ,  a t  t h e  2d ARVN 
~ i v i s i o na l s o .  

Q- So I t h i n k  what we a r e  saying  is t h a t  t h e r e  was 
a v a r i e t y  of ways it could have g o t t e n  from t h e  2d Divis ion 
commander, Colonel TOAN, t o  Colonel HENDERSON? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q= The reason I ask t h i s  i s  t h a t  according t o  the  
b e s t  information we have, t h i s  document was picked ou t  of 
a s t a c k  o f  documents by the  S2 of t h e  br igade  who i n  t u r n  
r e f e r r e d  i t  t o  Colonel HENDERSON because o f  t h e  information 
it contained about something unusual happeneing i n  t h e  Son 
My a r e a  on about 16 March. What I ' m  g e t t i n g  a t  i s  how would 
a  qroup of documents l i k e  t h a t  normally be s e n t  t o  t h e  11 th  
Brigade from t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion? 

A. Yes , sir .  

Q. Did you make it a p r a c t i c e  of g a t h e r i n g  documents 
together  and hold ing  them and t h e n  passing theia on tc LFier,? 

A. No, sir.  I d o n ' t  remember doing t h a t .  They 
g o t  documents from t h e  s e c t o r .  In  f a c t  I would say  they  
more f r equen t ly  g o t  them from t h e r e  than  they d i d  from 
t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion ,  o r  a s  f r equen t ly .  They g o t  them from 
both  p laces .  

Q. What d i d  they  g e t  from s e c t o r  t h a t  would s tand 
o u t  i n  your mind? 

A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  they had an S2 o f f i c e r  t h e r e  and t h e  
information about t h e  Vie t  Cong i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  o r  information 
about enemy a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h e r e ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  what I read  t o  you? You s a i d  you 
d iscussed  t h i s  m a t t e r  wi th  Colonel PHO. Would you again t e l l  
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us  what you and Colonel PHO d iscussed  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  
l e t t e r  t h a t  had come down from Lieutenant  TAN, t h e  d i s t r i c t  
c h i e f  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  addressed t o  the  province ch ie f  
w i t h  an information copy f o r  Colonel TOAN? Can you go over  
t h a t  again f o r  us? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  t h a t  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  I j u s t  
heard  about t h e  information. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s e e i n g  it. I 
could have, bu t  I d o n ' t  remember see ing  t h e  document. 

Q - What d i d  he t e l l  you about t h e  document? 

A. I d o n ' t  remember h i s  even d i scuss ing  t h e  document. 
We j u s t  d iscussed  t h e  even t  and &out the f a c t  t h a t  t h e  VC 
s a i d  t h a t  500 people were k i l l e d  i n  this hamlet o r  v i l l a g e  
by the  Americans. I remember asking him, o r  j u s t  d i scuss ing  
it with him. I d o n ' t  remember any s p e c i f i c  ques t ions .  H e  
s a i d  Vie t  Cong, VC propaganda. He d i d n ' t  even say V i e t  
Cong; it was VC propaganda. 

Q Was h e ,  i n  your judgement, c a l l i n g  t h e  le t ter  
from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t o  t h e  province ch ie f  a p iece  of 
VC propaganda? 

A. The e v e n t  about t h e  500 people be ing  k i l l e d  a s  
being VC propaganda. 

Q. What d i d  he t e l l  you s p e c i f i c a l l y  about i t ?  Did 
he t e l l  you where t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  . g o t  h i s  information? 

A. No, sir. I d o n ' t  remember whether he d i d  o r  no t .  
I don' t know whether he s a i d  he g o t  it from people coming o u t  
o f  t h e  a r e a ,  o r  where he s a i d  he g o t  t h e  informat ion  from. 

Q - Did he say anything about t h e  v i l l a g e  ch ie f  of 
Son M y ?  

A. Not t o  my memory, sir. 

Q. What d i d  he say?  Did he i n d i c a t e  t o  you t h a t  he  
had a copy of t h e  l e t t e r  from t h e  province c h i e f  which had 
been s e n t  t o  Colonel TOAN? 

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  any document t h a t  he had 
concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  
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Q. D i d  he t e l l .  you what he w a s  recommending o r  what 
he was going t o  do? 

A. No, sir ,  n o t  tu ~zry recollec.tiu11. 

Q *  You worked p re t t y  closely- wik- Major P PL U I  3'J.dmA A  8 J-L 

you? 

a, 1- - .- .-Yes, sir .  1 worked c l o s e l y  with hix .  

Q- Would you again go over f o r  us  this m e e t i i ~ gtha t  
w a s  h e l d  a f t e r  Lke briefing i n  which Colonel G U I N N  passed on 
t h i s  i.nformatio;a ta ycu &ox", "hose docuiients an=. x k a t  he was 
doing wi th  t h e m  and s o  on? 

A. Yes ,  sir. He gave t h i s  i.nfematiorz a t  the b r i e f i n g ,  
You know each person had t h e i r  t u r n  t o  g i v e  *eir p o r t i o n  of 
t h e  b r i e f i n g .  If he had t h e  informat ion  he d give it; i f  he 
d i d n ' t ,  he d i d n ' t  s ay  anything.  This t i m e  he d i d  pass t h i s  
informat ion  on. 

Q Were any ARVM personnel  p resen t?  

A - No, sir .  

Q* J u s t  the U. S . adv i so r s?  

A. Y e s  , s1..r. 

S O  Was he t h e  only one t h e r e  from province o r  s e c t o r ?  

A. There w a s  u s u a l l y  j u s t  one r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t h e r e .  
Occasional ly t h e r e  were o t h e r s  t h e r e ,  b u t  usua l ly  t h e r e  was j u s t  
t h e  one. 

Q But you remeAberhim being  t h e r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  on 
t h i s  day? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  T h a t ' s  where I heard  about t h e  500 people 
being k i l l e d  as  r e p o r t e d  by t h e  V i e t  Cong propaganda. 

Q. Did he say by V i e t  Cong propaganda? 

A. I b e l i e v e  he s a i d  t h a t  he had rece ived  a r e p o r t  t h a t  
Americans had k i l l e d  500 c i v i l i a n s ,  and I t h i n k  t h i s  came t o  
l i g h t  through t h e  Vie t  Cong propaganda. 
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Q - You reca i l e t :  b e f o r e  t h a t  he s a i d  he  had some in -
formation from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ?  

A. I d o n ' t  reinember whether he s a i d  he g o t  i t  from 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  or  t h e  adv i so r  up t h e r e  a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  
I t  seems t o  me t h a t  from t h e  adv i so r  up t h e r e ,  st  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  
who I ' m  s u r e  i n  turn q o t  i t  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  some person 
from t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  

Q. Did he show you a copy of t h e  l e t t e r  which had 
been addressed t o  t h e  MACV, Quang Ngai s e c t o r ,  which is a 
copy of Lieutenant  T A N ' S  l e t t e r ?  Dii he show you a copy of 
t h a t ?  

A.  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l ,  :>ir,b u t  i t  seems l i k e  I d i d  see 
one from t h e r e .  I tk--inl. e h a t  he  d i d  show me something, I 
b e l i e v e .  Maybe it wpr- t h e  one from, I b e l i e v e  you s a i d  a 
Captain RODRIGUEZ r . : a s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i s t r i c t  adv i so r .  It  
could have been .-hat one t h a t  he had a t  t h a t  t ime,  t h e s e  papers 
t h a t  he had,  ,;h document t h a t  he had. 

Q /,- Did you q e t  an oppor tuni ty  t o  look a t  i t ?  

A..; $" I c a n ' t  remember f o r  c e r t a i n .  I know he  t o l d  us  (9 
,'&out it b u t  whether o r  n o t  I ha6  a chance t o  s e e  it I don't 0 
r e c a l l .  rn 

Q What did he say  about what he was going t o  60 w i t h  i t ?  

A .  I d o n ' t  remember i f  he s a i d  anything about it, ,i-
d o n ' t  remember E he s a i d  he was go i~agt o  do anything w i t 5  . t k ~ e  
document. 

Q. Was kc going t o  do anything with t h e  in fomat ion?  
Was he j u s t  qoinq t o  s i t  t h e r e  wi th  t h e  information? 

A,  TQ the. b e s t  of my memory, as I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  he 
s a i d  he was going t o  r e p o r t  i t ,  pass  i t  on. To whon he was going 
t o  r e p o r t  i t ,  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  i t  was t h e  province adv i so r .  I ' m  
s u r e  he repor ted  it t c  him, o r  he knew about it. But whether i t  
would go on through h i s  o f f i c i a l  channels o r  n o t ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

Q m  if he were going t o  r e p o r t  i t  through his o f f i c i a l  
channels ,  w h a t  ds yol; expect t h a t  he would have done? 
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A. I t h i n k  it would have gone t o  Danang , through 
CORDS channels o r  t o  t h e  province a d v i s o r ,  and he would 
have s e n t  it on up. 

a - The province s e n i o r  a d v i s o r ,  M r .  MAY, was i n  
and ou t  q u i t e  f r equen t ly  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Y e s  , sir. 

Q. It 's  h a r d  t o  say  whether he was t h e r e  on t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  day w e  a r e  t a l k i n g  about o r  n o t ?  

4, Y e s ,  sir. It could have been t h a t  he  was going 
t o  r e p o r t  it t o  t h e  America1 Divis ion because they had 
f requen t  meetings.  You know, between t h e  America1 Divis ion 
and t h e  b r igade  and t h e  s e c t o r ,  and t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion.  
They weren 't involved d i r e c t l y .  

Q e  Under those  circumstances , wouldn t you s t i l l  
expect t h a t  he would have made i t  a m a t t e r  of  record  a d  
provided informat ion  t h a t  he had taken t h i s  a c t i o n  t o  h i s  
s e n i o r ,  t o  t h e  s e n i o r  o f  t h e  Quang Ngai advisory group which 
had been, a s  you put  i t ,  DEPCORDS of I Corps? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I would t h i n k  so. 

Q - Can you r e c a l l  anything o t h e r  t h a t  he  t o l d  you
about t h e  document? Did he mention i f  t h i s  docmnent f o r  example 
concerned Son My? 

A. No, I d o n ' t  remember. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  n m e ,  sir. 

Q Any r e f e r e n c e  on Tu Cung o r  Co Luy? 

A.  No, s ir ,  I don' t r e c a l l  those  names. So many of them 
sound a l i k e  over  t h e r e  i t ' s  hard  t o  remember one p a r t i c u l a r  name. 

MR MACCRATE : Is t h e r e  anything t h a t  Colonel G U I N N  s a i d  which 
i n d i c a t e d  t o  you t h a t  he  and M r .  MAY had spoken about i t ?  

No, sir .  

Q. I t h i n k  you were about t o  enumerate f o r  us who was a t  
t h e  b r i e f i n g .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  we gave you an oppor tuni ty  t o  do  
t h a t .  A t  the t i m e  t h a t  Colonel GUINN was t a l k i n g  about these 
t h i n g s ,  who e l s e  was t h e r e ?  
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A. Well. s i r ,  t h e r e  were usua l ly  about 10 o r  1 5  people 
t h e r e ,  I guess .  The same ones were t h e r e  most of t h e  t ime,  and 
it kind  of f l u c t u a t e d  a l i t t l e  b i t  from time t o  t i m e ,  s o  i t ' s  
h a r d  t o  say exac t ly  h7ho was t h e r e  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  day. 

Q - I n  t h i s  d i scuss ion  t h a t  you desc r ibed ,  I ga thered  t h a t  
i t  was a smal l e r  group than  t h a t ,  t h e  whole b r i e f i n g  s e s s i o n  
t h a t  may have been d i scuss ing  t h a t ?  

A. The only ones I remember be ing  t h e r e  a r e  just Colonel 
G U I N N  and myself;  of course ,  t h e r e  could have been somebody 
s tanding  r i g h t  t h e r e  by us .  I don1t know o r  remember anyone. 

Q. You don1 t r e c a l l  Colonel HUTTER? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him s t a n d i n g  over  t h e r e ,  

I0: I t h i n k  you i n d i c a t e d  be fo re  t h e r e  was a  p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  your execu t ive  o f f i c e r  may have been t h e r e ,  Colonel CROM-
WELL I t h i n k  was h i s  name. 

A. Yes, he would have been a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g .  

A s  I recall .  i t ,  i t ' s  p r e t t y  much l i k e  you t o l d  us c3a - rn 
b e f o r e ,  r a t h e r  l i k e  M r .  MACCRATE i n d i c a t e d ,  a l though it might C') 

have been mentioned in t h e  b r i e f i n g .  Af te r  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  a 
few of you g o t  t o g e t h e r  t o  d i s c u s s ?  

C'3 
-- ..-.A. r e s ,  S ~ P .  x r r e  uriiy oiies I rerilenber wvuiii be coitj;iei 

G U I N N  and myself. 

MR MACCRATE: W e  understand t h a t  you and Captain LANE usee tr; 
s e e  q u i t e  a b i t  of  each o t h e r .  

Q v H e  w a s  t h e  S2 of s e c t o r ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  

&. D o  you e v e r  r e c a l l  d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  wi th  him? 

A. No, sir .  I don' t remember it e v e r  coming up. I 
j u s t  d o n ' t .  There wasn ' t  much t h a t  we d i d n lt d i s c u s s ,  but  I 
don 't remember d i scuss ing  t h a t .  
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Q. Did Colonel G U I N N  i n d i c a t e  who a t  s e c t o r  was 
working wi th  him on t h i s ?  

A. N o ,  s ir .  

Q e  N o  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  w i t h  whom? 

A He d i d n ' t  give any names, no ,  sir. It would 
probably be Captain LANE. I would t h i n k  i t  would be Captain LANE. 

I0: What about the Vietnamese s i d e ,  s i n c e  w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  
about a Vietnamese r e p o r t ?  I t 's  t r u e  he may have been t a l k i n g  
wi th  Captain LANE about what he was doing. What d i d  he say  
about t h e  Vietnamese, what a c t i o n  they  were t ak ing?  

A. I don' t remember him say ing  anything about the 
Vietnamese. 

8 - Did he mention anything about Colonel KHIEN e v e r  
having anything t o  do wi th  i t ?  

A - NO, s i r .  

Q. T e l l i n g  him t o  do something about i t ?  

A. Colonel KHIEN was concerned about h i s  people i n  the 
province t h e r e ,  so I ' m  sure he did s o m e t h i n y  &out i t .  I would 
think he d i d .  The Vietnamese considered t h i s  t o  be an enemy 
a rea .  However, I would t h i n k  he would look i n t o  t h e  ma t t e r .  He 
wouldn' t go i n t o  t h e  a r e a  h imse l f ,  I know t h a t .  H e  considered i t  
t o  be h o s t i l e  t e r r i t o r y ,  by every d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  word. 

(2. I t a k e  i t  t h e n  what you've i n d i c a t e d  i s  t h a t  Colonel 
G U I N N  was saying  t o  you t h a t  t h i s  r e p o r t  t h a t  was rece ived  from 
d i s t r i c t  was i n  e f f e c t  VC propaganda? Something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  the r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e d  500 Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  had been 
k i l l e d ?  

A. I b e l i e v e  that was a genera l  consensus of opinion; 
that it came, o r  o r i g i n a t e d  from VC propaganda. That is  how 
t h e  informat ion  came t o  l i g h t .  

Q. Did he say how t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  had g o t t e n  h i s  
i n f o m a t i o n ?  
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A. I t h i n k  it came o u t  o r i g i n a l l y  from a l e a f l e t ,  some 
form of l e a f l e t .  Now where he  g o t  t h a t  from I d o n ' t  remember 
him saying .  

Q I have h e r e  t h i s  Exh ib i t  M-30, which we have shown 
you b e f o r e ,  which i s  a s t a t ement  s igned by Captain RODRIGUEZ. 
Probably you can s e e  t h e  t r u e  copy much b e t t e r .  The o r i g i n a l  
reproduct ion is  n o t  t o o  good. 

A .  Yes, sir. 

Q- Is t h i s  what Colonel G U I N N  was t a l k i n g  about? 

A. I t  seems t o  m e  i t  is ,  s i r .  To t h e  b e s t  of  my memory, 
i t  is .  

Q You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  i t  does r e f e r  t o  a le t ter  from 
t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t o  t h e  Quang Ngai Province c h i e f .  
T h a t ' s  a b a s i c  r e f e r e n c e ,  and it a l s o  s t a t e s  i n  t h e  next  para-
graph t h a t  he had rece ived  a l e t t e r  from t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  of 
Son My complaining of t h e  k i l l i n g  of 490  c i v i l i a n s .  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. I am going t o  go over  b r i e f l y  wi th  you t h e  t h i n g s  
which you had hea rd ,  which you i n d i c a t e d  i n  your previous 
testimony. You heard  from Colonel GUINN something about a 
d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  r e p o r t ,  s o  I t ake  i t  t h a t  t h i s  is genera l ly  
w i t h i n  the  context  of  what we a r e  t a l k i n g  about as f a r  as 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  chiez's r e p o r t  i s  cuncerned. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I b e l i e v e  s o .  

Q- You a l s o  heard  from him about a VC propaganda l e a f -
l e t ?  

A. Y e s  ,sir. 

Q. How d i d  he pu t  t h e  two t o g e t h e r ,  o r  d i d  he? 

A. I was under t h e  impression t h a t  t h e  informat ion  
o r f g i n a t e d  from t h i s  {VC propaganda. That was where i t  first 
came t o  l i g h t .  

Q. You a l s o  heard  from Colonel G U I N N  t h a t  t h e  province 
c h i e f  had someone looking i n t o  i t ?  
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A. Yes, sir .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  what--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  What d i d  h e  say  Colonel KHIEN was 
doing? 

A. 1 d o n ' t  remember what he s a i a  Colonel KHIEN was 
doing; I don' t r e c a l l .  

Q - You a l s o  mentioned t h a t  he  was pass ing  it up through 
h i s  channels.  W e  've d iscussed  t h a t  be fo re .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. H e  was pass ing  t h e  informat ion  on. I 
assumed it t o  be through h i s  channels.  

Q- You a l s o  had hea rd  t h a t  he w a s  seeking a d d i t i o n a l  
information.  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  

Q- So where d i d  h e  i n d i c a t e  he was going t o  g e t
t h i s  information? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, s i r ,  unless  it would have been from 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  adv i so r ,  Captain RODRIGUEZ. 

Q - Did he mention Captain RODRIGUEZ t h a t  day when you 
were t a i k i n g  t o  him? O r  d i d  he mention Major GAVlN? 

A. I b e l i e v e  t h e  name RODRIGUEZ was mentioned, sir .  I 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  name came up as  opposed t o  Major GAVIN. 

Q- I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  i n  my own mind how this 
conversa t ion  may have come up, t o  the e f f e c t  t h a t  perhaps he 
had rece ived  a copy of t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  l e t t e r .  We know 
he was provided a copy of it. Also on t h e  copy he rece ived  
was an i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of  t h e  2d ARVN 
Divis ion had rece ived  a copy. So, he poss ib ly  could have been 
t a l k i n g  t~ you a s  i f  you knew about i t ,  because we  know t h a t  
Major PHO had it. 

A. Y e s  , sir. 

Q And based upon t h i s  assumption, you may have a l s o  
r e l a t e d  t h i s  t o  a VC propaganda l e a f l e t  o r  b roadcas t  t h a t  had 
been i n t e r c e p t e d .  That i s  an assumption and may be a presump-
tuous assumption, b u t  does t h i s  g ive  any thought  a t  a l l ?  
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A. No, sir. I don1t remember anything as  t o  what 
he s a i d  o r  what he d i d  o r  where he s a i d  he g o t  h i s  informat ion .  

a =  You d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what he s a i d  province was doing 
about it, o r  s e c t o r ?  

A. No, s i i .  

Q* In terms o f  any m i l i t a r y  opera t ions  o r  anything,  
planning some opera t ions  t o  check it  o u t ,  g e t t i n g  some i n t e l -  
l igence  opera t ions  going t o  check it o u t ?  

A. No, s i r .  Thev j u s t  didn '  t g e t  involved i n  t h a t  
a rea .  About t h e  only informat ion  t h a t  came o u t  of t h e r e  was 
from defec to r s  o r  something of  t h a t  n a t u r e .  They j u s t  wouldn't  
go i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  They had almost a l i n e  ac ross  t h a t  a r e a  
t h e r e  and they wouldn ' t  c ross  it. 

W e l l ,  a f t e r  t h i s ,  d i d  you t a l k  t o  PHO? 

A. y e s ,  s i r .  

Q. And what d i d  he t e l l  you again? 

A. The t h i n g  t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  my mind, sir ,  is t h a t  he  
a t t r i b u t e d  it t o  VC propaganda. He d i d n ' t  show me the docu-
ments t o  my memory o r  l e t t e r s  o r  any+&ing l i k e  t h a t .  I asked 
him about it; it was r i g h t  a f t e r  our  meeting, morning b r i e f i n g ,  
and he  s a i d ,  "VC propaganda." I do know t h a t  Major PHO was 
k ind  of  a shy person and he was very r e l u c t a n t  t o  d i s c u s s  any 
information t h a t  was adverse about an American u n i t  o r  an 
American, wi th  an American. He j u s t  d idn '  t l i k e  t o  t a l k  about it. 

Q. He was r e l u c t a n t  t o  p u t  adverse c r i t i c i s m  t h e n  i n t o  
American channels? 

A. Yes, s i r ,  c r i t i c i z i n g  an American o r  an American 
u n i t .  I don' t remember him e v e r  saying  anything adverse about 
e i t h e r  an American o r  an American u n i t .  I ' m  s u r e  he was on 
many, many opera t ions  w i t h  them, t h e  Marines, t h e  Army, bo th ,  
and c i v i l i a n s .  He j u s t  d i d n ' t  say anything t h a t  was derogatovy 
about  Americans. 

9. W e  know t h a t  Major PHO had t h i s .  p.aper. We know what 
Major PHO had recommended t o  Colonel TOAN and t o  t h e  ch ie f  of 
s t a f f ,  t h e  name I b e l i e v e  i s  Colonel DONG? 
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q- Did he i n d i c a t e  t o  you t h a t  he  was recommending 
t o  t h e  ch ie f  of s t a f f  and t o  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  t h a t  they 
have t h e  province c h i e f  i n v e s t i g a t e  i t ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  he d i d  o r  no t .  

Q =  Same t h i n g  about having t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  look i n t o  i t ?  

A. I don 't r e c a l l .  I know Major PHO was a r a t h e r  thorough 
person. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q You l i v e d  and worked with him s o  much, Major EARLE, 
j u s t  th ink ing  back, and I know i t ' s  very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  you t o  
t r y  t o  go back now almost 2 y e a r s ,  b u t  when you t a l k e d  t o  him, 
d i d  he seem unhappy about anything? Was t h e r e  anything about 
h i s  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  s t r u c k  you p a r t i c u l a r l y  about t h i s ?  

A.  No, sir. I n  f a c t ,  I can p r a c t i c a l l y  s e e  him saying 
"VC propaganda," when 1 approached h i n  oc the s u b j e c t .  

8.  I t h i n k  you s a i d  be fo re  something. l i k e ,  "VC propa-
ganda, maybe a r t i l l e r y . "  

A. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he s a i d  a r t i l l e r y .  I th ink  he j u s t  
szid, "VC prcpaqa~dz ,"qenerall.7.1 In fzct, I cen alxost s e e  h i s  
f ace  when he s a i d  t h a t .  

Q. I have h e r e  Exh ib i t  M - 3 6 .  Here is t h e  Vietnamese 
ve r s ion ,  j u s t  t h i s  one page on top .  You n o t i c e  t h a t  i n  h i s  
l e t t e r  h e r e ,  it is somewhat cont rary  t o  t h e  impression t h a t  he 
might have given you. H e  makes two d i s t i n c t  i s s u e s  i n  h i s  
memorandum t o  Colonel TOAN. He p o i n t s  ou t  f i r s t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  a propaganda l e a f l e t ,  a copy of  which he a t t a c h e s ,  t h a t  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  approximately 500 people were s h o t  and k i l l e d .  
H e  goes on t o  say ,  however, t h a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  confirms 
what he had heard  concerning Son My v i l l a g e ,  t h a t  400 people were 
k i l l e d  i n  Tu Cung and 90 people i n  Co Luy. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q n  Now can you poss ib ly  r e c a l l  t h a t  he w a s  d i scuss ing  
two s e p a r a t e  th ings  and r e l a t i n g  them t o g e t h e r ?  
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Q Did you r e c a l l .  him coming t o  the  headquar ters  any
time around t h i s  time per iod?  

A. He was t h e r e  f r equen t ly ,  sir. I would say t h a t  he 
was probably t h e r e  during t h i s  time per iod ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  remember. 
He was t h e r e  f r equen t ly  o r  General TOAN--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  When you say f r e q u e n t l y ,  what 
do you mean by t h a t ?  

A. I w ~ u l dsay t h a t  they had a meeting a t  l e a s t  twice 
a month. It was very f r equen t .  Other times more f requent  than  
a r o u t i n e  meeting. He passed by t h e r e ,  you know, maybe going 
from the  11 th  Brigade o r  back, and he Id s t o p  i n  maybe j u s t  f o r  
a few minutes,  They might meet down i n  the  s e c t o r  o r  Colonel 
TOAN would go up t o  t h e  America1 Divis ion.  

Q. Were you ever  p r ivy  t o  any of those  d i scuss ions  along 
about t h i s  per iqd? 

A.  NQ, sir ,  1 remember being i n  t h e  presence of 
Colonel TOAN and General KOSTER on, I'd say,  t w o  occasions a t  
the  most. 

0. Going back t o  Major PHO again,  d i d  he ever  t e l l  t h a t ,  
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f o r  example, dur ing  one of  General KOSTER* t r i p s  t h e r e  t h a t  
h e  had taken i n t o  Colonel TOAN a copy of "he d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  
l e t t e r ?  

A. NO? s i r r  he d i d n ' t .  I d o n ' t  remembey him e v e r  
mentioning i t  again o t h e r  than  t h e  t ime I d i scussed  i t  wi th  him. 

Q Who normally s a t  i n  w i t &  them on meetings such as  t h a t ?  

A. It  was usual ly  t h e  advisory team ch ie f  and Colonel 
TOAN and General KOSTER. 

Q *  J u s t  about t h r e e  people? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did TOAN sometimes have h i s  ch ie f  of s t a f f  t h e r e ?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  s i r .  I never  d id  s e e  t h e m .  I 
never was p r e s e n t .  I dontt even t h i n k  t h e  a i d e  was the re ;  
i n  fact, I know h~ wasz't ~ s u a l l yt h e r e .  H a  usua l ly  wai ted o u t s i d e ;  

Q. We understand t h a t  sometime along about t h i s  time 
pe r iod  i n  A p r i l ,  t h e r e  was q u i t e  a b i t  of d i scuss ion  qoing on 
between t h e  U.S. and t h e  ARVN as f a r  a s  opening roads t o  Thien 
Phuoc and Tra Bong. Do you r e c a l l  any of  those?  What can you 
C-,,,,1 1 ..- *cut t h c s e  q e r z t i c n s  L l 2 t  v e r e  plznned fnr the open-
i n g  of t h e s e  roads and t o  open up t h e  count rys ide  adjacent  t o  
t h e  roads? I th ink  t h a t  road opening i s  maybe a poor term--

A. . ( In te rpos ing)  I understand what you mean, sir.  I 
know they wanted t o  open t h e  one i n t o  Thien Phuoc. 

Q- W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  one be most i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  
You'd been i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  o t h e r  one,  t o o ,  i n  t h e  2d ARVN 
Divis ion.  

A - Both a reas  were i n  2d ARVN Divis ion .  

Q - ARVN headquar ters  would have been i n t e r e s t e d  only 
i n  t h e  Thien Phuoc; t h e  o t h e r  road was up i n  Quang Tinh, wasn ' t  
it, o r  Quang Ngai? 

A. L e t ' s  see .  Thien Phuoc was i n  Quang Tinh Province.  T r a  
Bong was i n  Quang Nqai Province.  
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Q I t h i n k  y o u ' r e  r i g h t .  Can you t e l l  u s  about t h e  
t i m e  t h a t  these  opera t ions  were planned? 

A. Well, s i r ,  I know t h e r e  was some planning going 
on f o r  those--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  There was some d i scuss ion  about the 
u t i l i z a t i o n  of  some of t h e  ARVN f o r c e s ?  

A - Yes, sir. 

Q You must have had q u i t e  a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  do i n  
developing any i n t e l l i g e n c e  connected w i t h  such opera t ions .  

A .  Well, s ir ,  I know General KOSTER and t h e  Quang 
Tinh Province adv i so r  were anxious t o  g e t  t h e  road open t o  
Thien Phuoc. They i n  t u r n  wanted the  2d ARVN Divis ion t o  h e l p  
provide t roops  f o r  t h i s  opera t ion .  I b e l i e v e  they d i d  i n i t i a l l y  
b u t  the  were taken  away because of  enemy p lans  t o  a t t a c k  Tam 
Ky and a l s o  o t h e r  a r e a s  t h e r e  i n  the  2d ARVN Divis ion a r e a .  
They f e l t  t h a t  more important  than he lp ing  keep t h e  road open. 

Q Can you remember about when t h e  planning took 
p lace?  This would have probably been your f i r s t  r e a l  b i t  of 
work w i t h  Colonel HUTTER. 

A.  Yes, sir, i t  was. About the  time Colonel HUTTER 
came i n  t h e r e ,  sho r t l y  a f t e r  he a r r i v e d ,  Colonel BOLTE I 
b e l i e v e  was t h e  Quang Tinh s e c t o r  advisor .  And I t h i n k  he and 
Colonel HUTTER d iscussed  this o p e r a t i o n  a few t lmes.  

Q. ' D o  you remember General KOSTER coming down t~ ' 

d i scuss  t h a t  ope ra t ion  with Colonel TOAN? 

A. No, sir. 1 d o n ' t  remember him coming down s p e c i f i c a l l y  
f o r  t h a t ,  t o  discuss chat opera t ion ,  

Q. Well, n o t  t h e  conduct of  the  opera t ion ,  b u t  t o  g e t  
some ARVN t roops  and s o  f o r t h  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  it. 

A .  It was discussed. I remember hea r ing  the  m a t t e r  
dicussed.  Whether it was d iscussed  by t h e  province ch ie f  and 

I 
Colonel TOAN o r  by General KOSTER and Colonel TOAN. 1 j u s t  
remember t h e  t h i n g  be ing  discussed.  I am more i n c l i n e d  t o  be l i eve  
it was d iscussed  by t h e  province ch ie f  and Colonel TOAN a t  a briefing1 

-? 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Q - What was t h e  r e a l  importance of  opening t h e  road 
i n  t h e  a r e a  between T r a  Bong and Highway 1 and Thien Phuoc 
and Highway l? 

A, W e l l ,  s i r ,  j u s t  t o  g a i n  government c c n t r o l  of 
those a reas  and g ive  t h e  people access  t o  qovernment con-
t r o l l e d  a r e a s ,  t o  t r y  t o  p r o t e c t  -em, g i v e  access  t o  market 
and t h i n g s  of t h a t  n a t u r e *  9 

(2- W e  understand t h a t  t h i s  d i d  come about  t o  a 
g r e a t  e x t e n t .  

A. Y e s  , sir.  

Q- A l o t  of t h e s e  people d i d  e v e n t u a l l y ,  not  neces-
s a r i l y  move i n  along Highway 1, b u t  had access  and by t h i s  
means, came more o r  less under government c o n t r o l .  

A.  Y e s ,  they a l s o  wanted t o  t a k e  s u p p l i e s  i n  t o  them, 
I be l i eve .  That was t h e  purpose o f  t h e  opera t ion .  

' Q. Were t h e r e  C I D G  camps a t  both  a r e a s ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- So t h a t  b a s i c a l l y  was j u s t  about  the c l o s e s t  formof q-o-fei-iinenk eerLkL-al pi-stect-jon iiit h a t  ~iidof 
t h e  l i n e  had. 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  i t  w a s .  In  f a c t ,  I would cons ider  it more 
under Vie t  Cong c o n t r o l  than  anything e l s e ,  because they had a 
tough f i g h t  f o r  s u r v i v a l  o u t  t h e r e .  

Q I ' m  t h ink ing  t h a t  t h e r e  was some i n c i d e n t  t h a t  might 
have happened that might r e l a t e  t h i s  planning down t o  a l i t t l e  
b i t  c l o s e r  t i m e .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ?  

Q.  As f a r  a s  t h e  opera t ion  i t s e l f  was concerned, you d i d  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you had t o  p u l l  them back out  f o r  t h e  defense o f  
Tam Ky and t h e  c o a s t a l  a rea .  Does t h a t  h e l p  you a t  a l l  t o  b r i n g  
back t o  mind? 

A. A s  t o  t h e  t ime? 
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Q. Yes. 

A.  The time of t h e  road opening opera t ion?  

Q .  Yes. 

A.  I would say it was probably around t h e  l a s t  p a r t  
o f  A p r i l  o r  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of May. 

a - Tha t ' s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i t s e l f ?  

A. Well, t h e  planning and t h e  opera t ion  had a l l  taken 
p l a c e  r a t h e r  r a p i d l y .  They d i d n ' t  p l a n  any long range p lan .  
They j u s t  had th ings  and they happened h a s t i l y .  

Q But t h e  planning was done a s  you r e c a l l .  A t  l e a s t  
from what you s t a t e d  p rev ious ly ,  it was done during t h e  e a r l y  
p a r t  of Colonel HUTTER' s being t h e r e .  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir .  Early p a r t  of  t h i s  t o u r .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  providing any i n t e l l i g e n c e  o r  
t a l k i n g  t h i s  over  w i t h  Major PHO o r  anybody e l s e ?  

A - Well, we exchanged informat ion  w i t h  each o t h e r  
and a l s o  t h e  America1 Divis ion a s  t o  t h e  enemy u n i t s  i n  the 
a r e a  and what opera t ions  it woul2 t ake  t o  con ta in  t h e s e  
forces or n e u t r a i i z e  them. 

Q A s  I r e c a l l ,  t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few enemy base 
a r e a s  l o c a t e d  n o t  t o o  f a r  d i s t a n t  from each o f  t h e s e  a reas?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  Enemy u n i t  and base a r e a s  a l l  through ' 

t h z t  a r e a ,  

Q. Well on a d i f f e r e n t  s u b j e c t ,  Major EARLE. A s  I 
r e c a l l ,  and I'm n o t  s u r e  e x a c t l y  what t h e  t ime per iod  was, 
a t h r e a t  had developed a g a i n s t  Quang Ngai C i t y ,  n o t  dur ing  
T e t ,  subsequent t o  Tet ,  They were th inking  Quang Ngai was 
going t o  be h i t  by two o r  t h r e e  regiments and a l s o  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  they would probably be h i t  by rocke t s .  Do you r e c a l l  
t h a t ?  I remember r ead ing  it i n  a MACV i n t e l l i g e n c e  summary 
when I was i n  I1 Corps. 
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A. We had a l o t  of r e p o r t s  concerning t h a t  p a r t i -  
c u l a r  opera t ion  a f t e r  T e t .  Y e s ,  s ir .  I remember r ece iv ing  
r e p o r t s  of t h a t  na ture .  

Q .  Two a reas  I remember were Danang and t h e  o t h e r  
Quang Ngai c i t y .  I r e ~ o a t e d l yheard  Danang, b u t  I was i n t e r -
e s t e d  i n  Quang Ngai C i ty  because even though i t  wasnl t under 
my o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l ,  I had a b r igade  around this area--the 
314 Divis ion ,  i f  you r e c a l l .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  Well, we rece ived  those  r e p o r t s  f r equen t ly  
and l a t e r  it d i d  happen. They h i t  p r e t t y  hard  i n  t h a t  a r e a  
with rocke t s  and ground a t t a c k s .  

8 - T h a t ' s  Quang Nqai City? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q - Which d i r e c t i o n  d i d  i t  develop from? 

A. It came from t h e  w e s t ,  t h e  mountianous a r e a  over 
towar6 Tra Boilg. Tzs Bong was also  h i t  m a r g ,  rmny times. 

' Q - What was t h i s ,  from elements of t h e  3d NVA 
Div i s ion ,  poss ib ly  t h e  2d? 

A. Both of them, I b e l i e v e ,  sir. And a l s o  l o c a l  
TT" 1 --^-

V L  ~ ~ - e l u r ; r i t S .  

Q - I wish you 'd  t h i n k  over  again  whi le  y o u ' r e  h e r e  
with u s ,  Major EARLE, about  anything t h a t  may have t r a n s p i r e d  
i n  your d i scuss ion  w i t h  Colonel GUINN.  

A: Yes, sir .  

Q- Is t h e r e  anything t h a t  you might add about your 
d i s c u s s i o n  wi th  Major PHO and p o s s i b l y  about any meetings which 
may have taken p lace  between General KOSTER and Colonel TOAN a t  
headquar ters  2d ARVN Divis ion? 

A. Yes, sir. S i r ,  I ' v e  searched my memory from stem 
t o  s t e r n  and every a c t i o n  I d i d  during t h a t  p e r i o d  of time 
s i n c e  our  l a s t  meeting h e r e  and t r i e d  t o  come up wi th  a d d i t i o n a l  
f a c t u a l  i n £  o m a t  ion.  I i u s t  can1 t r e c a l l  d e f i n i t e l y  anything 
else t h a t  even poss ib ly  took p l a c e  t h e r e .  
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Q. Well, before  w e  r e c e s s ,  Major EARLE, I would simply 
l i k e  t o  r ecau t ion  you t h a t  you have been d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  d i scuss  
your testimony, 

A. Yes, 

Q- . I  d o n ' t  need t o  cau t ion  you any f u r t h e r ?  

A. No, sir ,  you d o n ' t  have t o .  

10: The hear ing  will r ecess  a t  t h i s  time. 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1513 hours ,  26  February 1970.) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: GLAFF, William 0. LTC 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 6 March 1 9 7 0  

PLACE O F  TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: G 5  Advisor t o  t h e  
2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o n ,  Quang ~ g a i ,  Vietnam. 

1. KNOWLEDGE OF TASK FORCE BARKER. 

L ieutenant  Colonel GLAFF knew about t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of 
Task Force Barker,  b u t  he only worked with t h e  America1 
G5, Lieutenzct  Co lone l  A>?ISTI;Ln^>lSRL (pg. 5 )  , Ee knev none 
of t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ' s  s t a f f  (pg. 5 ) .  Although t h e  ~ m e r i c a l  
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  b r i e f e d  t h e  2d ARVN advisors  d a i l y ,  t h e  
wi tness  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  1 6  March 1968 My Lai opera t ion  
(pg. 6 ) .  GLAFF knew no one i n  t h e  command o r  s t a f f  of t h e  
11th  Brigade (pg. 1 6 ) .  

2 .  KNOWLEDGE O F  REPORTS AND INQUIRIES. 

GLAFF w a s  vaguely f a m i l i a r  with a r e p o r t  from t h e  Son 
Tinh ~ i s t r i c tch ie f  t o  t h e  Quang Ngai Province ch ie f  
a l l e g i n g  t h a t  U.S. f o r c e s  had k i l l e d  many c i v i l i a n s  i n  Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t  (pgs. 7 ,  8 ) .  H i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  was n o t  from 
reading  VC propaganda a l l e g i n g  a massacre (pgs. 9 ,  1 0 ) .  is 
coun te rpa r t ,  t h e  2d ARVN G5, Major K H I E U ,  d i d  n o t  mention 
t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  t o  him a s  GLAFF r e c a l l e d  (pg. 11). H e  d i d  
.not  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  were considered a s  only 
VC propaganda (pg. 11). GLAFF had no knowledge of an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  16 March opera t ion  by t h e  ARVN, GVN, 
or  U.S. a u t h o r i t i e s  (pg. 1 7 ) .  I f  Lieutenant  Colonel G U I N N  
had knowledge of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s ,  GLAFF assumed it must have 
come t o  him through Vietnamese channels (pg. 1 8 ) .  G U I N N  
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never mentioned any th ing  about  a r e p o r t  from a census  
g r i evance  team (pg. 18). 
3 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  have a c l o s e  working 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Major HANCOCK, t h e  2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o n  
G3 a d v i s o r  (pg.  13) . 

b. K H I E U  wore two h a t s .  He was deputy c h i e f  o f  
s t a f f  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s  and l o g i s t i c s  and a l s o  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  
wa r fa re  (pgs .  1 2 ,  1 3 ) . K H I E U  was t h e  b e s t  t a c t i c a l  ARVN 
o f f i c e r  i n  the Quang Ngai c i t y  a r e a  (pg. 1 4 ) .  

c. The w i t n e s s  was n o t  p r i v y  t o  t h e  meet ings  of  Major 
General  KOSTER and Colonel  TOAN (pg. 1 5 ) .  

d .  The w i t n e s s  had d i s c u s s e d  t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  
w i t h  Colonel  PERRY and Capta in  MCGRATH s i n c e  t h e  s t o r y  
broke i n  t h e  news media (pg.  2 1 ) .  
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E X H I B I T S  

E X H I B I T  e 

NUMJ3ER D E S C R I P T I O N  NOTES 
-r PAGES 


Memo fo r  TOAN f r o m  2 d  W i t  had never s een  

M-36 ARVN G 2 ,  1 2  A p r  6 8  - or  heard about i t .  9 - 1 2  


A t r u e  copy of W i t  had never s een  
R- 1 HENDERSON'S 2 4  A p r  6 8 - t h e  e x h i b i t  o r  t h e  8 

- R e p o r t  a t t a c h e m e n t s: 

-

-

-

-

i 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0905 hours ,  6 March 1970.) 

I0 : The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : T h e  fol lowing persons are p resen t :  LTG PEERSi MI? 
MACCRATE, COL ARMSTRONG, and MAJ LYIJN . 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  i s  Lieutenant  Colonel William 
Q. GLAFF. 

(LTC GLAFF was c a l l e d  a s  a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows :) 

Colonel GLAFF, f o r  t h e  r ecord ,  w i l l  you p lease  s ta te  
your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number, o rgan iza t ion ,  
and s t a t i o n ?  

A .  Lieutenant  Colonel William Ot to  GLAFF, I 

c u r r e n t  s t a t i o n  i s  Hurlburg F i e l d ,  Auxi l ia ry  F i e l d  9 ,  Egl in 
Air Force Base, F lo r ida .  

RCDR: Thank you. 

I0 : Colonel GLAFF, have you had an oppor-
t u n i t y  t o  r e a d  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  (Exhibit M-57j? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  I have. 

Q Do you understand them o r  have any ques t ions  con-
cern ing  them? 

A. No, sir. I have no ques t ions ,  sir.  

Q - On my l e f t  i s  M r .  MACCRATE. M r .  MACCRATE is  a 
c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has volunteered  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  Sec-
r e t a r y  RESOR t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  He a l s o  
provides l e g a l  counsel t o  me and o t h e r  members of t h e  in-
v e s t i g a t i o n  team. On my r i g h t  is  Colonel ARMSTRONG, an 
Army co lone l  who has been des ignated  by t h e  Of f i ce  of t h e  
Chief of S t a f f  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y .  E i t h e r  of these  
gentlemen as  w e l l  a s  myself may address  ques t ions  t o  you 
t h i s  morning. We have o t h e r  groups who have been t ak ing  
comparable testimony from o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  

We a r e  i n  t h e  process  a t  t h e  moment of prepar ing  
a r e p o r t  and weighing t h e  evidence t o  aetermine the f indings  
and recommendations. I might say f o r  your b e n e f i t  t h a t  w e  
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have been i n  t h i s  inqu i ry  now f o r  approximately 3 months. 
We have t a l k e d  t o  about 400 people,  includinq a l a r g e  number 
of people from t h e  advisory o f f i c e s ,  t h e  advisory elements 
a t  province,  both t h e  c i v i l i a n  members and t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  
l ikewise  a t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  and a l s o  the  advisory group 
with the  11th  Brigade and t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  and the  
Vietnamese. W e  do have a good i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  
and a l s o  we have c o l l e c t e d  a l a r g e  amount of documentary 
evidence. 

For t h e  r ecord ,  Colonel GLAFF, would you i n d i c a t e  
what your duty assignment was i n  March of 1 9 6  8? How long 
you had been i n  t h a t  assignment? Any changes of assiynment 
you may have had? And when you terminated such assignment? 

A. During t h i s  pe r iod  i n  1968, I was t h e  G 5  adv i so r  
t o  the  2d ARVN Divis ion ,  which was headquartered t h e r e  i n  
Quang Ngai. I a r r i v e d  i n  country on 10 J u l y  1967, and I 
had t h e  p o s i t i o n  a s  G 5  advisor .  Also, p e r i o d i c a l l y  I would 
a l s o  se rve  as  t h e  RF/PF advisor  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  deputy chief  
of s t a f f  f o r  RF and PI?, That was my assignment a t  t h a t  t ime, 
s ir .  

Q- How long d i d  you remain i n  t h a t  capac i ty?  

Q You were t h e r e  j u s t  about a ,  f u l l  y e a r ,  then ,  i n  
t h a t  same p o s i t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  a i r . ,  

Q So you should have a good i n s i g h t  as  f a r  as  t h e  
funct ioning  of t h e  team i s  concerned and t h e  funct ioning  of 
t h e  d i v i s i o n  and i t s  r e l a t i o n  wi th  t h e  U.S. elements and s o  

. on? 

Q. Now, wi th  r e s p e c t  t o ,  and I ' m  t a l k i n g  only about 
t h e  March and Apr i l  time pe r iod ,  with r e s p e c t  t o  t h a t  p a r t -
i c u l a r  pe r iod ,  what dAd your d u t i e s  e n t a i l ?  
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A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  qo back. Right dur ing  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
pe r iod ,  be ing  immediately a f t e r  t h e  Te t  Offensive,  t h e  ARVN 
and RE' and PF loca ted  r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  Quang Ngai a r e a  were 
working q u i t e  ex tens ive ly  i n  t r y i n g  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  
i n  c leaning  up some of t h e  a reas  immediately ad jacen t  t o  t h e  
c i t a d e l  t h e r e  i n  Quang Ngai. I t  had been des t royed by gren-
ades,  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  mortars ,  h e l i c o p t e r  qunships,  and one 
t h i n g  and another .  I was working a t  t h a t  time p r imar i ly  with 
my coun te rpa r t ,  Major K H I E U .  We were qoing around t o  t h e  
hamlets r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  immediate a r e a  o f  t h e  c i t a d e l .  He 
was more o r  l e s s  superv i s ing  t h e  cleanup and one t h i n g  and 
another ,  t r y i n g  t o  h e l p  t h e  c i v i l i a n  personnel  p r imar i ly  t o  
g e t  t h e i r  houses,  the  a r e a  cleaned up, s o  they  could s t a r t  
r ebu i ld ing .  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  would have been r i g h t  dur ing  
t h i s  per iod.  I n  f a c t ,  we have had one of t h e  teams from 
Saigon, one of  t h e  m i l i t a r y  photo teams come up t h e r e ,  and I 
b e l i e v e  i t  was r i g h t  dur ing  t h i s  very time frame we a r e  
speaking of  he re .  They were t ak ing  p i c ~ u r e sof what was 
going on i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h a t  t ime. T h a t ' s  p r e t t y  much what 
w e  were doing a t  t h a t  t ime. 

Q About t h i s  t ime you had a change i n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  
n o t  you, b u t  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion.  Up t o  about ,  l e t ' s  say ,  
K a ~ c i ~or  t h i s  per iod ,  t he  2d ZiEV1Q i3ivision had been p r e t t y  
w e l l  c o n t r o l l i n g  a l l  of  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  provinces l o c a t e d  
wi th in  t h e  TAOR of t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  b u t  t h e  provinces were now no 
longer  under t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander b u t  r epor ted  d i r e c t l y  t o  
t h e  corps commander. This caused a l i t t l e  change and it took 
some time. There was q u i t e  a t r a n s i t i o n  pe r iod  i n  t h e r e  be fo re  
it became e f f e c t i v e .  So I can s e e  how t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  you a r e  
t a l k i n g  about w a s  going on i n  Quang Ngai C i ty  under t h e  G5, 
i n s t e a d  of  under Colonel K H I E N ,  t h e  province c h i e f .  

A.  Well, even though t h i s  i s  what t h e  s t a t e d  o b j e c t i v e  
w a s ,  t h e  two province c h i e f s  s t i l l  worked p r e t t y  much under 
Colonel TOAN. I d o n ' t  know i f  he  was genera l  a t  t h a t  time 
o r  i f  he was promoted a l i t t l e  l a t e r  on. He s t i l l  had a 
p r e t t y  heavy hand as  f a r  a s  t h i s  i s  concerned, because he 
w a s  r e spons ib le  f o r  t h e  two provinces,  Quang Tinh and Quang 
Ngai . 
Q. Did Major K H I E U  have any r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  psych-
o l o g ic a l  ope ra t ions?  
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A. Yes, s ir .  The PSYOP a c t u a l l y  f e l l  under Major IMIEU, 
b u t  during t h e  Tet  Offensive t h e  one l i e u t e n a n t  whom he had 
t h a t  was t r a i n e d  i n  PSYOP, Lieutenant  TRUY, was k i l l e d  i n  this 
area .  He had a young a s p i r a n t  t h e r e  who was l a t e r  proizoted t o  
second l i e u t e n a n t .  He t r i e d  t o  f i l l  i n ,  b u t  he j u s t  d i d n ' t  
have t h e  t r a i n i n g  and knowledge. I t r i e d  t o  h e l p  t h e  young 
man as  much as I could,  b u t  it wound up more l i k e  I would have 
t o  do t h e  job. H e  j u s t  had no knowledge on it whatsoever,  and 
my knowledge was r e l a t i v e l y  l i m i t e d .  

Q - Now, t h i s  i s  coming c l e a r  down i n  t o  t h e  month of 
~ p r i land--

A. ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, s i r .  This person,  I c a n ' t  re-
c a l l  h i s  name, now, began t o  f i l l  i n  f o r  TRUY a f t e r  TRUY 
was k i l l e d  t h e r e  i n  t h e  Tet  Offensive. We d i a n ' t  know what 
had happened t o  TRUY f o r  a month af te rwards .  H e  had gone up 
t h e r e  on l eave ,  and t h a t  was a l l .  Then t h i s  young person 
t r i e d  t o  f i l l  i n ,  b u t  had n e i t h e r  t h e  t r a i n i n g  nor t h e  know-
ledge t o  adequately handle t h e  job. 

Q I n  your capac i ty  a s  t h e  G5 a d v i s o r ,  d i d  you work 
c lose ly  with t h e  G2 and t h e  G3? I ' m  t a l k i n g  about the  
advisors  and t h e i r  coun te rpa r t s .  

A. NO really, s i r .  7: d i d  w i t h  t h e  s d v i s ~ r s ;b l ~ tas 
f a r  as working, a c t u a l l y  working w i t h  t he  G2 and the  G3, 
n o t  r e a l l y  t h a t  much. I knew them, and when I was t h e  OC 
duty o f f i c e r  o r  something of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  and something of  
e i t h e r  o p e r a t i o n a l  o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  value came up and t h e  
ARVN G2 ox G3 came i n ,  I would work with them. Then, of 
course,  I knew them quite w e l l - The GZ was there-- the same 
G2 f o r  t h e  ARVN d i v i s i o n  was there--I  b e l i e v e  during t h e  
e n t i r e  per iod  I was t h e r e  and t h e  G3 was rep laced ,  3 o r  4 
months a f t e r  I was t h e r e .  The G3 t h a t  was i n  a t  t h a t  pa r t -
i c u l a r  time had probably been t h e r e  2 o r  3 months. I t  was 
t h e  same G3 f o r  t h e  balance of t h e  t ime, s o  I knew t h e  man 
w e l l .  

Q W e l l ,  what was your r e l a t i o n  wi th  Task Force Barker? 

A. I had r e a l l y  nothing t o  do wi th  them a t  a l l ,  s ir .  
The ~ r n e r i c a lhad t h e i r  own AO, and any dea l ings  I would have 
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with America1 from t h e  PSYOP o r  from t h e  p a c i f i c a t i o n  stand-
p o i n t  was p r e t t y  w e l l  done through Colonel ANISYRANSKI who 
was the G 5  f o r  t h e  America1 Divis ion,  and then  a couple of 
h i s  a s s i s t a n t s  whose names I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any longer .  

.li 
Q- Do you remember Major HOLTOM, PSYOP o f f i c e r ?  

A. No, s i r .  I d o n ' t .  I d e a l t  wi th  t h e s e  people p r i -
mari ly  by te lephone.  Colonel ANISTRANSKI and some of these  
o t h e r s  I may have met up a t  Danang when they  had a meeting 
up +there o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  n o t  enough t o  say I 
r e a l l y  knew t h e  gentlemen. 

Q. You were aware of t h e  ex i s t ence  of Task Force Barker? 

A. Oh ,  y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Did you know Colorlel BWMER, f i in~se i f?  

A. I had seen  him, s i r ,  and t h a t  was a l l .  

Q a  How about h i s  execut ive  o f f i c e r  o r  h i s  S3, Major 
CALHOUN, o r  h i s  S2, Captain KOTOUC? 

A. .No, sir .  I remember t h e  i n c i d e n t  when t h e  a i r c r a f t  
went down o u t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  Batangan Peninsula  a rea .  A s  f a r  
as knowing t h e s e  people pe r sona l ly ,  no, sir. 

Q- Did you ever  v i s i t  LZ Dot t ie?  

A. No, sir. 

Q Looking a t  t h i s  blowup we have back h e r e ,  Colonel 
GLAFF, you w i l l  n o t i c e  Quang Ngai C i ty  i s  j u s t  ac ross  t h e  
Song Tra Khuc i n  t h e  southwest corner  of t h e  map. The a r e a  
we a r e  focusing on he re  i s  Son My Vi l l age ,  t h e  eastern-most 
v i l l a g e  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  General ly ,  t h e  a r e a  shown i n  
red, a c t u a l l y  t h a t  i s n ' t  t h e  o u t l i n e ,  t h a t  happens t o  be t h e  
A0 e x t e n t i o n  of  Task Force Barker, which they had obtained 
from t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion and from province,  extending down 
f r o m  t h e  Batangan o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  c a l l e d  Muscatine. 
Were you aware of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they conducted a couple of 
opera t ions  i n  t h e r e  dur ing  t h e  month of February 1968, one 
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on t h e  1 4 t h  and ano the r  on t h e  23rd? I r e c o g n i z e  I ' m  t a k i n g  
you back a l o n g  way now. T h a t ' s  over  2 y e a r s  ago. 

Q W e l l ,  s i r ,  I d o n ' t  mean t o  throw a l o t  of e x t r a  
garbage i n  h e r e ,  b u t  w e  had d a i l y  b r i e f i n g s  a t  t h e  team head-
q u a r t e r s  f o r  t h e  a d v i s o r s .  P a r t  o f  t h e  b r i e f i n g  was conducted 
by a l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  w e  had from t h e  America1 Div i s ion .  When-
e v e r  t h e r e  was an o p e r a t i o n  of  any magnitude whatsoever ,  t h e  
l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  from t h e  Americal D iv i s ion  would be  b r i e f i n g  
on it. So anytime any th ing  of  any s i g n i f i c a n c e  occu r red  a t  
a l l ,  w e  always h e a r d  about  it. Some o f  them w e r e  r e a l l y  ve ry  
minor t h i n g s ,  j u s t  about  any th ing  they  d i d ,  w e  were k e p t  ap-
p r i s e d .  

Q W e l l ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  w e  a r e  f o c u s i n g  on h e r e  is an 
o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  took  p l a c e  i n  the Son My a r e a  on 16 
March, about  t h e  middle  o f  March. This  was t h e  most success -
f u l  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade had conducted s i n c e  they  
had been i n  coun t ry ,  a t  least  r e p o r t e d  t o  have been t h e  most 
s u c c e s s f u l .  The r e s u l t s  w e r e  128 on t h e  f i r s t  day,  128 VC 
KIA, 2 U.S. K I A ,  11 U.S. WIA and 3 weapons cap tu red .  Do 
those  f i g u r e s  mean any th ing  t o  you? 

A. N O ,  sir, They d o n ' t ,  

A .  S i r ,  e v e r  s i n c e  t h i s  t h i n g  came t o  l i g h t ,  I ' v e  
r e a l l y  s c r a t c h e d  my head t o  t r y  t o  r e c a l l  any th ing  w i t h  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h i s  t ime frame, and I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember. 
A s  I s a i d ,  t h e  America1 b r i e f e d  every  day,  and t o  t r y  t o  
select any me c - p ~ c ; ~ j - c--- s-,orckizn, L j u s t  can't p ick  it c u t ,  

Q e  W e l l ,  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  h e r e ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it i s  so 
c l o s e  t o  you,  about  6 t o  9 k i l o m e t e r s ,  and w i t h  t h e  p r e s s u r e  
t h e  48th Local  Force B a t t a l i o n ,  g e n e r a l l y  from t h i s  a r e a  and 
t h e  Batangan, had been p u t t i n g  on Quang Ngai, it would appear  
t o  m e  th is  would be  q u i t e  good news, t o  have 128 fewer of 
them. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I t  would have been.  I j u s t  d o n ' t  recal l  
t h i s  s p e c i f i c  one. W e  had ARVN o p e r a t i o n s  o u t  i n  t h e r e  t h a t  
I would be  more f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h a n  t h e  Arnerical, t h a t  were a 
l i t t l e  b i t  c l o s e r  t o  home. 
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Q- A m a t t e r  of  f a c t ,  t h e  ARW were w i t h  t h e  11th  Brig-
ade on t h e  opera t ion  o 3 h e  23rd. Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  one? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  d a t e s  on t h i s  a t  a l l ,  b u t  I 
recaEl  s e v e r a l  ope ra t ions  t h a t  were run ou t  i n  t h i s  pa r t -
i c u l a r  a rea .  You know, they may have been p r i o r  t o  t h i s ,  
i n  which ARVN went o u t  t h e r e .  From what I remember, it 
wasn ' t  t o o  much i n  conjunct ion with t h e  U . S  . fo rces .  They 
had a couple of r e a l  f i n e  days. They went o u t  one day, and 
they had somewhere i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 70 odd VC. They had 
zero  of t h e i r  own c a s u a l t i e s .  Then i n  another  c a s e ,  one 
s i m i l a r  t o  it, I t h i n k  they l o s t  j u s t  one o r  two WIA. But 
t h e  time frame, s i r ,  I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  say d e f i n i t e l y .  

Q Well, you a t tended t h e s e  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s  of t h e  
advisory element a t  t h e  MACV compound? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  I t  w a s  r i g h t  there i n  t h e  headquarters .  

' Q* I take  it t h a t  a l ' l  of t h e  key adv i so r  personnel  
w e r e  t h e r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n  t h e  A p r i l  time frame i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
Colonel HUTTER? 

Q. Colonel CROMWELE, Major HANCOCK, Major EARLE, your-
s e l f ,  and t h e  o t h e r  key advisors .  Do you r e c a l l  a t  one time, 
along about t h e  middle of A p r i l ,  Colonel G U I N N  i n d i c a t i n g  t o  
t h e  group t h a t  he had rece ived  o r  had a copy of a r e p o r t  from 
t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  ch ief  t o  t h e  Quang Ngai Province chief  
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  Americans had k i l l e d  a l a r g e  number of 
c i v i l i a n s  up i n  e a s t e r n  Son Tinh ~ i s t r i c t ?  

A. S i r ,  what you mentioned sounds f a m i l i a r ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  
know i f  he mentioned t h i s  a t  a b r i e f i n g  i n  t h e  morning o r  
w h a t .  But t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  it does have a f a m i l i a r  r i n g  t o  it, 
b u t  I ' m  no t  p o s i t i v e ,  although something l i k e  t h a t  should 
s t a n d  out .  

Q. Yes. I wish you would th ink  r e a l  ha rd  on t h i s  one, 
because we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  f i l l  o u t  some of t h e  d e t a i l s .  W e  
know q u i t e  a l i t t l e  b i t  about it. We understand t h a t  t h i s  
was brought up i n  t h i s  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g ,  and t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  
s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  a t  l e a s t  Major EARLE and Colonel G U I N N  t a l k e d  
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about  it. There  w e r e  o t h e r  people  p r e s e n t  w i t h  you. W e  
h a v e n ' t  been a b l e  t o  g e t  t h e  e n t i r e  audience .  They j u s t  
s t o o d  around and t a l k e d  r a t h e r  i n fo rma l ly  about  it, dis-
cuss ing  t h i s  l e t t e r  from L ieu tenan t  TAN t o  Colonel  KHIEN.  
Then they  would t a l k  about  Son My V i l l a g e ,  and a l s o  t h e r e  
is  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a l e t t e r  from t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  of  Son My. 

A.  S i r ,  what you s a i d  t h e r e  had a f a m i l i a r  r i n g  t o  it. 
I w a s  ex t remely  good f r i e n d s  w i t h  Major EARLE and a l l ,  b u t ,  
s i r ,  I could  n o t  d e f i n i t e l y  s a y  I was involved  i n -t h e  d i s -
cuss ion .  What you say  sounds f a m i l i a r ,  and t h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q W e l l ,  d i d  you e v e r  s e e  any V i e t  Cong propaganda,
which a l l u d e d  t o  such an e v e n t ,  e i t h e r  a l e a f l e t  o r  p o s s i b l y  
a t r a n s c r i p t  of  a VC b r o a d c a s t ?  

A. S i r ,  t h e  on ly  l e a f l e t s  I r e c a l l  s e e i n g  were more o f  
a  g e n e r a l  n a t u r e  l i k e  a VC "Chieu Hoil' l e a f l e t ,  t h a t  w e  r e f e r  
t o  a s  "Chieu Koi", i n  r e v e r s e ,  type  l e a f l e t .  I d o n ' t  recal l  
s e e i n g  any th ing  t h a t  t h e y  had p u t  o u t  on any th ing  s p e c i f i c .  

Q I have h e r e  an i n c l o s u r e  t o  E x h i b i t  R-1,  which i s  
a t r a n s c r i p t  of  a VC b r o a d c a s t  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  Engl i sh .  
There a r e  two pages of i t ,  and I would ask you t o  look a t  
t h i s  t o  s e e  i f  t h i s  e v e r  came t o  your  a t t e n t i o n ,  j u s t  t h o s e  
t ~ opagss. 

(The w i t n e s s  d id  as i n s t r u c t e d . )  

A .  No, s i r .  

2- :ge l l ,  j ~ 2 tre22 on f u s t  2 l i t t l e  b i t ,  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q T h a t ' s  a l l ,  

A. No, s i r .  I have never  s een  t h i s ,  because t h e r e  is  
s t u f f  i n  here I'm sure I would have remembered if I had seen  
it b e f o r e ,  r i g h t  t h e r e  on t h e  f i r s t  page. 

Q Doesn ' t  it s e e m  somewhat unusual  t o  you? Here you 
are t h e  G5, amongst o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t h e  c i v i l  a£f a i r s  and PSYOP 
o f f i c e r ,  s o  t o  speak.  We know t h i s  i s  i n  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  w e  
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know o t h e r  Americans have seen it. He a l s o  know a copy of 
this went t o  t h e  Americal Divis ion.  Doesn't  it seem s t r a n g e  
t h a t  you wouldn ' t  s e e  t h i s ?  

A. I know I d i d n ' t  see it, A s  I s a i d ,  t h e r e  a r e  para-
graphs on there, c e r t a i n  wording, I ' m  s u r e  i f  I had read it 
I would have very d e f i n i t e l y  remembered it. Things of t h i s  
n a t u r e  t h a t  came i n ,  I always read  completely. 

Q. A s  I would understand it ,  you i n  your advisory team 
had a system t h e r e  where you had a reading  f i l e ,  which you 
c i r c u l a t e d ,  i n  which some of t h e  more important  documents of 
t h e  Vietnamese, l e t ' s  say from a G3 s e c t i o n ,  would be t o g e t h e r  
and would be c i r c u l a t e d  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e  G2, G3, and G 5  
and t h e  execu t ive  o f f i c e r  i n  t h a t  manner and s o  f o r t h ,  i s  t h a t  
c o r r e c t ?  

A. S i r ,  my o f f i c e  w a s  about 3 b locks  from where t h e  
headquar ters  was. Now, they may nave had a reading  f i l e  which 
c i r c u l a t e d  i n  t h e  headquar ters  i t s e l f ,  b u t  my o f f i c e  was wi th  
t h e  Vietnamese. I f  t h e r e  was anything c l a s s i f i e d  o r  anything 
of t h a t  n a t u r e ,  it would never have come down i n t o  t h e  a r e a  
where I was. Now, t h e r e  could have been a reading  f i l e  i n  t h e  
headquar te r s ,  and t h e r e  were boxes t h a t  w e r e  pu t  i n  over i n  
Lhe TGC, and t h i n g s  wouid be c i r c u i a i e d  through t h e s e  boxes 
p e r i o d i c a l l y .  We would pick them up and read  them, t h e  o t h e r  
advisory s t a f f  o f f i c e r ,  whoever had an i n i t i a l  on t h e  p a r t i -
c u l a r  document. A s  f a r  a s  a reading  f i l e  survey,  I d i d n ' t  
g e t  one down a t  t h e  G 5  o f f i c e .  

Q - I have h e r e  another  document, which i s  Exh ib i t  M-36, 
da ted  1 2  A p r i l ,  and t h i s  i s  an i n t e r  o f f i c e  memorandum from 
Major PHO. 

A.  Who, s i r ?  

Q Major PHO, t h e  G 2 .  

A.  O h ,  yes ,  s i r ,  t o  Colonel TOAN. 

Q- Subjec t :  "The America1 Unit  Operating i n  East  Son 
Tinh on 1 6  March 1968, Shot and K i l l e d  More Than 400 C i v i l i a n s . "  
Here i s  t h e  Vietnamese ve r s ion  and English t r a n s l a t i o n  on top .  
You might look a t  t h a t  very c a r e f u l l y .  I t  would be the f i r s t  
two pages. 
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(The w i t n e s s  reviewed E x h i b i t  M-36. ) 

A. No, s i r .  I have n o t  s een  it. 

Q You w i l l  n o t i c e  on t h a t ,  t h e  handwr i t i ng  of  Generzl  
TOAN wi th  h i s  mark a t  t h e  bottom t h e r e  on it. You w i l l  n o t i c e  
by your  i ndex  f i n g e r  on your  l e f t  hand i n  t h e  Eng l i sh  t r a n s l a -
t i o n  what General  TOAN had 20 say .  W e  unders tand  t h a t  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  paper  was c i r c u l a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  adv i so ry  s t a f f .  

A.  S i r ,  i f  it was c i r c u l a t e d ,  e i t h e r  I d i d n ' t  see it 
o r  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  having r e a d  it. But once a g a i n ,  i t ' s  some-
t h i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  enough, I would remember it. Anytime, t h e r e  
was some s o r t  of a problem t h a t  t h e  U.S. t r o o p s  were do ing  i n  
t h e  a r e a ,  Major K H I E U  would come t o  me and sometimes they  
w e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  t h i n g s ,  e n g i n e e r s  working on a 
road  down sou th  of Quang Ngai, k i d s  going t o  s choo l  and they  
were w h i s t l i n g  a t  g i r l s ,  s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any-
t h i n g  of any s e r i o u s  n a t u r e  a t  a l l  r i g h t  o f fhand .  I would 
of cou r se  go t o  Colone l  CROMWELL, who w a s  my immediate s u p e r i o r ,  
deputy a d v i s o r  o r  would g e t  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  u n i t  commander 
and a p p r i s e  him of t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese would 
l i k e  him t o  knock t h e  t h i n g  o f f .  Of course  it i s  poor r e l a t i o n s  
and s o  f o r t h .  But any th ing  of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  I have never  been 
i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  America1 o r  anyone else on. This  cou ld  
have been handled ,  s a y ,  p r i m a r i l y  through s e c t o r ,  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
t h e  Americal D iv i s ion  r a t h e r  t han  w i t h  t h e  team d e a l i n g  w i t h  
t h e  Americal s i n c e  t h e  complaint  comes th rough ,  a c t u a l l y ,  more 
of  t h e  c i v i l i a n  channe ls  t h e n  i t  d i d  through m i l i t a r y  channe ls .  
The two a r e  completei;7 s e p a r a t e .  Quang Ngai Province  had t h e i r  
own PSYOP program r i g h t  s t r a i g h t  down t h e  l i n e .  Of course  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  had it f o r  some p e r i o d  of  t i m e ,  had t h e  PSYOP 
program and Cap ta in  SPELTZ was t h e r e  most of  t h e  t i m e .  C a r l  
SPELTZ coord ina t ed  some s f  it w i t h  him, b u t  what he wanted t o  
do and what t hey  d i d  w a s  r e a l l y  complete ly  s e p a r a t e .  I had 
no c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  f r o n  t h i s  s t a n d p o i n t .  

Q- W e l l ,  you i n d i c a t e d  b e f o r e ,  when I mentioned t h i s  
t o  you, you hea rd  it some p l a c e .  Now w i t h  t h e s e  papers  n o t  
be ing  r e f e r r e d  t o  you,  where d i d  you h e a r  a l l  t h i s  t h a t  some 
Americans had k i l l e d  some Vietnamese? Where d i d  you h e a r  t h i s ?  

A. Slr, ~t must nave Deen as 1 s a i d  b e f o r e ,  whac you 
had s t a t e d  as f a r  as Colonel  GUINN coming making t h i s  s tate-
ment. The on ly  p l a c e  it could  have been would have been a t  
t h e  d a i l y  b r i e f i n g .  I d i d n ' t  have t h a t  much t o  do w i t h  Colonel  
G U I N N  p e r s o n a l l y .  I was a major a t  t h e  t i m e  and he had h i s  
own shop and h i s  own people .  I d i d n ' t  work t o o  much w i t h  t h e  
s e c t o r  pe r sonne l ,  
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Q Well, you ' r e  working w i t h  Major KHIEU and t h i s  
s o r t  of h a l f  way between t h e  m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l  s i d e  and 
and t h e  RF/PF and recons t ruc t ion  and t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g  
and you ' r e  hea r ing  th ings .  Anything about t h e  Fmericans? 
D i d  Major K H I E U  eve r  mention anything t o  you about any-
t h i n g  of t h i s  na tu re?  

\ 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  Major KHIEU and I 
g o t  a long q u i t e  w e l l  t o g e t h e r .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  any 
time t h a t  he would come t o  me personal ly  and say anything 
t h a t  would be derogatory about U.S. f o r c e s  o r  anythlng 
concerning t h e  U.S. No, o t h e r  than  when t h e r e  was a c t u a l l y  
a complaint t h a t  came i n  from some of t h e  v i l l a g e r s  such 
as  I mentioned e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  had g o t t e n  t o  him. I had 
contac ted  America1 on t h a t .  

Q W a s  t h e r e  any cons ide ra t ion  a t  t h e  t i m e  you heard 
about the Americans, perhaps o r  t h e  r e p o r t  of the Americans 
having k i l l e d  some Vietnamese? Was t h e r e  any c o r r e l a t i o n  of 
t h i s  w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it may have bzen propaganda, no t  t h e  
r e p o r t  b u t  VC propaganda o r  something t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ?  

A. I could have seen  it, sir.  I t  may have been s l u f f e d  
o f f  a s  propaganda. I don' t know. However, i f  it got  i n t o  
Colonel G U I N N ,  then it would have been d e a l t  wi th  p r imar i ly  
L &.-A,.-,eLW,,,, Calcnel  GET????2 ~ 2C s l c r . c l  HUTTER. A~nr i zc ident  of t h i s  
n a t u r e  is  f a r  above what they  ever  would involve  me pe r sona l ly  
i n .  That would have been handled i n  t h e i r  command channels.  
I d o n ' t  t h ink  anything of t h i s  n a t u r e  would have gone down t o  
a s t a f f  o f f i c e r  l e v e l .  I th ink  t h i s  would have been more a 
commander t o  commander opera t ion  t o  t r y  t o  s t r a i g h t e n  o u t  
r a t h e r  than  one s t a f f  o f f i c e r  t o  another .  

Q- I f  you look back i n  t h a t  document you have, you 
w i l l  s e e  t h e  l e t t e r  which was t h e  very l a s t  of two i n c l o s u r e s .  
Now t h i s  i s  a Vietnamese ve r s ion  under those  two pages. You 
w i l l  n o t i c e  it i s  s igned by Lieutenant  TAN, t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  
You might read  t h i s  one very quickly .  You w i l l  n o t i c e  on t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  document which you j u s t  read ,  which i s  da ted  11 A p r i l ,  
a t  t h e  bottom of  it you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  Although 
it was addressed province c h i e f ,  Colonel K H I E N  and Colonel TOAN 
a l s o  rece ived  a copy of it and a l s o  i t ' s  addressed t o  MACV, Quang 
Ngai Sec to r ,  b a s i c a l l y ,  Colonel G U I N N  and a c i v i l i a n  s u p e r i o r  
M r .  MAY. Also t h e r e  was a copy as w e l l  provided t o  t h e  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  which would have been Major GAVIN,  you probably r e c a l l .  
Had you by chance seen t h i s  document o r  heard  anything about i t ?  
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A. No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q. With Major KHIEU having t h e  f i e l d  t roops  i n  Quang 
Ngai C i ty  and s o  f o r t h  t h a t  he must have had, d i d  you have 
any i n d i c a t i o n  of an upsurge of t h e  number of people t h a t  
were going t o  t h e  Quang Ngai Ci ty  h o s p i t a l  and the  m i l i t a r y  
h o s p i t a l ?  

A. No, s ir .  Once again t h a t  was MILPHAP, t h a t  a c t u a l l y  
handled t h e  h o s p i t a l  s i d e  of it. I was t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  t h e  
b e s t  of my knowledge. I had never  been i n  t h e  province h o s p i t a l  
down t h e r e .  There was a road t h e r e  i n  t h e  c i t y .  I had passed 
it b u t  never been on it. We wouldn ' t  have had anything of t h i s  
na tu re  t o  come i n  even through Major K H I E U ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  of my 
knowledge, from t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  he was i n .  

Q. I t ' s  n o t  q u i t e  c l e a r  i n  my mind e x a c t l y  what Major 
K H I E U  d id .  You i n d i c a t e d  he was c l e a r i n g  up. But above and 
beyond t h a t ,  I ' m  no t  s u r e  what he d id .  

A. S i r ,  he had two jobs a c t u a l l y .  He was t h e  deputy 
ch ie f  of s t a f f  f o r  opera t ions  and he a l s o  was deputy ch ie f  
of s t a f f  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  warfare .  So a f t e r  maybe a  month o r  
2 months ,he wound up ass ign ing  Major K H I E U  both jobs.  
He was concerned about t h e  opera t ions  s i n c e  he was deputy 
ch ie f  of s t a f f  on opera t ions  and a l s o  deputy ch ie f  of s t a f f  
on p o l i t i c a l  warfare .  The man r e a l l y  had two jobs. Natura l ly  
he w a s  more o r i e n t e d  towards t h e  opera t ions  s i d e .  This was 
my opin ion ,  and t h i s  is  what he  probably was t r a i n e d  f o r  and 
was more i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  He s p e n t  t h e  bulk of h i s  t ime on 
t h i s  and t h e  ca r ry  over  and t h e  o t h e r  p a r t  of t h i s  job. These 
p laces  were 2 t o  3 blocks a p a r t .  

Q. Did he work over i n  t h e  3 shop o r  work over  i n  
t h i s  shop 2 o r  3  blocks from t h e r e ?  

A. Both, sir .  He would spend sometime i n  both of t h e  
o f f  i c e s .  

Q. He must have had q u i t e  a c lose  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  
Major HANCOCK, 

A.  Major KHIEU3 
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Q- . . I f  Major KHXEU was a l s o  working i n  o p e r a t i o n s ,  
which i s  t h e  3 bus iness ,  you i n  your re1ationshf.p must 
have worked very c l o s e l y  wi th  Major HANCOCK then? 

A. No, s i r ,  no t  duty wise.  .. I d i d  no t .  They had a 
G 3  and a l s o  they  had Major KHIEU t h e r e  who is deputy chief  
of s t a f f  f o r  opera t ions  a s  I s a i d .  Actual ly  what Major 
K H I E U ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was t o  t h e  G3, j u s t  how much he con-
t r o l l e d  them, o r  any of t h e  r e s t  of it, I d o n ' t  know. Most 
of Major BANCOCK'S dea l ings  were d i r e c t l y  wi th  t h e  ARVN G3. 
How much he a c t u a l l y  became involved wi th  Major K H I E U ,  I 
d o n ' t  know. Everyone t h e r e  knew Major K H I E U  a s  a very l i k -
a b l e  i n d i v i d u a l  on down t h e  l i n e .  But as f a r  a s  Major HANCOCK's 
working r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  him, I d o n ' t  t h ink  J i m  had t o o  much 
t o  do wi th  him a t  a l l .  

Q. Well, what I ' m  g e t t i n g  a t ,  maybe I j u s t  d o n ' t  q u i t e  
s e e  t h i s ,  b u t  h e r e  you have t h e  G 3  who's t h e  opera t ion  o f S i c e r ,  
r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q- Then you have Major KHIEU which i s  t h e  deputy c h i e f  
of staff  for  eperatioi~s. 

A. I t h i n k  it i s  opera t ion  and l o g i s t i c s ,  s i r .  I ' m  
not  s u r e .  He may have had t h e  supervisory  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  t h e  G 3  and t h e  G 4  both .  There were two names on t h e  
th ings .  It was opera t ions  and I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  and l o g i s t i c s .  I ' m  j u s t  n o t  t h a t  s u r e  of it. 

Q- I n  t h a t  capac i ty ,  who d i d  he check i n  wi th ,  with 
t h e  c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  Colonel DONG? 

A. He d e a l t  p r e t t y  much with t h e  c h i e f  of  s t a f f  o r  wi th  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander h imsel f .  Now when t h e r e  was something 
r e a l l y  h o t  t h a t  came up and they  had t o  have somebody t a k e  c a r e  
of an opera t ion  and run t h i n g s ,  r i g h t  away Major K H I E U  was t h e  
one t h a t  went. Like r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  morning a f t e r  Te t ,  when 
Colonel TOAN took on o f f  wi th  the APC company, t h e  o f f i c e r  he 
took wi th  him was Major KHIEU. From what I understand from 
some of t h e  adv i so r s  t h e r e ,  Major K H I E U ,  from t h e  ground s tand-  
p o i n t ,  was immediately under Colonel TOAN f o r  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  
operaton.  
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They had a couple of b a t t a l i o n s  of ARVN and a couple 
of U.S. b a t t a l i o n s .  Concurrent w i t h  t h a t  was another  opera t ion  
going on due w e s t  of Quang Ngai, an opera t ion  c a l l e d  Norfolk 
Victory.  The f i r s t  onc was c a l l e d  Norfolk Victory I. Both 
of t h e s e  were s t a r t e d  on t h e  same day. Bur l ington  T r a i l  was 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  on t h e  U . S .  s i d e  by t h e  198th Brigade and the  
opera t ion  south ,  i n  t h e  a rea  of Norfolk Vic tory ,  had one ba t -
t a l i o n ,  t h e  1/20 on t h e  U.S. s i d e  and a l s o  one company C/4/3. 
Both of t h e s e  opera t ions  kicked o f f  on 8 Apr i l .  Do you r e c a l l  
t h e s e  opera t ions?  

A. I d e f i n i t e l y  r e c a l l  Bur l ington  T r a i l ,  s i r ,  because 
it w a s  q u i t e  a t h i n g  t o  open t h a t  road up. We g o t  q u i t e  a 
b i t  of p u b l i c i t y .  They took convoys back i n  t h e r e ,  one t h i n g  
and another .  Norfolk Victory,  t h e  name I r e c a l l .  A s  f a r  as  
t h e  outcome of t h e  opera t ion  I d o n ' t  know unless  t h i s  is  the  
one where ARVN f o r c e s  were i n  back along , the  r i d g e  l i n e  t h e r e  
where they found a tremendous ammo dump. Now I d o n ' t  know 
i f  it w a s  dur ing  t h i s  Norfolk Victory o r  no t .  

Q This  f i r s t  Victory went on from t h e  8 th  t o  t h e  19 th  
when it was te rminated .  I t  began again on 1 June,  i f  I ' m  no t  
mistaken and continued s p o r a d i c a l l y  on a f t e r  t h a t .  Going 
back t o  Burl ington T r a i l ,  t h e  opera t ion  kicked o f f  on t h e  13 th .  
The U.S. u n i t s ,  i n  t h e  upper p a r t  base a r e a  117, which was 
fcst  sonth of t h e  higkday, rsesi-;ed q-cite a h ~ a ' v y:ortar a t t a c k  
i n  which they  had 2 1  of t h e i r  s o l d i e r s  wounded. Actual ly  t h e  
fo rces  i n  Burl ington T r a i l  were g e t t i n g  under p r e t t y  heavy 
pressure .  Now we understand t h e r e  was some meetings t h a t  took 
p lace  a t  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion headquar ters  i n  which General 
KOSTER came down and confer red  wi th  Colonel TOAN. Do you re-
c a l l  t h i s ?  

A.  No, sir.  General KOSTER was i n  and o u t  of Quang Ngai 
q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y ,  you might say.  T o  have him come down w i t h  
r e fe rence  t o  an opera t ion ,  t h i s  would be w i t h i n  t h e  t ime,  would 
be common knowledge t h a t  General KOSTER w a s  down. I t ' s  noth ing  
of  any g r e a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h a t  you would ca tch  t o  it, because 
t o  me it seemed r a t h e r  f r equen t ly .  

Q , 
Did you a t t e n d  any of t h e s e  meetings? 

A.  No, sir. This i s  one of my b i g  complaints.  They ran  
a l l  t h e s e  opera t ions  i n  t h e r e  b u t  they never  r e a l l y  t r i e d  t o  
g e t  t h e  PSYOP play  i n  it t h a t  they  could have. They kep t  
t h e i r  ope ra t ions  as  one t h i n g ,  and t h e i r  PSYOP w a s  something 
e l s e .  To me it was one of the breakdowns of t h e  program over  
t h e r e .  They never r e a l l y  g o t  t h e  two t o g e t h e r  t o  t r y  t o  make 
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anything of it. A s  a r e s u l t ,  they would have an o p e r a t i o n a l  
meeting i n  r e fe rence  t o  Burl ington T r a i l  f o r  example, a 
chance t o  poss ib ly  make something out  of it and never d i d .  
To me  it w a s  a breakdown i n  t h e  system and t h a t ' s  a l l  t h e r e  
was t o  it, 

Q - What w a s  your r e l a t i o n s h i p  with t h e  11th  Brigade? 

A. About zero, s i r ,  I knew Colonel WARE. 

Q H e  had t h e  3d Brigade of  t h e  4th-,-

A. ( In te rpos ing)  I d o n ' t  even recall  who t h e  commander 
w a s  of t h e  11th  Brigade. 

Q They f i r s t  c a m e  i n  w i t h  General LIPSCOMB. On 15 
March, it w a s  Colonel HENDERSON. 

A.  N o ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  even know him. 

Q How about h i s  G2, Lieutenant  Colonel BLACKLEDGE? 

A. N o ,  s i r ,  

Q Major MCKNIGHT? 

Q D o  you know Captain KESHEL, t h e  S5? 

A .  N o ,  sir.  

Q ??e Zizczesc? b e f ~ r c ,your r e l a t i o n s  wi th  the America1 
Divis ion.  You i n d i c a t e d  one i n d i v i d u a l  you d i d  d e a l  with w a s  
Colonel ANISTRANSKT. 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q Did you ever  s i t  down and t a l k  t o  ANISTRANSKI about  
any of these activi-Lies? 

A. N o ,  s i r .  One t i m e  Colonel ANISTRANSKI was t h e r e  i n  
our compound t h a t  I recal l .  H e  came i n  t h e r e  and s tayed over 
n igh t  one t i m e .  W e  w e r e  d i scuss ing  some of t h e  opera t ions  t h a t  
had gone on, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r e fe rence  t o  Binh Son. I b e l i e v e  
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it was Binh Son D i s t r i c t  headquar ters  t h a t  was overrun and he 
had been i n  t h e r e  the n i g h t  be fo re .  We s a t  t h e r e  and w e  t a l k e d  
about t h i s  q u i t e  a  b i t .  W e  d e a l t  mostly wi th  t h e  people up 
there i n  T Corps G5.  We used t o  do a l o t  of our  complaining 
t o  t h e  people up t h e r e  a t  I Corps headquar ters .  

Q Who was t h e  G5 Advisor a t  I Corps? 

A. S i r ,  t h e  a c t u a l  G5 was a l i e u t e n a n t  co lonel .  I 
th ink  I only met him one time. He s p e n t  most of h i s  time i n  
h i s  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  compound and he had a  major and sometimes 
two majors a c t u a l l y  running t h e  o f f i c e  i n  t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  re-
member t h e i r  names. I know one of them was an armor o f f i c e r  
and h i s  predecessor  was a r t i l l e r y .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what t h e i r  
names were. 

Q *  D i d  you know t h a t  an i n ~ e s t i g a t i o n ~ w a s  being 
conducted by t h e  A R W ?  

A .  No, sir.  

Q- O r  t h e  GVN? 

Q- You were no t  aware of  i t ?  

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q- Were you aware t h a t  t h e r e  was an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be ing  
conducted on t h e  U.S. s i d e ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q - Did you ever  hea r  anything e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  in-
d i r e c t l y  o r ,  overhearing some comment o r  something t h a t  would 
cause you t o  suspec t  t h a t  something s e r i o u s  o r  most unusual took 
p lace  i n  Son My o r  My Lai ,  o r  Tu Cung o r  t h e  southern  end of 
Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  on o r  about t h e  middle of March? 

A. No, s ir ,  o t h e r  than  what you mentioned e a r l i e r  with 
Colonel G U I N N  and what I r e c a l l ,  what you say ,  might be men-
t ioned  i n  a d a i l y  b r i e f i n g .  

What d i d  Colonel G U I N N  say ,  do you remember? 
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A.  Sir, a G5 adv i so r  i s  a s  f a r  a s  I'm concerned next  
t o  nothing.  1 f e l t  l i k e  it was f o r  me, from the  experience 
I had i n  t h e  p a s t  i n  t h e  Army, it was probably +he l e a s t  lu-
c r a t i v e ,  t h e  lowest  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  I have h e l d  i n  t h e  Army i n  
yea r s .  

Q. But you were i n  t h e  compound i n  Quang Ngai; you were 
l i v i n g  t h e r e  wi th  these  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s .  You have ind ica ted  t o  
us t h a t  you were very c l o s e  f r i e n d s  wi th  Major EARLE. 

A. Good f r i e n d s  -
Q. You shared a l o t  wi th  him and it j u s t  seems very 
p e c u l i a r  t h a t  Major EARLE has s o  much b e t t e r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of th ings  than  you have. I s a i d  t o  Major EARLE a f t e r  he had 
descr ibed  t o  us a g r e a t  many t h i n g s  t h a t  were going on r i g h t  
around you, be ing  t a l k e d  about r i g h t  around you; 

"Q. Major EARLE, you have to16 us t h a t  you heard from 
Colonel G U I N N  about t h e  VC propaganda l e a f l e t s ,  t h a t  
you heard  from Colonel G U I N N  something about t h e  
d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  r e p o r t ,  t h a t  you heard from Colonel 
G U I N N ,  t h a t  t h e  province ch ie f  had someone looking 
it up through h i s  channels ,  and t h a t  you f i n a l l y  heard 
frcx C o l ~ n c lSCI???? *at hc ?;~eisseeking a d d i t i z n a l  i n -
formation about t h i s  mat ter .  You s a i d  a l l  t h e s e  th ings  
t o  us t h i s  a f te rnoon?  

"A. Y e s ,  s i r . "  

I j u s t  r ead  t h a t  t o  you as a summary of what Major EARLE 
r e c a l l e d  a t  t h e  time he came b e f o r e  us.  Now is i t  your 
testimony t h a t  you remember none of t h e s e  th ings  t h a t  Major 
EARLE t o l d  us about? 

A. S i r ,  I could say  yes  on some of these  bu t  I would 
probably have t o  l i e .  I ' m  t e l l i n g  you e x a c t l y  what I r e c a l l .  
To f a b r i c a t e  something from what I read  i n  t h e  newspaper l i k e  
t h a t ,  I'm n o t  doing this. As I s a i d  b e f o r e ,  Major EARLE, Major 
HANCOCK, t h e  deputy s e n i o r  adv i so r  was i n  one bu i ld ing ,  I was 
over  2 b locks  removed from t h i s  t h i n g .  They had conferences 
up t h e r e .  To t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge Colonel G U I N N  probably 
d i d n ' t  even know where it was. 

Q- But a f t e r  hours ,  where were you? 
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A. S i r ,  a f t e r  hours ,  one t h i n g  we t a l k e d  about when 
everybody ga the red  i n  my room was hunt ing  and f i s h i n g .  A s  f a r  
a s  a l o t  of t h e  rest of t h i s ,  i t  was r e a l  n i c e  t o  leave  it 
a f t e r  hours.  I f  T o m  EARLE t o l d  me something about t h i s ,  it 
may have been i n  a pass ing  conversa t ion  and I d i d n ' t  pay t h a t  
much a t t e n t i o n  to '  it. A s  f a r  a s  be ing  involved,  I have s t a t e d  
t h e  t r u t h  t o  t h e  best of my a b i l i t y .  

Q I t  i s n ' t  a ques t ion  of be ing  involved i n  it. You 
seem s o  i n t e n t  i n  d i s a s s o c i a t i n g  yourse l f  from having anything 
t o  do w i t h  this. It i s n ' t  a ques t ion  of be ing  involved i n  
t h i s .  It is  a q u e s t i o n  of having your e a r s  open and hea r ing  
what i s  going on around you. Others who were n o t  involved i n  
t a k i n g  any a c t i o n  and had no p a r t i c u l a r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  a c t ,  
had t h e i r  e a r s  open and they heard what was going on. This 
is  t h e  k ind  of informat ion  w e  a r e  seeking from you. 

A. I ' m  s o r r y ,  b u t  i f  it happened up t h e r e  i n  t h a t  head-
q u a r t e r s  I d i d n ' t  spend time up t h e r e .  For t h e  d a i l y  b r i e f i n g ,  
yes.  Then I l e f t  t h e r e .  What went on a f t e r  t h a t ,  which i s  
where 99 pe rcen t  of t h e  bus iness  of t h e  advisory group took 
p lace ,  y o u ' r e  j u s t  n o t  involved i n  it. You j u s t  d o n ' t  g e t  t h e  
conversat ion o r  m y  of t h e  r e s t  of it. 

10: That  w i l l  ho ld  water  up t o  a p o i n t ,  b u t  then  when 
you start t o  describe Ma-jnr KHIETJ s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  which 
was h a l f  i n  t h a t  b u i l d i n g  and h a l f  over  a t  t h e  o t h e r  compound, 
d i d n ' t  you have anything t o  do with t h e s e  o t h e r  d u t i e s  he had? 

A. A s  f a r  as t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  s i d e ,  no, s ir .  Now h i s  
o f f i c e  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s ,  w e l l ,  t h e  compound was i n  a U-shape 
and it w a s  across from our  headquar ters .  This I had f o r g o t t e n  
u n t i l  you mentioned it j u s t  now, a l s o  i n  a headquar ters  bui ld-
ing  he had another  desk i n  t h e r e .  What t h a t  was supposed t o  
be f o r  I d o n ' t  know. The man had t h r e e  desks t h a t  I know of 
and spen t  t h e  l e a s t  amount of t ime over  he re  a s  t h e  deputy 
chief  of s t a f f  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  warfare .  

MR MACCRATE: S ince  t h i s  ma t t e r  of t h e  Son My i n c i d e n t  came 
t o  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n ,  have you read  any conversa t ions  with 
members of  t h e  advisory team i n  Quang Ngai o r  Son Tinh, t h e  
2d ARVN Divis ion? 
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a 	 A. W e l l ,  t h e r e  i s  one member of t h e  team t h a t  is 
s t a t i o n e d  with me down t h e r e ,  Colonel PERRY. But he was 
loca ted  up a t  Tam Ky. He was t h e  deputy s e n i o r  province 
adv i so r  up t h e r e .  W e  d i scussed  t h i s  t h i n g  many times and 
t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  anything t h a t  was a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  it, which 
I don ' t .  Everybody l i k e s  t o  show how smart they a r e  and how 
much they know about something, f i r s t - h a n d  account,  and I 
guess I ' m  j u s t  a s  much l i k e  t h e  r e s t  of  them b u t  I remember 
t h i s  and s o  on and s o  f o r t h  on down t h e  l i n e .  I j u s t  d i d n ' t  
r e c a l l  it. I j u s t  d o n ' t  know about it. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Colonel PERRY, have you spoken t o  

anyone e l s e ?  


A. W e  had one c a p t a i n  t h a t  went through t h e  school  t h e r e  
on h i s  way back t o  Vietnam and I don' t know t h a t  we d iscussed  i t  
wi th  him. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  who e l s e  I have seen from t h e  
team. 

Q. Who was t h e  cap ta in?  

A. I t h i n k  MCGRATH w a s  h i s  name. I knew who Captain 
MCGRATH was over  t h e r e .  He was up out  west  of Tam Ky on H i l l  
198 when I m e t  t h e  man. I know when he came through and we 
t a l k e d  some about what w e  had done a s  f a r  a s  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  
i n c i d e n t s .  Whether they d iscussed  t h i s  w i t h  him, I d o n ' t  know. 
Very probably they  d i d  i f  it was i n  t h e  paper.  

Q =  Do you have any records  t h a t  you have brought 
back wi th  you from Vietnam r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  t ime you were t h e r e  
t h a t  would provide any schedule of  even t s ,  anyth ing  of t h a t  s o r t ?  

A. S i r ,  I kep t  nothing even remotely resembling a d i a r y .  
W e  weren ' t  supposed t o .  I d i d n ' t .  I never have, as long as  I 
have been i n  s e r v i c e .  

I 0: Before we r e c e s s  Colonel GLAFF, I g ive  you t h i s  op- 
p o r t u n i t y  t o  ask any ques t ions  you would l i k e  t o  ask and i f  
you would l i k e  t o  e n t e r  a s ta tement  i n t o  t h e  record?  

A. S i r ,  I have t o l d  you what l i t t l e  I knew. I responded 
t o  your ques t ions .  

10: Well, i f  a s  t ime goes on, now t h a t  you know t h e  cen-
t r a l  theme of our  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  h e r e ,  i f  t h i s  information t h a t  
you had rece ived  which you r e c a l l  f a i n t l y ,  i f  this comes t o  
mind, I ' d  very much apprec ia te  your g e t t i n g  i n  touch with us 
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s o  t h a t  you can g ive  us a l i t t l e  more information concerning 
t h i s .  I might say t h a t  with r e s p e c t  t o  another  i n d i v i d u a l  
who was i n  a comparable p o s i t i o n  t o  y o u r s e l f ,  having seen some 
of these  documents and having been given an oppor tuni ty  t o  
th ink  about it, came f o r t h  wi th  q u i t e  a d e t a i l e d  expose of 
what he knew, because he  knew t h e  problem, t h e  problem of 
t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  something t h a t  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  s t a n d  ou t  i n  
your mind b u t  which took p lace  about 2 yea r s  ago. To b r i n g  
f o r t h  a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  i s  sometimes d i f f i c u l t  s o  we ' re  n o t  ex-
pec t ing  any superhuman memory, anything of t h i s  n a t u r e .  But 
i f  t hese  th ings  do come f o r t h  we would l i k e  very much t o  know 
about it and Major LYNN w i l l  t e l l  you how t o  g e t  i n  touch wi th  
us s o  t h e r e  w i l l  be no problem. I would remind you be fo re  w e  
r ecess  t h a t  you have been d i r e c t e d  no t  t o  d i s c u s s  your t e s t i -  
mony wi th  o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  anybody who may appear  he re  a s  w i t -
ness  o r  who has  appeard he re  a s  wi tness ,  except  a s  you maybe 
requi red  t o  do s o  before  a competent a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  
o r  j u d i c i a l  body. With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  l a t t e r ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  bodies ,  
t h e r e  i s  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h e  one which would probably be t h e  most 
l i k e l y  would be t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  subcommittee of t h e  House Armed 
Service  Committee. If you were c a l l e d  t o  appear be fo re  t h a t  body 
o r  any o t h e r  comparable body, your appearance here  and your testi-
mony he re  would i n  no way prec lude  o r  prevent  you from t e s t i f y i n g  
be fo re  t h a t  body. 

(The  hezr ing recessed zt 1C18 hscrs, 6 Mzrch 1970 .) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: IIANCOCK, James H. MAJ 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 4 ,  5 March 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 1 6  MARCH 1968: G3 Advisor t o  t h e  2d ARVN 
D i ~ i s i o n ,  Quang Ngai, Republic of Vietnam. 

9. KNOWLEDGE OF THE 1 6  MARCH 1968 MY L A 1  OPERATION. 

Major HANCOCK had v i s i t e d  Task Force Barker headquarters  
s e v e r a l  times (pg. 3 )  . Although t h e  wi tness  was probably 
pe r sona l ly  involved with t h e  Americal ' s  r eques t  f o r  an A 0  
extsnsi~n,i t  F;as szzh cl r o x t i n z  mztter  t h a t  he d i d  n c t  
r e c a l l  t h e  s p e c i f i c  r eques t  (pg. 4 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  t h a t  an 
opera t ion  occurred i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Son My. However, he 
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c s  (pg. 4 ) ,  such a s  t h e  body 
count o r  t h e  weapons t o  bodies r a t i o  (pg. 5 )  . 
2 .  KNOWLEDGE OF INQUIRIES OR REPORTS CONCERNING THE 
OPERATION. 

Although t h e  wi tness  d i d  n o t  know of a r e p o r t  from a 
d i s t r i c t  ch ief  t o  K H I E N ,  t h e  province c h i e f ,  he d i d  r e c a l l  a 
r e p o r t  through advisory channels wherein t h e i r  Vietnamese 
coun te rpa r t s  advised them t h a t  t h e  VC had l e f t  l e a f l e t s  
advis ing  t h e  populace t h a t  U.S. f o r c e s  had en te red  a v i l l a g e  
and s h o t  s e v e r a l  hundred c i v i l i a n s  (pgs. 9 ,  4 2 )  . The wi tness  
rece ived  this r e p o r t  from Lieutenant  Colon1 G U I N N ,  t h e  
deputy province s e n i o r  advisor  (pg. 1 0 ) .  HANCOCK understood 
t h a t  one of G U I N N ' s  advisors  had learned  of t h i s  from h i s  
Vietnamese coun te rpa r t  and advised G U I N N  of it (pg. 1 0 ) .  
G U I N N  s a i d  t h a t  "they- were looking i n t o  i t "  (pgs.  1 0 ,  15,  16)  . 
I t  was during "off  duty hours" t h a t  G U I N N  d iscussed  t h i s  
with HANCOCK (pgs.  1 0 ,  15,  1 6 ) .  HANCOCK d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  ever  
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s e e i n g  one of  t h e  VC l e a f l e t s  which made t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s  
(pg. 11) G U I N N  never  mentioned r e c e i v i n g  any r e p o r t s  from 
t h e  Census Grievance Committee (pg.  11). The w i t n e s s  opined 
t h a t  if t h e  VC l e a f l e t s  which G U I N N  mentioned t o  him were 
d i scussed  it would have been between himself  and Major EARLE, 
t h e  2d ARVN G2 a d v i s o r  (pgs.  15,  1 6 ,  38) . HANCOCK i n i t i a l l y  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  i n  any d e t a i l  w i t h  
G U I N N  o r  EARLE. However, l a t e r  h e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  G U I N N  
r ece ived  h i s  i n fo rma t ion  from Major GAVIN t h e  d i s t r i c t  
adv i so r  t o  Son Tinh where t h e  murders a l l e g e d l y  occu r red  
(pgs.  35, 4 1 )  . H e  w a s  n o t  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  G U I N N  mentioned 

GAVIN (pg. 4 2 )  . The VC r e p o r t  was cons idered  propaganda 
(pgs .  16,  37) . G U I N N  d i d  n o t  mention what a c t i o n  he 

would t a k e  (pgs .  19 ,  37,  4 1 ) .  Colonel  CROMWELL, Colonel  
HUTTER, and p o s s i b l y  ~ i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  GLAFF, t h e  G5 
advisor  saw t h e  r ead ing  S i l e  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  VC a l l e g a t i o n s  
of a massacre of c i v i l i a n s  by U.S. f o r c e s  (pgs .  16 ,  17 ,  3 5 ) .  
The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he  and GLAFF e v e r  d i s c u s s e d  
t h e  s u b j e c t  (pg. 18)  . G U I N N  never  mentioned t h e  VC wearing 
armbands, making p o s t e r s ,  o r  c a l l i n g  f o r  revenge (pg. 20) . 
The wi tnes s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  G U I N N  eve r  r e f e r r i n g  t o  Capta in  

0 
.3 

RODRIGUEZ (pgs .  22, 23) . The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  be ing  3 
a t  t h e  meeting w i t h  Major General  KOSTER, TOAN, and HUTTER 
(pgs .  23, 2 4 ) .  H e  never  heard  of a meeting between KOSTER sr 

c! 
and TOAN o r  Genera l  YOUNG and TOAN (pg. 4 3 ) .  HANCOCK had 
no knowledge o f  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted by ARVN o r  U.S. 
a u t h o r i t i e s  r e g a r d i n g  something t h a t  may have t r a n s p i r e d  i n  
Son My V i l l a g e  (pg. 26) . He never suspec t ed  t h a t  something 
unusual  had a c t u a l l y  occur red  (pgs .  26, 27 ) .  HANCOCK'S 
Vietnamese c o u n t e r p a r t  never  i n t i m a t e d  t h a t  a massacre  had 
occur red  i n  Son My o r  t h a t  something had gone awry (pg.  2 7 ) .  
HANCOCK knew of no fol lowup on T O A N ' s  i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  
adv i se  m e  America1 i l l v i s i o n  (pg.  27). HANCOCK d i d  not 
r e c a l l  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t  w i t h  HUTTER (pg.  3 7 ) .  I t  
was h i s  impress ion  t h a t  GAVIN was f u l l y  aware of  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s *  
HANCOCK never  d i s c u s s e d  i t  wi th  G A V I N  (pg. 4 2 ) .  Except f o r  
t h e  meeting wi th  HENDERSON and M C K N I G H T ,  t h e  w i t n e s s  never  
d i s c u s s e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  w i t h  anyone e l s e  from t h e  America1 
~ i v i s i o n(pg, -43) 

3 .  HENDERSON-TOAN MEETING. 

HANCOCK i n i t i a l l y  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l ' t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade 
commander, Colonel  HENDERSON, o r  any of HENDERSON'S s t a f f  
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coming t o  h i s  o f f i c e  and d i scuss ing  an opera t ion  conducted 
i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  (pgs. 2 4 ,  25, 2 7 ) .  However, he l a t e r  
r e c a l l e d  t h a t  HENDERS3N accompanied by Major MCKNIGHT 
f lew t o  Quang Ngai i n  e a r l y  ~ p r i l  and met wi th  TOAN, 
HUTTER and t h e  wi tness .  HANCOCK a l s o  be l i eved  t h a t  EARLE, 
and Major PHO, t h e  2d ARVN G 2  were t h e r e  (pgs. 28, 35, 4 4 ) .  
HENDERSON t o l d  them t h a t  he had quest ioned t h e  s o l d i e r s  
of t h e  company involved about t h e i r  conduct. 
They purpor tedly  t o l d  HENDERSON t h a t  nothing had occurred 
and HENDERSON s a i d  t h a t  he was convinced nothing had 
occurred (pgs.  28, 36) . This  meeting occurred i n  e a r l y  
A p r i l  (pg. 2 9 ) .  He thought HENDERSON'S l e g  might have been 
i n  a c a s t  (pgs.  29, 4 0 ) .  HANCOCK d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  what would 
have prompted TOAN t o  mention t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s .  He d i d  n o t  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  a census gr ievance r e p o r t  was t h e  s u b j e c t  
ma t t e r  d iscussed  (pg. 32) .  The wi tness  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
hear ing  of c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  normal conversa t ion  
(pg. 33) .  With HENDERSON'S i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  nothing had 
occurred and t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had n o t  been k i l l e d , t h e  s u b j e c t  
became a c losed  i s s u e  (pg. 3 6 ) .  HENDERSON d i d  i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  he himself had i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  (pg. 37) .  
HANCOCK's impression was t h a t  nothing wrong had taken p lace  
(pg. 3 6 )  , and t h a t  TOAN accepted HENDERSON'S explanat ion  
(pg. 38) . HENDERSON never mentioned KOSTER (pg. 38) . The 
~ ; t i l e ~ ~  ~ i l e g a k i o i i s  ~rileof Lhe reasonsf e l t  that the were 
f o r  t h e  meeting between HENDERSON and TOAN (pg. 39) . He 
d id  n o t  g e t  any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  America1 ~ i v i s i o n  head-
q u a r t e r s  o r  s t a f f  had suggested t h e  meeting (pg. 39) .  
G U I N N  was n o t  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  meeting, nor  d i d  he r e c a l l  
d iscuss ing  t h e  s u b j e c t  subsequently w i t h  G U I N N  (pgs. 39, 4 0 ) .  
He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any documents being presented  a t  t h i s  
meeting (pg. 4 0 ) .  

4 .  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  HANCOCK had n o t  d iscussed  t h e  M y  Lai i n c i d e n t  with 
any of h i s  cohor ts  s i n c e  r e t u r n i n g  from Vietnam (pg .3) .  

b. The adv i so r s  t o  t h e  A R V N ' s  rece ived  two b r i e f i n g s  
every morning. There was an a d v i s o r ' s  b r i e f i n g ,  and t h e  
p r i n c i p l e  adv i so r s  a l s o  a t tended t h e  2d ARVN b r i e f i n g  ( p g i 6 ) .  
G U I N N  normally a t tended t h e  advisory b r i e f i n g  (pg. 7) . 
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EXHIBIT 

NUMBER 


M-30 


M-31 


M-32 

M-34 

, 

M-35 

R Z ~-

EXHIBITS 


-
DESCRIPTION 

Sta tement  by CPT 
#RODRIGUEZ, 1 4  Apr 68 

Census Grievance Repor t ,  
18 Mar 68 
TOAN'S  d i r e c t i v e -  t o  
i n v e s t i s a t e ,  1 4  Apr 6 8  
L t r ,  11 Apr 68,  from Son 
Tinh D i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t o  
Quanq Ngai Province  chief  

VC propaganda l e a f l e t ,  
2 8  Mar 68 
Memo from 2d ARVN Div G 2  
t.o COT, T O A N ,  1 2  Apr 6 8  

A t r u e  copy of 
HENDERSON ' s Report  of 
24  Rpr 63 

NOTES 
-.I PAGES 

W i t  had never  
s e e n .  

W i t  had never  s e e n  

W i t  had never  s een  

W i t  had never  s een  

Wit had never  seen 
W i t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
h~ h a d  seen th is 
i n  t h e  a d v i s o r ' s  
r ead lng  f l l e  
c i r c u l a t e d  by- 
Major EARLE . 
W i t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
h e  had seen  t h e  
a t tachment  of a 
ve b r o a d c a s t  which 
-c in a t rs-nslz ted-

form. W i t  had n o t  
s een  t h e  copy of 
R O D R I G U E Z '  s t m t .  
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(The hea r ing  was reconvened a t  1307 hours ,  4 March 
1970.) 

I0 : The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r ,  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons are p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, MR 
MACCRATE, MAJ ZYCHOWSKI, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  is Major James H .  HANCOCK. 

(MAJ HANCOCK w a s  c a l l e d  as a w i t n e s s ,  was sworn, 
and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows :) 

Major HANCOCK, f o r  the record ,  would you p lease  
s t a t e  your f u l l  name, grade ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  number, branch of 
s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A. James H.  HANCOCK Jr. Major, Armor, assigned t o  
Headquarters USAEUR, Off ice o f  t h e  DCSPER, Heidelberg,  Germany. 

RCDR: Your Soc ia l  Secur i ty  number, s i r ?  

I0 : Major HANCOCK, have you had an oppor tun i ty  t o  r ead  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  (Exhibi t  M-57) ? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I have. 

Q- D o  you understand- them o r  do you have any ques-
t i o n s  ? 

A. I understand them, sir. 

Q On my l e f t  i s  M r .  Robert MACCRATE, who i s  a ci-
v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y .  M r .  MACCRATE has  volunteered  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  
S e c r e t a r y  RESOR, t o  assist i n  t h e  conduct o f  t h i s  inqu i ry  and 
he  also provides l e g a l  counsel  t o  m e  and o t h e r  members of t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  team. On my rLght is  Major ZYCHOWSKI from t h e  
Of f i ce  of t h e  Provost  Marshal General .  H e  has  been assiqned 
t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  team a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i v e  a s s i s t a n t .  
E i t h e r  M r .  MACCRATE o r  Major ZYCHOWSKI may a l s o  address  ques-
t i o n s  t o  you t h i s  a f te rnoon.  Aside from t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  group 
we've had o t h e r  groups t h a t  have l ikewise  taken testimony from 
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o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  and I w i l l  have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  of course ,  
of p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  a r e p o r t ,  weighing t h e  evidence,  and sub-
m i t t i n g  t h e  f i n d i n g s  and t h e  recommendations. D o  you have any 
a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s  a t  t h i s  time? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Major M C O C K ,  would you i n d i c a t e  your duty as-
signment i n  South Vietnam, covering t h e  pe r iod  of March 1968, 
when you had t h e  assignment,  i f  t h e r e  were reassignments you 
may have had, and when you f i n a l l y  te rminated  your assignment 
i n  South Vietnam. 

A.  Yes, sir. I was t h e  d i v i s i o n  G 3  adv i so r  t o  t h e  2d 
ARVN Divis ion ,  which had i t s  headquar ters  i n  Quang Ngai City.  
I was i n  t h a t  assignment my e n t i r e  t o u r  which ran  from J u l y  
1967 through May of 1968. I was c u r t a i l e d  by 2 months, be-. 
cause of emergency leave .  

Q. So f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  purposes you had a complete 
t o u r  t h e r e  r i g h t  i n  Quang Ngai? 

A. Right  i n  Quang Ngai. 

Q - I might i n d i c a t e  t o  you be fo re  we g e t  s t a r t e d  t h a t  
we have a l r eady  gone i n t o  cons iderable  depth i n  t h i s  inqu i ry  
and t h a t  we have t a l k e d  t o ,  now going on t o  about 400 people,  
and we've been t o  South Vietnam, many p laces  i n  South Vietnam 
inc luding  t h e  headquar ters  of t h e  2 d  ARVN Divis ion  and Quang 
Ngai Province headquar te r s ,  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  headquar ters ,  
and My Lai ( 4 )  , among o t h e r  p laces .  And we have assembled 
q u i t e  a l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n  of documents r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  i n v e s t i -
ga t ion .  So w e ' r e  p r e t t y  w e l l  down t h e  road a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
time. Now t h i s  so -ca l l ed  My Lai  i n c i d e n t  became a ma t t e r  of 
pub l i c  knowledge about  4 o r  5 months ago, t h a t  i s  i n  t h e  la t te r  
p a r t  of September o r  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of October 1969. S ince  t h a t  
time have you had arry d i scuss ions  with anybody from your advf-
sory group, o r  from t h e  America1 Divis ion? 

A. I can r e c a l l  a personal  d i scuss ion  with only one 
member of t h e  advisory team, t h a t  w a s  a te lephone conversa t ion .  

2 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 

APP T-395 



FOR ~FFLCIALUSE OhLY 

A.  This w a s  a Major PETTERSON, I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  
f i r s t  name, sir, h e ' s  a quar termaster  o f f i c e r ,  a t  p r e s e n t  s t a -
t ioned  i n  Nurnberg, Germany. 

Q What w a s  h i s  assignment? 

A. He was the  detachment supply o f f i c e r  t h e r e  wi th  
our advisory team headquarters  i n  Quang Ngai. 

Q - And what was he c a l l i n g  you about? 

A. Some f r i e n d  of h i s  t h a t  was being ass igned t o  
USAEUR, he wanted t o  know where he was going, I ' m  i n  t h e  of -
f i c e r  assignment bus iness .  He c a l l e d  t o  ask a ques t ion  on t h a t  
and then  we j u s t  more o r  less passed t h e  t i m e  of  day. I d i d n ' t  
know he w a s  over t h e r e  u n t i l  he c a l l e d  and we j u s t ,  "How have 
you been?" and what we've been doing s i n c e  our  t o u r  i n  Vietnam, 
b u t  no re fe rence  t o  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  a t  a l l ,  s i r .  

Q - Well, a s  t h e  G 3  adv i so r  you were p r e t t y  w e l l  c u t  
i n  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  procedures and how t h i n g s  were arranged 
and sa on, How weJ-1  acquainted were y~!. w j t b .  T?sk Force 
Barker? 

A. P r e t t y  we l l  acquainted,  s i r ,  I v i s i t e d  t h e i r  head-
q u a r t e r s  on s e v e r a l  occasions.  I knew Colonel BARKER. We went 
t h e r e  t o  coord ina te  on var ious  o p e r a t i o n s ,  make t h e  normal l i a i -
son v i s i t s ,  

Q- Who is we? 

A. Pr imar i ly  my s e n i o r  adv i so r ,  Colonel CARLOS, and 
then normally t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander, Vietnamese d i v i s i o n  com-
mander, and t h e  d i v i s i o n  G 3 .  

Q. Who w a s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  G 3 ?  

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Q. I t  might come t o  you i n  a l i t t l e  while .  The d i -
v i s i o n  G2 I know was PHO, and t h e  ch ie f  of  s t a f f  was DONG. 

A. Right .  
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Q Well, you were then  n o t  only  aware of t h e  e x i s t e n c e  
of Task Force Barker ,  b u t  you were somewhat acquainted with i t s  
o p e r a t i o n s ,  is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q- Do you r e c a l l  having done any work concerning--
looking a t  t h i s  map (Exhibi t  MAP-11, t o  your r e a r  which i s  a 
blow-up of the area--obtaining t h e  A0 ex tens ion  f o r  Task Force 
Barker along about t h e  middle of  March 1968? 

A.  S i r ,  I would have been involved with t h a t .  I d o n ' t  
remember t h a t  s p e c i f i c  opera t ion ,  because t h i s  was a normal 
funct ion .  When t h e  America1 was opera t ing  i n  our  a r e a ,  i f  they 
needed an A 0  ex tens ion ,  i t  w a s  s o r t  of a r o u t i n e  m a t t e r  t o  ob-
t a i n  it and I would have been aware of t h i s .  I d o n ' t  remember 
t h e  s p e c i f i c  r e q u e s t  f o r  t h a t  ope ra t ion .  

Q Well, do you r e c a l l  t h e  opera t ion  i n  Son My, 16 
March 1968? There were two o t h e r  opera t ions  t h a t  preceded t h i s  
by Task Force Barker i n t o  t h e  Son My Vi l l age  complex. One w a s  
on 1 3  February and another  was on 23 February.  

A .  S i r ,  t h e  only  t h i n g  I can remember about t h i s  op-
e r a t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  was one going on a t  t h e  time. The way 
the America1 opera ted ,  t h e i r  ope ra t ions  would beqin and seemed 
t o  run cont inubusly f o r  s e v e r a i  days. sometimes-r ight  i n  the  
mids t  o f  an o p e r a t i o n  they would change t h e  name of it o r  t h e  
number. I knew t h a t  theypwere opera t ing  i n  t h e  2d ARVN Divi-
s i o n  arez, zr,d I -----vv -a cxarz thnt t h e  ~ p e r z t i o c::ss g c f z g  2:. I 
d o n ' t  remember this p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  by name and number. 
But t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  opera t inq  t h e r e  I was aware o f .  

Q. About t h e  middle of March? 

Q- And what do you r e c a l l  having heard  about this 
opera t ion?  

A.  S i r ,  I c a n ' t  t r u t h f u l l y  say  t h a t  I can r e c a l l  any-
t h i n g  s p e c i f i c  about t h i s  opera t ion .  

Q- 1 t h i n k  you knew t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  was going on 
and you w e r e  acquainted with t h e  11 th  Brigade. A s  you probably 

(HANCOCKj 4 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

APP T-395 



FOR UFFICIAL USE OhLY 

know t h i s  w a s  t he  g r e a t e s t  success  t h a t  t h e  11th  Brigade had 
had s i n c e  they had been i n  country. Do you r e c a l l  the  s t a t i s -
t i c s  t h a t  came ou t  of the  opera t ion?  

A. No, s ir ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q- Well, here  on t h i s  day they k i l l e d  128, o r  re-
por ted  t o  have k i l l e d  128. And they had 10 wounded, another  1 
wi th  a s e l f - i n f i i c t e d  wound, and the  enemy had, of course,  1 2 8  
KIA,  and t h e  f r i e n d l i e s  a l s o  captured 3 weapons. Now does t h i s  
start coming back i n t o  focus with those f i g u r e s ,  because those 
were put  o u t  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  newspaper, they were put  ou t  i n  
t h e  br igade  newspaper, they  were p r e t t y  w e l l  known by everybody 
i n  2d ARVN Div i s ion  advisory group and Quang Ngai advisory 
group. 

A. A s  I say ,  those  f i g u r e s  d o n ' t  r e a l l y  r i n g  a b e l l  
with me. 1.can r e c a l l  t h a t  they d i d  have a good c o n t a c t  and i f  
t h i s  was a p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion ,  as I say ,  they operated con-
t inuous ly  i n  t h i s  a rea .  I can r e c a l l  a t  about t h i s  time they 
d i d  have some good c o n t a c t .  The numbers don 't r i n g  a b e l l  with 
me, I ' m  s o r r y .  

Q Now l e t ' s  s h i f t  f o r  a l i t t l e  whi le  and t a l k  about 
the  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s  which took p lace  a t  2d ARVN Divis ion head-
q u a r t e r s ,  on a d a i l y  b a s i s .  Would you d e s c r i b e  those f o r  us  
p lease?  

A. Normally s t a r t e d  wi th  a b r i e f  run down by our G2 
advisor  on enemy a c t i v i t y  dur ing  t h e  p a s t  24 hours and t h e  
enemy i n i t i a t e d  i n c i d e n t s  o r  a t t a c k s .  

9 Now t h i s  i s  a combined b r i e f i n g ?  

A. No, s ir .  

Q. This  i s  t h e  U.S. b r i e f i n g ?  

A. This i s  t h e  U.S. b r i e f i n g  and we, t h e  advisory 
team, d i d  not--well I guess we would average 4 o u t  of 5 days 
a t t e n d i n g  a j o i n t  ARVN-U.S. b r i e f i n g .  Do you p r e f e r ,  which 
b r i e f i n g  do you want me to--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  W e l l ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  know which were 
given p lans .  
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A.  To begin  t h e  morning, we  always had an advisory  
b r i e f i n g ,  t h i s  w a s  s t r i c t l y  f o r  t h e  advisory  team. 

Q What t ime d i d  t h a t  s t a r t ?  

A. This w a s  about  0730 a s  I r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  and t h i s  was 
usua l ly  followed a t  about  0800, o r  0830 by t h e  ARVN b r i e f i n g  
which t h e  p r i n c i p l e  advisory  s t a f f  a t t ended  a l s o .  

Q. Who d i d  t h e  b r i e f i n g  i n  t h e  ARVN? 

A. The ARIW, t h e  G2 o r  t h e  G 2  a i r - -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, I mean was t h e  b r i e f i n g  done by 
t h e  ARVN o r  done by the--

A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Done by t h e  ARVN and they had a 
t r a n s l a t o r  and w e  wore t h e  earphones,  s imultaneous t r a n s l a t i o n ,  
and it w a s  done by t h e  ARVNs, G 2 ,  G3.  

Q. What t i m e  was those  b r i e f i n g s  normally over?  

A. They u s u a l l y  l a s t e d  about 30 minutes ,  s i r ,  s o  
normally i f  they  s t a r t e d  a t  0800, it 's over  by 0830. 

Q. Did you have a b i g  run  down on Monday morning? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  we had a weekly recap  on Monday morning. 

2 = Of the previ ous w e e k ?  

A. Gf the previous  week, y e s ,  s ir .  

Q. And what about  Saturday mornings? 

A. Sat1,rda.y n a t h i n g  s p e c i a l  t h a t  I can r e c a l l ,  sir.  

Q. Have a b r i e f i n g  on Saturday too?  

A. I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  remember. I b e l i e v e  s o  on Sa turdays ,  
y e s ,  s i r ,  it was a 6-day a f f a i r ,  I know they d i d n ' t  have one-- 
t h e  ARVN d i d n ' t  have one on Sunday, b u t  t h e  advisory  team usu- 
a l l y  has  a short- one on Sunday* 
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Q* Now who a s i d e  from t h e  key members of your own 
advisory team, who else at tended those  b r i e f i n g s ,  e i t h e r  your 
pre l iminary  b r i e f i n g  o r  your combined b r i e f i n g  wi th  t h e  ARVN? 

A. The America1 l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r .  A Marine l i a i s o n  
o f f i c e r ,  when we had him. H e  wasn ' t  t h e r e  my f u l l  t o u r  and 
wasn'? .  rep laced  when t h e  o l d  one l e f t .  That was u s u a l l y  i t ,  
sir .  

Q =  How about a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from province? 

A .  Not always, no, s i r ,  n o t  a r o u t i n e  b a s i s ,  province 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  was no t  t h e r e ,  o r  i f  he was h e  was some l i e u t e n -  
a n t ,  ARVN l i e u t e n a n t  t h a t  s a t  i n  t h e  r e a r  and I d i d n ' t  n o t i c e .  

Q - What about province advisory group? 

A .  No, sir, they usua l ly ,were  n o t  t h e r e ,  excuse me, 
t h e  province s e n i o r  advrsor  u s u a l l y  a t tended t h e  advisory b r i e f -  
i n g ,  b u t  normally d i d n ' t  s t a y  f o r  t h e  ARVN b r i e f i n g .  

Q. You are r e f e r r i n g  t o  Lieutenant  Colonel GUINN? 

A. Lieutenant  Colonel G U I N N .  

Q =  Lieutenant  Colonel GUTNN was deputy province s e n i o r  
adv i so r  t o  M r .  MAY. 

A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q- Sen io r  m i l i t a r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. D i d  those  i n d i v i d u a l s  e v e r  b r i e f  a t  your informal  
b r i e f i n g  o r  p r e b r i e f ,  d i d  they  e v e r  b r i e f  and go over  th ings  
w i t h i n  t h e i r  a r e a  of i n t e r e s t ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir,  when they  had something, they were c a l l e d  
on as a m a t t e r  of course and whenever they  had something t o  g i v e  
they gave it, n o t  every day d i d  they  have anything t o  b r i e f .  

Q- I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  day, sometime about  e i t h e r  
the middle o r  j u s t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  middle of A p r i l ,  when one 
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of these  b r i e f i n g s  went on and Colonel G U I N N  was repor ted  t o  
have informed t h e  group about a l e t t e r  o r  memorandum which Lieu-
t enan t  TAN, t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  of Scn Tinh D i s t r i c t  had s e n t  t o  
Colonel K H I E N ,  province ch ie f  of Quang Ngai Province.  DO you 
r e c a l l  t h a t  ins t ance?  Well, l e t  me go on j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  
and maybe t i e  it i n  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  more. Af te r  t h i s  s e s s i o n  
had s o r t  of broken up, some of t h e  i n t e r e s t e d  people s tayed to -
ge the r  t o  t a l k  about  t h i s  f u r t h e r  and t h i s  inc luded Major EARLE 

' and  of course Colonel G U I N N ,  and he named some o t h e r  ind iv idua l s  
whom he thought might have been p r e s e n t  inc luding  y o u r s e l f .  

A. This was a l e t t e r  from t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  c h i e f  
t o  Colonel KHIEN? 

Q From t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  t o  t h e  province c h i e f .  
And the  s u b j e c t  ma t t e r  of t h e  l e t t e r  b a s i c a l l y  was t h a t  t h e  d i s -
t r i c t  chief  was making an a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  Americans had 
k i l l e d  q u i t e  a l a r g e  number of c i v i l i a n s  i n  Son My Vi l l age ,  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  Tu Cung and Co Luy hamlets.  

,-
A. , S i r ,  I can no t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  it seems t h a t  i f  t h a t  
was d iscussed  though t h a t  I could have been t h e r e ,  bu t  I frank-
l y  can n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  

! 

Q. There was some i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  province ch ie f  
and Colonel TOAN were somewhat upse t  by i t ?  

A. S i r ,  I cannot r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Q Well l e t  r;.e shcr:? ycz t h e  l e t t e r  t c  see if it m i g h t  
have something t o  r e f r e s h  your memory. This is  Exh ib i t  M-34, 
t h i s  i s  t h e  Vietnamese ve r s ion  and on t o p  is  an English t r a n s -
l a t i o n .  I would ask you t o  t ake  a look a t  f i r s t  t h e  Vietnamese 
vers ion  and then a look a t  t h e  English version--or t h e  English 
t rans la t ion--and then t o  read it t o  see  i f  you have any know-
ledge of t h i s  ?r he~rinqthis d i scuss ion  between Colonel GUINM 
o r  any o t h e r  ind iv idua l s  from t h e  province advisory group and 
your own advisory group with t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion? I ' d  l i k e  
you t o  look down a t  t h e  bottom t h e r e  and y o u ' l l  s e e  t h a t  a copy 
was s e n t  t o  the  2d ARVN Divis ion headquar ters ,  and y o u ' l l  a l s o  
n o t i c e  t h a t  one was s e n t  t o  MACV, Quang Ngai Sec to r .  And y o u ' l l  
f u r t h e r  n o t i c e  a courtesy copy was provided t h e  U . S .  adv i so r  a t  
Son Tinh Subsector ,  hl_hic E  Zs +c? say  Son Tinh  D i s t r i c t .  
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A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  about  t h i s  
l e t t e r ,  about  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Q Did you e v e r  h e a r  any th ing  about  Americans a l l e g e d l y
having k i l l e d  some Vietnamese i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t ?  

A. N o ,  sir, the only t h i n g  1 can remember i n  t h i s  
connec t ion  w a s  an i n s t a n c e  t h a t  occu r red  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  sec-
t i o n ,  t h e  Quang Tinh s e c t i o n ,  and it was i n v o l v i n g  U.S. a r t i l -
l e r y  f i r e  t h a t  had f a l l e n  s h o r t ,  b u t  I cannot  recall  anyth ing  
about  t h i s  area. 

Q I Did you e v e r  see o r  h e a r  of  any V i e t  Cong propa-
ganda which may have been d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  Americans f o r  
having done something i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. I can r e c a l l  a r e p o r t  through our  adv i so ry  chan-
n e l s  where t h e  Vietnamese c o u n t e r p a r t s  had t o l d  t h a t  VC had 
l e f t  l e a f l e t s  o f  some t y p e ,  and a l s o  had been t e l l i n g  t h e  Viet -
namese c i v i l i a n s  t h a t  t h e  Americans had k i l l e d  c i v i l i a n s .  

Q - What s p e c i f i c a l l y  , d i d  they  say?  

A. W e l l ,  j u s t  t h a t  t h e  Americans had come i n t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  and s h o t  c i v i l i a n s .  

--
0 wnat v i i l a g e ?  

A. No v i l l a g e  name was mentioned,  s ir .  J u s t  t h a t  it 
w a s  r e p o r t e d  through t h e  Quang Ngai Province a d v i s o r s .  

Q. . Who r e p o r t e d  i t ?  

A. I t h i n k  I heard  it through Colonel  G U I N N ,  sir .  H e  
g o t  i t . t h r o u g h  h i s  d i s t r i c t  a d v i s o r s .  I b e l i e v e  I heard  it--

Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  You j u s t  t h i n k  about  t h a t  f o r  a 
wh i l e ,  because i t ' s  e x a c t l y  what I want you t o  t h i n k  about .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. W e l l ,  I g o t  t h e  r e p o r t  from Colonel  
G U I N N  , 

Q - And, what d i d  he t e l l  you? 
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A. W e l l ,  t h a t  his--one o f  h i s  adv i so r s  had t o l d  him 
t h a t  h i s  coun te rpa r t  had s a i d  t h a t  t h e  VC had l e f t  l e a f l e t s  i n  
among t h e  people,  and t a l k e d  t o  t h e  people,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  
U.S. s o l d i e r s  had k i l l e d  Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
any numbers were mentioned. 

a .  Did they mention a l o c a l e ?  

A. Well,  my impression was t h a t  it was near  Quang 
Ngai Ci ty .  Whether it was i n  Son T i n h  D i s t r i c t  o r  along sou th  
of t h e  r i v e r  h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  I f r a n k l y  c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  But 
i t ' s  .near Quang Ngai Ci ty .  

Q. Did it have anything t o  do wi th  Major GAVIN,  o r  
Captain RODRIGUEZ? 

A .  W e l l ,  it could have been GAVIN,  yes ,  s i r ,  i n  Son 
Tinh . 
Q. Do you know Captain RODRIGUEZ? 

A.  I would have met him, b u t  I d i d n ' t  know h i m  we l l .  

Q- H e ' s  a s h o r t  Puer to  Rican. 

A. I d o n ' t  seem t o  r e c a l l  him, s i r .  I knew GAVIN. 

Q. What d i d  Colonel G U I N N  say he was doing about i t ?  

r-.. -I 3A. w e l l ,  he just saLd they  w e r e  looking into it .  Ee 
didn t mention anything s p e c i f i c a l l y  about what h i s  advisory 
qroup was doing,  except  t h a t  they were looking i n t o  i t .  I 
might add t h a t  he ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  was mentioning t h i s  a f t e r  duty 
hours.  We l i v e d  r i g h t  across  a  l i t t l e  quadrangle from each 
o the r .  And, I t a l k e d  t o  him q u i t e  a  b i t ,  and n a t u r a l l y ,  w e  
t a l k e d  shop. Xe mentioned it i n  this s e t t i n g ,  i f  I r e c a l l .  
And, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  what he s a i d  they were doing about it 
s p e c i f i c a l l y .  

Q. Did he say anything about what kind of VC propa-
ganda? Was he t a l k i n g  about t h i s  l e t t e r  t h a t  I mentioned t o  
you t h a t  he might have been r e f e r r i n g  t o  VC propaganda? 

A. A s  i r e c a l l ,  s ir ,  he  mentioned a  i e t t e r ,  o r  i e a f i e t ,  
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Q. W e  know t h a t  t h i s  w a s  i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s  of  t h e  
2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o n .  Now, i f  you have seen t h i s ,  d i d  you d i s c u s s  
t h i s  w i th  Colonel  TOAN? 

A. I may have, sir. I probably would have d i s c u s s e d  
this w i t h  Major EARLE r a t h e r  t han  Colonel  G U I N N .  I may have 
mentioned it t o  Colonel  G U I N N ,  b u t  Major EARLE and I worked 8 
f e e t  from each  o t h e r .  

Q. T h a t ' s  what I w a s  t h i n k i n g .  I mentioned it t o  
you b e f o r e ,  I wondered why you wouldn ' t  have d i s c u s s e d  t h i n g s  
l i k e  t h i s ?  

A. W e  would have normal ly ,  sir.  I s a i d  I d i d n ' t  re-
member t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  l e t t e r .  This  l e t t e r  and t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  
of it, I may have seen  it. I c a n ' t  say  f o r  s u r e .  I d o n ' t  re-
member, b u t  I t h i n k  t h a t  I probably d i d  s e e  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  
t h i s  VC document, he re .  

Q. I have h e r e  a document d a t e d  t h e  1 2 t h  of A p r i l ,
which i s  a memorandum from Major PHO, t h e  d i v i s i o n  G2 t o  t h e  
commanding g e n e r a l .  You w i l l  n o t i c e  i n  t h e  Vietnamese v e r s i o ~  
he re  ( i n d i c a t i n g )  as it g e t s  t o  Colonel  TOAN, he makes some 
n o t a t i o n s  which shows up on t h e  Engl i sh  t r a n s l a t i o n  a t  t h e  
bottom h e r e  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  You w i l l  n o t i c e  a l s o  t h a t  it has  two 
a t tachments  t o  it. The f i r s t  a t t achment  is a p i e c e  of  propa- 
ganda q u i t e  comparable t o  t h a t  one ,  ano the r  i n t e r c e p t ,  and t h e  
o t h e r  a t t achment  is this same l e t t e r  of  11 A p r i l ;  which w e  have 
shown you be fo re .  I w i l l  show you t h i s  and ask you i f  you w e r e  
aware of t h i s  i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s?  

(I0 handed t h e  w i tnes s  E x h i b i t  M-36.) 

A. Excuse my delay.  I am j u s t  t r y i n g  to-- 

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  n o t  going t o  push you, because 
I know, Major HANCOCK, t h a t  I am t r y i n g  t o  t a k e  you back 2  y e a r s  
and I ' m  throwing t h i n g s  a t  you ve ry  f a s t .  The purpose h e r e  is  
t o  do  a  l i t t l e  hand l e a d i n g  and n o t  t o  p u t  words o r  thoughts  i n  
your  mind, b u t  t o  a s s i s t  you i n  t r y i n g  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  any of t h e  
e v e n t s  which may have taken  p l a c e  and I d o n ' t  want you t o  t e l l  
m e  any th ing  u n l e s s  i t ' s  a c t u a l .  I f  you remember it, you t e l l  
me, b u t  o the rwi se  you l e t  m e  know. 

(HANcOCK) 1 3  APP T-395 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A.  I t h i n k  I may have seen t h i s ,  s i r ,  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  
f o l d e r  of Colonel TOAN. Usually Major EARLE would essernble 
documents of t h i s  type and t r a n s l a t i o n s  of them and t u r n  them 
through t h e  r e s t  of the  s t a f f  i n  a  reading f i l e  type of a f fa i i . .  
I know t h a t  t h e r e  was something of t h i s  n a t u r e  t h a t  came through 
and one t h i n g  t h a t  s o r t  of j a r s  my memory is  Colonel TOAN1s lit-
t l e  note  he re ,  t o  have the  d i s t r i c t  c l e a r  it up and i f  s o ,  t o  see 
t h e  America1 t o  make s u r e  it stopped o r  something of t h a t  na ture ,  
I do have some knowledge of t h i s .  I th ink  I d i d  probably s e e  
t h i s .  

Q- It  could have come a c t u a l l y  from s e v e r a l  ways, bu t  
EARLE would probably be t h e  most l o g i c a l  and conceivably recog- 
n i z i n g  t h e  r appor t  which must have e x i s t e d  between your d i v i s i o n  
G 2  and G 3 ,  your G 3  could have been informed and could have pro- 
vided you t h e  information? 

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  he could have. I would t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  
probable way t h a t  I found o u t  about it o r  a c t u a l l y  s a w  t h e  
l e t t e r  would have been through EARLE, Major EARLE. That would 
be more l i k e l y  than  hear ing  it through my coun te rpa r t .  

LC 
Q- Did you d i scuss  t h i s  with anybody? A t  t h a t  t ime 
y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  it I s  no longer  Colonel ULSAKER t h a t ' s  t h e r e .  

a;: 

Colonel HUTTER had replaced  him by t h i s  time. You s e e  he was 0 
s t i l l  r a t h e r  new i n  o f f i c e ,  because he repor ted  i n  around t h e  C': 
1st of Apr i l ,  This i s  why w e  a r e  g e t t i n g  you down t o  t h e  time 
frame of about mid-April. 

Let  me snow you one o t h e r  document which may con-
ceivably he lp  you, s o  t h a t  you w i l l  have them a l l  toge the r .  
This i s  another  memorandum which i s  from t h e  G 2 ,  12 th  T a c t i c a l  
Zone t o  Quang Ngai s e c t o r .  I t  went out  on 15 A p r i l ,  over t h e  
s i g n a t u r e  of Colonel Nguyen Van TOAN wi th  the  name of Colonel 
Nguyen V a n  TOAN, b u t  s igned by ch ie f  of s t a f f  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Pham Cao DONG as ch ie f  of s t a f f .  This has been en te red  i n t o  t h e  
record  as Exh ib i t  M - 3 2 .  

(I0 handed t h e  wi tness  Exhib i t  M-32  .) 

A. I d o n ' t  recall eve r  see ing  t h i s .  

Q. This simply s a y s - - i t ' s  t h e  t ake  o f f  from Colonel 
TOANrs note--hand no te  on Major P H O i s  memorandum. That 
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r e a l l y  puts  t h a t  i n t o  e f f e c t  i n  a s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  v e i n ,  b u t  
t h e  c e n t r a l  theme i s  t h e r e .  So you th ink  you saw t h e  o t h e r  o r  
something comparable t o  i t ,  b u t  you weren ' t  f a m i l i a r  with t h i s  
one? 

A. . N o ,  sir.  

Q- Now, I wish you would j u s t  s e e  i f  you could th ink  
back t o  where t h i s  came t o  you from and whether you d iscussed  
t h i s  with Major EARLE, o r  wi th  your coun te rpa r t ,  o r  with Colonel 
KUTTER, o r  w i t h  Colonel  GUINN, or who you discassed it wi th .  
Let  m e  read you a l i t t l e  s ta tement  h e r e  which w i l l  a l s o  h e l p  
you a l i t t l e  b i t  as  f a r  a s  r e c o l l e c t i n g  th ings .  I ' v e  been 
t a l k i n g ,  comparable t o  t h e  way I ' m  t a l k i n g  t o  you, t o  Major 
EARLE, and M r .  MACCRATE has  been l i s t e n i n g  t o  a l l  t h i s ,  summar-
i z e d  i t  q u i t e  n e a t l y  when he s a i d ,  

"Q. You t o l d  us  t h a t  you heard from Colonel G U I N N  
about t h e  VC propaganda l e a f l e t " .  

Tha t ' s  t h a t  p i e c e  of paper Exh ib i t  R-1 ( i n d i c a t i n g )  . 
. .. 

"That you heard from Colonel G U I N N  something about 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  ' s  r e p o r t s .  " 

T h a t ' s  t h e  l e t t e r  of  11 A p r i l  (Exhib i t  M-34) from Lieutenant  
TAN t o  Colonel KHTEN. 

"That you heard  from Colonel G U I N N  t h a t  t h e  
province ch ie f  had someone looking i n t o  i t ,  
Colonel KHIEN. That you heard from Colonel 
G U I N N  t h a t  he was pass ing  it up through h i s  
channels ,  and t h a t  you f i n a l l y  heard from 
Colonel G U I N N  t h a t  he  was see ing  a d d i t i o n a l  
information about t h i s .  You s a i d  a l l  t h e s e  
th ings  t h i s  a f te rnoon.  " 

Major EARLE s a i d ,  "Yes, s i r . "  So, t h i s  g i v e s  you an i n -
d i c a t i o n  of what Major EARLE knew a t  t h a t  t ime. 

A.  Anything t h a t  came t o  me on t h i s ,  as  I say ,  would 
have probably been from Major EARLE and I would have--he would 
have been t h e  one t h a t  I probably would have d iscussed  it wi th ,  
i f  t h e r e  was any d i scuss ion .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  d i scuss ing  t h i s  a t  
all with Colonel HUTTER. Colonel GUINN--this p a r t i c u l a r  
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i n c i d e n t ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  whether we t a l k e d  about it except  i n  
t h e  terms t h a t  I t o l d  you e a r l i e r .  That I can remember vaguely 
something of t h i s  n a t u r e  t h a t  Colonel G U I N N  s a i d  t h a t  one of 
h i s  subsec tor  adv i so r s  had repor ted  t o  him. 

Q - Did he t e l l  you t h a t  he passed t h i s  on t o  anybody,
t h a t  he w a s  sending it t o  t h e  America1 Divis ion ,  o r  he was send-
ing  it t o  the  Deputy Chief of S t a f f  f o r  CORDS o r  DCORDS, a s  he 
was known i n  Danang, o r  t h a t  he was g iv ing  it t o  Colonel HENDER-
SON, o r  anything of t h i s  na tu re?  

A, No, sir ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  Whether he s a i d  t h a t  
he was ' r e p o r t i n g  it t o  anyone. 

9 What were you doing a t  the  t ime,  s i t t i n g  down 
having a d r ink  or--

A. ( In te rpos ing)  With Colonel GUINN? 

Q - Yes? 

A. Probably e i t h e r  t h a t  o r  going t o  supper o r  something 
a t  n i g h t .  Probably i n  t h a t  s e t t i n g ,  s i r ,  o r  i n  t h e  compound. 

Q Did you and Colonel G U I N N  l i v e  o r  do th ings  q u i t e
c lose ly  t h e r e  i n  t h e  compound? 

A. F7e l i v e d  c l o s e  and I would see  him t h r e e  o r  four  
t imes a week o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  d i s c u s s i n g  it i n  any d e t a i l  wi th  
e i t h e r  Colonel G U I N N  o r  Major W E ,  f rankly .  I t  would have 
been a b r i e f  mention of it and f rankly  when something was re-
por ted  through--as a t r a n s l a t i o n  of a VC document o r  something 
repor ted  word of mouth t h i s  way--frankly it was considered as 
propaganda. I mean t h a t  was t h e  impression I go t .  I n  o t h e r  
words, a s  I say ,  Major EARLE would rou te  a  reading  f i l e  p e r i -
o d i c a l l y  and t h i s  type of t h i n g  would be i n  it, t r a n s l a t i o n s  
of documents and th ings .  

Q Who would s e e  t h i s  reading  f i l e  bes ide  Major EARLE, 
and y o u r s e l f ,  and Colonel HUTTER? Colonel CROMWELL? 

A ,  The deputy,  y e s ,  s i r ,  Proba-bly Major--the G5 
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adv i so r .  B i l l  GLAFF, Major GLAFF, now L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel .  H e  
probably would have seen  it, a l though  I d o n ' t  know. H e  w a s  n o t  
i n  t h e  same b u i l d i n g  wi th  u s .  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know, sir ,  and s o  
any d i s c u s s i o n  I would have had on th i s - -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Where is  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  GLAFF 
a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime? 

Q a ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Would you s p e l l  t h a t  f o r  us p l ea se?  

A .  Y e s ,  s ir ,  G-L-A-F-F. 

A.  GLAFF, W i l l i a m ,  h e ' s  a L i e u t e n a n t  Coionel .  H e ' s  
i n  F l o r i d a  a t  t h e  a i r -ground o p e r a t i o n  schoo l  a t  t h e  a i r b a s e  
down t h e r e .  

Q Y e s .  Where, a t  Homestead, o r  Orlando,  o r  where? 

A .  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  recall ,  s ir .  I t h i n k  I have it i n  
an addres s  book w i t h  me h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  have it on m e  person-
a l l y .  

Q. W e l l ,  t h e r e ' s  one th ing- -we ' l l  have no problem 
finding h i m  if you are s u r e  of t h e  spelling of that l as t  name. 

A ,  Y e s ,  s ir ,  I ' m  c e r t a i n  of  t h i s .  

Q. There won" be t o o  many GLAFF's i n  t h e  Army. 

A. R igh t ,  W i l l i a m  GLAFF and he 's armor. 

Q. Y e s ,  a l l  r i g h t .  

A, H e  w a s  t h e  G5--

Q ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  l e t  m e  ask  you something about  
'GLAFF now. 

A, A l l  r i g h t ,  sir .  
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Q Major EARLE would normally handle t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
inpu t .  

A .  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. 
but  
j o r  

H e  would a l s o  have a degree t o  do with propaganda, 
i f  it were working proper ly  I would v i s u a l i z e  it t h a t  Ma-
GLAFF, now Colonel GLAFF, would have more t o  do with propa-

ganda, conceivably would have more a s s o c i a t i o n  with t h a t  docu-
ment t h e r e  than would Major EARLE. Would t h a t  be a c o r r e c t  
assumption t h e  way you funct ioned? 

A. S i r ,  p r imar i ly  because of the  way t h e  Vietnamese 
funct ioned,  it d i d n ' t  work exac t ly  t h a t  way. The G 2 ,  t he  ARVN 
G 2  was t h e  man who would work with t h i s  type t h i n g  more than 
GLAFF's coun te rpa r t ,  who was no t  s t r i c t l y  a G5 i n  our  sense of 
the  word. And because of p e r s o n a l i t y ,  t h e  ARVN coun te rpa r t  of 
Major GLAFF, was s o r t  of a right-hand man t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  com-
mander and d i d  a v a r i e t y  of th ings .  

Q For example. 

A.  Well, he a s s i s t e d  i n  s e t t i n g  up o p e r a t i o n s ,  i n  
planning opera t ions .  He--well he worked some i n  t h e  propaganda 
f i e l d .  

Q - But i f  they were going t o  put  o u t  propaganda, cer -
t a i n l y  even though t h e  G 2  handled it it would appear t o  m e  
t h a t  it would be turned  over t o  t h e  G5 shop, i f  they were t h e  
ones t h a t  were going t o  have any psychological  ope ra t ions  
campaign t o  f i n d  out  what themes t h e  VC were using and s o  f o r t h ,  
i n  o rde r  t o  counter  them. 

A, Right ,  sir.  Tha t ' s  c o r r e c t .  So i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t  
GLAFF may have had knowledge of t h i s .  Although I d o n ' t  know 
that--he .and I never--I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he and I ever  d i s -
cussed t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  

Q Yes. Well, now I wish you'd t h i n k  j u s t  a l i t t l e  
b i t  more before  w e  pass  on t o  another  s u b j e c t ,  about anything 
t h a t  may have t r a n s p i r e d  between y o u r s e l f ,  Colonel G U I N N ,  Major 
EARLE, Colonel HUTTER, your coun te rpa r t  i n  t h e  ARVN G3 o r  t h e  
6 2 ,  which would bear u p o ~t h i s  s u b j e c t  we ' re  d i scuss ing  here. 
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Q. Did he say anything about having been i n  touch 
with t h e  advisory team a t  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  about i t ?  

A,  On t h i s  s p e c i f i c  ins t ance ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t ,  
sir. A s  I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  a s i m i l a r  type i n c i d e n t  t h a t  s t i c k s  
i n  my mind, i n  vague terms t h a t  I got  probably from Colonel 
Guinn, w a s  t h a t  h i s  subsec to r  advisor  had t o l d  him o r  had re-
por ted  it. 

Q I n  mentioning t h e  VC propaganda l e a f l e t s  having
been picked up, d i d  he i n d i c a t e  anything about t h e  p icking  up 
of some bf t h e  VC m a t e r i a l ,  t h a t  had been picked up i n  an unus-
ua l  way o r  t h a t  it had come from an unusual source?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. Do you ever  r e c a l l  a s t o r y  about some VC propa-
ganda having been handed through the  wire  a t  LZ Uptight? 

A. NO, sir. 

, Q- The f i r e  base.  

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  

Q You d o n ' t  i n  any way a s s o c i a t e  t h a t  with--

A, ( In te rpos ing)  NO, s ir .  

Q. This VC propaganda. 

I0: Well, I th ink  d i r e c t l y  connected wi th  t h a t ,  d i d  he 
mention any o t h e r  form of VC propaganda t h a t  they were using 
i n s t e a d  of t h i s .  You know the  VC were g r e a t  i n  t h i s  f ace  t o  
f a c e  kind of propaganda, bu t  d i d  he mention anything e l s e  such 
as s logans which they had. O r  d i d  he mention arm bands having--
saying down wi th  t h e  Americans o r  revenge f o r  what may have 
taken place.  

A. NO, sir. 

9. Did he mention any pos te r s?  

A, No, s i r ,  n o t  t h a t  I r e c a l l ,  
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Q. What comes t o  your mind is  j u s t  l e a f l e t s ?  

A. L e a f l e t s  is  the  t h i n g  t h a t  pops t o  mind, sir.  

Q - Y e s .  Well, you see  t h i s  is n o t  exac t ly  a l e a f l e t .  

A. NO, sir. 

Q. It would be very hard t o  por t r ay  t h a t  on a l e a f l e t .  

A. Right ,  sir.  

Q This is  a  broadcast  i n t e r c e p t  and it j u s t  i s n ' t  a s  
though it came over  once, b u t  t h i s  was repeated  and repeated 
s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  

A. Right ,  sir .  

Q. So t h i s  is  t h e  reason why you g e t  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r -
e n t  ve r s ions  of i t ,  being broadcast  a t  d i f f e r e n t  times and a l s o  
being t r a n s l a t e d  by d i f f e r e n t  people. 

A. Yes, s i r .  

(B. You can understand t h e  var iance .  

,MP.K4CCFP-TE: I 'd l i k e  to show you E x h i b i t  M-35, which is ano-
t h e r  p iece  of VC propaganda and ask you i f  t h i s  looks f a m i l i a r  
t o  you. Y o u ' l l  s e e  t h e  Vietnamese again i n  a r a t h e r  unusual 
form of blocked typing.  And then t h e r e ' s  an English t r a n s l a -
t i o n  on top  of it. You ' l l  note  t h a t  it has been designed with 
a number of d e t a i l s  and over  on the  four th  page t h e  document 
i s  da ted  28 March 1968, it is s igned National  L ibe ra t ion  Front  
Committee, Quang Ngai Province. Any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of see ing  
t h i s  p iece  of propaganda? 

A. No, s i r ,  n o t  r e a l l y .  P a r t s  of it i s  very similar 
t o  some of t h e s e  o t h e r s ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h i s .  

10: It  has one very unusual t h i n g  i n  it t h e r e  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  l a r g e  paragraph on t h e  f i r s t  page about  two-thirds of 
t h e  way down, I b e l i e v e  you w i l l  see  t h a t  it r e f e r s  t o  the  
3/82d Airborne? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q - This i s  supposed t o  be i n  Quang Ngal and c e r t a i n l -
up u n t i l  t h i s  time t h e  82d Airborne had n o t  opera ted  i n  Quang 
Ngai? 

A. No, sir. I don ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h i s  one. 

MR MACCRATE: Now, i f  you w i l l  t u r n  t o  t h e  document t h a t  is a 
p a r t  of Exh ib i t  R-1, I ask you t o  look a t  t h i s  s ta tement  t h a t  
is  headed 1 4  A p r i l  1968, j u s t  one s h e e t  of paper and ask you 
i f  you ever  r e c a l l  see ing  a s ta tement  comparable t o  t h a t ?  

(The wi tness  ' d i d  a s  requested.  ) 

A. I canft r e c a l l  .it. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  Colonel G U I N N  t a l k i n g  t o  you about 
any such s ta tement  M a t  he might be ar ranging  f o r ,  o r  had ob-
ta ined?  Notice t h a t  it is da ted  t h e  14th  of A p r i l ,  which is 
j u s t  2 days a f t e r  the memorandum of Major PHO t o  Colonel TOAN? 

A. NO, s i r ,  I c a n ' t .  

Q. I show you another  copy of t h e  same s ta tement  
(Exhibi t  M-301, t h e  o r i g i n  of t h e  s ta tement  is t h e  Son T i n h  
D i s t r i c t  advisor--the deputy Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  adv i so r ,  a 
Captain RODRIGUEZ, and ask you i f  you w i l l  look a t  t h a t  and 
see i f - - there  is a b e t t e r  copy a t t ached ,  b u t  it i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  
the same verbage t h a t  you j u s t  read  i n  R-1 ,  i f  t h e r e  is any-
t h i n g  t h a t  r e l a t e s  i t s e l f  i n  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  t o  conversa-
t i o n s  wi th  Colonel G U I N N ,  t o  t h e  p repara t ion  of such a s t a t e -
ment by Captain RODRIGUEZ and any re fe rence  of Colonel G U I N N ,  
of having t h e  s t a t ement  prepared o r  having obta ined  such a 
t h i n g  from Son Tinh? 

A.  No, s ir ,  I c a n ' t  remember anything r e l a t i n g  t o  
any statement .  

Q. Major EARLE d i d  t e l l  us t h a t  i n  t h i s  connection 
he r e c a l l s  Colonel G U I N N  speaking of  Captain RODRIGUEZ and 
of having something t o  do with preparing informat ion ,  you 
have any recollection sf a comparable r e fe rence?  
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A. . No, sir.  

I0 : Major HANCOCK, sometime a long  i n  about  t h e  middle 
s f  A p r i l  you were conduct ing two o p e r a t i o n s  i n  con junc t ion  w i t h  
t h e  America1 Div i s ion .  One was c a l l e d  Bur l ing ton  T r a i l  which 
had t o  do wi th  t h e  opening of t h e  road and opening of  t h e  gen-
eral  a r e a  between Tam Ky and Tien Phuoc. This involved a  couple  
of b a t t a l i o n s  of ARVN and about  a  l i k e  number of  about--an e q u a l  
ba l ance  of U.S. and ARVN and then  t o  t h e  west  of Quang Ngai C i t y  
you had a n o t h e r  o p e r a t i o n  which s t a r t e d  on t h e  same day,  bo th  
of them s t a r , t e d  on t h e  1 8 t h  of  A p r i l ,  c a l l e d  Norfolk V i c t o r y o  
That  was t h e  f i r s t  opera t ion . ,  Norfolk V ic to ry  I as it was 
l a t e r  known. 

There were pu rpo r t ed  t o  have been some meetings 
between General  KOSTER, and Colonel  TOAN, and Colonel  HUTTER 
and some o t h e r s  i n  Colonel  TOAN' s  o f f i c e  concerning t h e s e  oper-
a t i o n s  b u t  having g o t  i n t o  some o t h e r  s u b j e c t s ,  you remember 
t hose?  One i n  p a r t i c u l a r  i n  about  mid-April probably a long  
about  t h e  1 6 t h ,  1 7 t h  of  A p r i l ?  And I can t i e  you down a l i t t l e  
b i t  on t h i s ,  because t h e  o p e r a t i o n  Bur l ing ton  T r a i l  had k i cked  
o f f  on t h e  8 t h  and by t h e  13 th  they  were i n  Base Area 117,  i n  
t h e  no r the rn  area and t h e  American e lement  r e c e i v e d  q u i t e  a 

" h e a v y  mor ta r  a t t a c k ,  a t  l e a s t  they had 2 1  wounded from a mor t a r  
a t t a c k  and no th ing  t o  show f o r  it. They were g e t t i n g  q u i t e  
s t r o n g  p r e s s u r e  there whereas Norfolk T i c t o r y  t o  the  sou th  
w a s n ' t  producing.  You r e c a l l  t h a t  now, and t h e  meeting which 
took p l a c e ,  and t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  Tien  Phuoc, and which you 
might say t h e  Bur l ing ton  T r a i l  and t h e  Norfolk V ic to ry  
o p e r a t i o n s  ? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember a t t e n d i n g  t h a t  meeting.  Of 
course  General  KOSTER was down q u i t e  o f t e n  t o  meet ings ,  b u t  
I was n o t  always inc luded .  

Q. W e l l ,  w i th  Colonel  HUTTER be ing  s o  new--

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Yes, sir.  

Q. It  c e r t a i n l y  would appear  t h a t  t h e y ' d  need an 
o l d  hand t h e r e  even though he might be a grade o r  two j u n i o r .  
A t  l e a s t  you know t h e  people ,  and you know t h e  a r e a ,  and so on,  
s o  it would appear  t o  me t h a t  i f  I was t h e  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r ,  I ' d  
want my 3 t h e r e .  
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A. , Yes, s ir .  I t  seems l o g i c a l  t h a t  I would have been 
. t h e r e  bu t  I c a n ' t  remember that--maybe a t  t h a t  time where we 

. . discussed t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion .  O r  those  opera t ions .  

Q You r e c a l l  being t o g e t h e r  with t h i s  group, i n  Gen-
e r a l  TOAN'S off ice--very l i k e l y  i n  h i s  o f f i c e ,  when Colonel 
TOAN s e n t  f o r  Major PHO and asked him t o  b r i n g  some papers ,  which 
were d iscussed  f o r  a few minutes? 

A. Noo sir. 

Q. D o  you r e c a l l  any meeting of ~ e n e r a l .KOSTER coming 
down, anything t h a t  you had t o  g e t  to--any p repara t ions  which 
you had t o  make, any p a r t i c u l a r  requirements t h a t  were placed.', 
on you, of you t h a t  day? 

A. A t  t h a t  time o r  j u s t  any time? 

Q A t  t h a t  time. 

A.  A t  t h a t  t ime, I j u s t  c a n ' t  t i e  it down t o  t h a t  
time frame, s ir ,  I j u s t  c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  We had f requen t  meetings 
i n  t h a t  a rea .  

,Q .. Well we  have s e v e r a l  peg p o i n t s ,  we had Colonel 
HUTTER coming i n  and--

( In te rpos ing)  Yes, sir,  b u t  I--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  The opera t ion  Burl ington T r a i l  and 
Norfolk Victory s t a r t i n g  and then  we have t h a t  one group of 
c a s u a l t i e s  on t h e  13th ,  and a c t u a l l y  Norfolk Victory I 
terminated on t h e  19 th  of t h a t  month a f t e r h a v i n g  been i n  oper-
a t i o n  f o r  about 12 days,  which a t  t h a t  time was q u i t e  a long 
ARVN operat ion, ., 
. -, 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  it. 

Q- . You r e c a l l  Colonel HENDERSON, o r  Major MCKNIGHT, 
o r  f o r  t h a t  mat ter  Colonel BARKER coming t o  your o f f i c e  and 
d iscuss ing  anything concerning Son My about t h i s  time? You 
know Colonel HENDERSON, I ' m  sure?  

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  the  11th Brigade. 
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Q Yes. 

A. Yes, I m e t  him. 

Q. You remember h i s  3? Major MCKNIGHT? 

A. Yes, sir, I remember him. 

Q A t a l l  r a t h e r  t h i n  chap? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And you know BARKER? 

A. Yes, sir.  S i r ,  again I c a n ' t  t i e  it down t o  t h a t  
t i m e .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  recall. 

Q. Time - t o  t ime, coming down t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  Son My 
o r  any c a s u a l t i e s  which may have been i n f l i c t e d  Sy t h e  Ameri-
cans,  i n  t h i s  a rea .  o r  anything of t h i s  na tu re?  

A. Not a t  all. I can 't r e c a l l ,  sir,  and I d o n ' t  know 
whether t h i s  would have been repor ted  by Major MCKNIGHT o r  t h a t  
group of people o r  j u s t  who, but  dur ing  the  opera t ion  about t h i s  
time--about mid-March o r  so--the America1 repor ted  qood c o n t a c t  
i n  t h a t  a r e a  and good body count which you r e l a t e d  t o  me e a r l i e r .  
I c a n ' t  remember t h e  number, but  I can say t h a t  t h i s  was pro-
bably discussed.  MCXNIGHT came up t o  our  p l a c e  o f t e n .  I c a n ' t  
remember a s p e c i f i c  meeting. 

Q. During t h i s  opera t ion ,  Norfolk Victory,  I can ima-
g ine  t h a t  Major MCKNIGHT was up t o  see  you more than a few t imes ,  
because t h e  U.S. p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h a t  ope ra t ion  was provided by 
t h e  11th Brigade, 1/20 B a t t a l i o n  p lus  C/4/3 .  

A. S i r ,  it might h e l p  i f  I could look a t  t h a t  a c t u a l  
a r e a  t h a t  Norfolk Victory took p l a c e  i n .  

(The wi tness  i s  s tudying  MAP-5 and MAP-9.) 

Q. I f  you t ake  o f f  t h a t  p iece  of paper y o u ' l l  j u s t  
ba re ly  g e t  i n t o  it. There is Norfolk Victory on t h a t  moun-
t a i n  complex. 
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A.  Let me t h i n k  j u s t  a minute, sir .  We ran a l o t  of 
opera t ions  o u t  t h e r e  and never turned up much when the  ARVN went 
ou t  t h e r e ,  and I do r e c a l l  now the  America1 going i n  the re .  A; 
I r e c a l l  t h e r e  w a s  nothing of p a r t i c u l a r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h a t  they 
d i d  on t h a t  opera t ion .  

Q They d i d n ' t  t u r n  up much on t h e  f i r s t  one. It was 
n o t  r e i n s t a t e d  u n t i l  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  you depar ted  and began again 
with Norfolk Victory 11. 

A. I c a n ' t  remember anything s i g n i f i c a n t .  

Q Did you ever  hea r  of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of anything
t h a t  may have been going on o r  anything t h a t  may have t r ans -
p i r e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  of Son M y  Vi l lage  i n  the  e a s t e r n  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  by t h e  U.S. o r  by the ARVN? 

A. N o ,  sir. 

Q. Now, you were around t h e r e  q u i t e  a b i t .  A s  a 
mat ter  of f a c t ,  I th ink  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time you were j u s t  
about t h e  o l d e s t  hand a v a i l a b l e  a s  f a r  a s  longev i ty ,  t h e r e .  
Did you ever  have cause--hearing a l l  those f i g u r e s  on t h i s  
opera t ion ,  and knowing t h e  48th Local Force B a t t a l i o n  and t h e  
var ious  VC u n i t s  t h a t  were o u t  t h e r e ,  and hear ing  t h i s  VC 
propaganda, and t h e s e  o t h e r  th ings  t h a t  were coming t o  you. 
Did you ever  have cause t o  suspec t  something went awry o r  
something unusual happened ou t  t h e r e ,  i n  about mid-March 1968? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d i d n ' t .  That a r e a ,  a s  I ' m  s u r e  you 
determined by now, w a s  a VC hotbed more o r  l e s s .  Everytime 
we would run opera t ions  t h e r e  we would have some con tac t  and 
usual ly  we took t h e  b run t  of t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  from mines, booby 
t r a p s ,  and s n i p e r  f i r e .  And only r a r e l y  were we a b l e  t o  t u r n  
up any r e a l  heavy c o n t a c t ,  and of course t h i s  time per iod  was 
r i g h t  on t h e  h e e l s  of t h e  Tet  o f fens ive  and th ings  were s t i l l  
going p r e t t y  a c t i v e l y  around t h e r e .  The r e p o r t s  t h a t  came i n  
seem t o  me t o  be i n  l i n e  with t h a t  a r e a ,  t h a t  i s ,  the  body 
count t h a t  t h e  Americans o r  t h e  America1 repor ted  seemed 
t o  me e n t i r e l y  f e a s i b l e ,  t h a t  they could c o n t a c t  an enemy 
f o r c e  and k i l l  t h a t  many people.  Propaganda a s p e c t s ,  t r ans -
l a t e d  propaganda j u s t  sounded t y p i c a l  t o  me of th ings  of t h i s  
na tu re  t h a t  I had read  i n  8 months and my impression was t h a t  
nothing unusual had happened. 
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A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I would and I i n  r e t r o s p e c t - - i t  seems 
hard t o  b e l i e v e  I wouldn ' t  r e c a l l  such a meeting but  I cannot 
r e c a l l  a t t end ing  t h a t  type of meeting. 

Q They descr ibed  the  meeting a s  r e l a t e d  t o  VC pro-
paganda, t h a t  was being d iscussed .  You i n  no way r e l a t e  your 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  A p r i l  12 memorandum, and what Colonel TOAN 
ind ica ted  'on the  document t o  any v i s i t  by Colonel HENDERSON, 
Maj o r  MCXNI GHT? 

A. Something j u s t  c l i cked .  I ' m  glad we continued 
t o  d i scuss  it, because I do remember, I can remember Colonel 
HENDERSON saying now--he was i n  Quang Ngai, he d i d  come and I 
guess MCXNIGHT w a s  with him. I d o n ' t  remember. I remember 
Colonel HENDERSON and t h i s  s u b j e c t  d id  come up. Colonel HEN-
DERSON t h a t  h e - - l e t ' s  see  how he pu t  i t ,  he go t  word of t h e  
a l l eged  i n c i d e n t ,  he immediately flew i n t o  t h e  a r e a  i n  h i s  
h e l i c o p t e r .  Went down among h i s  t roops ,  t h e  company involved,  
and walked around and asked t h e  var ious s o l d i e r s ,  I b e l i e v e  was 
t h e  way he pu t  it. And t a l k e d  t o  the  people on the  ground, a  
r i f leman and what have you, a s  he put it " I  looked them i n  t h e  
eye and asked them i f  they saw anything t h a t  had happened. I f  
any c i v i l i a n s  were s h o t  and so f o r t h , "  and they a l l  answered 
"No," he s a i d ,  "I'm convinced nothing happened." I do r e c a l l  
t h a t .  

Q W e l l ,  now can you put  t h a t  i n t o  con tex t  of who 
was t h e r e ,  who w a s  t a l k i n g  about it. 

A. I n  our  meeting, s i r ?  

Q. Y e s .  You've go t  yourse l f  and Colonel HENDERSON 
and who e l s e ?  

A. Colonel TOAN and Colonel HUTTER. A s  I say I ' m  
su re  MCKNIGHT--he w a s  always with him. My coun te rpa r t  would 
have been t h e r e  and I can only assume t h a t  Major EARLE and 
Major PHO were the re .  They had t o  be. That would have been 
the  e x t e n t  of the  meeting of the  group and I do r e c a l l  him 
saying that--now t h a t  he g o t  t h e  r e p o r t  and t h i s ,  as  I r e c a l l ,  
w a s  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  the  opera t ion  o r  j u s t  as  t h e  opera t ion  term-
ina ted ,  because he s a i d  he a c t u a l l y  flew t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a ,  
landed and a s  he put  it he walked among h i s  t roops  on t h e  
ground and quest ioned s e v e r a l  of them. 
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10: You pu t  t h i s  back i n  t h e  March time frame then 
r a t h e r  than  i n  Apr i l .  What I was going t o  ask you about was 
whether t h i s  d i scuss ion  was i n  conjunct ion wi th  t h e  propaganda? 

A. As f a r  as t h e  time of t h e  meeting, sir--

MR MACCRATE: ( In te rpos ing)  Was he t a l k i n g  about something t h a t  
he had j u s t  done o r  was he i n  a l a t e r  con tex t  t a l k i n g  about 
what he had done e a r l i e r ?  

A. E a r l i e r ,  t h a t  was the  con tex t ,  sir.  This meeting, 
our  meeting would have taken p lace  as  I r e c a l l  e i t h e r  o r  r i g h t  
around e a r l y  Apr i l .  Right around t h e  1st of Apr i l .  

I0: Well, t e l l  me was he--at t h a t  time around t h e  1st 
of A p r i l  h i s  l e g  would have been i n  a c a s t .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I d o n ' t  know what happened but  h i s  l e g  
w a s .  Our meeting, I ' m  f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  was dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  week 
of Apr i l .  

MR MACCRATE: How do you f i x  it as being t h e  f i r s t  as  being 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from the  second week of Apr i l?  

A. I remember it, because it was s h o r t l y  a f t e r  I 
re+=med from R&R i n  late March. I remember it very w e l l ,  I 
m e t  my wife i n  Hawaii, bu t  it was about a week o r  s o  a f t e r  I 
re turned .  I re tu rned  from Hawaii about 28 March, somewhere 
around t h e r e ,  s o  it was, as t h e  b e s t  I can r e c a l l ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
p a r t  of Apr i l .  He was d i scuss ing  what he done r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  
i n c i d e n t ,  n o t  something he had j u s t  done t h e  day before.  

Q. What w a s  he d i scuss ing  it f o r ?  

A. W e l l ,  somehow t h e  ques t ion  came up o r  t h e  s u b j e c t  
came up, a s  t o  whether Colonel TOAN asked him, o r  Colonel HUTTER 
asked him, o r  he volunteered it. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q Do you r e c a l l  any i n d i c a t i o n  of what was supposedly 
t o  be t h e  source of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s ?  Here Colonel HENDERSON 
i s  t a l k i n g  about what he d i d  and reassur ing  Colonel TOAN t h a t  
he had looked i n t o  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  Now, was he responding t o  
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a  p iece  of  propaganda o r  was he responding t o  a r e p o r t  t h a t  
had been s e n t  t o  him? Was t h e r e  any r e fe rence  t h a t  t h e  Ameri- 
c a l  Divis ion had s a i d  something t o  him o r  something he had 
go t t en  from province,  something he had g o t t e n  o u t  of i n t e l l i -
gence channels? 

A. My impression,  as I r e c a l l ,  was t h a t  it was i n  
response t o  a ques t ion  from Colonel TOAN, bu t  I can r e c a l l  no 
re fe rence  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON made about a r e p o r t  o r  d i rec -
t i v e  from General KOSTER o r  anything of t h a t  mat ter  t o  i n v e s t i -
g a t e  it. 

10: Did he say anything about ,  a t  t h a t  t ime, t h a t  he 
had i n v e s t i g a t e d  i t ?  

A. Well, t h e  only t h i n g  he s a i d  t h e r e ,  was he had 
i n v e s t i g a t e d  it on t h e  s p o t  j u s t  a s  t h e  opera t ion  terminated.  
I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether he-- 

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Did he say anything about having 
t o l d  General KOSTER about it o r  having prepared a r e p o r t  on 
it, o r  anything of t h i s  na tu re?  

A. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  saying,  sir. 

Q. Why do you suppose Colonel TOAN would have asked 
him a ques t ion  l i k e  t h a t ?  

YYGIIA. Val- 7 1 , j ~ s tt o  find c ~ ti f  hs ,  t h e  Sr igzde  ec~x1-;lan2er, 
was aware of it or--

Q. ( In te rpos ing)  Of what? 

A. Of t h e  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  supposedly had taken 
place.  That t h e  c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d .  What he had dcne 
about it. 

Q. What prompted Colonel-TOAN t o  say t h a t ?  

A.  Well, t h e  only answer t o  t h a t  t h a t  I can g ive  is 
h i s  t a l k i n g  f a c e  t o  f a c e  with t h e  man who commanded the  troops-- 

Q (Interposing) I understand that, O n  what basis 
would Colonel TOAN make such an a l l e g a t i o n  o r  s ta tement?  He 
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j u s t  d i d n ' t  come out  of t h e  b l u e ,  you know, "You killed--Task 
Force Barker k i l l e d  1 2 8 ,  were these  m i l i t a r y  o r  were t h e s e  
c i v i l i a n s . "  Did he say anything about having received a r e p o r t  
a t  any time t h a t  Americans had k i l l e d  some Vietnamese? 

A. H e  must have, s i r ,  I don't--

Q. (Interposing!  D i d .  he  say anythin9 abo12.t a v i l l a g e
ch ie f  r e p o r t  t h a t  he perhaps knew of a t  t h a t  t ime,  which a l l eged  
the Americans k i l l e d  more than  a few Vietnamese? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q I r e f e r  you t o  Exh ib i t  M-31. This is a l e t t e r  
r e p o r t  from the D i s t r i c t  Chief of Son Tinh Dis t r ic t - -wai t  a 
minute,  I gave you t h e  wrong one. I gave you M-49 which i s  a 
paper da ted  22 March, Sub jec t :  Report of  A l l i e d  Operations on 
1 6  March. This is signed by M r .  LUYEN who i s  t h e  v i l l a g e  chief  
of Son My Vi l l age .  Would you check t h a t  t o  s e e  i f  t h i s  is  what 
he perhaps was r e f e r r i n g  t o .  I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  from Colonel TOAN t o  
Colonel HENDFXSON . 

WeePl r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime 

(The hea r ing  recessed  a t  1 4 4 2  hours, 4 March 1970 .) 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1445 hours ,  4 March 1970,)  

- 10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : A l l  pe rsons  p r e s e n t  when t h e  h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a r e  
aga in  p r e s e n t .  

I0: Does t h a t  do anyth ing  ' to  r e f r e s h  your inemory about  

t h e  b a s i s  of your d i s c u s s i o n  between Colonel  TOAN and Colonel  

HENDERSON? 


A. No, s i r ,  it could have been. ' I never  b e l i e v e  I 
saw t h i s .  This  could  have very  w e l l  have been t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  
d i s c u s s i o n .  

Q. You n o t i c e  on t h a t  one i n c l o s u r e  t h a t  you have 

he re ,  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  one paper  t h a t  i s  a l s o  r e f e r e n c e d ,  say-

i n g  t h a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  had r e c e i v e d  t h e  r e p o r t  from t h e  

v i l l a g e  c h i e f .  


'A. Right ,  s ir .  

Q. Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f  ' s  

r e p o r t  a t  a l a t e r  d a t e ,  and a l s o  E x h i b i t  M-28, which i s  from 

t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  t o  t h e  p rov ince  c h i e f  which you w i l l  no te .  

And this E x h i b i t  M-28, y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  it i s  subsequent  t o  

t h e  r e c e i p t  o f  E x h i b i t  M-49 which i s  t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ' s  re-

p o r t .  Do you r e c a l l  t h i s  being-- 


A. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s ir ,  I can 't.. . . 
10: M r .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: General  PEERS asked you a  l i t t l e  wh i l e  ago about  
whether you heard 02 a r e p o r t  from t h e  census ~ r i e v a n c e  channels .  
Colonel  G U I N N  h a s  'g iven  tes t imony t h a t  he b e l i e v e s  he r ece ived  
in format ion  through census  g r i evance  channe ls  and he went on t o  
say whenever he r e c e i v e d  t h e  in format ion :  

I 

" I  went t o  Duc Pho, Headquar ters  of t h e  1 1 t h  
Brigade a t  t h a t  t ime and t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  
HENDERSON, Oran K .  HENDERSON t h e  b r igade  commander, 
and I passed  t h l s  ~ n f o r m a t l o n  on t o  h i m ,  because 
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of t h e  ser iousness  of the  a l l e g a t i o n s .  1500 people 
is 2 l o t  of people t o  be k i l l i n g  on one opera t ion .  
I t o l d  him, s o  he could s t a r t  conducting an inves-
t i g a t i o n  on h i s  own, a l s o  t h e  information came i n  
t o ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t o  the  province chief  and it a l s o  
went t o  t h e  2d ARVN Division."  

And "hen he says ,  

" I ' m  only specu la t ing ,  I th ink  General TOAN a t  
t h a t  t ime, who commanded t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion 
passed t h i s  information on t o  General KOSTER who 
commanded t h e  America1 Divis ion ."  

We have been t r y i n g  t o  determine whether the  r e p o r t  we obtained 
while  we were i n  Vietnam from census gr ievance channels ,  which 
i s  Exh ib i t  M-31, was i n  f a c t  poss ib ly  t h e  e a r l i e s t  r e p o r t  
Colonel G U I N N  received.  I would l i k e  t o  show you t h a t  and see  
i f  t h e r e  is  anything i n  t h a t  r e p o r t  t h a t  r e f r e s h e s  any recol -  
l e c t i o n  of yours,  as  t o  what Colonel G U I N N  may have t o l d  you 
o r  anything t h a t  you may have heard a t  t h i s  meeting with Col- 
onel  HENDERSON that may h e l p  you s o r t  of t i e  these  events  to-  
ge the r ,  You ' l l  n o t i c e  t h e  numbers on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t ,  
Consensus Grievance Report, a r e  d i f f e r e n t  from what Colonel 
G U I N N  had r e c a l l e d  when he e a r l i e r  gave. testimony t h a t  it 
wasn ' t  t h a t  1500 f i g u r e ,  t h e r e  i s  a r e fe rence  t o  4 2 7 ,  o r  80 
---in CO Lny, 320 i n  +,h_e slAhzmlets of Thnan Yen 225 Einh  Scng. 
Any of those re fe rences  r e l a t e  themselves f o r  you t o  e i t h e r  
conversa t ions  with Colonel G U I N N  o r  t h e  meeting you have des- 
c r ibed  between Colonel HENDERSON and Colonel TOAN? 

A. No, s i r ,  no t  t h a t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q. Is t h e r e  any re fe rence  i n  t h i s  meeting t o  Colonel 
GUINN t h a t  you can reca l l - -d id  Colonel HENDERSON i n  any way 
r e l a t e  h i s  d i scuss ion  t o  Colonel GUINN? 

A.  . Not t h a t  I can remember, sir. 

10: Major HANCOCK, a t  t h i s  time we ' re  going t o  r ecess  
f o r  t h e  e x p l i c i t  purpose of g iv ing  you some time t o  r e f l e c t .  
I th ink  you can see  from my l i n e  of ques t ioning  what we ' re  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  
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A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q .  And our  i n t e r e s t  i n  these  documents and t h e  asso-
c i a t i o n  between t h e s e  documents and the  a c t o r s ,  the  people on 
the  scene, on t h e  American s i d e  of the  advisory group, and t h e  
ARVN s t a f f  on the  p r o v i n c i a l  s t a f f ,  and t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  advisory 
group. 

So what we would l i k e  t o  do i s  have you come back 
f o r  a 'few minutes tomorrow morning t o  more o r  l e s s  f i n i s h  the  
t h i n g  o f f .  You're r i g h t  on t h e  verge of so  many t h i n g s  t h a t  
j u s t  d o n ' t  seem t o  q u i t e  f i t  a t  the  moment. Maybe some of these  
w i l l  come t o  mind which would be very h e l p f u l  f o r  us .  Major 
LYNN w i l l  be he re ,  we do n o t  want these  documents t o  be re-
moved from here .  Major LYNN can make these  documents a v a i l -  
able s o  you can look a t  them and see  i f  anything i n  any of  
these  documents w i l l  do anything t o  r e f r e s h  your memory. 

MR MACCRATE: You a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  you have, a t  l e a s t ,  an 
address book with you. Whether t h a t  con ta ins  any information 
t h a t  might c o r r e l a t e  o r  r e l a t e  i n  any way--I would hope t h a t  
you would a v a i l  yourse l f  t o  t h a t  a t  t h e  same time. 

A. That w i l l  have t o  be t o n i g h t ,  s ir ,  i t ' s  back 
i n  my q u a r t e r s .  

10: We'l l  r e c e s s  a t  this time. 

(The hea r ing  recessed a t  1455 hours ,  4 March 
1970.) 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  0900 hours ,  5 March 
1970.) 

I0: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR: The fo l lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, MA3 ZYCKOWSKI, and M A J  LYNN. 

S i r ,  t h e  hea r ing  r e c a l l s  Major HANCOCK. 

( M A J  HANCOCK was r e c a l l e d  as  a w i t n e s s ,  was re-
minded o f  h i s  o a t h ,  and t e s t i f i e d  a s  fol lows :) 

I0: Major HANCOCK, we recessed  yes te rday  i n  o rde r  t o  
provide a  l i t t l e  oppor tuni ty  t o  do some r e f l e c t i n g ,  s o  a t  t h i s  
time I ' l l  j u s t  t u r n  i t  over  t o  you and s e e  i f  anything has been 
brought f o r t h .  

A. A l l  r i g h t ,  sir.  I d i d  have t ime t o  r e f l e c t  and I 
t h i n k  i t  was u s e f u l  . i n  t h a t  I w i l l  t r y  t o  t i e  toge the r  a l i t t l e  
b e t t e r  than I d i d  yes terday ,  e x a c t l y  what I can remember and 
t h e  sequence t h a t  I remember it. I can r e c a l l  r ece iv ing  i n f o r -  
mation from Colonel G U I N N  by word of mouth, a s  I r e c a l l  s t i l l  
i n  an informal  s e t t i n g ,  t h a t  t h e  Vietnamese had a l l eged  t h a t  
c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d .  A s  I r e c a l l ,  i t  was i n  t h e  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t .  Colonel G U I N N  rece ived  t h i s  information from h i s  
advisory people and, a s  b e s t  I can remember, t h a t  would have 
been Major G A V I N ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  adv i so r .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  th is - -  
and t h i s  was roughly mid t o  l a t e  March a s  I can r e c a l l - - s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  t h i s  I can r e c a l l  see ing  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  VC broad-
cast i n t e r c e p t  which i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d  
i n  Son My Vi l lage .  Following this I d i scussed  t h i s  b r i e f l y  wi th  
Colonel G U I N N  then ,  as  best--then I r e c a l l  s ee ing  t h e  document 
r eques t ing  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  be made, w i t h  Colonel T O A N ' s  
no te  i n  t h e  margin t e l l i n g  t h e  s e c t o r  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s  and 
i f  it was confirmed of course they  would coord ina te  with t h e  
Americal. I f  i t  was n o t  a c o r r e c t  r e p o r t  then  t o  squelch t h e  
t h i n g  immediately. 

Then t h e  next  t h i n g  I can r e c a l l  about t h i s  was t h e  
meeting t h a t  took p lace  some t ime i n  e a r l y  t o  mid-April w i th  
Colonel HENDERSON, h i s  3 ,  Major MCKNIGHT, Colonel TOAN t h e  div- 
i s i o n  commander, Colonel HUTTER, myself ,  m y  coun te rpa r t  t h e  div-  
ision G 3  and probably Major PKO and Major EARLE. I j u s t  c a n ' t  
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confirm t h a t .  I n  t h i s  meeting somehow t h e  s u b j e c t  came up and 
he asked Colonel HJ2NDERSON about the  s i t u a t i o n ,  because a t  t h a t  
time Colonel HENDERSON mentioned--shortly a f t e r  t h e  opera t ion  
i n  ques t ion ,  he landed i n  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a r e a ,  had t a l k e d  t o  h i s  
t roops  on the  ground and had questioned s e v e r a l  of them face  
t o  face .  He asked i f  they had any knowledge whatsoever of k i l l i n g  
Vietnamese c i v i l i a n s  and t h e  answer he go t  according t o  him--
no one t h e r e  knew anything about it. He i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he was 
convinced t h a t  a t  t h a t  time nothing had happened. The c i v i l i a n s  
had n o t  been k i l l e d .  

Following t h a t  I cannot r e c a l l  any d i scuss ion  o r  
see ing  any documents p e r t a i n i n g  t o  the  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t  and i n  
f a c t  the  impression I r e c a l l  being l e f t  wi th ,  was it was a  closed 
i s s u e .  That i n  f a c t  nothing had happened and w a s  j u s t  another  
rumor t h a t  had e i t h e r  been i n i t i a t e d  by t h e  VC through t h e i r  
propaganda o r  by some o t h e r  means. I t  was j u s t ,  a s  f a r  a s  I 
can determine, just a c losed  i s s u e  a t  t h a t  p o i n t .  My impression 
w a s  t h a t  nothing wrong had happened. 

Q. With r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  las t  meeting you were t a l k i n g  
about with HENDERSON, MCXNIGHT, TOAN, and y o u r s e l f ,  you indic-
a t e d  Colonel HUTTER w a s  t h e r e .  

Y e s ,  sir, 

Q You're s u r e  t h a t  he was t h e r e  a t  t h a t  time? 

A .  That is my impression, s ir .  I t ' s  just--anytime 
we had any meeting wi th  Colonel TOAN, where Colonel TOAN was, 
so w a s  Colonel HUTTER. I ' m  about 99 percent  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  
Colonel HUTTER w a s  p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t  meeting. 

Q. I n o t i c e d  here  t h a t  i n  your' sequence a s  you have 
given them, you have t h e  VC broadcast  and Major P H O ' s  note  
t o  Colonel TOAN--had a c t u a l l y  preceded t h i s ?  

A.  A s  b e s t  I can r e c a l l ,  yes ,  s ir .  

Q. . That would have put  t h i s  a t  some time a f t e r  then,  
t h e  12 th  of Apr i l .  P H O ' s  l e t t e r  t o  Colonel TOAN i s  da ted  t h e  
12th ,  s o  e i t h e r  one of those could have been, perhaps,  the  t h i n g  
t h a t  p r e c i p i t a t e d  t h i s  and t h a t  t h i s  meeting took p lace .  a s  you 
have i n d i c a t e d ,  a f t e r  t h e s e  o t h e r  th ings  had t r a n s p i r e d ?  
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A. Yes, s ir .  I 

Q a When you i n d i c a t e d  you had d iscussed  t h i s  VC broad-
cast b r i e f l y  with Colonel G U I N N ,  t h i s  was a f t e r  he had t o l d  
you about r e c e i v i n g  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  concerning c i v i l i a n s  being 
k i l l e d .  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  it probably came from Major GAVIN,  
t h e  advisory group a t  Son Tinh. What was Colonel G U I N M 1 s  re-
a e t i o n ' t o  t h i s  VC propaganda? 

6 A. A s  b e s t  I can r e c a l l ,  s i r ,  it was just one, w e l l ,  
i t  was probably j u s t  another  b i t  of f a l s e  propaganda. This 
i s  t h e  impression I had throughout t h i s  whole a f f a i r ,  f r a n k l y ,  
t h a t  it was something t h a t  had n o t  happened, bu t  something 
t h e  VC were t r y i n g  t o  make t h e  people bk l i eve  had happened. 

Q Going back t o  your i n i t i a l  d i scuss ion  with Colonel . 
, GUINN, what d i d  he say he was doing wi th  t h i s  information? 

Y o u  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he had some i n f o r p e t i o n  z i l e g i n q  t h a t  some 
c i v i l i a n s  had been k i l l e d .  Did he g ive  an i n d i c a t i o n  t o  what 
he was going t o  do? Was he going t o  r e p o r t  this--whether he 
was i n v e s t i g a t i n g  o r  exac t ly  what? 

li, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  mentioning anything about 
t h a t ,  sir. 

Q Did you ever  d i scuss  any of t h i s  with Colonel 
HUTTER? 

A. 'fiat t h a t  .I can r e c a l l .  

& Other than  the  f a c t  he was a t  t h i s  meeting and 
therefore- -

A. ( In te rpos ing)  The b e s t  I can r e c a l l  he would have 
been i n  t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  d i scuss ion ,  s i r .  S i r ,  I might add t o  
b e t t e r  desc r ibe  t h e  context  of t h i s  whole th ing .  A t  no time 
dur ing  t h e s e  even t s  t h a t  I have l i s t e d  do 1 , r e c a l l  t h a t  t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n  was made much of an i s s u e  a t  a l l ,  except  when Colonel 
HENDERSON was t e l l i n g  Colonel TOAN, "Well, I have i n v e s t i g a t e d  
it and t o  t h e  b e s t  of knowledge nothing happened--nothing 
wrong has happened." This was t h e  only t ime a s  1 look back 
t h a t  . it  was given any importance a t  a l l .  I t  was j u s t  a pass ing  
b i t  of information.  
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Q- With r e s p e c t  t o  Major P H O ' s  no te  t o  Colonel TOAN, 
do you r e c a l l  where you had seen t h i s  and t h e  circumstances 
under .which you had seen i t ?  

A. . I th ink  it would have been i n  my o f f  i c e ,  a s  p a r t  
of a G 2  type  reading  f i l e ,  s i r ,  t o  the  b e s t  I can r e c a l l .  

Q. Can you remember d i scuss ing  t h i s  wi th  Major EARLE 
a t  a l l ?  

A. We may have d iscussed  it very b r i e f l y ,  s ir ,  i f  a t  
a l l ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d i scuss ing  it. 

Q. Was it youroopinion t h a t  i f  t h e r e  had been any con-
cern  on t h e  p a r t  of Colonel TOAN and t h e  o t h e r  ARVN t h a t  were 
p r e s e n t ,  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON'S d i scuss ion  t h e r e  a s  t o  what 
he had t o l d  them about what he had checked i n t o ,  t h a t  t h i s  
may have a l l a y e d  any suspic ion  o r  anything which they may have 
had? 

A. My impression w a s  t h a t  Colonel TOAN accepted t h i s  
explanat ion.  I never d i d  g e t  t h e  impression t h a t  Colonel TOAN 
was e x c i t e d  over- it a t  any time. He would u s u a l l y  speak h i s  
mind t o  t h e  Americans. He wasn ' t  r e t i c e n t  about g iv ing  h i s  
opinion. I had t h e  impression he accepted Colonel HENDERSON'S 
explanat ion  and f e l t  t h a t  nothing had happened. This i s  
j u s t  my impression. 

Q M r .  YACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: Do you r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c s ,  f u r t h e r  s p e c i f i c s  
of what Colonel HENDERSON s a i d ?  A t  t he  time d i d  he make any 
re fe rence  t o  d i scuss ions  with General KOSTEK o r  anyone from 
t h e  America1 Divis ion? 

A. S i r ,  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  any mention of  t a l k i n g  t o  
General KOSTER. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him saying t h a t .  I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  anything e l s e  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  For some reason,  about 
the  only t h i n g  I can remember about the  d i scuss ion  is  t h e  
f a c t  he s a i d '  he had t a l k e d  t o  h i s  people on t h e  ground and 
t a lked  t o  s e v e r a l  s o l d i e r s  and they had i n d i c a t e d  t o  him t h a t  
they knew nothing about  any such i n c i d e n t ,  bu t  I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
anything beyond t h a t .  
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Q. Was it your impression t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON came 
t o  s e e  Colonel TOAN f o r  t h e  purpose of t a l k i n g  about t h i s ?  

A. At P e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  t h a t ,  yes ,  sir. A s  I r e c a l l  he 
was t h e r e  more--or a t  l e a s t  p a r t l y  t o  exchange information and 
coordina te  on an opera t ion  o r  var ious  opera t ions  t h a t  had taken 
place.  

Q This would have been a t  t h e  time of Norfolk Victory
opera t ion?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q Can you r e c a l l  any i n d i c a t i o n  from Colonel HENDERSON 
o r  Major MCKNIGHT t h a t  it may have been suggested t o  them by 
Colonel G U I N N ,  o r  by General YOUNG, o r  someone i n  d i v i s i o n ,  t h a t  
they should come over f o r  t h i s  purpose and t a l k  t o  Colonel TOAN? 

A. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  impression, s ir ,  

Q *  About how long d id  t h a t  meeting go on? Any recol -
l e c t i o n s  on i t ' s  dura t ion?  

A. N o ,  sir, probably 30 minutes. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  re -
member t h a t .  

Q A t  this p a r t i c u l a r  meeting, Colonel G U I N N  was n o t  
p r e s e n t  w a s  he? 

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  he was, sir. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  
being the re .  

Q- Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any d i scuss ion  
wi th  Colonel GUINN a f t e r  t h i s  meeting? 

A.  No, sir. 

Q. O u r  information would be,  Colonel G U I N N  a f t e r  such 
a meeting would have taken some a c t i o n  wi th  Colonel HENDERSON 
and t h i s  is  why it would seem reasonably wi th  t h e  c lose  con-
t a c t  t h a t  he had with you, t h a t  t h e r e  might be some re fe rence  
t h a t  you had been a p a r t  of Colonel HENDERSON'S v i s i t ,  b u t  
nothing of  t h a t  s o r t  seems t o  f i t  i n  with your r e c o l l e c t i o n .  
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A. NO, sir. 

10: With r e s p e c t  t o  this meeting, Major HANCOCK, do you 
r e c a l l  whether Colonel HENDERSON'S l e g  was s t i l l  i n  a c a s t  
about t h a t  time? A t  t h a t  time I know it had been. 

A. Well, I i n d i c a t e d  yesterday t h a t  I thought it was, 
but  whether it w a s  a t  t h a t  meeting o r  some other--I  r e c a l l  
see ing  him i n  a c a s t ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. When you were d iscuss ing  these  t h i n g s  d i d  Colonel 
HENDERSON appear t o  have knowledge of the  r e p o r t  from d i s t r i c t  
and of the VC propaganda? 

A. I d o n ' t  know, sir.  He j u s t  had knowledge of t h e  
a l l eged  i n c i d e n t .  How he go t  it o r  whether he was f a m i l i a r  
with the  r e p o r t s  o r  t h e  VC propaganda, I d o n ' t  know. 

Q. ' J u s t  t h i n k  back j u s t  a minute, now, i f  you can. 
A t  t h a t  meeting d i d  Colonel TOAN o r  Major PHO o r  your counter-
p a r t ,  who s t i l l  remains nameless, provide any copies  of t h e  
VC broadcast  o r  of t h e  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  ch ief  ' s  l e t t e r  t o  
the  province c h i e f ,  which t h e  2d ARVN Division rece ived  a 
copy--did they provide copies  of t h a t  m a t e r i a l  t o  Colonel 
HENDERSON o r  t o  Major MCKNIGHT a t  t h a t  time? 

A. I c a n ' t  remember t h a t  they d i d ,  s ir .  I d o n ' t  
remember g iv ing  him any type document. 

Q. Were t h e r e  any papers being handled a t  t h e  time? 

A. I d o n ' t  be l i eve  s o ,  s i r ,  only maps p e r t a i n i n g  t o  
t h e  opera t ion  as  b e s t  I can r e c a l l .  

MR MACCRATE: Did Colonel HENDERSON inc lude  a d e s c r i p t i o n  of 
the  opera t ion  i n  h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o r  response t o  Colonel TOAN? 

A. Which opera t ion ,  s i r ?  The one where t h e  i n c i d e n t  
supposedly took p lace?  

Q - , Y e s .  

A, No, sir,  n o t  t h a t  I can remember. 
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Q Going back t o  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of see ing  the  broad-
c a s t  i n t e r c e p t ,  do you r e c a l l  i n  what con tex t  you saw t h a t ?  Was 
it i n  a reading  f i l e ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  t h a t  you r e c a l l  t h a t  you 
had again d iscussed  the  ma t t e r  b r i e f l y  with Colonel G U I N N .  
What i s  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  second d i scuss ion?  

A. Only t h a t  it was mentioned, sir.  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
any s p e c i f i c s  of it. I t  j u s t  seems t o  me some mention was 
made of t h a t  broadcast  s i n c e  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  was--we had civ-
i l i a n s  k i l l e d  r i g h t  near  our a rea .  I t  seems l i k e  I d i d  men-
t i o n  t h i s  o r  Colonel G U I N N  mentioned it t o  me, bu t  i t ' s  
j u s t  again,  j u s t  a pass ing  comment s o  t o  speak. 

Q. And again no i n d i c a t i o n  of any a c t i o n  Colonel 
GUINN was t a k i n g  with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  broadcast?  

A. N o ,  sir,  

10: When Colonel G U I N N  t o l d  you about t h i s  information 
t h a t  had come from Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ,  what d i d  he say? In-
d i c a t e d  t h e  a l l e g e d  c i v i l i a n s  were k i l l e d ?  How many? By whom? 

A, Well, by whom--the America1 s o l d i e r s  and the  b e s t  
I can r e c a l l  t h i s  w a s  i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  I d o n ' t  remember 
they t i e d  it down t o  a v i l l a g e .  

Q =  Did he say anything about P i n k v i l l e  o r  anything of 
t h a t  na tu re?  

A. He may have, sir. I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember. 

Q. Do you remember anything being s a i d  about Son My, 
about Tu Cung o r  Co Luy? 

A .- No, sir, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any mention of  any v i l l a g e s  
o r  hamlets.  

Q- How about t h e  order  of magnitude? How many people 
was he t a l k i n g  about? 

(HANCOCK) 4 1  

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

A.  Severa l  hundred s t i c k s  i n  my mind. 

Q Severa l  hundred? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Did he say anything about how the  d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  
had obta ined  t h a t  information? 

A. No, s i r ,  I d o n ' t  be l i eve  he d i d .  I th ink  t h e  only 
th ing  he s a i d  was he g o t t e n  it from Major GAVIN, t he  d i s t r i c t  
ch ief  had t o l d  Major GAVIN. 

Q o He d i d  say Major GAVIN? 

A,  Well, t h i s  Is my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  
bu t  ' t h a t  is  probably what happened, sir.  

Q. Well, I say t h i s  because t h e r e  were a few days 
r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle of t h i s  when Major GAVIN was no t  p r e s e n t ,  
and t h a t  a s  you know we showed you a l e t t e r  yes terday  which 
was s igned for--or a  s ta tement  which was s igned by Captain 
RODRIGUEZ on t h e  14 th .  This was one of t h e  days t h a t  Major 
GAVIN was absent  and t h a t ' s  t h e  reason f o r  t h i s .  

A. Right,  w e l l  I c a n ' t  d e f i n a t e l y  say t h a t  he men-
tioned G~VI??.'~ nzm. 

'Q W a s  it your impression t h a t  Major GAVIN was f u l l y  
aware of t h i s ?  

A .  Y e s ,  sir, 

Q Did you ever  t a l k  t o  Major GAVIN about t h i s  a t  
a l l ?  

A. N o ,  sir. .. 

Q- Did you ever  t a l k  t o  anybody e l s e  about t h i s ?  For 
example, some of t h e  people t h a t  might have been down t h e r e ,  I 
understand t h a t  Colonel TREXLXX, for example, from t he  division 
came down. He was t h e  G 2 .  The G3, Colonel BALMER, very seldom 
l e f t  the  d i v i s i o n ,  t h e  confines  of Chu Lai ,  bu t  Colonel TREXLER 
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d id  have a l i t t l e  b i t  of freedom. Do you remember t a l k i n g  t o  
him o r  anyone else i n  h e  Arnerical Divis ion about i t ?  

A. I can  state w i t h  almost d e f i n i t e  assurance ,  I never 
t a l k e d  t o  anybody i n  t h e  Arnerical about it. Except t h i s  meeting 
with Colonel HENDERSON, Major MCKNIGHT, because a s  I say my 
impression was it was j u s t  another  rumor. I t  was very  minor i n  
na ture  a s  f a r  as anything a c t u a l l y  happening. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
e v e r  g iv ing  it a second thought.  That was t h e  con tex t  t o  me. 

Q Maybe you d i d n ' t  d i scuss  i t  with anyone e l s e ,  Major 
HANCOCK, b u t  do you r e c a l l  e i t h e r  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n ,  o r  s i t t i n g  
i n  on, o r  hea r ing  abouteany meeting which t h i s  was a t o p i c  of  
d i scuss ion  between General KOSTER with Colonel TOAN, o r  perhaps 
even General YOUNG wi th  Colonel TOAN? 

A. No, sir .  

Q Now you s t ayed  th ,ere  u n t i l ,  we ' re  t a l k i n g  now about 
mid-April , .you s t ayed  t h e r e  f o r  about another  month and a h a l f  
a f t e r  t h a t  a s  I r e c a l l .  

A .  W e l l ,  I l e f t  on 10 May, sir .  I l e f t  Quang Ngai about 
8 May. 

.Q D o  you remember up u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  you l e f t ,  even i n  
t h e  month of May, whether anyone came down from d i v i s i o n  t o  
t a l k  about t h i s ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q - When you saw t h i s  note  from Major PHO t o  Colonel TOAN, 
d i d  you d i scuss  this wi th  anybody o r  ask any ques t ions  about t h a t ,  
because t h a t  i s  a p a r t i c u l a r  note  t h a t  Col'onel TOAN pu t  out--
i n d i c a t i v e  t o  the s ta tement  t o  have t h i s  t h i n g  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  I f  
i t  was not  s o  have t h e  Americans s t o p  it .  T h a t ' s  q u i t e  a s t r o n g  
s ta tement .  Did anybody e x h i b i t  any concern about t h a t ?  

A . .  Not t h a t  I can remember, sir.  

Q. W e l l ,  t o  t h i s  n o t e  from PHO t o  Colonel TOAN, was a 
copy of the d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  memo of 11 A p r i l ,  appended 
t o  i t ?  
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A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  

Q - You d o n ' t  remember see ing  t h a t ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was a t t ached  t o  t h a t ,  no, s i r .  

Q. Had you. seen i t ?  

A .  I don ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  I'd have t o  t ake  another  look 
a t  exac t ly  which document you ' r e  t a l k i n g  about.  

Q. Here is  t h e  whole b i t  of exchange between TOAN and 
PHO. This you w i l l  n o t i c e  i s  da ted  1 2  Apr i l .  I t  has a t t ached  
t o  it two p ieces  of paper.  One, looking a t  t h e  Vietnamese 
propaganda. Two, t h e  l e t t e r  from the  d i s t r i c t  ch ief  t o  t h e  
province c h i e f .  This i s  Exh ib i t  M-36. 

A. The only t h i n g  I can remember see ing ,  t h a t  I can 
r e c a l l ,  is  t h i s  document with Colonel TOAN1s note .  

Q. '" Did you subsequently see  anything e l s e  t h a t  may 
have pe r t a ined  t o  something unusual having happened i n  Son 
My o r  Son My V i l l a g e  o r  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t ?  

A. Nol sir. 

Q. A t  t h i s  meeting wi th  Colonel HENDERSON, Major MCKNIGHT 
w a s  t h e r e ?  

A.  Y e s ,  sir. 

Q And Colonel TOAN, of course ,  and yourse l f  and you ' r e  
of the impression t h a t  Colonel HUTTER was t h e r e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. And t h e r e  is  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  Major EARLE and Major
PHO were p resen t?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. You a r e  n o t  s u r e  of t h e  l a t t e r ?  

A, I ' m  n o t  s u r e ,  bu t  they probably were. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l .  
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I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  s ee ing  them the re .  

Q *  Before we r e c e s s ,  Major KANCOCK, I ' l l  g ive  you an 
opportuni ty t o  ask any ques t ions  which you may d e s i r e  t o  ask 
and i f  you would l i k e  t o ,  t o  e n t e r  a s ta tement  i n t o  t h e  record .  

NO, s i r ,  I have nothing. 

MR MACCRATE: Do you have any papers ,  Major HANCOCK, i n  Europe 
t h a t  would be contemporaneous t o  t h i s ,  t h a t  might h e l p  i n  the  
f i x i n g  of d a t e s ?  

A. No, sir,  I d o n ' t .  

I0: Before we recess  I would remind you and d i r e c t  you 
n o t  t o  d i scuss  your. testimony here  with o t h e r s ,  except  a s  you 
may be d i r e c t e d  t o  do s o  before  competent admin i s t r a t ive ,  jud-
i c i a l  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  bodies.  Now, i n  t h e  case of the  l a t t e r  1 
might i n d i c a t e  t o  you t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  you may 
be c a l l e d  before  t h e . i n v e s t i g a t i o n  subcommittee of the  House 
Armed Services  Subcommittee i n  which event  your testimony he re  
and your appearance.here would i n  no way prec lude  your t e s t i f y i n g  
before  t h a t  body o r  before any such body. 

The hear ing  w i l l  r ecess  a t  t h i s  time. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  0930 hours ,  5 March 1970.) 
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SUMMARY-OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HUTTER, Dean E.  ' COL 

DATE OF TEST1:MONY: 16 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 
--.------ .-

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: Became t h e  S e n i o r  Advisor t o  t h e  
2d ARVN D i v i s i o n  on 2 A p r i l  1968. ' 

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

a. H i . s  p o s i t i o n .  

Thz s i t n e s s  r q l s c e d  Colsne l  ZLSPZER s n  
2 A p r i l  1968 as t h e  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n .  
(pgs .  2 ,  3 ) .  H e  remained i n  t h e  c a p a c i t y  u n t i l  1 A p r i l  1969 
(pg. 3 )  

b .  H i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  ARVN pe r sonne l  and t h e i r  
a d v i s o r s .  

The w i t n e s s  was t h e  s e n i o r  American a d v i s o r  t o  
Genera l ,  t h e n  Colonel  TOAN f o r  one y e a r .  For t h e  f i r s t  
t h r e e  t o  f o u r  months t hey  had an a loo f  r e l a t i o n s h i p  fol lowed 
by a " r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  mutual  conf idence" .  They became 
f r i e n d s  as w e l l  a s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t e s  (pg. 3 ) .  The 
w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  he  had no r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Colonel  K H I E N ,  
b u t  would be  p r e s e n t  when TOAN and K H I E N  would have d i s -
cus s ions  (pgs .  3 ,  4 )  . H e  m e t  M r .  MAY on t h r e e  occas ions  
and had no p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  him 
(pg.  4 ) .  H e  had d a i l y  c o n t a c t  w i th  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  G U I N N  
b u t  t h i s  was occasioned by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t hey  l i v e d  i n  t h e  
same compound. They had no p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  ( p g s . 4 ) .  

c .  ~ e s c r i p t i o nof t h e  r a p p o r t  i n  Tropo compound. 

I n  t h e  compound t h e r e  was no l i n e  drawn between 
t h e  CORDS, t h e  prov ince  adv i so ry  teams,  and t h e  s e c t o r  
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adv isory  t e a m s  as opposed t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  adv i so ry  te'ams 
(pg. 5 ) .  The w i t n e s s  r a r e l y  went t o  t h e  o f f i c e r s '  c l u b  
b u t  s t a t e d  t h e r e  were c e r t a i n  people  who f r equen ted  t h e  
c l u b ,  among whom w a s  Colonel  GREEN,,whom he would converse  
w i t h  c a s u a l l y  (pg.  5 )  . There was a r a p p o r t  between t h e  
members o f  t h e  s t a f f s  i n  t h e i r  o f f - d u t y  hours  (pg. 5 ) .  

2 .  HIS KNOWLEDGE OF INVESTIGATIONS AND REPORTS. 

a. H i s  d e a l i n g s  w i th  HENDERSON and XOSTER. 

I f  Colonel  HENDERSON o r  General  KOSTER v i s i t e d  
Colonel  TOAN t h e y  would n o t  a r r ange  it through t h e  w i t n e s s ,  
b u t  would c o n t a c t  h i d  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  Colonel  TOAN 
w a s  t h e r e .  Normally, t hey  would c a l l  from t h e i r  h e l i c o p t e r s  
and t h e n  l a n d  (pg. 7 ) .  The wi tnes s  f e l t  he would a t t e n d  
any meet ing between TOAN and o t h e r s  i f  he was t h e r e  and was 
n o t  o the rwi se  occupied (pg. 8 ) .  I f  TOAN were t o  l e a v e  
t o  m e e t  them he could  do i t  only  by jeep  o r  by h e l i c o p t e r ,  
and i f  a  h e l i c o p t e r  was t o  be  used TOAN would clear it 
through t h e  w i t n e s s  (pgs .  16 ,  1 7 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any 
conve r sa t ions  between Colonel  HENDERSON and Colonel  TOAN 
concerning a r e p o r t  on VC propaganda (pg. 8 ) .  I t  i s  
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  h i s  deputy ,  CROMWELL o r  t h e  G3 a d v i s o r  
would a t t e n d  a meet ing t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  adv i so ry  
team, b u t  w i th  a s e n s i t i v e  s u b j e c t  such a s  t h i s ,  he d i d  n o t  
t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  would s i t  i n  ipg. 8 j  . The w i t n e s s  iiid n o t  
r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  between General  KOSTER and Colonel  
TOAN, n o r  d i d  h e  r e c a l l  TOAN say ing  t h e  ARVN's would 
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pg.  9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h e  
& r e e - o c c a s i o n s  on which he accompanied TOAN t o  Chu L a i  
t o  see General  KOSTER, two o f  them were f o r  t a c t i c a l  
reasons  and t h e  t h i r d  w a s  a s o c i a l  occas ion  (pgs .  1 4 ,  15) . 
General  YOUNG had a f i n e  r a p p o r t  wi th  TOAN and t h e  w i tnes s  
had known YOUNG f o r  many y e a r s ,  b u t  no mention w a s  made 
of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pgs .  15 ,  16) . 

b.  H i s  knowledge o f  any r e p o r t s .  

The w i t n e s s  had never  s een  E x h i b i t s  M-5, M-30, 
M-32, M-34, o r  M-36 (pgs .  5 - 7 ) .  During t h i s  p e r i o d  t h e  
w i t n e s s  w a s  becoming acqua in ted  wi th  t h e  area and a l s o  
was n o t  f r i e n d l y  wi th  Colonel  TOAN (pg. 9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  a communication could  move from TOAN t o  
HENDERSON through v a r i o u s  channe ls .  It could  e i t h e r  be 
p e r s o n a l l y  handed o v e r ,  o r  s e n t  through Major PHO t o  
an America1 l i a i s o n  a t  an a r t i l l e r y  base  (pg.  1 2 ) .  I t  
could  a l s o  be  s e n t  through Duc Pho through s e c t o r  channe ls  
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(pg. 12). The witness did not know how any message was 
transmitted (pg. 131 . 
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E X H I B I T S  
I 

E X H I B I T  
NUMBER D E S C R I P T I O N- . NOTES PAGES-

-. 

I 

I L e t t e r  f r o m  	.LT TAN t o  


N W i t  had n o t  s een .  


M-30 RODRIGUEZ I s  s t a t e m e n t  W i t  had n o t  s een .  

T O A N 1 s  d i r e c t i v e  t o  


M-32 i n v e s t i q a t e .  W i t  had n o t  s een .  

Report  from TAN t o  


M-34 K H ~ E N .  Wi~ t ' hadn o t  s een .  

I Memo from PHO concerning

. . 
M-36 VC propaqanda W i t  had n o t  s een .  


HENDERSON'S r e p o r t  w l th  

R-1 i n c l o s u r e s  W i t  had n o t  s een .  


Used t o  o r i e n t  

MAP-1 W a l l  map t h e  w i t n e s s .  
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SUMMARY OF RECALL TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: HUTTER, Dean E.  COL 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 28 February 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT: Became t h e  Sen io r  Advisor t o  t h e  2d ARVN 
Div i s ion  on 2 A p r i l  1968. 

1. KOSTER'S MEETING W I T H  TOAN. 

The w i t n e s s  was reminded t h a t  beg inn ing  on 8 A p r i l  
t w a p e r a t i o n s  began which w e r e  j o i n t l y  conducted by t h e  
26  AF,~.?? D l ~ r i s i ~ n  (pg-a d  the _nlneri-cal n j 17j sjon 5 8 )  . 
One o p e r a t i o n ,  Bur l ing ton  T r a i l ,  was*:con&eened w i t h  t h e  
opening o f  t h e  Tinh Phuc Road (pg. 2 1 ) ,  and it occu r red  
i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  a r e a  o u t  o f  Tam Ky towards t h e  C I D G  camp 
i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  o f  Kham Duc (pg. 1 8 ) .  The o t h e r  
o p e r a t i o n  was e n t i t l e d  Norfolk Vic tory  and occu r red  i n  
t h e  a r e a  w e s t  o f  Quang Ngai C i t y  (pg.  1 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
s t a t e d  Lhe r e c a l l e d  t h e  code names b u t  remembered no th ing  
i n  p a r t i c u l a r  about  t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  (pg. 1 9 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
recounted  t h e  f o u r  meet ings  t h a t  General  TOAN had w i t h  
General  KOSTER dur ing  t h i s  p e r i o d  (pgs .  1 9 ,  2 0 ) .  The 
f i r s t  meeting concerned t h e  wi thdrawal  o f  U.S. f o r c e s  
from Kham Duc. The second meeting took p l a c e  i n  General  
TOAN1s o f f i c e  and concerned t h e  p r o j e c t  f o r  opening t h e  
road t o  Tinh Phuc. The t h i r d  meeting-was a t  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  
mess a t  t h e  America1 ~ i v i s i o n  and t h e  f o u r t h  was du r ing  t h e  
change o f  command ceremony (pg. 2 0 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  
r e c a l l  Major PHO be ing  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  second meeting (pg. 21) , 
n o r  d i d  h e  r e c a l l  PBO be ing  s e n t  by TOAN t o  p i c k  up c e r t a i n  
documents which were d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  General  KOSTER (pg.  2 2 ) .  
The w i t n e s s  was informed t h a t  Major P H O ' s  t e s t imony i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  h e  p r e s e n t e d  h i s  memo and t h e  r e p o r t  and a t t a c h e d  
propaganda t o  General  KOSTER and General  TOAN and they  
d i s c u s s e d  it f o r  about  f i v e  minutes  (pg. 2 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any documents o f  t h i s  t ype  be ing  in t roduced  
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a t  t h e  meet ing (pg. 23) . The wi tnes s  was r e a d  TO&U1s 
tes t imony which i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  TOAN t o l d  KOSTER he was 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  i n c i d e n t  (pgs .  23, 24) . The w i t n e s s  d i d  
n o t  r e c o l l e c t  t h i s  conve r sa t ion  (pg. 24) . The w i t n e s s  d i d  
n o t  r e c a l l  TOAN going t o  a map and p o i n t i n g  o u t  where Tu 
Cung i s  l o c a t e d  (pg. 2 6 ) .  He was r ead  General  KOSTER1s 
tes t imony i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  he  and TOAN had d i s c u s s e d  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  a t  t h e i r  meet ing,  b u t  t h e  w i t n e s s  had no r e c o l l e c t i o n  
o f  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  (pg. 38) . He f e l t  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  he  was 
busy w i t h  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  and may n o t  have been aware o f  what 
they  were d i s c u s s i n g  (pg.  38) . The w i t n e s s  a l s o  s t a t e d  
t h a t  p o s s i b l y  he l e f t  f o r  p a r t  o f  t h e  meet ing (pg. 39) , 
a l though  he s t a t e d  t h i s  was "pure  c o n j e c t u r e "  (pgs. 39,40) . 
He w a s  reminded t h a t  t h e  meeting p o s s i b l y  took  p l a c e  on 
15  A p r i l  and was brought  about  because o f  problems 
encountered i n  t h e  Bur l ing ton  T r a i l  o p e r a t i o n  b u t  t h e  
w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  he  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  
Son My i n c i d e n t  (pg.  40) . 
2. DISCUSSIONS W I T H  LIEUTENANT COLONEL G U I N N .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  L ieu t enan t  Colonel  G U I N N  
e s c o r t e d  him around t h e  Quang Ngai Province (pg.  1 9 ) .  
~ u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  G U I N N  never  
d i s c u s s e d  any i n c i d e n t  o f  t h i s  t ype  (pg. 27) . The w i t n e s s  
was shown ~ x h i b i t  M-34, L ieu t enan t  TAN'S  l e t t e r ,  and he 
s t a t e d  t h a t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  one copy w a s  s e n t  
t o  Colonel  G U I N N  (pg.  2 7 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  h e  had never  s een  
t h e  document (pg. 2 7 ) ,  and t h a t  a copy was n o t  s e n t  t o  
t h e  2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o nAdvisory team (pg.  2 8 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
was r e a d  Major EARLE1s tes t imony which i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
G U I N N  had t o l d  him about  t h e  VC propaganda l e a f l e t  and 
s a i d  t h a t  it would be  s e n t  up through channe ls  (pgs . 3i, 3 2 j , 
The w i t n e s s  cou ld  n o t  e x p l a i n  why t h i s  was n o t  mentioned 
t o  him (pg. 3 2 ) .  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any meeting 
which occu r red  on o r  about  15 A p r i l  which G U I N N  and EARLE 
a t t e n d e d  (pg.  3 2 ) .  H e  was reminded t h a t  Major EARLE1s 
tes t imony i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  G U I N N  had made an annoucement 
a t  t h e  d a i l y  morning b r i e f i n g  about  5 0 0  c i v i l i a n s  be ing  
k i l l e d  (pg. 3 3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  G U I N N  would 
normally a t t e n d  t h e  Monday morning b r i e f i n g  which was h e l d  
a t  0800 hours  (pg. 35) . The wi tnes s  was t o l d  t h a t  Major 
EARLE i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  perhaps  Colonel  HUTTER would have 
been a t  t h e  meeting b u t  was n o t  e x a c t l y  s u r e  (pgs .  35,36) . 
The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was h i s  second Monday incoun t ry  
and he  s t a t e d  p o s s i b l y  he  was be ing  o r i e n t e d  e l sewhere  
i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg. 3 6 )  . H e  cou ld  n o t  r e c a l l  having been a t  
t h e  meet ing (pg. 3 7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  could n o t  e x p l a i n  why 
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Major EARLE knew a l l  about  t h i s  and he  d i d  n o t  (pg. 3 2 ) .  

3 .  HENDERSON ' S APPEARANCE. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON v i s i t e d  
Colonel  TOAN a "number of t imes"  (pg. 4 1 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  
one v i s i t  by HENDERSON i n  which he n o t i c e d  HENDERSON was 
l imping b u t  h e  said he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  be- 
tween t h e  two concerning VC propaganda (pg. 4 1 ) .  

4 .  VISITS  BY LIEUTENANT COLONEL BLACKLEDGE. 

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  he d i d  n o t  know an o f f i c e r  named 
BLACKLEDGE (pg. 4 2 )  . 
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EXHIBITS 


EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

TAN'S ltr to KHIEN, Wit had not seen 
M-34 11 Apr ( t r a n s )  (Quanq it. 27 

~ g a ipro^) 

I 

1 

I 
I 
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(The hea r ing  reconvened a t  1616 hours ,  16 January 
1970.) 


10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG 
PEERS, MR MACCRATE, MR WALSH, and MAJ L Y N N .  

S i r ,  t h e  next  wi tness  i s  Colonel Dean E.  HUTTER. 

(COL HUTTER was c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  as  fol lows :) 

Colonel HUTTER, f o r  t h e  record  w i l l  you p lease  
s ta te  your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number, organi-
z a t i o n ,  and s t a t i o n .  

A. Dean Edward HUTTER, Colonel, : , Chief 
of Operat ions,  Off ice  of the Deputy Chief of S t a f f  f o r  Opera- 
t i o n s ,  Headquarters,  USARPAC, Hawaii. 

RCDR: Colonel HUTTER, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  d i r e c t e d  
j o i n t l y  by t h e  Sec re ta ry  of  the  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  
United S t a t e s  Army, f o r  t h e  purpose of determining f a c t s  and 
making f ind ings  and recomner-dations concerning : 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  and subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  
t h e  chain of command of what is  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  
t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 16 March 1968 ,  and 

(2) p o s s i b l e  suppression o r  withholding of i n  for -  
mation by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  fu rn i sh  
information concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

This  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  in-  
v e s t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and circumstances of what happened a t  
My Lai .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  those  s p e c i f i c  purposes which I 
have j u s t  s t a t e d .  

General  PEERS has had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  him and 
has reviewed p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta tements  obtained i n  o t h e r  
o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My Lai i n c i d e n t .  

Your testimony w i l l  be  taken under oa th .  A ver-
bat im t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared. A t ape  recording  i s  being 
made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbatim no tes  being taken by t h e  
r e p o r t e r .  
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Although t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t es t imony,  o r  p a r t s  
of it, may l a t e r  become a m a t t e r  of  p u b l i c  knowledge. 

10: Colonel  HUTTER, b e s i d e s  myself h e r e  a t  t h e  t a b l e ,  
on my l e f t  i s  M r .  Robert  MACCRATE, a c i v i l i a n  lawyer who 
has  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Army 
t o  a s s i s t  me i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  t o  p rov ide  l e g a l  
counsel .  On my r i g h t  i s  M r .  Jerome WALSH who is  a l s o  a c i v i -
l i a n  a t t o r n e y ,  and he l i k e w i s e  has  vo lun tee red  h i s  s e r v i c e s  
t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Army t o  a s s i s t  M r .  MACCRATE and my-
s e l f  i n  t h e  performance of  ou r  f u n c t i o n .  There a r e  o t h e r  
teams, you shou ld  know, t h a t  a r e  l i k e w i s e  t a k i n g  tes t imony 
from people .  But i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s  it w i l l  be  my re-
s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  p u t  t h e  r e p o r t  t o g e t h e r  and weigh t h e  ev i -
dence and make t h e  f i n d i n g s  and t h e  recommendations t o  t h e  
Chief of S t a f f  and t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Army. 

You a r e  o rde red  n o t  t o  d i s c u s s  your  t es t imony i n  
t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o t h e r  w i t n e s s e s  
f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  excep t  i n  t h e  performance of  o f f i -
c i a l  duty  o r  a s  you may be r e q u i r e d  t o  do s o  b e f o r e  a compe-
t e n t  j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  body. Tha t  
could p o s s i b l y  i n c l u d e  an appearance b e f o r e  t h e  i n v e s t i -
g a t i v e  subcommittee of  t h e  House Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee. 
I do no t  b e l i e v e  you have been c i t e d  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge 
i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a s e  o f  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  v.  Ca l ley .  
Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Not t o  my knowledge, General .  

Q Well you 'd  know it i f  .you w e r e .  I would l i k e  t o  
s a y ,  however, t h a t  i f  by chance you e v e r  a r e  involved  i n  any 
of t h e  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  ca se s  hav ing  t o  do wi th  t h e  Son My o r  
t h e  Ny La i  i n c i d e n t ,  t h a t  your  appearance h e r e  b e f o r e  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  would i n  no way change e i t h e r  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  
o r  t h e  e f f e c t  of t hose  o r d e r s .  

A. I s e e ,  

10: Colonel  HUTTER, would you s ta te  t h e  d a t e  you be-
came t h e  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  t o  the 2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  Quanq Ngai 
Province? 

A. 2 ~ p r i l1968, General .  
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& A s  I r e c a l l  from previous tes t imony,  you replaced 
Colonel ULSAKER, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q. How long d id  you s t a y  i n  t h a t  capaci ty?  

A. U n t i l  1Apr i l  1 9 6 9 .  

Q. Since t h e  mat ter  of t h e  My Lai ( 4 )  i n c i d e n t  has 
become p u b l i c  knowledge, genera l ly  speaking i n  t h e  l a s t  p a r t  
of September, t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of October 1969, have you had 
any conversat ions concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t  o r  t h e  poss ib le  
r e p o r t i n g  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  with anybody e i t h e r  connected with 
your advisory group, t h e  Quang Ngai advisory group, o r  with 
t h e  America1 Divis ion? 

A. Negative, sir.  

Q- In genera l  terms would you t e l l  us your r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p  w i t h  Colonel,  l a t e r  General ,  TOAN? 

A. My r e l a t i o n s h i p  was t h a t  of h i s  s e n i o r  American 
advisor  f o r  t h e  yea r  i n  ques t ion .  For t h e  f i r s t  3 t o  
4 months it was only p ro fess iona l  f o r  t h e  reason t h a t  I 
had nothing good t o  say t o  him. I t  was a l l  pedantry with 
r e spec t  t o  what I could s e e  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  of t h e  performance 
of h i s  d i v i s i o n .  I speak now only of the t a c t i c a l  a ~ p l i c a -  
t i o n  of t h e  advisory funct ion .  We were on a p o l i t e  b u t  very 
aloof  r e l a t i o n s h i p  f o r  about t h e  f i r s t  4 months. Only 
a f t e r  I had been i n  country long enough t o  t r u l y  a s s e s s  some 
of t h e  r e l a t i v i t y  of h i s  p o s i t i o n  with r e s p e c t  t o  a compara-
b l e  American o f f i c e r ,  could I understand some of h i s  problems. 
A f t e r  t h a t ,  and a f t e r  we developed a r e l a t i o n s h i p  of mutual 
con£ idence,  we became f r i e n d s  as  we l l  as p r o f e s s i o n a l  asso-
c i a t e s .  i 

-	 Q. What w a s  your r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t h e  province 
c h i e f ,  Colonel KHIEN? 

A. Almost no r e l a t i o n s h i p  a t  a l l ,  General .  I say 
almost because General TOAN of course ,  n o t  o f f i c i a l l y ,  b u t  
p r a c t i c a l l y ,  was t h e  boss of Colonel K H I E N .  I would be pres-  
e n t  f r equen t ly  when General TOAN would have occasion t o  
ques t ion  o r  i n v e s t i g a t e  o r  d i scuss  with Colonel K H I E N  c e r t a i n  
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mat ters  which had a p p l i c a t i o n  perhaps no t  only t o  t h e  ARVN 
d i v i s i o n ,  b u t  t h e  running of t h e  province i t s e l f .  But 
never any d i r e c t  d e a l i n g ,  I had no funct ion  whatsoever w i t h  
Colonel K H I E N .  

Q Now, would you exp la in  your r e l a t i o n s h i p s  with 
the  province s e n i o r  adv i so r ,  who then  I b e l i e v e  was M r .  MAY? 
I t h i n k  he l e f t  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r .  

A. He d i d ,  y e s ,  s i r .  I met M r .  MAY on t h r e e  occa-
s ions .  One was an i n i t i a l  v i s i t  t o  him, and we g o t  i n t o  t h e  
na ture  of o r i e n t a t i o n  soon a f t e r  my a r r i v a l .  Both o t h e r  
occasions were s o c i a l  occasions,  t h e  l a s t  of which was h i s  
depar ture .  I had no p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r  pe r sona l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
a t  a l l  with M r .  MAY because he was on t h e  CORDS s i d e  of t h e  
house whereas I w a s  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of the  house, t h e  
t a c t i c a l  s i d e .  

Q. What about h i s  deputy, Lieutenant  Colonel GUINN? 

A. I had d a i l y  a s s o c i a t i o n  with Colonel G U I N N ,  o r  
almost d a i l y ,  b u t  n o t  from t h e  p ro fess iona l  p o i n t  of view. 
Since we both occupied t h e  same compound, I would s e e  Colo-
n e l  G U I N N  sometimes a t  t h e  supper meal, very in f requen t ly  
o t h e r  t imes.  I would be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c e r t a i n  a spec t s  of 
the  a c t i v i t i e s  h e  was engaged i n ,  b u t  only t a n g e n t i a l l y  a s  
they r e l a t e d  t o  what t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion might be doing 
o r  going t o  do. Almost no p ro fess iona l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a t  a l l .  

Q. What about the--I'm j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  s o r t  of a 
f e e l  about t h i s  t ime per iod  and I ' m  t a l k i n g  back when you--
The f i r s t  2 t o  3 months when you came on duty t h e r e  what was 
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  t a c t i c a l  advisors  and t h e  province 
advisors?  

A.  Yes, s i r .  Do you wish me t o  comment on t h i s  
s u b j e c t ?  

Q Yes. Whether o r  no t  t h e r e  was a group t h a t  would 
s i t  around and t a l k  shop i n  t h e  evenings,  you being t h e  
s e n i o r  American i n  t h e  a r e a .  

A.  Yes, s i r .  

Q Whether o r  n o t  t h e r e  was a group t h a t  would s i t  
around t h e r e  and j u s t  d i scuss  th ings ,  o r  whether o r  no t  one 
group would s t a y  somewhat a loof  from the  o t h e r ,  e x a c t l y  how 
you funct ioned.  
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A. W i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  one group remaining a loof  o r  
a s s o c i a t i n g  wi th  t h e  o t h e r ,  you mean t h e  CORDS and province 
advisory team and the  s e c t o r  advisory teams as  opposed t o  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  advisory teams? 

Q. That 's r i g h t .  I know you l i v e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  
Tropo compound, the g r e a t e s t  number of you, I am aware of 
t h a t .  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  sir.  There was no d e f i n i t e  l i n e  
drawn between t h e  two. I f  t h e r e  was an a loofness ,  and t h a t ' s  
not q u i t e  t h e  word, i f  t h e r e  was a s e p a r a t i o n ,  it was due 
t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  funct ion .  The meeting p lace  where 
both  teams were p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  same time would e i t h e r  be i n  
t h e  mess o r  i n  t h e  l i t t l e ,  f o r  l ack  of a b e t t e r  term,  o f f i c e r ' s  
c lub  t h a t  was opera ted  t h e r e .  As an i n d i v i d u a l ,  I am almost 
a t e e t o t a l e r .  I s p e n t  very l i t t l e  t ime i n  t h e  o f f i c e r ' s  c lub .  
I t  was very in f requen t ly  t h a t  I would t a l k  t o  anyone i n  t h e  
o f f i c e r ' s  c lub.  Possibly once a week j u s t  be fo re  d inner ,  
I ' d  go i n  an2 have a dr ink  wi th  my deputy. That  would be 
about it, b u t  I knew t h a t  t h e r e  were a l o t  of cards  played, 
b r idge ,  poker,  and s o  on. As i s  always t h e  case ,  t h e r e  a r e  
c e r t a i n  people who f requen t  t h e  c l u b s ,  and I b e l i e v e  Colonel 
GREEN was i n  t h e r e  f requent ly .  Apart from being  a b l e  t o  
converse on a c a s u a l  b a s i s  wi th  Colonel GREEN, I do not  know 
him, and I know nothing whatever of h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  func t ion .  

Q W e l l ,  I th ink  I ' m  g e t t i n g  t h e  p i c t u r e  I wanted. 
I t ' s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  members of t h e  s t a f f  i n  t h e i r  off-duty 
hours d i d  have a degree of  u n o f f i c i a l  r appor t ,  s o  t o  speak. 

A. Oh, yes .  

Q- Now about t h e  t ime you rep laced  Colonel ULSAKER, 
o r  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  were you aware of a l e t t e r  which the  
d i s t r i c t  ch ie f  s e n t  t o  t h e  province c h i e f ,  a copy of which 
w a s  a l s o  s e n t  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander of  the 2d ARVN 
Division? 

A. No, sir. I w a s  no t .  

Q I have h e r e ,  Colonel HUTTER, an  e x h i b i t  which has  
been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  a s  M-34. This  i s  da ted  11 Apr i l  
1 9 6 8  from Son Tinh D i s t r i c t  ch ie f  t o  t h e  province c h i e f ,  
Quang Ngai Province.  I would ask i f  you've ever  seen t h i s  
English t r a n s l a t i o n  o r  t h e  Vietnamese o r i g i n a l  which is a t -
tached t o  it. 
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A.  No, s i r .  I have no t .  

Q. You w i l l  n o t i c e ,  however, from t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
t h a t  a copy had been s e n t  t o  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion.  

A: That is t o  General TOAN1s headquar ters .  

Q Yes. Also,  of  course ,  one had been addressed t o  
MACV Quang Ngai Sec to r .  

A. Yes, s i r .  

& - I have he re  another  r e p o r t .  I have no reason t o  
suspec t  t h a t  Colonel TOAN ever  saw a copy of it. I t  was 
w r i t t e n  on 28 March, preceding t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e p o r t ,  on 
genera l ly  the  same s u b j e c t ,  by Lieutenant  TAK, addressed t o  
the province c h i e f ,  

A. . No, s i r .  I have n o t  seen t h a t  one e i t h e r .  

Q I have h e r e  an i n t e r - o f f i c e  memorandum f o r  t h e  
commander of t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion  dated 1 2  Apr i l ,  s igned by 
Major Pham Van PIIO, G2, 2d ARm Divis ion,  da ted  1 2  Apr i l  1968. 
This has been e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record as M-36. I would ask 
i f  you've ever  seen a copy of t h i s  document? 

A. N o ,  s ir .  I have not .  

(2. !fi!ol.ld ye11 lack zt t h e  Viet~amesevers ion  vh ich  is 
d i r e c t l y  underneath t h e  page. 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q Had you ever  seen t h a t  with t h a t  w r i t i n g  on t h e  
l e f t  s i d e ?  

A. No, sir.  No, s i r ,  I haven ' t .  

Q You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h a t  which ap-
pea r s  on t h e  f i r s t  page r i g h t  down a t  t h e  bottom. 

A. Oh, I see .  Yes, I note  t h a t ,  s ir .  

Q - Now, would you t u r n  t o  page 3 p lease .  You w i l l  
n o t i c e  h e r e  i s  a p iece  of Vie t  Cong propaganda. This  ev i -
den t ly  came o u t  i n  a broadcas t  which was a l s o  appended t o  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  document. The f i r s t  page is  p r e t t y  much t h e  
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s tandard  VC propaganda which you've seen perhaps many t imes ,  
b u t  addressed p r imar i ly  t o  t h e  ARVN t roops .  When you g e t  t o  
t h e  t o p  of t h e  second page and note  t h e  second paragraph,  t h e  
whole complexion of t h e  propaganda changes. 

A .  Yes, sir. I s e e  t h a t .  

Q Have you e v e r  seen any propaganda s-uch as  t h i s  o r  
has anything such as  t h i s  been eve r  c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. I have seen propaganda l e a f l e t s ,  y e s ,  General ,  b u t  
never anything l i k e  t h i s .  Never. 

Q. You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  attachment t o  t h i s  
i s  t h e  b a s i c  document which you saw j u s t  a few moments ago, 
t h a t  i s ,  t h e  memorandum of 11 A p r i l  from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  
You've never seen any of those  documents t o  t h e  b e s t  of your 
knowledge? 

A. No, sir.  

Q- 1'11 show you one o t h e r  document which has a l s o  
been en te red  i n t o  t h e  record a s  M - 3 2 .  This  i s  a p o s t a l  mes-
sage from t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion ,  G 2 ,  T a c t i c a i  Zone 1 2 ,  Quang 
Ngai Sec to r .  This i s  dated 1 5  A p r i l  1968, from Colonel 
Nguyen Van FOAN, b u t  s ignea  o f f  by Lieutenant  co ionei  Pnam 
Cao DONG, ch ie f  of s t a f f .  

A .  No, s ir .  I have n o t  seen  t h a t .  

Q. Did Americans such as  Colonel HENDERSON, General 
YOUNG, General KOSTER--when they  v i s i t e d  Colonel TOAN, d i d  
they  make arrangements through you? 

A. No, s i r .  Only i f  they wanted t o  make c e r t a i n  t h a t  
General TOAN, o r  Colonel TOAN a t  t h a t  t ime,  w a s  p r e s e n t  would 
they c a l l  i n .  Normally, however, w e  would g e t  r a d i o  t r a n s -
missions from t h e  chopper i n q u i r i n g  of  t h a t ,  and then  t h e y ' d  
land .  

Q Well, I assume t h a t  s i n c e  you had t h e  c o n t a c t ,  
t h a t  you o r  somebody i n  your s t a f f  would make t h e  necessary 
arrangements o r  t h e  checking and s o  f o r t h ?  

A .  Send a jeep o u t  t o  t h e  Tropo Pad and s o  on, o r  
General TOAN. 
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Q When they came i n  and t a l k e d  t o  Colonel ,  l a t e r  
Genera l ,  TOAN, would you be  made p r i v y  t o  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n ?  

A.  Always. W e l l ,  I wouldnst say  a lways,  p rov ided  
I w a s  t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  and provided  I w a s  n o t  o the rwi se  
occupied w i t h  something which I cons ide red  of g r e a t e r  importance,  
y e s ,  I was -
Q Were you e v e r  w i t h  Colonel  TOAN d u r i n g  t h i s  e a r l y  
p a r t  of  A p r i l ?  L e t ' s  s e e ,  i n  your  i n s t a n c e  it c o u l d n ' t  have 
been t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of March because you d i d n ' t  come on un-
til around 1 A p r i l .  I n  t h a t  t ime frame and go ing  through 
i n t o  May f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  can you remember hav ing  any con-
v e r s a t i o n s  between Colonel  HENDERSON and Colonel  TOAN con-
c e r n i n g  a r e p o r t  which he  had r e c e i v e d  o r  VC propaganda? 

A .  Nega t ive ,  s ir .  D e f i n i t e l y  n o t .  I f  t h e r e  w e r e  
any such c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  I w a s  n o t  p r e s e n t .  

Q . V?ho else i n  your  group might have been p r e s e n t  i f  
you w e r e  a b s e n t ,  f o r  example? 

A. Perhaps  my deputy could  have been t h e r e .  

Q *  What w a s  h i s  name? 

A. Colonel  CRONWELL, a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

MR MACCRATE: Tha t  i s  S t u a r t  CROMWELL? 

A. S t u a r t  CROMhTLL, y e s .  P o s s i b l y ,  i n  c a s e  n e i t h e r  
CKOMWELL nor  myse l f ,  p o s s i b l y  t h e  G 3  a d v i s o r ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
w a s  a major of Armor, and h i s  name escapes  m e  a t  t h e  moment. 
E e  came hor,lc "n eas,+ncy leave. 

Q • W e l l ,  w e ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h i s  name, and we'd l i k e  
you t o  s e e  i f  you can r e c a l l  it. However, I might  ask  i f  
when d e a l i n g  i n  a s e n s i t i v e  s u b j e c t  such a s  we ' r e  d i s c u s s i n g  
r i g h t  now, could  it be presupposed t h a t  a major ,  G 3  t ype ,  
would be  s i t t i n g  i n  w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON and Colonel  TOAN 
t o  d i s c u s s  a m a t t e r  of t h i s  magnitude? 

A. I would n o t  t h i n k  s o .  I would n o t  t h i n k  so .  I f  
t h e  s u b j e c t  of c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  f o r  example, was n o t  known p r i o r  
t o  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t hey  a c t u a l l y  assembled, t hen  i n  t h e  absence 
o f  e i t h e r  myself o r  my deputy ,  t h e  G 3  a d v i s o r  might very w e l l  
have gone i n  j u s t  t o  have t h e  d i v i s i o n  adv i so ry  team repre-
s e n t e d .  
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Q .  Now, do you r e c a l l  i n  this same period any 
d i scuss ion  between General KOSTER and Colonel TOAN, e i t h e r  
a t  t h e  compound i n  Quang Ngai o r  a t  the  d i v i s i o n  headquarters  
i n  Chu Lai? 

A ,  I do n o t ,  sir. 

Q- Do you r e c a l l  any conversa t ion  along t h e  l i n e  of 
when General TOAN s a i d ,  "Well, I ' m  going t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  it on 
t h e  ARVN s i d e ,  and I would l i k e  you t o  conduct a comparable 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on t h e  U.S. s i d e . " ?  

A. I r e c a l l  no such conversa t ion  whatsoever. 

Q A t  t h a t  t ime,  o r  a t  any t ime i n  t h e r e ,  d i d  you 
ever  g e t  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  Colonel TOAN was d i r e c t i n g  an in-
v e s t i g a t i o n  of any form? 

A. No, sir. I r e i t e r a t e ,  General ,  t h a t  it was dur-
ing  t h i s  pe r iod  of time when I was very busy ~ i - 2 1 ~o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  
I was making t r i p s  on my own and no t  s t a y i n g  a t  t h e  compound, 
s o  t h a t  I could become acquainted wi th  t h e  a r e a ,  and with t h e  
people who were i n  t h e  a rea ,  and with t h e  genera l  l ayou t  of 
the  ARVN d i v i s i o n  rep resen ta t ion ,  wherever i t  may be. 

Q- I alsoreii,*ii&ei- t k L S t  at'"-" ---" ' ---1 -- --'"' 
ula L ~ Q IL~LUIQL p u L I A  L. in 

time you weren ' t  r e a l l y  buddy-buddy wi th  Colonel TOAN? 

A. That is  an understatement,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  about 
the f i r s t  month and a h a l f ,  2 months. 

Q. I have he re ,  Colonel HUTTER, a s ta tement  s igned by 
Captain Angel RODRIGUEZ, d i s t r i c t  adv i so r  of Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  
This  has been en te red  i n t o  t h e  record  a s  E x h i b i t  M-30. The 
f r o n t  page i s  q u i t e  hard t o  read because of poor reproduc-
t i o n .  A c lean  copy i s  a t t ached  t o  it. 

A. I have never seen t h i s .  

Q. I have h e r e  another  document which has  been en te r -
ed i n t o  the  record  as  R-1 ,  da ted  2 4  Apr i l ,  sub jec t :  "Report 
of I n v e s t i g a t i o n . "  I would ask i f  you 've eve r  seen t h i s  doc-
ument o r  i f  t h e  contents  have ever  been c a l l e d  t o  your a t t e n -
t i o n ?  
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A.  I can say  r i g h t  now, sir ,  wi thout  even reading  it, 
I have never  seen  it before .  Do you wish me t o  absorb t h e  
contents  of i t ?  

Q I t  might be h e l p f u l  i n  our l a t e r  d i scuss ions .  

A.  Very w e l l ,  sir.  

Q You w i l l  n o t i c e  t h e  two attachments,  Colonel 
HUTTER, a r e  two of these  previous documents which I have j u s t  
r e f e r r e d  t o  you t o  s e e  i f  you have poss ib ly  seen them before .  

A. Yes, sir.  

Q Were you ever  aware a t  a l l  of any U.S. inves t iga -
t i o n  going on concerning anything t h a t  may have happened i n  
t h i s  a rea  o r  i n  t h e  Batangan Peninsula  a rea?  

A .  Nothing having t o  do with c i v i l i a n s .  During the 
e a r l y  s t a g e s  of  Operation Russe l l  Beach, which s t a r t e d  mid-
January 196 9 ,  t h e r e  were two incidents--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  W e l l ,  I ' m  only coming back t o  about 
t h i s  t ime frame. 

A. This was misplaced a r t i l l e r y  from an American a r -
t i l l e r y  u n i t  i n t o  t h e  2d B a t t a l i o n  of the  5th ARVN Regiment. 
I t  was somebody there. I don!i; ki-link Liiey ever d i d  f i gu re  
o u t  what happened, b u t  nothing of t h i s  n a t u r e  whatsoever. 

Q The f i r s t  4 ,  5, 6 months you were t h e r e ,  you d i d n ' t  
hear  of any i n v e s t i g a t i o n  going on? 

Q Were you aware of a s e c t o r  opera t ion  which was con-
ducted i n t o  t h e  Son My a r e a  i n  about mid-June d i r e c t e d  gener-
a l l y  i n  t h e  My Lai  a r e a ,  My Lai  ( 4 ) ?  I might r e f e r  you t o  
t h i s  map he re .  (Witness was o r i e n t e d  t o  Exh ib i t  MAP-1.) 

A. Any s p e c i f i c  opera t ion?  

Q Well, I th ink  I can r e f r e s h  your memory on t h i s  
one, because t h e r e  was a midair  c o l l i s i o n  between a hel icop-
ter  and a fixed-wing a i r c r a f t .  
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A. I remember t h a t .  I remember t h e  t ragedy  very 
w e l l .  I c e r t a i n l y  would n o t  doubt t h a t  t h e r e  was some s o r t  
of an o p e r a t i o n  i n  p rog res s  a t  t h e  t i m e .  Every now and 
aga in  t h e r e  would be  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  a i l  of which 
were p r e t t y  pe r func to ry  and nonproduct ive  u n t i l  t h e  Muscle 
Beach one. I remember t h e  ~ c c a s i o nof t h e  mida i r  c o l l i s i o n  
very  w e l l  indeed.  

Q Did you e v e r  have an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a l k  t o  
L ieu tenan t  Colonel  GREEN about  t h i s ?  

A. I recall  no conve r sa t ion  w i t h  Colonel  GREEN. 

Q - D i d  anybody, t o  t h e  b e s t  of your  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  e v e r  
i n d i c a t e  t o  you what t h e  purpose of t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  was? 

A. I can on ly  make a g e n e r a l  s t a t e m e n t ,  

Q- Perhaps  a t  about  t h i s  t i m e  your  r e l a t i o n s h i p s
w i t h  TOAN were warming up a l i t t l e  b i t .  

A. I n  June? 

Q - Y e s .  I t  perhaps  might n o t  have been r e d  h o t .  

A. There  w a s  a s i i g h t  thaw by t h a t  t i m e ,  General ,  
b u t  no th ing  any more t h a n  t h a t .  I can make on ly  a g e n e r a l  
r e p l y  t h a t  I do n o t  remember t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n .  
But t h e  o b j e c t  of  a l l  such o p e r a t i o n s  was t o  keep t h e  VC, 
who w e r e  i n  c o n t r o l  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  a s  q u i e t  a s  p o s s i b l e  w i t h  
t h e  l e a s t  c a s u a l t i e s  t o  t h e  f r i e n d l y  s i d e .  That  was t h e  
o b j e c t ,  n o t h i n g  of  any t r u e  d e f i n i t i v e  n a t u r e  was planned 
a t  t h a t  t i m e .  W e  had o u r  hands f u l l  i n  t h e  w e s t  p a r t i c u l a r -
l y .  T h a t ' s  where I s t a r t e d  my e f f o r t  t o  move t a c t i c a l  u n i t s  
on a permanent, r o t a t i v e  b a s i s  o u t  t o  t h e  w e s t .  I t  w a s n ' t  
u n t i l  l a te r  when I w a s  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  persuading  General  
TOAN t o  e s t a b l i s h  a permanent f i r e  b a s e  h e r e .  But t h i s  was 
8 months l a t e r  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q M s .  MACCRATE? 

MR MACCRATE: Colonel  HUTTER, you may have no ted  t h a t  i n  
E x h i b i t  R-1,  t h e  r e p o r t  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 2 4  A p r i l  1968, 
t h i s  s e n t e n c e  appears :  "Colonel TOAN, Commander, 2d ARVN 
Div i s ion ,  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  making of  such a l l e g a t i o n s  
a g a i n s t  U.S. f o r c e s  i s  a common t echn ique  i n  t h e  VC propagan-
da machine. I n c l o s u r e  2 i s  a t r a n s l a t i o n  of  an a c t u a l  VC 
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propaganda message t a r g e t e d  a t  t h e  ARVN s o l d i e r  and urging 
him t o  shoot  Americans. This  message was given t o  t h i s '  
headquarters  by t h e  CO,  2d ARVN Divis ion ,  on about 1 7  Apr i l  
1 9 6 8  as  a  mat ter  of information.  " Now could you i n d i c a t e  
t o  us how a communication of t h a t  s o r t  might move from 
Colonel TOAN t o  Colonel HENDERSON a t  o r  about t h i s  t ime 
i n  Apr i l  of 1968 .  What would be t h e  channel t o  follow? 

A. A number of p o s s i b i l t i e s ,  M r .  MACCRATE. Nwnber 
1, and t h e  most common I would s a y ,  would be pe r sona l ly  
from General T O A N ' s  hand t o  Colonel HENDERSON 's  hand. The 
next  poss ib ly  would be no t  through,  a message c e n t e r ,  n o t  
through any admin i s t r a t ive  channel bu t  poss ib ly  from Major 
PHO t o  t h e  Americal l i a i s o n ,  who were a t  t h e  t a c t i c a l  opera-
t i o n s  c e n t e r  o r  a r t i l l e r y  bases .  That would be another  
p o s s i b i l i t y .  

Q Who would they be? 

A.  They were e n l i s t e d  persons,  M r .  MACCRATE. One 
o f f i c e r  normally was assigned from t h e  America1 a r t i l l e r y  
t o  t h e  t a c t i c a l  ope ra t ions  c e n t e r  i n  o r d e r  t o  t i e  i n  t h e  
a r t i l l e r y  support .  

Q kt a message of t h i s  cha rac te r?  From Colonel 
TOAN t o  Colonel HENDERSON--

a 
n. ( I n t s r ~ o s i r , g )  I wculd  sny f rcz  Sezcral TCPdT t o  
Colonel HENDERSON. I would say t h a t  would be t h e  most f eas -
i b l e  due t o  t h e  s e n s i t i v i t y  of such a th ing .  

I0: Of course ,  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  t oo .  

O h ,  y e s ,  s i r ,  There a r e ,  

8 The l a t t e r  one, t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  d o e s n ' t  seem very
probable t o  me. 

A. I t  c e r t a i n l y  doesnl t . 
Q I t  could be s e n t  through by Colonel TOAN using 
s e c t o r  channels down t o  Duc Pho f o r  de l ive ry  t o  Colonel 
HENDERSON. A p o s s i b i l i t y  because some times they d i d  s t r a n g e  
th ings .  

A.  Yes, s i r .  Well, a l s o ,  through t h e  s e c t o r  advisory 
team would be f e a s i b l e .  

12 
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Q- But you would expect t h i s  t o  s t a y  wit ,hin m i l i t a r y  
channels r a t h e r  than  going ou t s ide .  The most l i k e l y  a s i d e  t o  
Colonel HENDERSON, from TOAN t o  Colonel HENDERSON, would 
be t o  you o r  t o  one of your s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  f o r  de l ive ry  t o  
Colonel HENDERSON o r  t o  General KOSTER, a s  t h e  case may be. 

A. Yes, t h a t ' s  t r u e ,  too .  A l l  t he  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a r e  
j u s t  t h a t .  I have no way of knowing which was a c t u a l l y  em-
ployed. 

Q I know we ' re  t ak ing  you back a long way, Colonel 
HUTTER, b u t  I wish you'd search  your mind a whi le  and see  i f  
you can th ink  of anything,  anything a t  a l l  which may have l e d  
you t o  be susp ic ious  of something which may have happened i n  
t h i s  a r e a  along about t h e  middle of March 1 9 6 8 .  

A. General,  l e t  me l e a d  o f f  wi th  a very s imple s t a t e -
ment. Since t h i s ,  t o  me, i n c r e d i b l e  a l l e g a t i o n  was sur faced  
i n  t h e  news media, I have searched my mind many, many t imes,  
and I can f i n d  no r e c a l l  a t  a l l .  I have a f a i r l y  good memory, 
b u t  no r e c a l l  a t  a l l  of any knowledge t h a t  such a t h i n g  i n  
My Lai o r  Son My o r  any o t h e r  p l a c e  was p e r p e t r a t e d .  That 
i s  another  i n c r e d i b i l i t y .  I d o n ' t  understand how I cofild 
have been f o r  a y e a r  i n  t h a t  atmosphere, i n  t h a t  General 
TOAN and I were very o f f i c i a l  i n  our r e l a t i o n s h i p  f o r  a 
per iod  of 3 o r  4 months, which then r ipened i n t o  a  f r i endsh ip  
based upon mutual understanding, those i n i t i a l  months notwith-
s t and ing ,  I j u s t  d o n ' t  understand how I would have been i n  
t h i s  media and i n  t h i s  environment f o r  s o  long and n o t  heard 
anything i f  t h e r e  were anything t o  hear .  

Q Well, you saw t h e  memoranda which were exchanged,
and you saw t h e  d i r e c t i v e s .  

A. Yes, sir.  U n t i l  t h i s  moment, I had never seen 
t h a t  document. 

Q- Yes. Let  me ask you a l i t t l e  b i t  about the  s i t-
ua t ion  t h a t  may have e x i s t e d  a t  t h i s  t ime.  A s  we would 
understand it, a t  l e a s t  t h e  a t t i t u d e  taken by some of t h e  
people who may have had a knowledge of t h i s ,  they had j u s t  
f i n i s h e d  Te t ,  and they had had a hard go, There was s t i l l  a 
l o t  of p ressu re  and a c t i v i t y  with ou tpos t s  be ing  h i t  and, on 
occasion,  overrun. I t  was a very tenuous s i t u a t i o n  f o r  some 
time i n  and around Quang Ngai C i ty .  Things were p r e t t y  w e l l  
pu l l ed  back i n .  One of t h e  suppos i t ions  t h a t  we've heard o r  
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one might r e f e r  t o  a s  e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  were s o  
busy doing what w e  were doing and t r y i n g  t o  defend o u r s e l v e s  
t h a t  we could  c a r e  less about  a few VC o r  VC s u s p e c t s  t h a t  
may have been k i l l e d  o u t  i n  Son My. And t h e n  w i t h  a l l  t h i s  
going on,  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  i s  promptly f o r g o t t e n .  

A. Y e s ,  t h a t  c e r t a i n l y  does  seem a p o s s i b i l i t y .  

Q- It does  seem i n c r e d i b l e  t o  m e  t h a t  you would have 
no knowledge of  t h i s  going on. But aga in  I do unders tand  t h e  
Vietnamese and I do  know t h a t  t hey  a r e  r e l u c t a n t  t o  g i v e  some-
t h i n g  l i k e ,  t h i s  t o  a new-found f r i e n d ,  and you w e r e  n o t  even a 
new-found f r i e n d .  

A.  I was new-found. 

Q Y e s .  So,  as a consequence, from your  p o i n t  o f  view 
it might n o t  have e v e r  come t o  l i g h t  w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  t h a t  
a t  a l a t e r  d a t e  it might have been mentioned i n  c a s u a l  con-
v e r s a t i o n  o r  something which might have reopened it. 

A. Y e s .  One would t h i n k  t h a t  a t  some l a t e r  t i m e ,  
when perhaps t h i n g s  g o t  e a s i e r  and o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  had,  as 
I s a y ,  "blossomed" a l i t t l e  b i t .  I t  never  happened. Of cou r se ,  
it occu r s  t o  nle t o o  t h a t  s i n c e  t h i s  a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t  took 
p l a c e  b e f o r e  my a r r i v a l ,  General  TOAN, Colonel  TOAN a t  t h a t  
t i m e ,  might very  w e l l ,  i f  he  thought  of t h i s  a t  a l l  i n  t e r m s  
of m e ,  ire migiit :lave t l ~ u u y ~ ~ i ; ,weii, iie wasn ' - t  here ailyway. 
Why open it up? Why touch b a s e  w i t h  HUTTER a t  a l l  on t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g  because I was n o t  even i n  count ry?  That ,  
of cou r se ,  i s  c o n j e c t u r e .  

MR MACCRATE: Did you keep any r e c o r d  of  t h e  occas ions  when 
you might have accompanied Colonel  TOAN t o  Chu Ea i?  

A. Only menta l  r e c o r d s .  W e  f lew t o  Chu L a i  very 
f r e q u e n t l y ,  M r .  MACCRATE. 

Q a With him? 

A. Oh, yes .  During t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r i o d  though,  it 
s e e m s  t o  m e  t h a t  General  KOSTER l e f t  i n  May o r  sometime i n  
May of 1968 t o  become s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of West P o i n t .  I r e c a l l  
j u s t  t h r e e  occas ions  I b e l i e v e ,  and t h e r e  may have been more, 
b u t  I r e c a l l  t h r e e  where I f lew w i i h  General  TomT t o  Chu La i  
f o r  s p e c i f i c  r ea sons .  One w a s  honor guard f o r  General  KOSTER 
when he l e f t .  Another occas ion  w a s  t o  t a l k  about  t h e  p u l l o u t  
i 
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of ~ m e r i c a n  t r o o p s  from a  s p e c i a l  f o r c e s  camp, and it was 

General  ABRAMS ' d e c i s i o n ,  "Okay, move ' e m  o u t .  " 


0- Was t h a t  Tien Phuoc o r  --
A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, s i r ,  it w a s n ' t  T ien  Phuoc. I t  
w a s ,  I c a n ' t  remember t h e  name, deep i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o u t  
t h e r e .  But t h a t  was t h e  occas ion  f o r  t h i s .  And t h e  o t h e r  
occas ion  was t o  t a l k  about  a road  opening-- 

10:  ( ~ n t e r p o s i n g )  You're n o t  t h i n k i n g  o f  Kham Duc? 

A. Kham Duc? Exact ly!  Thank you,  General .  Kham Duc? 
The t h i r d  occas ion  I r e c a l l ,  and a l l  o f  t h e s e  were pu re ly  f o r  
t a c t i c a l  r ea sons .  Two of them w e r e .  The t h i r d  was a s o c i a l  
occas ion .  I t  w a s  t h e  hope t h a t  General  KOSTER e n t e r t a i n e d  
t h a t  w e  could open t h e  r o a d .  t o  T ra  Bong and ex tend  ano the r  
roadbu i ld ing  o p e r a t i o n  t o  Tien Phuoc. And he wanted t o  so1i.c- 
it General  TOAN's  a s s i s t a n c e  and suppor t .  He dis .cussed t h e s e  
m a t t e r s  i n  General  KOSTER's o f f i c e  maybe 10 or 15  minutes.  I t  '' 

w a s  on t h e  second of  t h o s e  occas ions ,  when it was about lunch-
t i m e ,  and General  KOSTER i n v i t e d  Colonel  TOAN and myself t o  
lunch.  I t  was a t  t h a t  p o i n t  when General  KOSTER made pub- 
l i c  t o  h i s  s t a f f  t h a t  h e  w a s  t o  be  r e a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  Uni ted 
S t a t e s  M i l i t a r y  Academy. 

Q. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  h e  l e f t  f o r  t h e  S t a t e s  i n  t h e  month 
of May though,  d i d  he? 

A. I have on ly  a  hazy r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  e x a c t l y  when it 
was, General .  I t  may have been t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of  June .  I . 
don 't r e c a l l .  

Q - I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  r e c a l l  when he d e p a r t e d  e i t h e r .  I 
do know t h a t  he  was on R&R i n  Hawaii i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  
o f  May. 

A .  I remember when he went. I remember t h a t  General  
YOUNG was t h e  s e n i o r  o f  t h e  two A D C ' s  a t  t h a t  t ime .  

Q. Now as you s t a r t  p u t t i n g  t h i n g s  t o g e t h e r ,  and 
s i n c e  you 've  mentioned General  YOUNG, cou ld  you p u t  General  
YOUNG and Colonel  TOAN t o g e t h e r  f o r  any d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  t h i s  
sort  we've been t a l k i n g  about?  

A. No, s ir .  General  YOUNG came down, would f l y  i n  a s  
d i d  Colonel  HENDERSON and General  KOSTER, General  GETTYS a f t e r  
him. Q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y ,  t h r e e ,  f o u r ,  f i v e  t i m e s ,  sometimes 
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two o r  t h r e e  t i m e s  a day depending upon t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  I 
r e c a l l  no occas ion  a t  a l l  when I was p r e s e n t  when t h e r e  was 
any d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  r e l a t i n g  t o  adverse  i n c i d e n t s .  
My Lai  ( 4 )  w a s n ' t  d i s cus sed .  Because I had known General  
YOUNG f o r  many y e a r s ,  I made it a p o i n t ,  i f  I knew he was 
coming, t o  be  t h e r e .  But he and General  TOAN had a very 
f i n e  r a p p o r t .  

Q Did he e v e r  by chance mention t o  you t h a t  an i n -
v e s t i g a t i o n  had been i n i t i a t e d  o u t  i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A .  No one had e v e r  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t o  me, and t h i s  is  
something. Th i s  t ype  o f  a l l e g a t i o n  i s  n o t  something t h a t  
one f o r g e t s .  Had it e v e r  been mentioned t o  me 1 c e r t a i n l y  
would have . . . . a s t ronomica l  f i g u r e s  of  a l l e g e d  murdered people .  

MR WALSH: Colone l ,  do you r e c a l l  i n  t h e  e a r l y  months when 
you took ove r ,  A p r i l  and May, whether  General  YOUNG w a s  a c t i n g  
w i t h  more o r  less primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  keeping an -eye 
on t h i s  a r e a .  t o  t h e  sou th  of Chu .La i?  Did he come down more 
f r e q u e n t l y  t h a t  General  KOSTER? 

A.  W e l l ,  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i v i s i o n  commander normally 
came i n  and o u t  w i t h  g r e a t e r  f requency t h a n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
commander. I would say  t h a t  would normally be  t h e  ca se ,  
when General  YOUNG would make perhaps  two t r i p s  o r  maybe 
even t h r e e  t r i p s  t o  every one by t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander. But 
this t o o  i s  a c o n j e c t u r a l  r e c a l l  on my p a r t .  I c a n ' t  throw 
i n  some more s o l i d  b a s i s  f o r  t h a t  thought .  

10: W e l l ,  w e ' l l  g i v e  you this oppor tun i ty ,  i f  you 'd  
l i k e  Colonel  HUTTER, t o  ask  any q u e s t i o n s  which you would 
l i k e .  O r  you may make a s t a t e m e n t  f o r  t h e  r eco rd .  

A.  No, s ir .  The only s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  I wanted t o  
make I have a l r e a d y  made, and t h a t  is  t h a t  it i s  i n c r e d i b l e  
t o  m e  t h a t  I could be  i n  t h a t  environment f o r  a y e a r  and 
never  have hea rd  one mention t h a t  is  t r a c e a b l e .  

MR MACCRATE: I t  i s  Colonel  TOAN'S r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  he d i d  
communicate t h e s e  m a t t e r s  as documents i n  f a c t .  The occas ion  
for t h a t  communication and when it took p l a c e  L s  something 
t h a t  w e ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  f i x  i n  t i m e .  

A .  W e l l ,  I can s a y  t h a t  t h i s  may be of i n t e r e s t .  
When General  TOAN went anywhere, he  on ly  had two ways t o  go; 
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one by jeep ,  which i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  t h a t  t ime and e v e r  
s i n c e  p r e t t y  w e l l  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  Quang Ngai town a r e a  be- 
tween t h e r e  and t h e  a i r p o r t ,  and by chopper. When General  
TOAN went by chopper he  d i d  s o  because he  had asked m e  t o  
be  a b l e  t o  go h e r e ,  t h e r e .  However, t h e  American Army, 
HENDERSON and t h e  Americal ,  t hey  had t h e i r  own choppers ,  
and came i n  very f r e q u e n t l y ,  and I would be p r e t e n t i o u s  i n  
supposing t h a t  I would always have been p r i v y  t o  whatever 
went on i n  subsequent  conve r sa t ions .  But I do know t h a t  
when General  TOAN went somewhere, excep t  f o r  maybe one-half  
dozen occas ions  w i t h i n  a whole y e a r ' s  t i m e ,  I w a s  w i t h  
him. 

I0: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t ime.  

1970. ) 
(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1710 h o u r s , . P 6  January 
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1145 hours ,  28 February 
1970.1 

10: Hearing w i l l  come t o  o r d e r ,  

RCDR: The fo l lowing named persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, MAJ XYCHOWSKI, and MAJ LYNN. 

S i r ,  the hear ing  r e c a l l s  Colonel HUTTER. 

Colonel  HUTTER, you a r e  reminded t h a t  you remain 

under oa th  b e f o r e  t h i s  hear ing .  


A. I understand. 
10: Colonel HUTTER, what we want t o  do t h i s  morning 
is  t a l k  t o  you about  some of t h e  j o i n t  opera t ions  which were 
conducted by t h e  WRVN and t h e  America1 Divis ion.  On t h e  8th 
of Apr i l ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  you a r r i v e d ,  two opera t ions  began which 
were combined opera t ions .  One was opera t ion  Burl ington T r a i l  
which was i n  the  nor the rn  a rea  out  of Tam Ky and toward the  C I D G  
camp i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  of Kham Duc. The fo rces  which p a r t i c -  
i p a t e d  i n  t h i s  on t h e  U . S .  s i d e  were the  198th Brigade, which 
had two i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n s ,  and a l s o  the  1/1 Cavalry Squadron. 
A l l  of t h e s e  were minus. On t h e  ARVN s i d e ,  t h e  2d Divis ion 
had t h ~  1st B a t t a l i o n  of t h e  6th Regiment which was minus, and 
a l s o  one company of the  3/4. This opera t ion  s t a r t e d  as  I in-
d ica ted  on o r  about t h e  8th of Apr i l ,  On t h e  13th of Apr i l ,  
t h e r e  was q u i t e  a heavy mortar a t t a c k  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  U . S .  
f o rces  i n  which they  s u f f e r e d  a t o t a l  of 1 7  W I A .  This opera t ion  
as  it developed became a d i f f i c u l t  opera t ion ,  b u t  q u i t e  a  suc-
c e s s f u l  ope ra t ion  i n  t h e  sense t h a t  from the  period of 8 t o  

' 	 20 A p r i l ,  al though t h e r e  were 1 3  U .S. K I A  and 69 WIA, they re-
por ted  they had k i l l e d  170 VC and captured 48 i n d i v i d u a l  wea- 
pons and a t o t a l  of 2 1  crew-served weapons. That genera l ly  i s  
the  opera t ion  i n  t h e  nor thern  area .  C o n c u r r e n ~  with t h a t  was 
an opera t ion  t o  t h e  west of Quang Ngai City.  This opera t ion  
was known as  Norfolk Victory.  The U . S .  f o rces  t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  it were from t h e  11th  Brigade, namely 1 / 2 0  and a l s o  C/4/3. 
The ARVN con t r ibu ted  two b a t t a l i o n s ,  the  2/4 and 3/5. They 
d id  r ece ive  some smal l  arms f i r e ,  bu t  genera l ly  speaking t h e  
opera t ion  h i t  a dry  hole so to speak, and it was no t  too lucra-
t i v e .  Now f o r  t h e s e  opera t ions  it might be w e l l  imagined t h e r e  
was a l o t  of l o c a l  planning going on between t h e  198th Brigade 
and probably t h e  commander of the  6th Regiment, and undoubtedly 
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between t h e  commander of t h e  11th. U . S  . Brigade and h i s  ARVN div-
i s i o n  s t a f f ,  and t h e  America1 Divis ion s t a f f .  So, General KOSTER 
w,as involved i n  t h i s .  Now, does t h i s  b r i n g  baclc much t o  your 
memory as  f a r  as t h e  opera t ion?  This i s  about t h e  time you a r e  
j u s t  g e t t i n g  your f e e t  on t h e  ground as  t h e  s e n i o r  d i v i s i o n  ad-
v i s o r .  

A. S i r ,  I remember both code names Norfolk Victory 
and Burl ington T r a i l .  But,  I remember noth ing  a t  a l l  about t h e  
2d Divis ion p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a s  a p a r t n e r  i n  e i t h e r  of t h e s e  op-
e r a t i o n s ,  During t h e s e  i n i t i a l  2 o r  3 weeks I was t h e r e ,  I made 
many t r i p s  by chopper, of course ,  down t o  t h e  var ious  o u t l y i n g  
areas w i t h i n  t h e  12th Divis ion T a c t i c a l  Area, 

Q The 12th  Divis ion o r  t h e  2d Divis ion? 

A. I t  was c a l l e d  t h e  12th  Div i s iona l  T a c t i c a l  Area, t h e  
12th  DTA, t h e  breakdown of t h e  12th  i s ,  i t ' s  i n  t h e  I Corps . 

and i t ' s  t h e  2d Divis ion.  I t  i s  r e a l l y  t h e  2d Divis ion t a c t i c a l  
d i v i s i o n ,  buk it was r e a l l y  c a l l e d  by the Vietnamese as  w e l l  a s  
t h e  U.S., b u t  more s o  by t h e  Vietnamese, t h e  1 2 t h  DTA. 

A. I never h6ard of such a t h i n g ,  b u t  t h a t  is  f i n e .  

A. I n  any even t ,  I s a i d  I made many trips i n  o rde r  
t o  f a m i i i a r i z e  myself wi th  t h e  a rea .  I r e c a i i  t h a t  i n  t h e  Quang 
Ngai Province I was ushered around by Lieutenant  Colonel G U I N N ,  
who was t h e  deputy advisor  a t  t h e  t ime ,  t o  s e e  what t h e  d i s t r i c t  
looked l i k e .  S i m i l a r l y ,  I was accorded t h e  same t rea tment  by 
P h i l  BOLTE, who was s e n i o r  advisor  up i n  Quang Tin .  I r e c a l l  no 
s p e c i f i c s  a t  a l l  concerning t h e s e  two opera t ions  except  t h e  code 
names. I do n o t  r e c a l l  making any v i s i t s  t o  General TOAN dur ing  
t h a t  per iod  of t ime o r  t o  e i t h e r  of t h e  two b a t t a l i o n s  t h a t  you 
mentioned i n  Quang Ngai. I may have done s o ,  b u t  my r e c o l l e c -
t i o n  does no t  se rve  me w e l l  i n  those  i n s t a n c e s .  

Q. I n  t h i s  l e t t e r  which you provided t o  me as a r e s u l t  
of your te lephone c a l l  t o  Colonel BREEN, you i n d i c a t e d  you had 
about four  meetings.  

A. I r e c a l l  four ,  yes .  

Q *  With. General KOSTER. Well, t h e  f i r s t  one t h a t  you
c i t e  is when you t a l k e d  about t h e  withdrawal of U.S. fo rces  and 
s o  on from Kham Duc. 
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A .  That  took  p l a c e  i n  General  KOSTER's o f f i c e .  

Q W e l l ,  t h i s  would have probably taken  p l a c e  about  
the 1 0 t h  of May. This  i s  t h e  t ime frame of  t h e  Kham Duc op-
e r a t i o n ,  1 0 t h  through t h e  13 th  of  May. The second meeting which 
you c i t e  is i n  General  T O A N ' s  o f f i c e ,  and t h e  s u b j e c t  is  t h e  
number o f  t r o o p s  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  could s p a r e  f o r  t h e  road 
opening miss ion  t o  Tien Phuoc and Tra  Bong. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. Tien Phuoc o r  T r a  Bong. Perhaps bo th  
w e r e  d i s c u s s e d ,  b u t  I p a r t i c u l a r l y  remember Tinh Phuc. 

Q Well,  T ien  Phuoc b a s i c a l l y ,  i s  Bur l ing ton  T r a i l ,  
and you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  took p l a c e  i n  T O A N ' s  o f f i c e  be-
tween General  KOSTER and Colonel  TOAN and t h a t  you were p r e s e n t .  

A .  Y e s ,  and t h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r s  t h e r e ,  I s e e m  t o  r e c a l l .  
I cannot  i d e n t i f y  who they  would b e .  

Q a  Yes. Then you go on t o  mention ano the r  one i n  t h e  
commanding g e n e r a l ' s  m e s s  a t  t h e  America1 Div i s ion ,  and a l s o  t h e  
change o f  command ceremony from General  KOSTER t o  General  GETTYS. 
Well,  I guess he w a s n ' t  t h e r e .  I t  w a s  General  YOUNG., 

A. Y e s ,  General  YOUNG on an i n t e r i m  b a s i s .  

Q This  second meeting t h a t  you p l a c e  h e r e ,  w e  would 
put t h c  tia~dowz cn t h i s  2s being & ~ u t  t h e  middle cf A p r i l ,  

A.  I c e r t a i n l y  a c c e p t  t h a t ,  General .  I have no spe-
c i f i c s  i n  mind a s  t o  t h e  d a t e .  

Q W e l l ,  do you r e c a l l  t h a t  you were probably d i s c u s s -
i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  Bur l ing ton  T r a i l  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  and p o s s i b l y  
even t h i s  Norfolk Vic tory .  

A. I t  would s e e m  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e r e  was d i s c u s s i o n  on 
bo th  of  t h o s e  s u b j e c t s .  But a s  I s a y ,  s o  f a r  a s  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  
b e i n g  a b l e  t o  say  t h a t  w a s  d i s c u s s e d ,  I cannot  s ay  s o .  

Q- Maybe i f  w e  j u s t  t a l k  a l i t t l e  wh i l e  some of t h e s e  
t h l n g s  might come t o  mind. I n  t h e  a r e a  of Norfolk Vic tory  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  American f o r c e s  w e r e  encounte r ing  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
r e s i s t a n c e .  There i s  some c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h a t  p o s s i b l y  t hey  
might have even been t a l k i n g  about  cance l ing  Norfolk V ic to ry  t o  
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be a b l e  t o  u t i l i z e  some o f  t h e  ARVN f o r c e s  t h e r e  t o  be  redeploy-
ed  e lsewhere .  Conceivably even up i n  t h e  Bur l ing ton  T r a i l  a r e a ,  
because  one w a s  n o t  producing anyth ing .  I t  d i d  go on u n t i l  t h e  
1 9 t h  and produce,  I would s a y ,  r a t h e r  minimal r e s u l t s ,  whereas 
t h e  o t h e r  one cont inued  f o r  s e v e r a l  months a f t e r  t h a t  and was 
q u i t e  s u c c e s s f u l .  

A .. 1 would say t h a t  it w a s  p r e t t y  much of  a  c inch  t h a t  
t h o s e  t h i n g s  were d i scussed .  Perhaps it was i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  
t h a t  e x e r c i s e  t h a t  I r e c a l l  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  mention of General  
TOAN i n  subs t ance  could he ,  and i f  s o ,  how many t r o o p s  could h e  
l eave .  This  had a permanence a t t a c h e d  t o  i t ,  Genera l ,  because 
t h e  opening of t h e  Tien Phuoc Road took a l o t  of eng inee r  e f f o r t ,  
and they  needed s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  American e n g i n e e r s .  I d o n ' t  
recal l  when t h a t  was opened b u t  it was q u i t e  a ceremony. I 
remember t h a t  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f ,  Colonel  T H O ,  and P h i l  BOLTE 
rode  motor b i k e s  down t o  t h e  o f f i c i a l  opening where t h e  b i g  ce r -
emony was a t  Tien  Phuoc. I seem t o  r e c a l l  General  YOUNG went 
down t h e r e  by chopper o r  by jeep ,  I have f o r g o t t e n  which, i n  
o r d e r  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  America1 Div i s ion .  

Q - W e l l ,  t h a t  would probably have been some t ime l a t e r .  

A. That  i s  what t h e  f i n a l  r e s u l t  w a s  of  t h e  e n t i r e  
T ien  Phuoc road  opening o p e r a t i o n .  

Q - I t ' s  t r u e  t hey  d i d  have some major b r i d g e  work 
t h a t  had t o  be done on,  I t h i n k ,  LPL-533, i f  I ' m  n o t  mis taken.  

A. Y e s ,  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  was d i s c u s s e d ,  opening up of  t h e  
roads  and s o  on, b u t  t h a t ' s  t h e  on ly  s p e c i f i c  p o i n t  t h a t  I 
can recall  d e f i n i t e l y  having been d i scussed .  

Q. W e l l ,  now, do you recall  General  TOAN's  G2, Major 
PHO? 

A. Major PHO? Very w e l l .  

Q. Can you remember du r ing  t h e  course  of t h a t  meeting
t h a t  General  TOAN s e n t  f o r  Major PHO? 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  he d i d .  A s  I s a y ,  h e  
may have been p r e s e n t ,  b u t  I have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
of PHO be ing  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e ,  
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Q .  I ' m  n o t  t a l k i n g  about  h i m  s t a y i n g  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  
conve r sa t ion ,  b u t  General  TOAN sending  f o r  him t o  b r i n g  cer -
t a i n  documents, which he d i d .  H e  d i s cus sed  them wi th  General  
KOSTER f o r  a few minutes ,  and then  PHO depa r t ed .  

A.  I do n o t  r e c a l l  t h a t  a t  a l l ,  General .  I r e c a l l  
o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s ,  b u t  always i n s t e a d  of General  KOSTER s i t t i n g  
t h e r e  i n  t h e  c h a i r ,  I r e c a l l  General  GETTYS, o r  General  YOUNG, 
o r  General  GALLOWAY. 

Q .  Y e s .  

A. I ' v e  gone ove r  t h i s  very c a r e f u l l y  i n  my mind i n  
o r d e r  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  c r i m e ,  i f  I may use t h a t  p h r a s e ,  t h ink -
i n g  about  p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  t h e  room i n  which t h e s e  
meetings normal ly  took p l a c e .  I t  seems t h e  on ly  one I can come 
up w i t h  is  t h a t  one,  and d u r i n g  t h a t  meeting I r e c a l l  r e a l l y  
no th ing  e x c e p t  t h e  two p r i n c i p a l s  and t h a t  one s u b j e c t .  Y e t  
t h e r e  were o t h e r  people  around.  I ' m  s u r e  General  KOSTER's a i d e  
was t h e r e ,  f o r  example. I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  I was t h e r e  a l though  
it seems l i k e l y  t h a t  I was. I t  would seem l i k e l y  t o o  t h a t  my 
G 3  a d v i s o r  would have been t h e r e .  But I r e c a l l  none of  t h e  
Vietnamese. One would suppose t h a t  t h e  G3, t h e  Vietnamese G3, 
would be  t h e r e ,  Major, now L ie tuenan t  Colonel ,  KHIEN. 

Q L e t  me j u s t  r e a d  a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  you. This  i s  
n o t  what Major PHO, now Colonel  PHO,  had t o  s ay .  This i s  a 
r e p o r t  =IS if,~ 7 3 spresented and prepared  by t h e  C I D .  H e  s t a t e s  
t h a t  he w a s  c a l l e d  i n t o  a  meet ing h e l d  by t h e  commanding 
g e n e r a l  of  t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n ,  wherein Major General  KOSTER, 
t h e  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r s  and t h e  a i d e  t o  General  KOSTER were p r e s e n t .  
H e  w a s  t o l d  t o  f e t c h  h i s  memo, and t h e  r e p o r t ,  and t h e  propa-
ganda concerned.  This  he  d i d ,  and t h o s e  persons  assembied 
d i s c u s s e d  t h e  m a t t e r  f o r  about  5 minutes and then  went on t o  
o t h e r  t h i n g s .  Now, what h e ' s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  i s  t h i s  p i e c e  of 
paper  r i g h t  h e r e ,  which subsequent ly  had a n o t e  p u t  on it by 
General  TOAN. Whether, tha t  n o t e  w a s  on it a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I d o n ' t  
know. H e  a l s o  i n t roduced  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  VC b r o a d c a s t ,  
and a l s o  t h e  l e t t e r  of  11 A p r i l  from L ieu tenan t  TAN t o  Colonel  
KHIEN. W e  d i d n ' t  have the amount of i n fo rma t ion  when you w e r e  
h e r e  b e f o r e  t h a t  w e  have r i g h t  now about t h i n g s  t h a t  went on 
i n  t h e s e  meetings and e x a c t l y  where t hey  w e r e .  
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A .  No, s i r ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  any th ing  i n  t h a t  meeting 
o r  any o t h e r  meeting where any documents were i n t roduced  a t  
a l l ,  excep t  i f  one wants t o  c a l l  a document t h e  map which was 
a f i x e d  i n s t a l l a t i o n  on t h e  w a l l  of  t h i s  o f f i c e  t h a t  had d rapes  
over  it. T h a t ' s  t h e  only documert that I czn r e c a l l  c o n s u l t i n g ,  

Q- W e  a l s o  have had ano the r  i n t e r v i e w  wi th  General  
TOAN through one o f  ou r  i nd ivudua l s  i n  South Vietnam. General  
TOAN says  it took p l a c e  somewhere between t h e  1st and t h e  1 5 t h  
of  A p r i l .  A c t u a l l y ,  Major PHO i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  it was 2  o r  3 
days a f t e r  he addressed  t h i s  memorandum t o  t h e  commanding 
g e n e r a l .  This  is  da t ed  t h e  1 2 t h ,  which could  p u t  it i n  t h e  1 4 t h  
or t h e  1 5 t h  t i m e  frame. The i n d i c a t i o n  from t h e  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  
General  TOAN, t hen  Colonel  TOAN, was t h a t  it was he ld  i n  his 
o f f i c e  a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  headqua r t e r s  i n  Quang Ngai. P r e s e n t  w e r e  
General  TOAN, General KOSTER, t h e  America1 Div i s ion  commander, 
p l u s  t h e  U . S .  a d v i s o r  of  t h e  2d ARVN D i v i s i o n ,  t h e  name of  Col-
o n e l  Dean HUTTER i s  given.  General  TOAN does n o t  seem t o  r e m e m -
b e r  anyone else be ing  p r e s e n t .  He s a i d  no a i d e  o r  s t a f f  o f f i c e r  
was p r e s e n t ,  and he  a l s o  mentions t h a t  L ieu t enan t  TAN'S l e t t e r  
and t h e  VC propaganda were mentioned i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .  Now, 
when M r .  MACCRATE and I t a l k e d  t o  General  TOAN, I asked him 
c e r t a i n  q u e s t i o n s  concerning t h i s .  I asked General  TOAN: 

"Well,  t h i s  has  been most h e l p f u l ,  General  
TOAN, i n  t r y i n g  t o  c l e a r  up some of  t h e s e  
p o i n t s .  Did Colonel HENDERSON e v e r  t a l k  t o  
you a f t e r  t h i s ,  e v e r  t a l k  t o  you about  My 
L a i  (4) o r  Co Lay? Did Colonel  HENDERSON 
e v e r  come back t o  you a f t e r  t h a t  t i m e  and 
t a l k  t o  you about  Tu Cung? 

"A. I d o n ' t  remember, b u t  I d i d n ' t  h e a r  
any th ing  from t h e  U.S. s i d e  about  t h a t .  

"Q. Did General  YOUNG o r  Genera l  KOSTER? 

"A. General  KOSTER a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

"Q. Did he e v e r  t a l k  t o ,  you about  i t ?  

"A. H e  came t o  s e e  m e ,  and I t o l d  him my o r d e r .  

"Q. That  you were i n v e s t i g a t i n g  i t ?  

"A. I d i d .  
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"Q. You t o l d  him t h a t  you ordered Colonel 
K H I E N  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  i t ?  

"A. Yes, sir .  I j u s t  l e t  him know about 
t h a t  propaganda from the  VC s o  he could 
check i f  something had happened. " 

He responded t o  another  ques t ion:  

"A. 1 d o n ' t  remember, b u t  I t a l k e d  t o  some 
commander. I d o n ' t  remember i f  it was KOSTEK, 
b u t  I remember General KOSTER commanded a t  
t h a t  time. 

"Q. General YOUNG was ADC, b u t ,  a s  I r e c a l l  
what you i n d i c a t e d ,  you had t a l k e d  t o  him and 
you were having it i n v e s t i g a t e d .  I t  was VC 
propaganda, b u t  you a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t o  them i f  
they  had done t h i s ,  n o t  t o  do it any more. 

"A. Yes, s ir .  I made a note  i n  my r e p o r t . "  

So these  a r e  some of t h e  d e t a i l s  of what t r a n s p i r e d  i n  t h i s  
s h o r t  per iod  of t ime. 

A. Yes, s ir .  This does no t  spur  any a d d i t i o n a l  recol -
l e c t i o n s  on my p a r t  a t  a l l ,  General. No, it d e f i n i t e l y  does not .  
I feel t ha t  I zey be ,  ic en e f f c x t  tc remsrher t hese  t h i n g s ,  
g e t t i n g  near  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where I w i l l  t a l k  myself i n t o  it, and 
t r y i n g  t o  be abso lu te ly  f a c t u a l  about i t ,  I cannot .  I have n o t  
reached t h a t  p o i n t  y e t ,  a t ' a n y  r a t e .  In  t h i s  meeting, I r e c a l l  
only t h e  s u b j e c t  a s  I mentioned. I do not  r e c a l l  t h e  d a t e ;  I 
r e c a l l  nothing about t h i s ,  

MR MACCRATE: Why do you r e c a l l  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  Colonel HUTTER? 

A.  Well, because it was a s u b j e c t  which was r e f e r r e d  
t o  again and again throughout t h e  next  couple of months. I ' v e  
fo rgo t t en  j u s t  when t h e  Tien Phuoc Road was opened, but  .it had 
a permanence t o  it, you s e e ,  t h a t  was a s u b j e c t  of cont inuing  
conversat ion and a c t i o n .  

Q Was t h i s  t h e  f i r s t  time t h a t  it had been d iscussed?  
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A .  To my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h a t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  
I e v e r  heard  probably of Tien Phuoc a s  a m a t t e r  of f a c t  e x c e p t  
maybe j u s t  i n  pas s ing .  

Q. What was s a i d  about  it a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Genera l ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  General  KOSTER in t roduced  
t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  Tien Phuoc. I n  what c o n t e x t  I d o n ' t  know, b u t  
q u i t e  l i k e l y  it would have been i n  connec t ion  wi th  t h e  Burl ing-
t o n  T r a i l .  I d o n ' t  remember t h a t .  What he was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
was d i v i d i n g  t h e  e f f o r t  between America1 and t h e  2d I n f a n t r y  
D i v i s i o n ,  Vietnamese, i n  an e f f o r t  t o  g e t  t h a t  road  open. My 
r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  General  T O k V ' s  a t t i t u d e ,  n o t  expressed  "&en I 
d o n ' t  b e l i e v e ,  b u t  l a t e r  once o r  twice  a t  l e a s t  a l l u d i n g  t o  
it, w a s  t h a t  General  TOAN was n o t  n e a r l y  s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  road-opening o p e r a t i o n  as was General  KOSTER. But 

- General  TOAN, i n  o r d e r  t o  show good f a i t h  and keep what I took 
t o  be a very  f i n e  r a p p o r t  between General  KOSTER and h imse l f  
and between t h e  America1 and t h e  2d Vietnamese Div i s ion  a t  i t s  
p r e s e n t ,  a t  t h a t  t ime h igh  l e v e l ,  w a s  w i l l i n g  t o  go a long  w i t h  
it and p rov ide  some s e c u r i t y  t r o o p s ,  which he d i d .  

Q A t  t h a t  t ime ,  and I t h i n k  we've g o t  t h i s  d a t e  f a i r l y  
w e l l  f i x e d ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was f a i r l y  w e l l  underway. The Arner-
i c a n s  had a l r e a d y  r e c e i v e d  a t o t a l  o f  21 wounded from t h e  mor ta r  
a t t a c k  on t h e  1 3 t h ,  and g e n e r a l l y  speaking  t h e  ARVN w e r e  t a k i n g  
t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  and t h e  U.S. w e r e  hand l ing  t h e  sou the rn  p a r t ,  
g e n e r a l l y  a long  t h e  n o r t h e r n  r eaches  of  b a s e  a r e a  117 as  I re-
c a l l  t h e  number o f  it. 

This  shou ld  s t a n d  o u t  p r e t t y  v i v i d l y  i n  your mind 
because t h i s  shou ld  have been,  I t h i n k ,  your  f i r s t  meeting w i t h  
General  KOSTER, o t h e r  t han  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you probably went up 
on a c o u r t e s y  c a l l  wi th  General  KOSTER. 

A.  This  w a s  n o t  my f i r s t ,  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  one of my 
f i r s t .  There may have been o t h e r  meet ings  which,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  
I do n o t  recal l .  I r e c a l l  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  meet ing,  I t h i n k ,  
more because o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  t han  any o t h e r  r ea son .  And, I 
most c e r t a i n l y  do n o t  r e c a l l  any th ing  t h e n ,  b e f o r e ,  o r  l a t e r  
on- t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h i s  My Lai  t h i n g ,  which I r e c a l l  i n d i c a t i n g  
to you on my l a s t  appearance is  a sou rce  of  g r e a t  t r o u b l e  t o  
me. I d o n ' t  have an i n f a l l i b l e  memory by any means. 
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Q- I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  word My Lai would have eve r  
been used. I t  would very l i k e l y  have been centered  around 
Son My, which i s  t h e  name of t h e  v i l l a g e .  

A,  Yes, 

Q A l l  records  and Vietnamese documents r e  f e r r e d  
t o  Tu Cung and t o  Co Luy. And a l l  nf t h i s ,  of course ,  took 
p lace  i n  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  

A.  Son Tinh, of course ,  i s  as  we l l  known as My 
Lai s i n c e  a l l  t h e  p u b l i c i t y  of t h e  s u b j e c t .  I t  s t i l l  d o e s n ' t  
mean anything t o  me, except  a s  p inpoin t ing  it a l i t t l e  more 
than My Lai .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  poss ib ly  General TOAN going t o  the 
map and p o i n t i n g  ou t  where Tu Cung i s ?  

A. N o ,  s ir ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q Son My? 

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  him po in t ing  a t  t h e  map 
a t  a l l ,  al though he f r equen t ly  d id .  I t ' s  a source of g r e a t  
anxie ty  t h a t  t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  i f  it was d iscussed  a t  a l l ,  d i d  n o t  
r e g i s t e r  wi th  me. I ' m  seeking reasons why perhaps it d i d n ' t  
now. I f  it were d iscussed  i n  these t e r m s ;  due  t o  my neophyte 
s t a t u s  then ,  I d i d  n o t  recognize and a t t a c h  any s i g n i f i c a n c e  
t o  it. But a document l i k e  t h a t  t h a t  made a l l e g a t i o n s  of 
5 0 0  c i v i l i a n s ,  I cannot imagine t h a t  it would n o t  r e g i s t e r .  
Tha t ' s  a f a n t a s t i c  f i g u r e .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  it would have r e g i s -
t e r e d ,  it would seem, because I was new. A f i g u r e  l i k e  t h a t  
would e i t h e r  i n  World War I1 o r  i n  Korea have i n c i t e d  a l o t  
of i n t e r e s t ,  b u t  t o  t h e  o l d  hand, poss ib ly  no t  a s  much t h e  new. 
And I h a d n ' t  heard a s h o t  f i r e d  i n  anger f o r  q u i t e  some time. 

Q. I f  it was l i k e  t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  t h ink  it would make 
any d i f f e r e n c e  whether you were o l d  o r  new. 

A. I would agree ;  I would agree.  

Q Well, now, you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  dur ing  this per iod ,  
you were v i s i t i n g  a l o t  of p laces  with Colonel GUINN? 
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A.  With Colonel G U I N N ,  yes ,  s ir .  Not always with him. 
When he could spa re  t h e  t ime,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  he came along. I 
know he was with me t h e  b e s t  p a r t  s f  1 day and some p a r t s  of 
o t h e r  days. But my p i l o t  knew where a l l  t hese  p laces  were 
because he flew t h e r e  a l l  t he  time. Sometimes I went unaccom-
panied and met t h e  d i s t r i c t  adv i so r ,  and he introduced me t o  
t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f .  

Q- Did Colonel G U I N N  ever  d i scuss  t h i s  s u b j e c t  with you? 

A.  No, s i r .  I have no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of any d i scuss ion  
of any i n c i d e n t  of t h i s  type a t  any time during my t o u r .  And 
t h a t ,  as  I say ,  i s  a s t r ange  t h i n g  t o  me, I do n o t  understand 
how something l i k e  t h i s  could have gone on and then  suddenly 
blossomed, and I d id  n o t  know about it. 

Q- Let me r e f e r  you t o  t h i s  document (Exhib i t  M-34) . 
Here i s  a memorandum prepared by Lieutenant  TAN. The English 
t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  t h e  l a t e r  p a r t  of it. You w i l l  n o t i c e  the 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  of i t ?  

A .  Yes, I s e e ,  t o  2d ARVN Divis ion  headquarters  and 
MACV s e c t o r .  Well, t h a t ,  of course,  was Colonel G U I N N ' s  o u t f i t .  

Q. T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  So, we know t h a t  General TOAN had 
a copy of t h i s .  We know a l s o  t h a t  they had it i n  t h e  advisory 
s t a f f .  

A .  On t h e  province s i d e .  

Q On t h e  province s i d e .  

A. Well, t o  t h e  b e s t  of my knowledge, I b e l i e v e  I 
have never seen t h a t  document i n  any form. 

Q. Well, d o e s n ' t  it seem s t r a n g e  t h a t  Colonel G U I N N  
would have a document such as  t h i s  with t h e  information t h a t  
it con ta ins  and s o  f o r t h  and would no t  inform you about i t ?  

A.  Yes, it does. I suppose t h e  informat ion  i n  it o r  
t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  would depend, s o  f a r  a s  t h e  n o t i c e  taken of 
them, on t h e  percept ion  of the  i n d i v i d u a l  who became aware of 
it. That i s  t o  say ,  I d o n ' t  know. Perhaps t h e  province people 
had many a l l e g a t i o n s  made of t h i s  na tu re ,  and t h i s  was another  
one of t h a t  type.  I d o n ' t  know. With r e s p e c t  t o  Colonel GUINN 
having mentioned it t o  me, t h e r e  r e a l l y  would be no reason f o r  
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him t o  do s o  e x c e p t  t h a t  it i s  a very h o r r i b l e  a l l e g a t i o n  
which would e x c i t e  c u r i o s i t y .  But, s o  f a r  a s  t h e  involve-  
ment of t h e  d i v i s i o n  adv i so ry  team, t h e r e  was none, and 
t h e r e f o r e  he may have thought  it a s  s t r i c t l y  p rov ince  b u s i n e s s .  

Q - Oh, h e  knows it a s  w e l l  a s  anybody e l s e  t h a t  
d i v i s i o n  has  a copy of  it. So he has  every  reason  i n  t h e  
world  t o  t a l k  t o  you about  it. 

A. W e l l ,  I see your  p o i n t ,  s i r .  But a copy o f  t h i s  
w a s  n o t  s e n t  t o  the 2d ARVN Div i s ion  advisory  team. 

Q. W e l l ,  t h a t  may be t r u e ,  b u t  I t h i n k  one has  t o  
assume r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between you and t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander 
t o  the p o i n t  where he would show you a copy of it and make 
such in fo rma t ion  a v a i l a b l e .  

A. One would t h i n k  s o .  Although, as I s t a t e d  l a s t  
t i m e ,  t h i s  w a s  a p e r i o d  of  TOAN and myself becoming acqua in t ed ,  
and I w a s  most unimpressed w i t h  what I saw i n  every  way. Rela-
t i o n s  were n o t  c o r d i a l  between us .  They w e r e  very p o l i t e ,  b u t  
s t u d i o u s l y  p o l i t e ,  n o t  genuinely  p o l i t e .  

Q. A t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime ,  i f  you r e c a l l ,  t h e  combined 
campaign p l a n  had j u s t  been pub l i shed .  Although it w a s  e f f e c t i v e  
f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  o f  1968 ,  it was l a t e  i n  g e t t i n g  o u t  
and be ing  e f f e c t e d ,  p r i m a r i l y  because T e t  s e t  t h e  t h i n g  back s o  
Lhat the ;La2 did n ~ tc o x  cut until scme time in Xzrch. T h i s  
combined campaign p l a n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s p e l l e d  o u t ,  f o r  example, 
t h e  n e u t r a l i z a t i o n  of  b a s e  a r e a  117 as  a primary t a r g e t  f o r  t h e  
America1 Div i s ion ,  and it a l s o  s p e l l e d  o u t  c l o s e r  coope ra t ion  
and c o o r d i n a t i o n  between U . S .  and ARVN f o r c e s .  I t  was a t  t h i s  
t i m e ,  i f  I can i n t e r p r e t  what I h e a r  from people  from d i v i s i o n ,  
t h a t  t h e  -America2 D i v i s i o n  was making a major e f f o r t  i n  developing 
c l o s e r  coope ra t ion  and c o o r d i n a t i o n  wi th  t h e  ARVN. I t h i n k  t h e  
number of t r o o p s  t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Bur l ing ton  T r a i l  and Nor- 
f o l k  V ic to ry ,  t h e  magnitude of  t hose  o p e r a t i o n s  would i n d i c a t e  
much c l o s e r  coope ra t ion  than  e x i s t e d  b e f o r e .  Now, w i th  a l l  t h i s  
going on and w i t h  t h e  d i v i s i o n  t r y i n g  t o  develop t h i s ,  it seems 
a l i t t l e  b i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  me f o r  you t o  remain o u t s i d e  a11 of  t h i s l  

A ,  W e l l ,  1 d o n ' t  think a t  all, General, t h a - t  T remained 
o u t s i d e  o f  it, of  ach iev ing  a c l o s e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  on a cont inous  
b a s i s .  I d i d n ' t  remain o u t s i d e  o f  t h a t  a t  a l l .  A f t e r  I a r r i v e d ,  
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it appeared t o  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a l r e a d y  a s l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  
a very f i n e  r a p p o r t  between General  KOSTER and General  TOAN, 
and s o  f a r  as I can r e c o l l e c t ,  between b r i g a d e  commanders 
and t h e i r  ARWJ c o u n t e r p a r t s .  I r e c a l l  from s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  
q u a r t e r s  having t h e  emphasis p l aced  on ach iev ing  an even 
c l o s e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  This  I f e e l  I f o s t e r e d  and he lped  a long  
very d i r e c t l y ,  b u t  n c t  wh i l e  General KBSTEE w,vas t h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  
think, because he w a s n ' t  t h e r e  long  enough. C e r t a i n l y  I can 
say w i t h  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  when General  GETTYS came i n  t h a t  
o r i g i n a l l y  and i n i t i a l l y  General  TOAM was n o t  drawn t o  
General  GETTYS because he d i d n ' t  know him, and he  d i d n ' t  under- 
s t a n d  h i s  very s o l d i e r l y  ways. I t h i n k  he was i n t i m i d a t e d  by 
h i s  s i z e ,  t o o ,  I t  took him some months t o  g e t  c l o s e  t o  General  
GETTYS, A n d  I a s s l s t e d  g r e a t l y  i n  promoting t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  
What had e x i s t e d  b e f o r e  I a r r i v e d  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  
t h a t  you j u s t  b rought  up, and j u s t  a f t e r  I a r r i v e d ,  I t h i n k  I 
had only t h e  thought  i n  mind t h a t  w e  must t r y  t o  g e t  t h e  Amer- 
i c a n  and t h e  Vietnamese t o g e t h e r  more on t h e  f i e l d  o p e r a t i o n s  
and t o  g e t  t h e  Vietnamese o u t  of t h e  c i t i e s  and o u t  i n t o  t h e  
fire bases  where t hey  can probe t h e  enemy where h e  l i v e s .  That  
very definitely was a p a n  of my 1 n i . t ; - a ~a c k n v i ' d e s .  

Q - Well, you s e e ,  you s a i d  some t h i n g s  which would 
i n d i c a t e  '-&at Genera l ,  t hen  Colonel ,  TOAN was q u i t e  cooper- 
ative with General  KOSTER, and was g e t t i n g  a l o n g  w e l l  wi th  
h i m ,  and worked w e l l  w i th  him, and was g e t t i n g  t h i s  h igh  degree  
of coope ra t ion  i n a t  was shown him. What was y o u - ppi-chleiz 

I donut s e e  what your  problem was, 

A. My problem, General? , 

Be Y e s ,  You i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  f o r  2 o r  3 months you 
had t r o u b l e .  I t  seems t o  m e  t h a t  you had t h e  whole b a s i s  f o r  
a r e a l  so&d r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h e r e ,  i n s t e a d  of what you i n d i c a t e d ,  

A. 1 d o n ' t  know how t o  p u t  it s u c c i n c t l y ,  My q u a r r e l  
w i t h  TOAN never  was eyeba l l - t o -eyeba l l  c o n t a c t  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  
where we c a l l e d  each o t h e r  names. And a p a r t  from him, p a r t i c -  
u l a r l y  du r ing  the f i r s t  3 o r  4 weeks of  my o r i e n t a t i o n ,  I found 
so many t h i n g s  wrong every p l a c e  I looked,  Most s f  t h e  t ime 
it w a s  d e f i c i e n t  t r o o p s , '  b u t  o t h e r  t i m e s ,  it was RF/PF who 
w e r e  manning c e r t a i n  smal l  o u t p o s t s  i n  v a r i o u s  p l a c e s  w i th  
m u q i t i o n  thrown a l l  around,  t h e  w i r e  and f u s e s  t aken  o u t  of 
v a r i o u s  t y p e s  of  ammunition, t h e  charges  t aken  o f f  of t h e  f i n  
assembl ies  o f  mor ta r  rounds,  and t h e  mor ta r  rounds j u s t  r u s t -
i n g  away, a tremendous amount of-- 
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Q - ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A r e  you t a l k i n g  about  ARVN or  
a r e  you t a l k i n g  about  RF/PF? 

A. Both. 

Q. W e l l ,  t h e  RF/PF f e l l  under p rov ince .  

A. Y e s ,  b u t  General  TOAN owned those  two provinces  
and what I was a f t e r  him t o  do was n o t  only  c l e a n  up t h e  
d i v i s i o n  area s o  t h a t  it looked Pike a s o l d i e r l y  o u t f i t ,  b u t  
a l s o  g e t  a f t e r  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f s  and r e q u i r e  t h a t  t hey  do 
t h e  same t h i n g  w i t h  the RF/PF. During t h i s  p e r i o d  of t i m e  
I had r e a l l y  no concept ion  of  t h e  o t h e r  problems,  a s  I t h i n k  
I i n d i c a t e d  a t  my prev ious  appearance,  t h a t  General  TOAN had 
wi th  va r ious  p r e s s u r e s  t h a t  were brought  a g a i n s t  him. These 
problems t h a t  immediately h i t  me i n  t h e  f a c e  were n o t  t h e  
on ly  ones w i t h  which he  had t o  contend,  b u t  du r ing  t h i s  per-  
i o d  of t i m e  I r e c a l l  no occas ion  where I had anyth ing  comple- 
mentary t o  s a y  about  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o p e r a t i o n s .  They went o u t  
i n  t h e  daytime and sometimes they  s t a y e d  o u t ,  b u t  t hey  withdrew 
i n t o  t h e s e  very  convent iona l  b ivouac arrangements du r ing  t h e  
n i g h t .  More f r e q u e n t l y  they  came back i n t o  t h e  towns. They 
were townbound. The f i r s t  b i g  breakthrough between TOAN and 
myselt  came when I convinced him t h a t  t h e  t h i n g  t o  do w a s  t o  
g e t  a t  l e a s t  one b a t t a l i o n  o u t  h e r e  t o  t h i s  p o i n t  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  
t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  it had e v e r  been done. I t  took m e  3 weeks, 
and about  a week l a t e r  it became h i s  I d e a ,  which i s  f i n e .  I 
d i d  t h e  same t h i n q  over  h e r e ,  and then  he g o t  t h e  i d e a  and 
r ece ived  many p l a u d e t s  from t h e  U . S .  and t h e  America1 Div i s ion  
and s o  on f o r  doing this, and he k ind  of f e l l  i n  love  wi th  
t h a t  i d e a .  During t h i s  i n i t i a l  p e r i o d ,  General ,  I d i d n ' t  
have anyth ing  good t o  s ay  t o  him. The good r e l a t i o n s h i p  tha t  
we developed a f t e rwards  was n o t  be ing  b u i l t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
I t  was a s t r a i n e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  W e  conversed much of  t h e  t ime 
i n  French because he  id a g radua te  of S a i n t  Cyr, and 1 r e c a i i  
one occas ion  where it was brought  home t o  me t h a t  he r e a l l y  
d i d n ' t  l i k e  me very much. I t  occur red  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  
a v i s i t  t o  P h i l  BOLTE" o u t f i t ,  t o  Colonel  THO up i n  Tam Ky, 
and on t h e  way back from Colonel  T H O r s h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  which 
was about  two b locks ,  w e  walked a long  t h e  road  t o  t h e  chopper 
pad and d i s c u s s e d  t h i n g s  in French among THO and General  TOAM 
and myself .. j u s t  l i g h t  c h i t c h a t .  The s u b j e c t  of BOLTE came 
up. BOLTE w a s  n o t  p h y s i c a l l y  p r e s e n t  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  moment, 
and THO s a i d  t o  TOAN t h a t  he  had g r e a t  r e s p e c t  f o r  P h i l  and 
t h a t  P h i l  w a s  a r e a l  s o l d i e s  and had done a f i n e  job f o r  him, 
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but  he found it sometimes d i f f i c u l t  t o  t a l k  to him. I r e c a l l  
having s a i d ,  "p ro fess iona l  b u t  d i f f i c u l t  i n  n a t u r e ,  " i n  French, 
and TOAN s a i d ,  "Yes, t h a t ' s  a good way t o  express  it; l i k e  
y o u r s e l f . "  That was m; f i r s t  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  we had a Mexican 
s t andof f .  I mention these  th ings  only t o  f i l l  o u t  a l i t t l e  
bit of t h e  background of our  relationship as ~t began. 

Q .  Well, you can s e e  here  General TOAN has t h i s  
knowledge, and PHO has t h i s  knowledge, and you a r e  i n  t h e  same 
headquar ters .  G U I N N  has t h i s  knowledge. I t  seems a l i t t l e  
incomprehensible t h a t  t h i s  information was not brought t o  
your a t t e n t i o n .  

A .  I would be t h e  f i r s t  t o  ag ree ,  General. I am unable 
t o  co r robora te ,  and it does no t  seem reasonable t h a t  I should 
n o t  be a b l e  t o  corrobora te ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t ,  some of t h e s e  
t h i n g s ,  bu t  1 cannot. 

Q Well, we have one o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  L&at we might
d i scuss  and t h i s  has t o  do with your  GZ advisor .  

-
A .  Major EARLE , Tom EARLE. 

Q. What d i d  he ever  t e l l  you? 

..-A. rvca ~ r e n t i u n e dibiajoi- E A X E  on the pliofie i n  eiir can-
v e r s a t i o n ,  General ,  and t h a t s s  r e a l l y  t h e  f i r s t  time I thought 
about Tom i n  connection with what you asked me t o  do over  t h e  
weekend be fo re  t h i s  one. I reviewed everyth ing  t h a t  I could 
remember involv ing  personal  t a l k s  and s o  on between Tom and 
myself ,  and I remember many. He was i n  t h e  same chopper t h e  
f i r s t  time we were s h o t  a t .  We had some wounded i n  t h e  chopper 
and s o  on. I have abso lu t l ey  no r e c o l l e c t i o n  of Major EARLE 
having d iscussed  any such i n c i d e n t  with me a t  a l l .  

Q Let  m e  read you a l i t t l e  b i t  s f  t h e  testimony from 
Major EARLE. Up t o  t h i s  p o i n t  I ' v e  been asking Major EARLE 
ques t ions  concerning c e r t a i n  documents and what h e  knew about 
var ious  t h i n g s ,  and M r .  MACCRATE very a p t l y  emphasized t h i s  when 
he  s a i d  t h i s :  

"Major EARLE, you've t o l d  us t h a t  you've heard 
from Colonel G U I N N  about t h e  VC propaganda 
l e a f l e t ,  t h a t  you heard from Colonel G U I N N  
something about t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ' s  r e p o r t ,  
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t h a t  you hea rd  from Colonel  G U I N N ,  t h a t  t h e  
prov ince  c h i e f  had someone looking  i n t o  i t ,  . 
t h a t  you hea rd  from Colonel  G U I N N ,  t h a t  he w a s  
p a s s i n g  it up through h i s  channe ls ,  and t h a t  
you h e a r d  from Colonel G U I N N  t h a t  he w a s  
s e e k i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  in format ion  about t h i s  
m a t t e r .  You s a i d  a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  t o  us 
t h i s  a f t e rnoon .  

"A. Yes, s ir .  

"MR MACCRATE: Now, have you any f u r t h e r  r e c o l -  
l e c t i o n  of what Colonel  G U I N N  s a i d  t o  you o t h e r  
t h a n  t h e s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I have j u s t  l i s t e d  t o  you? 

"A. N o ,  I d o n ' t  have any a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion .  " 

The p o i n t  be ing  t h a t  h e r e  i s  a s u b o r d i n a t e  o f  yours  t h a t  has  a l l  
of t h i s  i n fo rma t ion ,  and f r a n k l y  he has  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  o f  t h e  
in format ion?  

A. I have no e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  why it was n o t  mentioned 
t o  m e .  

0. Do you r e c a l l  a meeting t h a t  was h e l d  about 
t h e  middle of  A p r i l  a f t e r  t h e  b r i e f i n g  a t  2d ARVN Div i s ion  
headqua r t e r s  which took p l a c e  i n  e v i d e n t l y  t h e  a d v i s o r  s 
o f f i c e  o r  i n  thnt g c m r z 1  zcighbcrhccd S 3 t x z e n  a t  lesst  
Colonel G U I N N  and Major EARLE? There were o t h e r  people  
p r e s e n t ,  b u t  it i s  ha rd  t o  p u t  people  t h e r e .  

A. W e l l ,  o f  course ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  any s p e c i f i c  meet ing 
a t  a l l .  This  was about  t h e  1 5 t h  o f  A p r i l ,  g i v e  o r  t a k e  a day o r  
two? 

Q. I t  would c e r t a i n l y  be  a f t e r  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  Colonel  
TOAN had d i r e c t e d  Colonel  K H I E N  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  it which was on 
t h e  1 5 t h  of A p r i l ,  

A .  I have no r e c o l P e c t i s n  of  any such meeting,  Genera l ,  
b u t ,  of  c o u r s e ,  GUINM was i n  and around whenever he p l ea sed  t o  be, 
Not very often but--sir, I recaii no such meeting.  
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Q. W e l l ,  I w i l l  r e ad  you a l i t t l e  b i t  more. Weere 
t a l k i n g  about EARLE and h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  h i s  c o u n t e r p a r t ,  
and t h e  q u e s t i o n  was : 

"Wna t  was your r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  the G2 of .ihe 
ARVN d i v i s i o n  and what w a s  h i s  name? 

"A. Major PHO, Tan Van PHO t o  be e x a c t .  I knew 
Major PHO very w e l l .  I thought  he  was a very 
competent o f f i c e r  and a r e a l  o u t s t a n d i n g  man, 
and I have t h e  utmost  r e s p e c t  and admira t ion  
for Major PHO. An o u t s t a n d i n g  man by any s t a n -  
d a r d  of measure. 

''QO BQ you t h i n k  he  w a s  a highly competent 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r ?  Is ' t h a t  what you'  re 
s a y i n g ?  

"Q. Were you f a m i l i a r  w i th  any r e p o r t s  which may 
have been provided t h e  d i v i s i o n  commander o r  
t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  from t h e  Son Tinh 
D i s t r i c t  some t ime toward t h e  end of March, o r  
the f i rs t  ~ z r tof April, o r  a f t e r  ccncernina t31.i.s 
My La i?  

"A. No, s i r ,  I was n o t .  However, I hea rd  of 
an i n c i d e n t  t h e r e ,  and I b e l i e v e  it t o  be t h e  same 
one. I d i d n D t  h e a r  it from him though. I n  f a c t ,  
I d i s c u s s e d  what I hea rd  wi th  him, and he l a b e l e d  
it VC propaganda, and t h a t  was about it. 

"Q, What d i d  you h e a r ?  

"A. W e l l ,  s i r ,  I hea rd ,  I b e l i e v e ,  from L ieu tenan t  
Colone l  GUINN, who was t h e  s e c t o r  a d v i s o r ,  du r ing  
o u r  d a i l y  morning b r i e f i n g ,  and I b e l i e v e  people  
from h i s  s e c t o r  team had h e a r d  t h a t  about  500 
South Vietnamese were k i l l e d  from a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  
or t h a t  t h e  America1 Americans had k i l l e d  500 
South Vietnamese by a r t i l l e r y  f i r e ,  and t h a t  was 
about  t h e  e x t e n t  of it. 
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D i d  he  t e l l  you how h e  g o t  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion?  

"A, I b e l i e v e  he s a i d  someone had a l e a f l e t ,  a 
VC l e a f l e t ,  o r  something o f  t h i s  n a t u r e . "  

A. I r e c a l l  no th ing .  

Q The i n d i c a t i o n  from Major EARLE w a s  t h a t  t h i s  had 
been mentioned by Colonel  G U I N N  i n  h i s  s t a f f  b r i e f i n g ,  and 
t h a t  subsequent ly  Colonel  G U I N N  and perhaps Major EARLE and 
o t h e r s  g o t  t o g e t h e r  and t a l k e d  about t h i s .  

A, I t  would seeN so. 

Q. Yes? 

A. I had a s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  every morning and e i t h e r  
Colonel  G U I N N  w a s  t h e r e  o r  h e  had one of h i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  
~ io rma l lyh i s  s e c t o r  3 ,  i f  f o r  some reason  he was n o t  t h e r e  
h i m s e l f .  And very f r e q u e n t l y ,  I c a n ' t  be  s p e c i f i c  about  any 
one such occur rence ,  b u t  very  f r e q u e n t l y  I had i n  my mind t h a t  
r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  formal  p a r t  of  t h e  b r i e f i n g  was ove r ,  and I 
g o t  up and went back t o  my o f f i c e ,  o r  c a l l e d  people  i n  t o  
t a l k  t o  them about cne t h i n g  o r  a n o t h e r ,  o t h e r  members of  
t h e  team t h a t  were a t  t h i s  b r i e f i n g  would g e t  t o g e t h e r  w i th  
c e r t a i n  people  and d i s c u s s  t h i n g s .  I can remember much t a l k  
i n  Gie b r i e f i n g  ivoiii i o i l o w i i i y  tlie b r ie f i i ig  and--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I ' m  t h i n k i n g ,  though,  t h a t  s p e c i f -
i c a l l y  i n  t h e  b r i e f i n g  given by Colonel  G U I N N  h e  had a l l u d e d  
t o  t h i s  i t e m ,  500 Vietnamese be ing  k i l l e d ,  and then  subse-
q u e n t l y  t hey  d i s c u s s e d  it i n  g r e a t e r  depth  when many of the 
o t h e r  t h i n g s  saw  ~ I L " , ,  

A .  W e l l  t h a t  may b e ,  General ,  because a t  t h e  s e c t s r -
prov ince  l e v e l ,  they  had t h e i r  b r i e f i n g  a t  t h e  same t i m e  we  
had o u r s ,  and sometimes Colonel  G U I N N  would come t o  o u r s  and 
sometimes he  would no t .  So i t ' s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  he men-
t i o n e d  it i n  h i s  own b r i e f i n g - -

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  N o ,  Eon t a l k i ~ gabout t h e  fact t h a t  
a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  t h e  morning b r i e f i n g  a t  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  
t h i s  had been mentioned, and t h a t  subsequent  t o  t h i s  t ime  t h a t  
d i s c u s s i o n  ensued. 
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A. The only t ime, on Monday morning, and it was 
r e g u l a r  as  clockwork, then Colonel TOAN a t tended t h e  morning 
b r i e f i n g .  The only o t h e r  time he would do s o  would be t i m e s  
of g r e a t  s t r e s s ,  when t h e r e  was c e r t a i n  a c t i v i t y  going on 
t h a t  he f e l t  he had t o  keep h i s  f i n g e r  on and g e t  caught up 
i n  f i r s t  t h i n g  i n  t h e  morning. But only t h e  Monday b r i e f i n g  
d i d  R e  a t t e n d ,  and only t h e r e f o r e  the  Monday b r i e f i n g  of the  
2d ARVN Divis ion d id  I a t t e n d .  My deputy a t tended every 
b r i e f i n g . 
Q - Well, which b r i e f i n g  d i d  Colonel G U I N N  a t t end?  

A. Well, I seem t o  r e c a l l  t h a t  Colonel G U I N N  would 
a t t e n d  the  Monday morning b r i e f i n g  a t  2d ARVN Divis ion.  

Q. Would he n o t  a t t e n d  your own s t a f f  b r i e f i n g s ?  

A. I f  it were a  Monday morning, Colonel G U I N N  would 
be t h e r e ,  yes .  My b r i e f i n g  was a t  8 o '  c lock;  my s t a f f  
b r i e f e d  me a t  8 o ' c l o c k ,  The ARVN b r i e f i n g  normzlly took 
p lace  a t  8: 30 i n  another  b u i l d i n g ,  b u t  very c lose  by. 
Colonel G U I N N ' s  b r i e f i n g  took p lace ,  I suppose, a good mile  
and a  h a l f  away a t  h i s  own headquar ters ,  and I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  
j u s t  exac t ly  t h e  t iming,  b u t  I th ink  it was about t h e  same 
time w e  had ours .  But it was only t h e  Monday morning b r i e f i n g  
that  C~lnnelGTJlNN and mysel f  normally a t tended a t  t h e  2d 
ARW Division.  

Q e  
 The time per iod  we ' re  t a i k i n g  about is t h e  middle 
of Apr i l .  I t  does happen t h a t  t h e  15th of Apr i l  was a 
Monday. There i s  no ques t ion  about i t  being a t  t h e  ARVN 
Divis ion.  You s a i d  maybe Colonel ULSAKER was t h e r e ,  b u t  it 
w a s  pointed out  it was probably i n  A p r i l  because of t h e  
s u b j e c t  matter .  Major EARLE i n d i c a t e d ,  w e l l ,  Colonel 
ULSAKER was gone; i f  t he  advisor  was gone, it would have 
been Colonel HUTTER, no t  him. He s a i d :  

" I  was th ink ing  t h a t  t h i s  t h i n g  came o u t  about 
t h e  time it happened, and i f  t h a t  were t h e  case ,  
then  Colonel ULSAKER would have been t h e r e .  But 
i f  it came ou t  i n  A p r i l ,  then Colonel HUTTER 
would have been t h e  one t h a t  was t h e r e .  

"Q. Do you remember who was a t  the  b r i e f i n g  
o t h e r  than yourse l f  and Colonel GUINN? 
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"A. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  no, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I know who 
t h e  members of  t h e  team t h a t  were t h e r e  a t  t h e  
t i m e  were ,  b u t  e x a c t l y  who w a s  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g ,  
I a m  n o t  s u r e . "  

Then he went on t o  l i s t  t h e  group of people  t h a t  w e r e  i n  t h e  
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Major HANCOCK, Major DOSIER, Major 
GRAY, and Colonel  CROMWELL. H e  a l s o  mentioned Capta in  FREE-
MYRE. The d i s c u s s i o n  was who would probably have been w i t h  
Colonel  G U I N N ,  and it was mentioned t h a t  t h e n  Major HACKING 
might have been wi th  him. So t h i s  was t h e  s u b j e c t  t h a t  
Colonel  G U I N N  had broached,  and subsequent ly  t h e r e  w a s  t h i s  
d i s c u s s i o n .  

A. Come t o  t h i n k  of it, t h a t  would have been t h e  
second Monday t h a t  I would have been over  t h e r e .  The f i r s t  
Monday I was n o t  y e t  t h e r e .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  would ha.;i-e been 
t h e  1st. The 1st would have been around then .  That  may have 
been a Monday. I d i d n ' t  come back from Hue u n t i l  t h e  l s t ,  
and then  s p e n t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  n i g h t  i n  Danang. So I a r r i v e d  
down a t  Quang Ngai on the'  2nd wi th  Major EARLE. I n c i d e n t a l l y  
I r e c a l l  hav ing  j u s t  come--that was t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I had m e t  
him; he was on h i s  way back from R&K.  I n  going from Danang 
t o  Quang Ngai, w e  s topped  a t  Hoi An. Colonel  Tom JENKINS 
had been my b r i g a d e  execu t ive  when I commanded a b r i g a d e  i n  
t h e  S t a t e s  and a r ranged  f o r  me t o  go o u t  t o  s e e  something 
of Quang Nam Province.  We f lew o u t  t o  An Hoa and g o t  
bad ly  s h o t  up. H i s  S3 l o s t  h i s  l e g  and s o  on ,  

That  must have been my i n i t i a l  Monday. O f  cou r se ,  
on Mondays t o o  t h e r e  w a s  a 2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o n  t r a d i t i o n a l  
f l a g - r a i s i n g  ceremony, The fo l lowing  Monday and Mondays 
a f t e r  t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  recal l  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  General ,  excep t  t h a t  
t h e  second Monday may w e l l  have been one of my o r i e n t a t i o n  
days e lsewhere  which would have c a l l e d  f o r  an e a r l i e r  t a k e o f f .  
I cannot  s ay  t h a t - - t h a t ' s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  on ly ,  and I mention it 
only i n  t h a t  con tex t .  But normally I w a s  t h e r e  on Monday f o r  
t h e  ceremony, my b r i e f i n g ,  and General  TOAN'S b r i e f i n g ,  and 
then  w e  would go wherever was necessary .  But t h e r e  is a 
p o s s i b i l i t y ,  o f  cou r se ,  t h a t  I was n o t  a t  t h e  second one s i n c e  
t h a t  w a s  w e l l  w i t h i n  t h e  i n i t i a l - -  

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  w e l l ,  you w e r e .  
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A. Get t ing  around, I do n o t  r e c a l l  having been o r  
having n o t  been. 

0. Recognizing t h a t ,  doesn't it seem most unusual 
t h a t  your i n t e l l i g e n c e  advisor  who worked f o r  you would have 
a l l  of t h i s  information and he would keep it t o  himself and / 

mention nothing t o  you? 

A,  I t  does indeed, it does indeed, However, never 
having d iscussed  t h i s  with Major EARLE, I ga thered  from t h e  
testimony t h a t  you read t h a t  h i s  percept ion  of -the propaganda 
l e a f l e t s  and t h a t  which was t o l d  him d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  cause 
much 'of a st ir  i n  h i s  mind. I have t h e  impression t h a t  he 
passed it o f f  as another  one of those r i d i c u l o u s  a l l e g a t i o n s  
o r  something. That i s  t h e  impression I go t  from the  testimony. 
So t h a t  may, i f  t h a t  i s  t r u e ,  account f o r  h i s  n o t  mentioning it. 

a W e l l ,  there i s  some i n d i c a t i o n  oC a d i scuss ion  
of 500 women and ch i ld ren  k i l l e d .  This i s  prepos terous ,  be-
yond the  realm of comprehension s o  t o  speak? 

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  Also it would seem p o s s i b l e  t h a t  s i n c e  
I was s o  new and s i n c e  t h i s  was a t  l e a s t  a t  f i r s t  glance a 
preposterous aliegai;i"ii,iioi;iiing saiz for "I-.---Cllu3c "-.c w o  reasons.  

Q - W e l l ,  I would take  it q u i t e  t h e  oppos i te .  I would 
take  it t h a t  f o r  t h i s  reason it would be c a l l e d  t o  your 
a t t e n t i o n ,  s~mebodywanting t o  make su re  t h a t  h i s  new boss 
would be c u t  i n  on everyth ing ,  you know. 

A ,  I t  c e r t a i n l y  could be argued from both s i d e s  of 
t h e  fence.  

Q. Yes. I would argue very s t rong ly  on t h e  l a t t e r .  

A .  Yes, it c e r t a i n l y  i s ,  s ir .  

MR MACCRATE: I s e e  very l i t t l e  b a s i s  f o r  arguing it t h e  
o t h e r  way, Colonel HUTTER, and I am q u i t e  s t r u c k  by your 
testimony of t h a t  p o i n t  because here  i s  something t h a t  Major 
EAIUE t o l d  us was being i n v e s t i g a t e d  by Colonel G U I N N .  This 
wasn ' t  dismissed,  and t o  avoid it i n  t h a t  way i s  not  dea l ing  
squarely with t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

A.  Yesl s ir .  

APP T-166 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


a - General  KOSTER speaks  of  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  
Colonel  TOAN and he says :  

"I b e l i e v e  to t h e  b e s t  of  my r e c o l l e c t i ~ n  I 
went t h e r e  t o  s e e  i f  he f e l t  t h e r e  w a s  any th ing  
t o  t h i s ,  i f  he was concerned about  t h i s ,  i f  h e  
had a s o u r c e ,  a South Vietnamese s o u r c e ,  t h a t  
had been a b l e  t o  uncover anyth ing  t h a t  w e  h a d n ' t  
as U . S ,  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  and been a b l e  t o  check it 
o u t .  I" 

You n o t i c e  t h a t  General  KOSTER i s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h i s .  

"I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  whether he s a i d  he had i n v e s t i -  
g a t e d  t h i s  o r  he  was i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h i s .  A t  
t h a t  s t a g e  of t h e  game he d i d  n o t .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  he  took t h e  f i g u r e s  t h a t  had been p u t  
i n  t h e  propaganda a s  be ing  a c c u r a t e .  And I 
t h i n k  I l e f t  w i th  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  i f  he  d i d  
uncover--and gave him t h e  i d e a  t h a t  i f  h e  d i d  
uncover anyth ing  h e r e ,  he should send  it on 
t o  me .  " 

Now what i s  your r e c o l l e c t i o n  of such a  d i s c u s s i o n  between 
General  KOSTER and Col3nel  TOFN? 

3 .--. No recoilecticn at ail, Mr. YACCRATE. 

Q - W i l l  yau deny t h a t  such a conve r sa t ion  took p l a c e ?  

A. I do n o t  deny it. 1 simpiy say  t h a t  I do n o t  
recall  any such conve r sa t ion ,  

Q .  . A l l  o f  t h e s e  t h ings  going on &out you, an6 you
j u s t  had ne awareness of what p e ~ p l e  were doing? 

A. I would n o t  have had awareness f o r  s e v e r a l  reasons  
un le s s  t hey  had s p e c i f i c a l l y  come t o  me w i t h  t h i s ,  They d id  
no t .  I was busy w i t h  o t h e r  things, t r y i n g  -to g e t  my f e e t  or, 
t h e  ground, becomf rrs knowlel-j.e?.5le .=fr- .--

0- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  This  is  a p a r t  of g e t t i n g  you.r feet 
on t h e  ground. This  i s  a p a r t  of becoming knowledgeable. 

A, I agree .  
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Q And you--

A. [ I n t e r p o s i n g )  But t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b j e c t  was 
never  broached t o  m e .  Eor what reason  I can only c o n j e c t u r e  
as w e  d i s c u s s e d  a f e w  moments ago, b u t  it i s  only c o n j e c t u r e  -
as t o  why it w a s  no t .  I w i l l  never  know. 

10: W e l l ,  a t  t h e  same t ime ,  w e  have t h e s e  s t a t emen t s  
from Major PHO and Colonel  TOAN t h a t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  were d i s -
cussed with you and you were t h e r e .  

-" .ae r e s ,  sir, b u t  t h e r e  would be nothing--bel ieve m e  
when 1 s ay  t h a t  I have cudgeled my mind as b e s t  I can and 
no th ing  r e l a t i n g  t o  any such i n c i d e n t  a s  t h i s  comes t o  t h e  
f o r e .  There i s  no reason  f o r  m e  n o t  t o  mention it. I can 
a s s u r e  you, gentlemen, t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no reason f o r  me t o  d i s -
m i s s  t h i s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  i t ' s  a t e r r i b l e  a l l e g a t i o n .  And 
f ~ rt h a t  r ea son ,  I cannot  conceive why if it was e v e r  d i s -
cussed  i n  my presence how I: could p o s s i b l y  f o r g e t  it. 1 5 r n  
convinced t h a t  it i s  not a q u e s t i o n  of  hav ing  f o r g o t t e n  any-
t h i n g .  Itos t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  it never  having been t h e r e  i n  
t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  

9.  Weal, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  w e  can j u s t  d i smiss  what 
G e n e r d i  TGXG has tu s a y ,  wila-L Xajur  2 i i O  isiis to say , or' w h d t  
General. ROSTER had t o  s a y ,  because t h e y ' r e  a l l  s ay ing  t h e  
same thing. 

A. Are you r e f e r r i n g  now, General ,  t o  my having been 
p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n ?  

Q e  Y e s ,  

A. I have no th ing  t o  o f f e r  i n  t h a t  connec t ion ,  General ,  
except  t h a t  I j u s t  do n o t  r e c a l l  any th ing  a t  a l l ;  f o r  what 
reason I can only  c o n j e c t .  The p o s s i b i l i t y  e x i s t s  I suppose,  
and t h i s  is c o n j e c t u r e ,  t h a t  I was t h e r e  f o r  p a r t  of t h e  meet ing 
and w a s  gone and came back.  This  happened f r e q u e n t l y ,  p a r t i c -
u l a r l y  when I would g e t  e a i l s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning--if t h i s  
m e t i n g  happened e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning, and I d o n ' t  reca l l - - f rom 
CORDS on any number of t h i n g s .  I f  I w a s  i n  t h e  headqua r t e r s ,  
s i n c e  I was, 1 wanted t o  f i n d  o u t  about  it. But t h a t  is conjec-
t u r e ,  p u r e  c o n j e c t u r e .  I went over  w i th  p a i n s t a k i n g  d e t a i l  
e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  I could r e c a l l  t h a t  I s a i d  about  t h i s ,  p sych ic  
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arrangements,  t r y i n g  t o  f i x  i n  my mind's  eye where General  
KOSTER sat ,  and a l l  t h i s  s o r t  of t h ing .  During t h i s  meeting 
t h a t  I do r e c a l l  between General  TOAN--

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  t h e  meeting w e ' r e  
t a i k i n g  about ,  very f r a n k l y .  We're t a l k i n g  about  the Tien  
Phuoc o p e r a t i o n ,  

A, well, maybe, 

Q When you g e t  down t o  it, you had very f e w  meetings
wi th  General  KOSTER. Th i s ,  a s i d e  from maybe a c a l l  which you 
made on him, very l i k e l y  i s  t h e  f i r s t  meeting because as  I s a y ,  
we've gone ove r  t h i s  and we 've  gone over  it. The i n d i c a t i o n  
is  t h a t  t h i s  took p l a c e  on t h e  14 th  or 1 5 t h ,  probably t h e  15 th  
of Apr i l .  

A. Y e t  n o t h i n g ,  no th ing  comes t o  mind a t  a l l  r ega rd ing  
t h i s  s u b j e c t .  So f a r  a s  o t h e r  meetings w i th  General  KOSTER, 
t h e r e  may have been.  I f  t h e r e  were,  they w e r e  j u s t  i n  pas s ing .  
There was--no sub~ e c twas r e c a l l e d  then.  

Q General  KOSTER had good reason t o  be wi th  General  
TOAN on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  day,  because on a Friday--on a Sa tu r -
day t h e y ' d  had a rough day up t h e r e .  

A .  Yes, 

Q. They d i d n ' t  have enough t r oops  up t h e r e .  They
had 2 1  wounded on t h e  1 3 t h  and t h e r e  was p r e s s u r e  on Tam Ky. 
He had good reason  t o  come down and t a l k  t o  General  TOAN about  
t h e  Bur l ing ton  T r a i l  o p e r a t i o n ,  about  Tien Phuoc o r  whatever  
people  want t o  p u t  on E L ,  because of t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

A .  Y e s ,  i t  seems so. 

Q e  So t h i s  is  t h e  t o p i c  of d i s u c s s i o n .  This  o t h e r  
i s  somewhat of a s i d e  i s s u e ,  w i th  P H O  b r i n g i n g  t h i s  document 
i n  fo r  Colonel  TOAN, and Colonel  TOAN d i s c u s s i n g  t h i s  document 
from t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f ,  L i eu t enan t  TAN, t o  t h e  prov ince  c h i e f ,  
Colonel KHIEN,  and zPss ne2 t ion ing  t h e  VC propaganda and a l s o  
t e l l i n g  General  KOSTER what he was doing w i t h  it. 

A .  I can on ly  s ay  t h a t  it seems very  s t r a n g e  t h a t ,  as 
I r e c a l l  I mentioned it l a s t  t ime ,  M r .  MACCRATE s a i d  t h a t  this 
w a s  going on around me and I was n o t  made aware of it. 
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Q. About t h i s  t i m e  d i d  you make any arrangements ,  
o r  d i d  you,  o r  d i d  Colonel  HENDERSON v i s i t  Colonel  TOAN? 

A. O h ,  y e s ,  a r W e r  of  t imes .  H e  would f l y  i n  when 
he w a s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o r  i f  h e  had something s p e c i f i c .  

Q- Ysu'd probably remember t h i s  t i m e  because about 
t h e n  and maybe as l a t e  a s  t h e  l o t h ,  he had h i s  l e g  i n  a cast. 

A. I r e c a l l  t h a t  he  had been wounded and t h a t  h e  w a s  
l imping ,  and it went on f o r  some t i m e :  as a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  
and h e  f lew i n  and ou t .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  o t h e r  b r i g a d e  commanders 
d i d  t o o ,  it wasn't j u s t  Oran HENDERSON. B u t  I r e c a l l  a couple  
o f  t i m e s  when HENDERSON came i n ,  and I happened t o  be t h e r e  
i n  and around my o f f i c e .  What would happen was t h e  chopper 
would c a l l  i n t o  my TOC, and we'd send  a j eep  o u t  t o  t h e  Tropo 
Pad, And a couple  of t i m e s  I r e c a l l  him coming i n ,  and I 
would s a y ,  "What can I do f o r  you? What a r e  you i n t e r e s t e d  
i n ? "  "Well,  j u s t  dropping by t o  see what t h e  s i t u a t i o n  is .  " 
And ?: can r e c a i l  a codple or' . L i n ~ e swhen 1 said, "Would you 
l i k e  t o  s e e  Colonel  TOAN?" H e  s a i d ,  " I ' l l  j u s t  s t o p  i n  and 
pay my r e s p e c t s .  " There would be c h i t c h a t .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  
wouid b e  o p e r a t i o n s  d i s c u s s e d ,  b u t  no th ing  s t i c k s  i n  my mind. 

Q. A t  any t i m e  you were w i t h  Colonel  HENDERSON and 
perhzps h i s  53,  Mzi-jer MCXNIGI:T, 6o i;oii i-ecall that Colonel 
TOAN t a l k e d  t o  them concerning VC propaganda? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Or provided  them cop ie s  of  VC propaganda? 

A. N o ,  s ir ,  I do n o t .  

Q o  When you were h e r e  l a s t  t i m e  w e  d i s c u s s e d  p r e t t y  
much i n  d e t a i l  t h e  procedures  of  how a document would g e t  
from t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  t o  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade.  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  I remember. 

Q. You i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e  were many methods, any one 
t h a t  was used would be  pure ly  a m a t t e r  of  c o n j e c t u r e .  Do 
you r e c a l l ,  by chance,  t h e  S2 from t h e  11 th  Br igade ,  L ieu t enan t  
Colonel  BLACKLEDGE, coming t h e r e  t o  t a l k .  I d o n ' t  imagine 
he  would go i n  t o  s e e  Colonel  TOAN. H e  may have gone i n  t o  
see Major PHO, perhaps  Major EARLE, o t h e r  members o f  your  
s t a f f .  
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A .  I d o n ' t  e v e r  r e c a l l  an o f f i c e r  by t h e  name BLACKLEDGE. 
I r e g r e t  very much t h a t  I am inadequate  i n  t h i s  a rea .  I only 
wish I were able t o  shed some l i g h t  on whatever t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  
t h r u s t  i s  of t h e s a  q u e s t i o n s ,  General ,  but  I am unable t o  
r e c a l l  any d i scuss ions ,  any such t h i n g  as  t h i s  be ing  mentioned. 

Q- Well, I t h i n k  f o r  your b e n e f i t  I ' m  going t o  have 
to  r e c a l l  what my d i r e c t i v e  i s .  F i r s t ,  I ' m  t o  look i n t o  any 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t o  determine whether they were adequate o r  
n o t ;  secondly,  t h e  s u f f i c i e n c y  of  any reviews of any such 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ;  and t h i r d l y ,  whether o r  n o t  t h e r e  had been 
any i n t e n t  a t  suppresion.  And we ' re  looking a t ,  b e l i e v e  m e ,  
every angle.  

A.  Yes, sir, 

Q 0 Because, you s e e ,  you s i t  i n ,  t o  be very frank, 
a very unique p o s i t i o n .  You have people a l l  around you t h a t  
w e  know knew what was going on, t h a t  had informat ion;  and 
you p ro fess  t o  know nothing. 

A.  Yes, sir,  I do p ro fess  t o  know nothing.  And I 
would be t h e  f i r s t  t o  understand why t h a t  seems incongruous. 

Q J u s t  look at the people t h a t  do know. Your coun te rpa r t ,
f o r  example, he k n ~ w s .  

..-A. sii-, ? - - - L .  
UUL lie xonl2 XE\-2 no r e a l  reasoE tc rientisn 

i t  t o  me because I was new and t h i s  happened before .  The 
a l l e g a t i o n s  happened be fo re  ,I a r r f  ve6. 

Q He'd have every reason t o  mention it t o  you. You're 
h i s  advisor .  This has t o  da with  an a l l e g a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  
~ m e r i c a n s .  

A, Yes, s F r ;  

Q You're t h e  s e n i o r  American adv i so r ,  t h a t ' s  one. 
Two, EARLE, h e ' s  got  a l l  t h i s  information a v a i l a b l e  t o  him. 
H e  may not  s i z e  it up proper ly ,  but  he has  a l l  t h i s  information 
and knows t h a t  t h e  AR-JN are d e i n ~c e r t a i n  t h i n g s ,  and he knews 
t h a t  G U I N N  is doing c e r t a i n  t h i n g s .  And o t h e r  one a l s o ,  n o t  
exac t ly  your coun te rpa r t ,  bu t  you contemporary, s o  t o  speak,  
Lieutenant  Colonel GUINN. He c e r  t a i n l y  i s  aware of  what 
these  th ings  a r e .  

A. Yes, sir. T h a t ' s  obvious. 

a .  H e  knows t h a t  t h e  l e t t e r  has been w r i t t e n .  H e  
knows .that 
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an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  under way. 

A .  3 must--I f u l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  y o u ' r e  
b r i n g i n g  up, General ,  b u t  t h e  f a c t  remains t h a t  I w a s  n o t  a p a r t y  
to  any of t h i s  i n fo rma t ion ,  I don' t know whether  it ' s  i n  t h e  
tes t imony o r  n o t ,  of course ,  b u t  it has  n o t  been brought  t o  my 
a t t e n t i o n  whether  o r  n o t  t h e r e  has been any a l l e g a t i o n  made by 
anyone o r  any s t a t e m e n t  made by anyone s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  I had 
been informed of t h i s .  

Q - No, b u t  again-- 

A. ( I i i . terposing)  I: appa ren t ly  was p r e s e n t  a t  a meeting 
where t h i s  r ece ived  some a t t e n t i o n i  b u t  I do n o t  r e c a l l  any of 
t h i s .  Of c o u r s e ,  when someone goes i n  somewhere brand new, ce r -
t a i n  t h i n g s  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  from time t o  t i m e ,  no s p e c i f i c s .  I 
can* come up w i t h  any s p e c i f i c s ,  which were of  a con t inu ing  n a t u r e  
which had happened p r i o r  t o  t h e  t ime t h i s  new chap comes i n .  And 
t h e  s u b j e c t  c a t t e r  i s  not i d e n t i f i e d  excep t  by prev ious  acqua in t -  
anceship .  The re fo re ,  f r e q u e n t l y  t h e  new fe l low h e a r s  t h i n g s  going 
on,  b u t  d o e s n ' t  tumble t o  t h e  t r u e  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  That  t o o  is con-
jecture. But I a m  n o t  by n a t u r e  i n q u i s i t i v e ,  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e .  
And my w i t s ,  1 hope, a r e  s h a r p  enough t o  i n q u i r e  about  such t h i n g s  
i f  I were e v e r  t r i g g e r e d  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ,  But i n  reviewing it 
almost  2  y e a r s  back ,  i n  r e t r o s p e c t  I f i n d  no th ing  a t  a l l  t h a t  I 
can p u t  my f i n g e r  on t h a t  t r i g g e r s  any r e c o l l e c t i o n .  

Q - Do you r e c a l l  any th ing  l a t e r  i n  t h e  month of May when 
General KOSTER and Colonel  TOAN may have been t o g e t h e r .  According 
to  General  K O S T E R q s  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  it was i n  General  TOAN's o f f i c e  
or i n  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  compound where t h i s  matter was d i scussed .  
They could  f i n d  no b a s i s  upon which t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  which had been 
made could  be  proven. So they  decided it w a s  VC propaganda. 

A .  No, s i r ,  I do n o t  r e c a l l  any meeting o t h e r  t han  t h o s e  
f o u r  t h a t  I mentioned. Althouqh I ' d  be t h e  f i r s t  one t o  s ay  t h e r e  
probably were o t h e r  occas ions ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  t i e  t h e s e  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  
Nor a t  any t i n e - - t h i s  i s  t h e  p a r t  t h a t  s t r i k e s  m e  a s  i f  perhaps  
t h e r e  w a s  a r ea son  why they  d i d n ' t  l e t  m e  know, t h a t  General  TOAN 
d i d n ' t  l e t  m e  know o r  never  mentioned t h i s  t o  me. But throughout  
t h e  ensu ing  months of  my t o u r ,  and a f t e r  w e  had r e a l l y  b u i l t  up a 
very f i n e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s  w e l l  a s  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  n o t  once i n  
o u r  c h i t c h a t  conve r sa t ions  about  fami ly ,  about  a l l  manner of t h i n g s ,  
was t h i s  e v e r  mentioned. And we were very f r ank .  A t  l e a s t  I f e l t  
he  w a s  very f r ank .  I c e r t a i n l y  thought  he  w a s  i n  d i s c u s s i n g  good 

IHUTTER) 43 APP T-166 


FOR QFFICIAL USE ONLY 




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


p o i n t s  and bad p o i n t s  as they  r e l a t e d  n o t  on ly  t o  h i s  f o r c e s ,  
b u t  as they  r e l a t e d  t o  U.S. f o r c e s  a s  w e l l .  I s p e c i f i c a l l y  
r e c a l l  one i t e m  o f  conve r sa t ion  r e l a t i n g  t o  adverse  c r i t i c i s m  
of U.S. f o r c e s  which w a s  c e r t a i n l y  w e l l  me r i t ed .  And t h a t  
was on t h e  appearance of t h e  U . S .  s o l d i e r s  i n  Vietnam. The 
w o r s t  looking  people  i n  Vietnam were t h e  U.S ., t h e  long  h a i r ,  
t h e  b e a r d s ,  and i n  some cases  t hey  had t h e  h i p p i e  beads around 
t h e  neck,  unkempt mustaches. These were d i v i s i o n  t r o o p s  as 
w e l l  as v a r i o u s  t ypes  of  supply  t r o o p s .  I could  c o n t r o l  my 
own people  and b i d ,  b u t  t h e r e  wasn' t much I cou ld  do about  
t h e  c a s u a l  passerby  i n  a convoy. And TOAN would n e e d l e  m e  
about t h i s  from t ime t o  t i m e  and r i g h t f u l l y  s o ,  because he  
l i k e d  t o  c a t c h  me wi th  no comment o r  comeback once i n  awhi le .  

Q- W e l l ,  w e  a p p r e c i a t e  very much your  coming i n .  I 
would ask you t o  cont inue  t o  t h i n k  about  t h i s  t o  see i f  you 
do have any recal l ,  

A. I c e r t a i n l y  s h a l l ,  General .  

MR MACCRATE: If t h e r e ' s  any way t h a t  you can f i x  d e f i n i t e l y  
t h e  d a t e  of t h e  ineeting wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  T ien  Phuoc, t h a t  would 
b e  h e l p f u l  too. 

A .  General  PEERS asked me whether  I k e p t  a notebook,  
and I ' v e  gone ove r  t h a t  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  t o o .  I always k e p t  
a notebook i n  my pocke t ,  b u t  as soon as t h a t  notebook-- i t  
was one of  t h e s e  s m a l l ,  i s s u e d ,  green notebooks--as soon as 
one w a s  f i l l e d  up I des t royed  it. I d i d  have c e r t a i n  c a l l  
s i g n  in fo rma t ion ,  frequency and s o  f o r t h ,  codewords, and I 
made it a p o i n t  n o t  t o  keep any type  of  documentation t h a t  
a t  any t i m e  cou ld  p o s s i b l y  be a breach  o f  s e c u r i t y .  

Q. Do you remember where you s p e n t  E a s t e r  of  L968? 
I t  probably w a s  j u s t  ano the r  day i n  Vietnam b u t  on t h e  o t h e r  
hand it might be t h e  day t h a t  you had a b e t t e r  m e a l  t han  o t h e r  
days.  

A .  No, I r e c a l l  nc th ing  about E a s t e r ,  M r .  PIACCRATE. 
Thanksgiving and Chr i s tmas ,  y e s ,  and t h e  day t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  
THIEU promoted Colonel  TOAN t o  General  TOAN which was t h e  
f i r s t  occas ion  t h a t  I ' d  e v e r  m e t  P r e s i d e n t  THIEU. I had a 
long- -wel l ,  a reasonably  long  c h a t  w i t h  him, b u t  n o t h i n g  s t a n d s  
o u t  a t  a l l  a s  f a r  as Easter. 

8. E a s t e r  t h a t  y e a r  w a s  t h e  1 4 t h  o f  A p r i l .  

A. No, no th ing  s t a n d s  ou t .  J u s t  a n o t h e r  day.  
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10: W e l l ,  do you have any o t h e r  t h i n g s  you 'd  l i k e  t o  add a t  
t h i s  moment? 

A. 	 No, sir, I have nothing.  

10: 	 The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r eces sed  a t  1330 hours ,  28 February 1 9 7 0 . )  
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S U t Y A R Y  OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: SPELTZ, Ca r l  W. MAJ 

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 30 J anua ry  1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL: None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: PSYOPS Advisor t o  t h e  
Quang Ngai Province  G5 from 1 3  September 1967 t o  
8 September 1968. 

1. KNOWLEDGE OF THE OPERATION. 

ivlajor SFELTZ recalled an o p e ~ a t i o i iiii t h e  T i i - k v i l l e  
area on 23 February (pg.  11). I n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  mid-March 
o p e r a t i o n  h e  o n l y  remembered a h i g h  enemy body coun t ,  
H e  d i d  n o t  know t h e r e  w e r e  on ly  two U.S. K I A  and t h r e e  
enemy weapons cap tu red  on t h a t  o p e r a t i o n  (pg. 11). H e  
w a s  only f a m i l i a r  w i th  Task Force Barker  by name and knew 
noth ing  o f  i t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  h i s t o r y  (pg. 9 )  . 
2 .  PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE OPERATIONS I N  THE BATANGAN 
PENINSULA. 

The w i t n e s s  had l e a f l e t s  dropped once a week i n  t h e  
Batangan Pen insu la  s t r e s s i n g  t h e  s u r r e n d e r  o f  t h e  members 
of  t h e  48 th  VC B a t t a l i o n .  Sa fe  conduct  p a s s e s  were i n -
cluded (pg. 6 ) .  However, h i s  s e c t i o n  d i d  n o t  drop any 
l e a f  lets  t e l l i n g  t h e  populace t o  l e a v e  t h e  a r e a  and move 
t o  one under GVN c o n t r o l .  However, t h i s  was p o s s i b l y  done 
a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  l eve l  (pgs. 6 ,  7 ) .  H e  admi t ted  t h a t  t h e r e  
w a s  a d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  e f f o r t  between h i s  s e c t i o n  and 
d i s t r i c t  i n  PSYOP o p e r a t i o n s  (pg. 8) . The r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
development team worked f o r  M r .  MAY, and SPELTZ conducted 
no PSYOPS o p e r a t i o n s  i n  con junc t ion  w i t h  them. H e  d i d  n o t  
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e s t a b l i s h  a working r e l a t i o n  w i t h  M r .  Neal PHU, a 
Vietnamese member o f  t h e  RD team (pg. 1 6 ) .  

3 .  VC PROPAGANDA. 

The VC propaganda from t h e  Batangan Pen insu la  area 
was c rude ly  done. It  was produced i n  Tu Nghia ~ i s t r i c ton 
the s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  Tra  Khuc ~ i v e r  (pg. 9 )  . The w i t n e s s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  propaganda i n c l o s u r e  t o  E x h i b i t  'R-1, 
which d e a l s  in s p e c i f i c s ,  had come i n t o  Quang Ngai .Province 
o r  s e c t o r  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  he  would have expec ted  t o  have seen  
it. However, he d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  e v e r  s e e i n g  it (pgs .  12 ,  13) . 
He had never  hea rd  o f  t h e  VC spread-eag l ing  a woman's body 
and p l a c i n g  a u n i t  pa t ch  i n  h e r  c r o t c h  (pg.  2 6 ) .  

4 .  REPORTS AND INQUIRIES REGARDING THE 1 6  MARCH ASSAULT 
ON MY LAI .  

SPELTZ had never  h e a r d  of a r e p o r t  about  unnecessary 
k i l l i n g  o f  c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  Son My a r e a  i n  mid-March, 
nor  d i d  he  hear o f  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  between U.S. ground 
and a v i a t i o n  u n i t s  (pg. 1 3 ) .  H e  was n o t  aware o f  any mid- 
A p r i l  meet ings  & L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  G U I N N ,  Major GAVIN,  
M r .  m . ~and Captain  RODRIGUEZ. However, SPELTZ' o f f i c e  
was l o c a t e d  one mi l e  from MAY'S  and G U I N N ' s  (pg. 1 4 )  . 
H e  had never  h e a r d  o f  anyone d i s c u s s i n g  Tu Cung o r  Co Luy, 
o r  o f  a r e p o r t  from a v i i i a g e  c n i e i  to the district chief 
(pg. 16) . H e  had never  seen  RODRIGUEZ ' s t a t e m e n t  o f  
1 4  A p r i l  1968, n o r  had he  seen  a census g r i evance  r e p o r t  
i n d i c a t i n g  something unusual  had occu r red  i n  My L a i  ( 4 ) .  
H e  had n o t  h e a r d  anyth ing  r ega rd ing  Vietnamese wearing 
arm ~ a n d s ,  badges ,  o r  having days o f  mourning f o r  an 
occur rence  in t - 5 ~L a i  ( 4 )  (pys . 1 8 ,  1 9 j . The w i t n e s s  d id  i lot  
know t h a t  GVN, ARVN and t h e  U.S. were i n v e s t i g a t i n g  an 
i n c i d e n t  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  i n  Son My i n  mid-March (pg.  2 0 ) .  H e  
never  had any reason  t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  something unusual  
had occu r red  i n  Son My (pg. 2 0 ) .  SPELTZ d i d  r e c a l l  a 
demons t ra t ion  when Vietnamese from t h a t  p a r t  of  t h e  prov ince  
marched on Quanq Ngai c i t y  i n  m i d - ~ p r i l .  He d i d  n o t  know 
what their g r i evances  might have been (pgs. 21, 2 2 ) .  From 
t h e  c la ims  p r e s e n t e d  and t h e  w i t n e s s '  i n t i m a t e  knowledge of 
h o s p i t a l  admiss ions ,  t h e r e  w e r e  no i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  some-
t h i n g  occu r red  i n  M y  ~ a i  (pg. 25) .  ( 4 )  
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5. OTHER INFORMATION. 

a. SPELTZ had no knowledge o f  an RF/PF u n i t  be ing  
a t t a c k e d  in mid-May and having 75-85 o f  t h e i r  dependents 
abducted.  The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  recal l  any VC r e p r i s a l s  i n  
t h e  Son My a r e a  (pg, 2 3 )  , 

b. The w i t n e s s  knew t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  s t r a i n e d  r e l a t i o n s  
between t h e  Province C h i e f ,  L i eu t enan t  Colonel  K H I E N ,  
and h i s  U.S. a d v i s o r s  immediately a f t e r  T e t .  G U I N N  succeeded 
i n  having t h e  A m e r i c a 1  Div is ion  send  a couple o f  companies 
down t o  t h e  Quang Ngai C i t y  area as a show o f  f o r c e  
(pgs.  13 ,  1 4 ) .  

c. S ince  t h e  My L a i  o p e r a t i o n  has  become a matter  o f  
p u b l i c  knowledge, SPELTZ had on ly  t a l k e d  w i t h  an a s s o c i a t e ,  
L i eu t enan t  Colonel  GRUBAUGH. The subs t ance  o f  t h i s  
conve r sa t ion  w a s  t h a t  n e i t h e r  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e r e  had been 
an i n c i d e n t ( p g .  3 ) .  The w i t n e s s  p r i m a r i l y  handled m i l i t a r y  
matters in t h e i r  s e c t i o n  wh i l e  GRUBAUGH handled c i v i l i a n  
matters (pg. 5 )  . 
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EXHIBITS 
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[The hear ing  x~eonvened a-L 1722 Pia~irs, 30 January 
19-70.I 

10: The hear ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: The fol lowing named persons a r e  present :  LTG PEERS, 
COL AN3STRONG, and MA3 LYNN. 

The next  wi tness  i s  Major E a r l  XarP W. SPELTZ. 

CMAJ SPELTZ was c a l l e d  as a w i t a e s s ,  was sworn, and 
t e s t i f i e d  a s  follows:) 

Major SPELTZ, f o r  t h e  record ,  would you p lease  

state your f u l l  name, grade,  S o c i a l  Secur i ty  number, organi-

za t ion ,  and s t a t i o n ?  


A, K a r l  W, SPELTZ. Major, U.S .  Armyp Armor, F i r s t  

S tuden t  Brigade, Detachment A,  For t  Knox, Kentucky A r m o r  

5:hczl. I ' r r :  actrza19y a rncrSel-- ,"OAT: l-?. 


,-.PIntDR.: Your S o c i a l  Secrari,ty number, please 

Ic: Hajor SDELTZ, ~ h , i ~asic?" ffcn ~ 5 7 s r l E  af.k-,rncsn, 
L have Colonel. ARMSTRONG who has been desigrrated as  an a s s i s t -
a n t  by the Chief of S t a f f ,  General mSTMOIIELANDf f o r  t h e  purpose 
cf +&-is i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  He may a l s o  address ques t ions  t o  you 

af ternoon.  We a l s o  have other groups, a s i d e  Irom those of 
us  here, who a r e  t ak ing  testimony from o t h e r  wi tnesses .  I t  w i l l  
be my job, however, t o  put  toge the r  i n  f i n a l  r e p o r t ,  t o  weigh 
the  a s soc ia ted  evidence,  and t o  make t h e  f ind ings  and recom-
mendations. D o  you have any questl.ons a t  t h i s  time? 

3* No, s ir .  

PO: We'll t ake  a s h o r t  r ecess .  

(The hear ing  recessed a t  1 7 2 5  hours ,  30 January 

1970.3 


(The hear ing  reconvened a t  1 7 2 6  hours ,  30 January 

1970 . I  


- 10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  order .  

RCDR: A l l  persons p r e s e n t  when the hear ing  recessed a r e  

again present .  
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10: I ' d  ask you, Major SPELTZ, i f  you 've had an ' 

oppor tuni ty  t o  read t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  (Exh ib i t  M-57) S 

A. Yes, sir. 

Do you understand t h e m  o r  have any ques t ions?  

A. I do understand them, s i r .  

Q Major SPELTZ, would you i n d i c a t e  your duty ass ign-
ment i n  t h e  middle of March 1968 and i n d i c a t e  when you had taken 
t h a t  assignment, any changes of assignment you may have had, 
and when t h e  assignment was f i n a l l y  terminated? 

A. I n  t h e  middle s f  March, I was t h e  PSYOP adv i so r  
t o  t h e  Quang Ngai Province G 5 .  This i s  on the r eg iona l  forces-
popular fo rces  , 

Q Well, when had you taken *is p o s i t i o n ?  h%en had 
you joined t h e  Quang Ngai Province advisory group? 

A. 13 September 1907.  

Q And how Ion2 d id  you renain  assigned t c  the detach-
ment? 

&- Did yo'd setair_ tiie E r n e  p o s i t i o n  zhrocghout? 

A .  I n i t . i a l . 1 ~I was the G 5  advisor  which encompassed 
PSYOP and c i v i l  affairsi Late r  on, i n  the mcnth of December 
w e  g o t  a c i v i  1, 2,ff  ,a,i.r~f i y r i - g ~ . ~?TIC? F~EISF?it- fl-lr rjl!f.F.ie.s I' ~?$,-

v i sed  on t h e  cold  war s i d e  and he advised on the c i v i c  a c t i o n  
s i d e .  

Q - Who was t h e  c i v i c  a c t i a n  a d v i s s r ?  

A. Major Harlen K I N N I S O X .  

Q - Major Harlen KINNISON? 

A. KINNISON, K-P-N-N-I-S-O-N. I t h i n k  he 's p r e s e n t l y  
a t  F o r t  Ri ley.  
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Q. Major SPELTZ, t he  so-ca l led  My Lai i n c i d e n t  of 16 
March 1968 became a mat ter  of p u b l i c  knowledge through t h e  r a d i o ,  
t e l e v i s i o n ,  newspapers, and o t h e r  pub l i ca t ions  toward t h e  l a t t e r  
p a r t  of Septmember e a r l y  October of l a s t  yea r ,  about 4 o r  5 months 
age. Since t h a t  time have you had any d iscuss ions  with anybody 
a s s o c i a t e d  with t h e  Quang Ngai advisory group o r  i t s  associated 
d i s t r i c t  advisory groups, 2d A R W  Divis ion advisory group, o r  
any personnel i n  the America1 Divis ion concerning poss ib ly  t h e  
i n c i d e n t  i t s e l f ,  any r e p o r t s  concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  con-
cern ing  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  s f  t h e  inc iden t?  

.A . One i n d i v i d u a l ,  Lieutenant  Colonel GRUBAUGH, who 
was a t  Quang Ngai a t  t h a t  time. And I t a lked  t o  him about a 
month ago. J u s t  nothing i n  d e t a i l ,  it was a. long d i s t a n c e  c a l l  
and j u s t  genera l  conversat ion.  

QQ What was t h e  purpose of t h e  c a l l ,  t o  t a l k  about My 
Lai?  

A .  No, it wasnF. t .  1.5was i n  and around Christmas t i m e  
and w e  were j u s t  t a l k i n g  about some experiences and I was wish-
i n g  seasons g ree t ings  t o  h i s  family,  and we d i d  d i scuss  t h e  in-
c i d e n t .  Nothing i n  detai.1. 

A. Other khan w e  both d i d c q t  r e a l i z e  i f  t h e r e  was an 
i n c i d e n t .  W e  d i d n et r e a l i z e  t h e r e  was one a t  t h e  time. 

Q I have h e r e  an o rgan iza t ion  c h a r t  of CORDS, Quang 
Ngai Province as  of l a t e  1 9 6 7 .  I ' l l  r e f e r  t h i s  t o  you and ask 
i f  t h i s  i s  the organ iza t ion  which s t i l l  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  sp r ing .  
of 9968, which you were p a r t  o f ?  

A. S t r u c t u r e  o r  t h e  people,  s i r ?  

Q W e l l ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about. t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  advis-
ory group. I 'm n o t  t a l k i n g  about the  s t r u c t u r e  of  the  province 
o r  t h e  s e c t o r ,  j u s t  t h e  s t r u c t u r i n g  s f  t h e  advisory group. 

A .  yes, s ir .  

Q. And you show up i n  h e r e  under t h e  deputy f o r  secur-
i t y ,  Lieutenant  Colonel G U I N N ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes, sir.  
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Q I n  which you were working a s  t h e  S5 a t .  this  p a r t i c -
u l a r  t i m e ,  Captain  SPELTZ. Then Capta in  SPELTZ--

A .  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  No, t h e r e  's one d i f f e r e n c e  t h e r e .  
I c a n ' t  see Major KINNISON's l i t t l e  s l o t .  

Q- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Was he t h e r e  in--

( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Y e s ,  sir. H e  came i n  December. 

W e l l ,  this  w a s  2 8  November 1967.  

A. O h ,  28 November. Okay, t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t  t hen .  

Q. Now a t  t h a t  t ime a l s o  was n o t  Colonel  GRUBAUGH the 
PSYOP adv i so r?  

A. Y e s ,  s i x .  

Q. Working under r e v o l u t i o n a r y  development. So there 
were sbme changes i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  from this t i m e  u n t i l  l a t e r .  
Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. Well ,  no; sirn They j u s t  s p l i t  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i n t o  
two p a r t s .  I n t o  a PSYOP and a c i v i l  a f f a i r s  s e c t i o n .  

Q. So t h a t  some s f  the PSYOP f u n c t i o n s  from here i n  
fact  came ove r  h e r e .  Is t h a t  z s r r e c t ?  

A. Well,  w e  dovet.aiPed t h i s - I worked very c l o s e l y  
w i t h  Colonel  GRUBAUGH and not too--

8- ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  Right, w e l l ,  i t ' s  h a r d  t o  draw organi -
z a t i o n a l  l i n e s  and i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  But t h a t  's i n  f a c t  what 
took p l a c e  then .  Although y o u ' r e  working o v e r  h e r e ,  you were 
a c t u a l l y  s e r v i c i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  

A. Y e s ,  s i r ,  

Q Would elat be a f a i r  s t a t emen t?  

A. I n  con junc t ion  w i t h  Colonel  GRUBAUGH, t h e  PSYOP 
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effort was a combined e f f o r t o  

Q *  Right. So ycu covered both t h e  m i l i t a r y  and t h e  
c i v i l i a n  form s f  PSYOP. Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A. I augmented h i s  e f f o r t .  A t  times he advised t h e  
V I S ,  Vietnamese Ififormatior, Service.  I advised t h e  m i l i t a r y  
s i d e .  We had a t  some times more a s s e t s  than  they d i d  t o  pu t  
loudspeaker teams on a road and s o  on. And I ' d  augment him 
xhen he needed it. And I'd--

C-2- [Ixlterposing) Well, subsequently Colonel GRUBAUGH, 
i f  my memory se rves  me c o r r e c t l y ,  Colonel GRUBAUGH moved from 
a P s  position and took over as  t h e  deputy for r evo lu t ionary  
development? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

8 .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  Did he  cont inue h i s  PSY-
OP func t ion  then,  t o  maintain l i a i s o n  wi th  VIS? 

L T e  Yes ,  sir. 

42 0 Be d id?  Ar-d you s imply augmented h i s  e f f o r t  then  
an the c i v i l  s i d e  whi le  a t  the same time providing t h e  backup 
f ~ rthe  m i l i t a r y .  

A,  Well, my prinary e f f o r t  was on t h e  m i l i t a r y  s i d e ,  
b u t  I augmented h i s  e f f o r t .  I helped him o u t ,  whenever I could,  

0. APP r i g h t ,  I ' d  l i k e  you t o ,  j u s t  f o r  t h e  sake of 
the record ,  t o  i n d i c a t e  genera l ly  what t h e  PSYOP e f f o r t  was i n  
Quang Ngai Province on t h e  U.S. s i d e  and p r imar i ly  I ' m  focusing 
on Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  t a l k  about Quang Ngai as 
a whole b u t  I ' d  l i k e  you t o  focus p r imar i ly  upon Son Tinh D i s -
t r i c t  and i f  you can t h e  a r e a  which shows up on t h i s  map he re  
i n  the orange. That is  genera l ly  Son My v i l l a g e ,  j u s t  south  
of t h e  Batangan peninsula ,  the  a r e a  which you probably know 
very w e l l  from Buddha Mountain and out  by t h e  c i t a d e l  and up 
i n  t h e  a r e a  which people r e f e r  t o  as P i n k v i l l e ?  

A. Where i s  Buddha Mountain? I can g e t  myself 
o r i e n t e d  r e a l  f a s t .  

(Po in t  i n  ques t ion  i s  i n d i c a t e d  t o  wi tness  u t i l i -  
z ing Exh ib i t  MAP-12 
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Q. And see Quang Ngai C i ty  t o  t h e  South? 

A.  Y e s ,  s ir .  

Q I ' m  t a l k i n g  i n  March. We're t a l k i n g  of a p e r i o d  
about  4 5  days a f t e r  T e t .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. A s  f a r  a s  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  people ,  
do you want t o  go i n t o  t h a t  l e v e l  and then--

Q. ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  W e l l ,  w e  can, b u t  I want you t o  
i n d i c a t e  p r i m a r i l y  what your themes f o r  your  PSYOP were and 
what media you had f o r  d i sseminat ing  your psychologica l  m a t e r i a l .  

A.  There was a l o t  of e f f o r t  from t h e  Batangan Penin-
s u l a  south .  I n  f a c t ,  a l l  along t h e  sand s p i t  from Batangan a l l  
the way south .  The grounds of t h e  48th VC B a t t a l i o n ,  t h e y ' d  
been k icked  p r e t t y  h a r d  a t  T e t  and w e  knew it. I n t e l l i g e n c e  
r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e d  it. So once a week I ' d  pu t  l e a f l e t s  i n t o  the 
a r e a ,  a i r c r a f t  t ype  d e l i v e r y ,  g e t  suppor t  o u t  of Danang o r  us-
i n g  our  chopper r e sources  and drop l e a f l e t s  i n  t h a t  a rea .  The 
theme was g e n e r a l l y  t h e  s u r r e n d e r  theme and t h e  s a f e  conduct 
pass .  There w e r e n ' t  r e a l l y  any p a r t i c u l a r  t a r g e t  a r e a .  W e  
worked the whole c o a s t  l i n e  i n  gene ra l  from Batangan on sou th ,  
t o  as f a r  w e s t  as Buddha Mountam, 

Q And what was t h e  purpose of  your PSYOP? 

A. Wellr it was g e n e r a l l y  t h e  r 'act  t h a t  they  had a 
sound d e f e a t  a t  Yet and s o  on, p lay ing  t h i s  p a r t  up, t h e i r  
l e a d e r s  had l e t  then  down, and fo r  them t o  s u r r e n d e r .  

Q - Y e s .  : d e l l ,  a l s o  a g r e a t  d e a l  of t h i s  a r e a  we ' r e  
t a l k i n g  about  was what  might be considered a r e a  under VC con-
t r o l ,  could we no t?  

A .  Y e s ,  s i r ,  

cl. Was r.bere z.ny a t tempt  xade by U b S .  o r  by t h e  ARVN 
o r  GVN PSYOP t o  t e l l  t h e  people t o  g e t  o u t  of t h i s  a r e a  and 
come back under GYN c o n t r o l  and s e c u r i t y .  

A. From my l eve lp  no1 sir .  Poss ib ly  a t  d i s t r i c t  level. 

(SPELTZ) APP T-284 

FCR CFFICIAL USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

there was, 

Q What c a p a b i l i t y  would d i s t r i c t  have t o  pu t  l e a f l e t s  
out  or PSYOP out in VC area? 

A.  Well, each one of the  d i s t r i c t s  had a smal l  team 
+hat they could send ou t  i n  conjunct ion with opera t ions  and 
spread l e a f l e t s .  I f  they wanted l e a f l e t s  they could come 
thrcugh me and I would reques t  it and we ' d  make a drop f o r  them. 
Normally, we were concent ra t ing  on t h a t  a r e a ,  s o  much of it I 
d i d  myself ,  j u s t  dropping i n  that area. 

Q. Well, a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time a r e  you s u r e  t h a t  each 
of the d i s t r i c t s  had an advisoryo PSYOP advisory team? 

A. Not an advisory team. I n  Son Tinh a t  t h a t  t i m e  
+here was a Sergeant  CRADDOCK, and he  worked hand-in-hand w i t h  
+the PFctnamese ' s ide,  At szsh  3r,e ~f t k z  :-districtsthey had a 
S5 t h a t  he would work wi th ,  

Q Vietnainese S5? 

A. Yes, s i r .  

Q - B e  worked a t  district and not a t  subsec tor?  

8 .  D i s t r i c t  being t h e  c i v i l i a n  side, subsec to r  being 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  s i d e .  

A ,  It's synonymous--subsectorp d i s t r i c t ,  

Q 0 W e l l ,  i f  you remember i n  Son T i n h ,  f o r  example, t h e  
d i s t r i c t  headquar ters  was down i n  the v i l l a g e  t h e r e  a t  t h e  f o o t  
of t h e  h i l l  r i g h t  on Highway 1. 

A,  Y e s ,  s i r ,  

Q. ' Whereas t h e  subsec to r  headquar ters  was up on t h e  
h i l l  a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  t h e  sou theas t  of t h e r e .  

A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t .  
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Q So then  d i d  he work i n  d i s t r i c t  o r  d i d  he  work i n  
s u b s e c t o r  o r  d i d  he work i n  both  of them? 

A. H e  worked i n  both of  them. I could f i n d  him i n  
e i t h e r  p l ace ,  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  heaquar t e r s  o r  up on t h e  
h i l l .  

Q W e l l ,  we know t h a t  h e  l i v e d  on t h e  h i l l  where the 
rest  of t h e  t e a m  i n  f a c t  l i v e d .  So I would t a k e  it t h a t  you 
g e n e r a l l y  would be a b l e  t o  l o c a t e  him up near  t h e r e  someplace. 
How d i d  you coord ina te  your  PSYOP a c t i v i t i e s  wi th  t h e  America1 
Div is ion?  

A. When I d i d  it was through a Major HOLTOM, t h e i r  G 5 ,  
HOLTOM. 

Q ., Was he t h e  G5 o r  w a s  he t h e  PSYOP o f f i c e r ?  

A. He was t h e  PSYOP o f f i c e r ,  c o r r e c t i o n .  

A.  Yes, sir. I t  w a s n ' t  a  r e a l  working r e l a t i o n s h i p  
due t o  d i s t a n c e .  We'd g e t  t o g e t h e r  on monthly meetings and 
t r y  t o  coord ina te  o u r  e f f o r t .  I t  wasn ' t  as  s u c c e s s f u l  a s  it 
should  h w e  heen, 

Q Well,  one o f  t h e  reasons I ' m  ask ing  i s  it appears 
t o  m e  from what you 've i n d i c a t e d  that t h e r e  could be  a dupl i -
c a t i o n  of e f f o r t .  H e  was dropping l e a f l e t s  o u t  i n  t h e r e  as 
w e l l ,  on s p e c i f i c  themes and s o  on,  and y o u ' r e  dropping t h e m  
o u t  i n  t h e r e .  You have your 0 - 1  and 0-2 b r o a d s a s t  a i r c r a f t  
which you ' r e  us ing  through t h e r e  p e r i o d i c a l l y .  H e  has  t h e  same 
k ind  of a i r c r a f t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  him s o  it puts  a l i t t l e  compet-
i t i o n  on it. 

A. It was d e f i n i t e l y  a  d u p l i c a t i o n  of e f f o r t .  

Q - Would you discuss t h e  V i e t  Conq or t h e  Cornrnunis.t 
propaganda and what media they used and so f o r t h  f o r  p u t t i n g  
o u t  t h e i r  inforrnatfoii.  

A,  Mainly i n  L l a t  a r e a ,  s i r ,  it was l e a f l e t s ,  crude 
l e a f l e t s ,  k ind  o f  a S a n s k r i t  t h i n g  where t h e y qd  i n i t i a l  it 
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o u t  i n  s t o n e  o r  something and then  they 'd  run i n k  over  it and 
run paper of some type. It  would be very crude.  They were 
be ing  handed o u t  i n  t h a t  a rea .  I t h i n k  they were produced on 
the south s i d e  of t h e  Tra Khuc River i n  Tu Nghia D i s t r i c t .  
There w a s n ' t  a  whole l o t .  There was some i n i t i a l l y  a f t e r  T e t .  
I ' d  say  about--for  about 1 month a f t e r  Te t  they d i d  a p r e t t y  
good job i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  of handl ing  o u t  l e a f l e t s .  And r i g h t  now 
I c a n ' t  remember t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  l e a f l e t s .  

Q. W e l l ,  w e qll come back t o  t h a t  i n  j u s t  a l i t t l e  whi le .  
Mow, w e r e  you f a m i l i a r  w i th  Takk Force Barker? 

A. Other  than j u s t  by name, no, sir.  

Q - You weren ' t  f a m i l i a r  with  t h e  f a c t  t hey  w e r e  oper-
a t i n g  o u t  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  of you, o u t  g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h e  Batangan 
Peninsula? 

A. Y e s ,  sir, '  When they would g e t  t h e i r  A 0  extens ions  
and be down i n  t h e r e ,  I ' d  know it from morning b r i e f i n g ,  b u t  
*at's a l l .  

B- Did you know anyth ing  about the o r g a n i z a t i o n  of Task 
Force Barker? 

A.  No, sir.  

Q- Do you know who they belonged t o ?  

A. Americal ,  sir. 

(2 Bid they r e p o r t  d i r e c t  t o  t h e  America1 o r  d i d  they 
go through t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade o r  p a r t  of t h e  11 th  Brigade o r  what 
w e r e  they? 

A. S i r ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

8- Were you f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n  i n t o  t h i s  
a r e a ,  a comparable a r e a ,  which they conducted i n  e a r l y  February,  
the second ope ra t ion  i n  the l a t t e r  p a r t  of February on 2 3  Feb-
rua ry  which was conducted i n  conjunct ion  wi th  some ARVN t r o o p s ,  
i n  which they a l s o  used some APCs? 

A.  2 3  February? 
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Q. We're t a l k i n g  about t h i s  a rea .  I f  you look ou t  h e r e  
a t  t h a t  map, you s e e  H i l l  85. No f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  r i g h t p  up High-
way 521, j u s t  t o  t h e  south .  

A .Yes, s ir .  

Q Remember t h a t  mountain t h a t  l a y  over the re .  Some 
people c a l l  it Elephant Mountain, o the r  people c a l l  i t  Woman 
Mountain . 
A. No, s ir ,  t h a t  ope ra t ion  doesn ' t  s t a n d  o u t  i n  my mind. 
I remember watching an opera t ion  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time frame. 
It  was a Vietnamese, I thought,  and t h e r e  were P C ' s  i n  it. We 
had our  POC o r  a CP s e t  up on Buddha Mountain a t  t h a t  t ime,  and 
they opera ted  i n  t h a t  a rea .  And it was i n  February, b u t  I d o n ' t  
remember i f  it was i n  conjunct ion with an American opera t ion  
o r  not ,  a j o i n t  ope ra t ion ,  

Are you s u r e  it was i n  February? I t  would be during :-7Q .-' 
t h e  monsoon now. Of course,  it i s n ' t  always r a i n i n g  i n  the mon- '-a 
soon b u t  genera l ly  i t ' s  a pe r iod  of p r e t t y  bad weather.  Mon-

LO 

soon j u s t  t ape r ing  o f f .  0 
C(j 

A. Well, I thought it was a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  of t h e  year .  

Q. Yes, w e l l ,  there were ARVN t roops  i n  t h i s .  The 
U.S. u n i t  opera ted  genera l ly  i n  t h i s  a rea  and t h e  ARVN o p e r a t i n g  
i n  h e r e  and another  U ,S ..u n i t  ope ra t ing  i n  here .  

A.  The p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion ,  it must no t  be t h e  same. 
I t  was, a s  I say w e  were observing from Buddha Mountain and most 
of the  a c t i o n  w a s  t ak ing  p lace  about i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y .  And t h e  
reason I remember it, they had t o  send a r e a c t i o n  fo rce  ou t ,  
which was P C ' s  from Quang Ngai C i t y p  t o  e x p l o i t  some type  of  
success .  And a t  t h a t  time t h e  P C ' s  g o t  l o s t .  Tha t ' s  why it 
s tands  ou t  i n  my mind about t h i s  time, because it took q u i t e  
a while  t o  g e t  the  PC's organized and g e t  them going in t h e  sight 
d i r e c t i o n .  

Q- Well, going beyond t h i s  opera t ion  and going into 
t h e  opera t ion  i n  March, were you p resen t  during March ar were 
you away on R&R o r  anything? March now, 

A, I w a s  t h e r e  i n  March. 
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Q- A11 r i g h t .  D o  you remember an opera t ion  which corn-
bat a s s a u l t e d  from the  a r e a  of B i n h  Son, u n i t s  going i n t o  t h e  
a r e a  what i s  Tu Cung, I th ink  i s  what you knew it on the  map, 
t l e  map which you used. And another  u n i t  going over  h e r e  i n t o  
the a r e a  j u s t  south  of P i n k v i l l e  of My Lai and converging on 
t h i s  a rea .  You probably wouldn ' t  remerriber the o p e r a t i o n a l  de- 
tails b u t  you might remember t h e  resuJ . t s ,  Do you r e c a l l  an op- 
e r a t i o n  ir,which Task Force Barker r epor ted  having k i l l e d  128? 

PAe Sir, 7 remember t h i s  f i g u r e  from a morning b r i e f i n g ,  
tihat it was qui-be a bsdy count, b u t  that's all I can remember 
of it i f  L5at was t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion .  

8. Meli, .that: sho'uld have made you fel lows p r e t t y  happy 
and you should remember t h a t  because you ' r e .  working aqains  t t h e  
48th Local Force B a t t a l i o n  which everybody seemed t o  be concerned 
about  there, weren: t t hey3  

-70.  ~ e s .  And if they k i l l e d  128 and they were ou t  of 
L ! e  48Ll Local Force that  should have been something t o  remember. 

=..A -.?fir-) "I*. .q+hrrr 4-h-p. -A- :C :  rrrr C;. - - v  r . r v - - I rc~cxberA b u t  r V U I L - L V b  

a bf qifh coi l rbt  at t h a t  t:Prne. d couldn'  t say whether it was i n  
conjunct ion w i t h  t h a t  operati.on o r  that p a r t i c u l a r  d a t e  b u t  I 
zemevber a high body ceunt  on one p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion .  

92. 3s you reme~&erhaving only two of t h e i r  U.S. fo rces  
k i l l e d  and captur ing  t h r e e  weapons? 

Q* N o w ,  be fo re  vre g e t  te go on w i t h  +be ques t ion ing ,  
this is  t h e  m a p  (Exhib i t  MAP-3), whish 1 understand most of the 
advisors  use i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  p laces  and th ings  on a U.S. map as 
f a r  as t h e  Vietnamese were concerned. A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  both 
*he GVN and the VC found these  names being used more f requent ly  
than those which appeared on the  map. That i s  t h e  genera l  a r e a  
of which people refer t o  as My La i ,  My Lai  ( 4 ) ,  ( 5 ) ,  and ( 6 )  
i s  a c t u a l l y  the hamlet o f  Tu Cung. This  i s  My Lai ,  t h i s  i s  Co 
Luy a c t u a l l y ,  L-U-Y, t h i s  i s  My Khe. So t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  of 
Sor, My which is shown h e r e  as t h e s e  four  subharnlets--four ham-
l e t s ,  Tu Cung, My La i ,  My Khe, Co Luy. Did you i n  your e f f o r t s  
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c o l l e c t  samijles of V i e t  Cong propaganda? 

A. When I could,  sir.  Normally it was f i l t e r e d  i n  
through u n i t s  on opera t ions  through t h e  52 s e c t i o n  and then  1 
could g e t  i t  d i r e c t l y  from -kke d i s t r i c t s ,  they 'd  b r i n g  it on 
i n .  

Q P:%l show you a p i e c e  of propaganda. This i s  an 
enclosure t o  Exhibit R-1,  two pages. I want you t o  read  those  
two pages. You can skim t h e  f i r s t  page because i t ' s  r a t h e r  typ-
i c a l  of V i e t  Cong propaganda but t h e  second page becomes a lit--
t l e  more s p e c i f i c .  Did you ever  see  any propaganda l i k e  t h a t ?  

Q. May 1 say  what t h i s  is? This is  a i n t e r c e p t  of a 
V i e t  Ccng b roadcas t ,  O f  course,  i t  came o u t  i n  Vietnamese aimed 
a t  the  ARVN scl5iers, i n t e r c e p t e d  and t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  English 
and made a v a i l z b l ~411 t h i s  form, Have you seen  o r  heard. any-
t h i n g  Pike t h i s ?  

A.  No, sir, r,,r_rt of &&at rrattire, as f a r  as  spec i fy ing-t h a t  second page, no, sir. In genera l  terms I g v e seer, th ings  
s i m i l a r  t o  that f i r s t  page, i n  q e n e r a l i t i e s .  

A, . BrozG, y e s ,  sii-! hrt->ad i i l  scope, Irnmed-LakeLy after 
T e t  they came cus w i t h  a F s t  @f l e a f l e t s  as  t o  what they df2 
t o  t h e  Americans ali< realLji ~ G Zte b e  po in t .  1 inear, f t: was 
s o  nonsens ica l  you c o u i d n i t  b e l i e v e  them r e a l l y ,  way o u t  of 
proport ion.  

Cd Yes .  Well, t h i s  is  supposed t o  have come out towars 
t@e end of Marc.h,, If: this had c D m e  i n t o  headquar ters  of Quang 
Ngai Province or  Sector would you have expected t o  have seen  
a copy of i t ?  

A . . , 5 . I f  -f,%. e r r r ~ x  ~7m1.ei ~ t ot h e  Qa.lang N T , ~ ..!. $ 2  
channels o r  thro:zgb 'VbS o r  P S Y G P  ,. 7 W O U ~ ~have seen it, The:, 
had o t h e r  clandestj~neagenciuss work,i,ng t h e r e  Sometimes T 
wouldn ' t  g e t  some of t he  propaganda they picked up. 

But t~your  kimaxledga ysl; d i d n ' t  see .*is? 
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Q- Which d i r e c t i o n  from t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  c a p i t a l  was 
t h e  o t h e r  compound loca ted?  Down toward town or--

A. ( Interposing!  I c ~ u l dpoint it out r i g h t  here, 
I t  was--the p r o v i n c i a l  c a p l t a l  i f  I remember r i g h t  was--is 
that--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  No, you ' r e  wrong. Well, i n  the  
f i r s t  p l ace ,  you remember, Highway 1, it ran  through the  c e n t e r  
of town. You a l s o  remember t h a t  over  h e r e  t o  t h e  e a s t  of High-
way 1 was t h e  compound of the  2d ARVN Division. Coming down 
he re  you s e e  t h e  soccer  f i e l d .  Do you remember where t h e  soc-
c e r  f l e l d  was? 

A. Y e s ,  sir. I ' m  r e o r i e n t e d  now. 

Q- And your headquarters  was loca ted  along i n  he re  
someplace? 

A. Yes, s i r .  And the o t h e r  one was down p a s t  the  
junct ion  r i g h t  i n  he re .  

Q- Yes, j u s t  beyond t h i s ,  t h a t  huge church was across  
t h e  s t r e e t  then.  

A. Right.  

Q. Yes. Did you hear  any d i scuss ion  concerning these  
people g e t t i n g  toge the r  and d i scuss ing  c e r t a i n  mutual problems ? 

A. No, sir.  

Q I have h e r e  a s ta tement  prepared by Captain RODRI-
GUEZ on 1 4  Apr i l  which has been e n t e r e d  i n t o  the  record as  
Exh ib i t  M-30. The p h o t o s t a t  is  n o t  t o o  c l e a r  b u t  t h e r e  is a 
t r u e  copy underneath it, which I b e l i e v e  y o u ' l l  have no t r o u b l e  
reading.  Did you ever  see  t h a t  l e t t e r ?  

A .  No, sir.  

Q - Did you ever  hea r  about t h a t  l e t t e r  o r  hea r  any-
t h i n g ,  o r  a staeement I should say ,  d iscussed  i n  any form? 

A. No, s ir .  
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A,  ( In te rpcs ing l  No, w e  t r i e d  t o  develop t h e  themes 
from the  r e p o r t s ,  t h e  monthly r e p o r t s ,  and work on a theme. 
There were n a t i o a a l  themes we were t r y i n g  t o  push a t  t h e  t ime,  
Chieu Hoi , weapons rewards, Phoenix Program, a l l  t hese  programs. 

Q e  vIS? VIP I should say ,  program where they would 
be paid a c e r t a i n  amount of money f o r  providing informat ion  
leading  t o  cap tu re  of somebody o r  tu rn ing  i n  information con-
cerning mines o r  tu rn ing  i n  weapons, tu rn ing  i n  ammunition and 
s o  on. That was another  of your programs. 

A, Yes, s i r ,  A r ~ dthen when we had time i f  we could 
develop themes on l o c a l  l e v e l s ,  w e  had a l o c a l  Chieu Hoi Pro- 
gram where w e  s e n t  our teams up t o  the  v i l l a g e s  and w e  prepared 
our  own l e a f  l e t s  a t  province l e v e l .  But r e a l l y  t h e r e  wasn ' t  
a s t r o n g  e f f o r t ,  from my s i d e  t h e r e  wasn ' t  a s t r o n g  e f f o r t  i n  
t h e  refugee v i l l a g e s .  W e  had Red Cross ,  a couple o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  
a t  t h a t  time working the refugee  v i l l a g e s  and I th ink  t h e  Red 
Cross had t h e  Son T i n h  D i s t r i c t ,  i f  I remember r i g h t .  

9. Yes.  Well, t h e r e  were all.  k inds of them t h e r e .  
There were about s i x  o r  seven of these  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ions  
inc lud ing  Friends and t h e  church a l l i a n c e s  and s o  f o r t h ;  
t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  of t h e n  t h e r e  inc luding  some fo re ign  
groups. Did y o u  hear of any propaganda which t h e  Vietnamese 
w e r e  us ing ,  snch  as s logans ,  31-m b a n d s ,  n a t i o n a l  days nf 
mourning f o r  what may have happened a t  Tu Cung o r  i n  Son My 
Vi l l age ,  badges on their un l fo~ms?  

A. They had sne  program going where they wore k ind  
of  a name tape  type t h i n g  but i t  d i d n ' t  have t h e i r  ~ a m e ;  it 
w a s  Vie t  Concr and I d o n ' t  know the 1.i t e r a l  +r?r,s.l.;ltio~of thi S ,  

It  w a s  down with t h e  'd ie t  Cong o r  something t o  this e f f e c t ,  

Q. I'm k a l k k ~ ~ y  I'm n o t  t a l k i n g  abc ;u t  the Vie t  Cong; 
about--

Q. My ques t ion  was whether o r  n o t  you knew of any
Communist p~opaganda  which they  were focusing on t h i s  a rea ,  
Tu Cung, Cc Lay, Scn My V i l l a g e - - >  

(SPELTZ) 1 8  APP T-284 

FOR O F F I C I A L  USE ONLY 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


A. ( In te rpos ing)  No, s ir .  

Q. To keep t h i s  completely i n  t h e  minds of t h e i r  
people,  o r  t h e  people i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t .  You saw t h i s  one t e l -
l i n g  t h e  ARVN t o  t ake  r e t r i b u t i o n  and s o  f o r t h  o r  t o  take re-
venge f o r  something t h a t  may have happened t h e r e .  Whether you 
heard such t h i n g s  come o u t  i n  l e a f l e t s  o r  i n  s logans ,  i n  a r e  
bands o r  patches worn on t h e  uniform, o r  i n  any o t h e r  form of  
d i sp lay  of any 'k ind ,  which would be focused on t h i s  a rea?  

A ,  No, s ir ,  o t h e r  than  what we talked about e a r l - i e r ,  
t he  genera l  broad scope, t h e  l e a f l e t s  r i g h t  a f t e r  Te t  they 
put  ou t .  But t h a t  wasn ' t  f r o n  t h a t  a r e a .  I t  was from south 
of the r i v e r ,  b u t  they were be ing  d i s t r i b u t e d  on the  o t h e r  
s i d e .  But a  p a r t i c u l a r  campaign by t h e  VC, no, sir.  

9. Did you ever  s e e  a nolxice, about a three-page n o t i c e ,  
vhFch w.39 p ~ i h l i s h e ~by $.he PJ%r:-c3.9.a.l. ! ! l h e ~ z t j . ~Front Con-!xi'.,tee 
of Quang Ngai Province? 

A.  I saw some of t h e i r  n o t i c e s .  I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  
su re .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I d i d  see any of three pages i n  length.  
Usually it was j u s t  one s h e e t .  

9 - '%at di2 they say on it, what themes would they 
use? 

A .  Well, t h a t  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about irnme- 
d i a t e l y  a f t e r  Tet when they were claiming v i c t o r y  and American 
l o s s e s  and s o  on i n  Quang Ngai d i s t r i c t ,  

Q - I have h e r e  another  e x h i b i t ,  Exh ib i t  M-35. I n  t h e  
back we have t h e  Vietnamese and on t o p  i s  the  English t r ans -  
l a t i o n  of it. This i s  a r e p o r t  by t h e  Nat ional  Libera t ion  
Front  Committee, Quang Ngai Province da ted  28  March 1968. I 
would ask you t o  t ake  a look a t  t h a t  and j u s t  from looking a t  the 
Vietnamese d0~LIment whether o r  n o t  you t h i n k  you've seen a 
copy of t h a t .  A s  I say,  i t ' s  about t h r e e  pages i n  length .  

A ,  No, sir.  

Q e  You never saw anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A.  NO, s ir .  
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Q. D i d  you e v e r  h e a r  t h a t  province was conducting 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of what may have taken p l a c e  o u t  i n  Son My 
V i l l a g e  i n  t h e  middle of March 1968? 

A. No, sir .  

A. N o ,  s i r .  

Q. id you e v e r  h e a r  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e i n g  made 
on t h e  U.S. s i d e ?  

A. NO, sir.  

Q- Well then  be ing  around such a s  you w e r e  and l i v i n g  
as  c l o s e  t o  t h e  Vietnamese and--do you speak Vie,tnamese? 

A. N o ,  sir. I ' v e  a t t ended  language schoo l .  

Q. But you probzbly ha6  a good i n t e r p r e t e r  working 
wi th  you. 

A .  Yesi  sir .  

(r. D ~ Uhe eve r  t a l k  t o  you about anything t h a t  h e ' d  
overheard o r  any thin^? 

Q - Frortl--did you ever h e a r  s f  a U.S. i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
be ing  made? 

A. No, sir.  

Q Fronr keeping your e a r  next  t o  the  ground and from 
what you might have hea rd  from the Vietnamese o r  from the U.S. 
e i t h e r  i n  a d i r e c t  s t a t emen t  o r  a c o m e n t ,  a pass ing  corrment, 
o r  even a rumor or hea r say ,  d i d  you eve r  have any cause t o  sus-
p e c t  t h a t  something most llnusual may have taken  p l a c e  o u t  a t  
My Lai  o r  Son My V i l l a g e  o r  Tu Cung o r  Co Luy along about the 
middle of  March 1968? 
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A. N o ,  s i r ,  a t  t h a t  time. 1'11 q u a l i f y  it i n  one 
r e s p e c t ,  t h a t  la ter  than March o r  A p r i l ,  people from t h a t  par- 
t i c u l a r  p a r t  of t h e  province marched on c a p l t a l  c i t y ,  Quang 
Ngai,  placards and SG on. I d o n ' t  remember what the  p lacards  
were; i n  f a c t  I d i d n ' t  g e t  too  c lose  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  In-
i t a l l y  I was out  of town and heard about t h e  f i r s t  i n c i d e n t  
and the  second i n c i d e n t .  I g o t  i n t o  town as  they were breaking  
up t h e  demonstration on t h e  o t h e r  s i a e  of t h e  T r a  Khuc br ldge .  

2- You mean on t h e  nor th  s i d e ?  

A. W e l l ,  t hey 'd  marchea--I d o n ' t  know where they 
o r i g i n a t e d  b u t  from what I understand when they were observed 
they were marching i n  through he re .  A t  t h a t  t ime,  t h e  pro- 
vince ch ie f  c a l l e d  o u t  t h e  RF/PF t h a t  were on t h e  bridgehead 
and s e a l e d  o f f  t h e  br idge .  And I d o n q t  know how they d is -  
banded the  f i r s t  t ime, since--

Q- [ In te rpos ing)  What t ime was t h i s ?  

A. It w a s  i n  March, sir. Correc t ion ,  i n  Apr i l ,  t h e  
l a t t e r  p a r t  of A p r i l .  

Q e  Well, drd anybody ever  determine what t h i s  was 
a l l  about? Where d id  t h e  people come from, do you k n ~ w ?  

A .  Well, they  observed them coming i n  from t h i s  a r e a  
i n  around Buddha Mountain. 

Q- And what was t h e i r  c e n t r a l  gr ievance? 

A.  Sir, I d o n ' t  know. I never d id  f i n d  out .  When I 
g o t  t h e r e ,  t h e  second time it occurred,  it was a l ready being 
bus ted  up; they were a l ready d i spe r s ing .  

Q - Did you ask your i n t e r p r e t e r  what t h i s  t h i n g  was 
a l l  about o r  anything? 

A .  No, sir .  I was on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of the  br idge .  
There were m i l i t a r y  fo rces  b u t  I never d i d  g e t  a f i rm grasp 
f o r  what t h e  complaint was. 

Q- And how many people were involved? 
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A. I d o n ' t  remember t h e  number, s i r .  Two hundred 
s t a n d s  i n  my mind f o r  some reason ,  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  s a y  f o r  
s u r e ,  a t  a l l .  

Q Can you g i v e  me the  approximate d a t e s  of t h e s e ?  

A. I ' d  say  middle t~ t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of  A p r i l .  

Q For the f i r s t  one? 

A. They were only  a couple  days a p a r t ,  sir.  

Q. About 20Q each, was t h a t  t h e  way you remembered 
i t ?  

A. That  f i g u r e  s t i c k s  i n  my mind f o r  some p a r t i c u l a r  
reason.  

Q. But it never  was e x a c t l y  exp la ined  t o  you what 
the demonstrat ions  w e r e  about? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Going on from t h a t  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  w h i l e  you 
w e r e  t h e r e  i n  the PSYOP bus iness  working i n  this a r e a  and t h e  
RB were s ter t icz  ts gat Sack sut te L k i s  area alcnm-3 &cut M2x~1 

o r .  June,  p u t t i n g  R F  companies back on H i l l  85, i f  you remember? 

A. I remember them s t a r t i n g  t o  move o u t  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
I d o n ' t  know i f  they w e r e  back up i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  s i r .  

CZ- D i d  1 7 - 3  k r 7 : ~ 7  a Mljcr FORD who headed one, of the 
MAT'S? 

(2. ( In terpos ing)  i-leaded Lhe FAT to the south of the 
Tra  Khuc River?  

A. I guess I d o n ' t  then.  I remember one--

Q ( ~ n t e r p ~ s i n g )W e l l ,  he was i n  Quang Ngai, b u t  he 
worked g e n e r a l l y  o u t  of Quang Ngai along t h e  sou the rn  s i d e  of  
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t h e  r i v e r ,  b u t  p e r i o d i c a l l y  would move with h i s  group up 
i n t o  the  Son Tinh D i s t r i c t .  

A. Y e s ,  sir. I remember now. He was a t a l l  
colored o f f i c e r .  

Q. Yes. Do you remember a s i t u a t i o n  some time i n  
May o r  June when a f t e r  t h e y ' d  had t h i s  RF company on H i l l  85, 
which we d iscussed  before ,  t h a t  t h i s  RF company, a Montagnard 
company was a t t acked  by t h e  VC and some of t h e  men were--or 
t h e  RF were captured  along with about 70 t o  85 o r  s o  women 
and chi idren?  

A. No, sir .  

Q. And they were abducted and never have been heard 
of s i n c e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was a l o t  of cons ide ra t ion  t h a t  maybe 
they were killed, a l l  o f  t h e m .  

A. NoI sir .  

Q - Where you looked f o r  your psychological  opera t ion ,  
d id  it ever  appear t o  you t h a t  the  V i e t  Cong from t h i s  a r e a  and 
t h e  Batangan Peninsula  were conducting opera t ions  i n  r e t r i -
b u t i o n  f o r  something that may have t r a n s p i r e d ?  

A. They were ha rass ing  a t  t h a t  time. I have t o  t h i n k  
f o r  a moment. They were ha rass ing  a l o t  of refugee v i l l a g e s ,  
n o t  a l o t .  One i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  down on the o t h e r  s i d e  of High-
way 1, was always a problem. 

Q Yes? 

A. I th ink  Binh Son at t h a t  time was having problems 
i n  t h e i r  re fugee  camps, b u t  no p a r t i c u l a r  theme t h a t  it was 
i n  r e t r i b u t i o n ,  b u t  they were--

Q - ( In te rpos ing)  Not i n  the  form of r e p r i s a l s  o r  
anything? 

A.  Not t h a t  I can remember, s i r .  

Q e  Do you remember one i n  Binh Son D i s t r i c t ,  one v i l -
l a g e  about 3 o r  4 k i lometers  nor th  of LZ D o t t i e ;  t h a t  one 
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v i l l a g e  was h i t  p r e t t y  hard ,  and a g r e a t  d e a l  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  burned down. 

A. I f  it was Son Tra,  i s  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e ?  

Q I th ink  t h a t  i s  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  yes .  

A. Son Tra was completely l eve led  and I th ink  about 
60 c i v i l i a n s  k i l l e d ,  refugees.  

Q. Well, I th ink  t h e r e  were--I read  two r e p o r t s ,  one 
w a s  7 2  and t h e  o t h e r  was 78. 

A. Yes, sir.  I remernber t h a t .  

Q 9 Was t h a t  done by mortar f i r e ,  o r  was t h a t  done by
smal l  a r m s  f i r e ,  o r  demoli t ions o r  what? Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. I d o n ' t  know e x a c t l y  what type  o f - - i t  was t h a t  t h e  
v i l l a g e s  caught on f i r e  and they a l l  proceeded t o  burn down as  
a r e s u l t .  But I d o n ' t  know i f  it was mortar f i r e  o r  smal l  a r m s .  3 
Can I add one t h i n g ,  s i r ?  LC 

C
Q Yes. CY 

A .  Thcr r  z c r e  k;:3 oL!zr izdicztsrs that I shsuld en-
t i o n .  The claims bus iness  was handled under our  of f i c e .  I f  
t h e  v i l l a g e  was burned down o r  shacks l i k e  t h a t  and s o  on, we'd 
g e t  a feedback through our  claims o f f i c e ,  through d i s t r i c t  and 
our  o f f i c e .  Now t h i s  was i n  contes ted  a reas  and our  c o n t r o l l e d  
a reas .  VC c o n t r o l l e d  a r e a s ,  t h i s  didn 9 apply.  And c e r t a i n  
t i m e s  t h i s  was f r icge srea, n c t  act h e r e ;  it was always 1 6  

c o n t r o l l e d ,  b u t  out  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a rea  i n  h e r e  t h e r e  wasn ' t  
any feedback i n  t h e  claims bus iness .  Another i n d i c a t o r  would 
have been t h e  h o s p i t a l  admissions, t h e  i n p a t i e n t  a t  t h a t  time. 
I w a s  very c lose  t o  t h e  doctors  t h e r e ,  i n  f a c t  one of them 
l i v e d  next  door t o  me, 
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A .  F-L-A-U-M; F-L-A-M. 

Q- Yes, and he--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  And t h e r e  was no i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  a l a r g e  number of c a s u a l t i e s .  

Q Do you r e c a l l  who headed t h e  h o s p i t a l  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
who w a s  t h e  s e n i o r  medical advisor?  

A.  W e  had t .~sof them. D r .  CONNELLY was t h e  second 
one. I can p i c t u r e  him; I c a n ' t  remember t h e  name, sir.  

Q. Evident ly through Dr. FLAM and s o  f o r t h  you kep t  
p r e t t y  c l o s e  t r a c k  of what was going on a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  t h e r e .  

A. Well, t hey 'd  g ive  t h e i r  weekly b r i e f i n g s  and
-wzllchart cut. 

Q. H e  never had any i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  something might
have happened o u t  t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q- Now P e t  me draw a s i t u a t i o n  Cor you. L e t ' s  say you 
have a v i l l a g e  t h a t ' s  i n  VC country o r  under VC c o n t r o l ,  b u t  
you a l s o  have some refugee c a ~ ~ p st h a t  a r e  where you have q u i t e  
a l a r g e  number of people from t h a t  v i l l a g e  along Highway 58 o r  
immediately ad jacen t  t o  Highway 1 along Highway 521, f o r  example. 
Now would t h a t  make any d i f f e r e n c e  as  f a r  a s  t h e  admissions 
i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a r e  concerned? I n  o t h e r  words, nor th  of t h e  
c i t y ,  across  t h e  r i v e r  t h e r e  were q u i t e  a few refugee  camps. 

A. Yes, sir .  

Q. A n d  one of  those refugee  camps was predominately 
Son My personnel .  So it wouldn ' t  be unusual t o  g e t  people 
from Son My i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  Of course,  i f  somebody was s h o t  
o r  had a smal l  arms o r  a wound caused by any kind of ordnance, 
t h a t  would have been a d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g ;  it should have a t t r a c t e d  
some a t t e n t i o n .  And we do know people went i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  
b u t  t o  your knowledge t h i s  was n o t  picked up e i t h e r  by the--
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A. ( In te rpos ing)  Any time t h e r e  w a s  a g r e a t  i n f l u x  of 
people coming from a p a r t i c u l a r  d i s t r i c t  as  a r e s u l t  o f ,  s ay ,  
a r t i l l e r y  o r  smal l  arms f i r e  i n  t h e  shaded a r e a  where t h e y ' r e  
contes ted ,  maybe 1 month t h e  VC c o n t r o l l e d  it and s o  on, when a 
l a r g e  number would come i n ,  I ' d  usual ly  know about it. The doc 
would l e t  me know what happened. He'd ask me t h e  next  morning o r  
t h e  next day o r  sometime, what happened down t h e r e  l a s t  n i g h t .  I 
s a i d ,  "Well, e i t h e r  t h e  America1 o r  t h e  Vietnamese had an 
opera t ion  o r  something down t h i s  way." And then h e ' d  exp la in  
t h a t  they had q u i t e  a l a r g e  i n f l u x .  I d o n ' t  remember any 
coming in--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  For your information,  we've gone over  
t h e  records of t h e  h o s p i t a l  q u i t e  c a r e t u l l y .  A s  a mat ter  of f a c t ,  
M r .  MACCRATu h a s ,  and we've a l s o  t a l k e d  t o  D r .  CONNELLY s o  
we have checked t h i s  ou t .  I th ink  we've i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
we ' re  q u i t e  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  whlch were 
t h e r e  and t h e  var ious  medical and o t h e r  kinds of s e r v i c e s .  
Can you th ink  of any o t h e r  i n d i c a t o r s  t h a t  might have ind i -
ca ted  something unusual may have happened down here?  

A. No, The c la ims,  poss ib ly  t h a t  march may have, 
procession on t h e  road t h e r e ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  a l l  I can th ink  o f .  

Q One o t h e r  Vietnamese o r  Vie t  Cong s t ra tagem
List nzy hzve beec x e d  hzs t? dc ~ i t ht ~ k i n g2 wcman's body; 
as f a r  as I knov i t ' s  a  c lo thed  body, i n  b lack  pajamas, and 
obviou'sly a dead one, and p l a n t i n g  t h i s  body spread-eagle 
along t h e  s i d e  of a road and then  p l a n t i n g  a u n i t  patch i n  
the  c ro tch  s e c t i o n  of t h e  woman. Did you ever  h e a r  of anything 
l i k e  t h i s ?  

No, sir, n o t  a  th ing .  

Q- W e L l ,  Major SPELTZ, I would be s u r e  t h a t  based upon
what I asked ~ ~ 1 . 1today t h a t  you can ga the r  t h a t  we a l ready know 
q u i t e  a b i t  &out  t h i s .  

A,  Y e s ,  s i r  

Q- But t h e  f a c t  remalns t h a t  we a r e  going t o  every 
extreme t o  g e t  every p iece  of information we can concerning 
what t r a n s p i r e d .  A s  a consequence I would l i k e  t o  ask you t o  
keep th ink ing  about t h i s  and t h e  events  t h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  and 
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some of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  people  may have s a i d  t h a t  may have,  i n  
f a c t ,  been o r i e n t e d  toward t h i s  t h i n g  wi thou t  ycu eve r  recog-
n i z i n g  a t  t h a t  moment, And i f  you can t h i n k  of anything such 
as t h i s  t h a t  would be h e l p f u l  t o  us ,  I want you t o  g e t  i n  touch 
wi th  us a s  q u i c k l y  a s  you can. Major LYNN w i l l  t ake  ca re  of 
g e t t i n g  you t h e  necessary informat ion .  Also i f  you know of 
any documentation of any form, i n  terms of l e a f l e t s ,  which 
may be s p e c i f i c  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  o r  maps o r  photos o r  anything 
t h a t  would be a p p l i c a b l e ,  w e  'd  l i k e  t o  know about those ,  too.  

A. Y e s ,  sir.  

Q. Now b e f o r e  w e  r e c e s s ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  g ive  you an 
oppor tuni ty  t o  ask any ques t ions  which you'd l i k e  t o  o r  i f  
you would p r e f e r ,  g ive  you an oppor tun i ty  t o  make a s t a t e -
ment f o r  t h e  record .  

A. No, s ir .  I d o n ' t  have any s t a t emen t  and I d o n ' t  
have any q u e s t i o n s .  

10: W e ' l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r ecessed  a t  1830 hours ,  30 January 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: ULSAKER, C a r l  C.  

DATE OF TESTIMONY: 1 4  January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: Colonel ;  Sen io r  Advisor 
t o  t h e  2d ARVN Div is ion .  

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION. 

a.  D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  h i s  job .  

The w i t n e s s ,  on 1 6  March 1968, w a s  t h e  s e n i o r  
a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o n ,  whose headqua r t e r s  was 
l o c a t e d  i n  Quang Ngai C i t y  (pg.  3 ) .  H e  l e f t  t h a t  
ass ignment  on 1 A p r i l  1968 (pg. 3 ) :  succeeded by Colonel  
Dean HUTTER (pg. 1 9 ) .  L i eu t enan t  Colonel  S t ewar t  CROMWELL 
w a s  h i s  deputy ,  who br idged  t h e  p e r i o d  a f t e r  t h e  w i t n e s s  
l e f t  (pg.  20) . I n  h i s  job,  he worked c l o s e l y  w i th  General  
TOAN, then  a c o l o n e l ,  who commanded t h e  2d ARVN ~ i v i s i o n .  
The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  he  s a w  TOAN d a i l y .  They planned and 
s u p e r v i s e d  o p e r a t i o n s  t o g e t h e r ,  and they  developed a 
"very c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p . " ,  H e  cons ide red  TOAN t o  be a 
very  competent ,  a b l e ,  and courageous s o l d i e r  (pg.  4 ) .  

b. A d i s c u s s i o n  of  2d ARVN Div i s ion  o p e r a t i o n s .  

(1) I n c i d e n t  sou th  of  My L a i  (1). 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  an o p e r a t i o n  which 
took p l a c e  t o  t h e  sou th  o f  My L a i  (1):i n d i c a t e d  on MAP-1 
as LZ ( 2 ) , where e lements  of t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  had 
t h r e e  c a s u a l t i e s .  Colonel  TOAN t o l d  t h e  r eg imen ta l  commander 
who t r a n s m i t t e d  it t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander t h a t  they  should  
remain u n t i l  t hey  "accomplished something" and w i t h i n  a few 
hours  t h e y  had cap tu red  a l o c a l  VC who l e d  them t o  a t u n n e l  
i n  which they  k i l l e d  ove r  9 0  and cap tu red  weapons and r a d i o s  
(pgs .  5 ,  6). 
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Opera t ions  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  area. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  ano the r  o p e r a t i o n  
which took e lements  of  t h e  2d ARVN Div i s ion  i n t o  P i n k v i l l e ,  
b u t  t hey  accomplished no th ing  which i n d i c a t e d  "a  l a c k  o f  
agg res s ivnes s  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e "  (pg.  6 ) .  H e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  it may be due t o  t h e  day o f  t h e  month, because o f  
numbers, s u p e r s t i t i o n s ,  e t c .  (pg.  6)  . 

(3 )  An encoun te r  w i th  t h e  48th Local  Force 
B a t t a l i o n .  

I n  November o f  1967, TOAN r e c e i v e d  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  on t h e  48th Local  Force B a t t a l i o n ,  
which was as competent a Communist u n i t  a s  t hey  had c o n t a c t e d ,  
(pgs .  6 ,  7 )  , was l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  n o r t h  o f  My La i  (1) 
a c r o s s  t h e  ~ i e m  D i e m  River  on t h e  pen insu la .  The Koreans 
were supposed t o  blockade t h e  shou lde r s  of t h e  p e n i n s u l a  
wh i l e  t h e  ARVN1s  went i n .  The Koreans could  n o t  respond 
q u i c k l y  enough and s o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  escaped t h e  ARVN1s 
(pg.  7 ) .  When t h e  Koreans l e f t  i n  e i t h e r  December o r  I
January (pg.  8) t h e r e  w a s  l e f t  a l a r g e  a r e a  f o r  t h e  2d 
ARVN Div i s ion  t o  a c t  i n ,  s o ,  Task Force Barker  was c r e a t e d  
from t h r e e  companies o f  t h e  1 1 t h  Brigade (pg.  8 ) .  Soon 
a f t e r  i t s  c r e a t i ~ n  t h e r e  was a combined o p e r a t i o n  between 
Task Force  Barker  and t h e  4 th  ARVN Regiment, commanded 
by Colonel  LOM, i n  t h e  a r e a  sou th  o f  My Lai  ( 4 ) .  Tile 
company from Task Force Barker  had a "sharp  engagement" 
w i th  f i v e  o r  s i x  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  H i l l  85, b u t  Task 
Force Barker  asked f o r  no a s s i s t a n c e  (pg.  8 ) .  The ARVN1s  t 
were ready t o  go i n  i f  needed. General  LIPSCOMB a r r i v e d  
a t  t h e  CP i n  Quang Ngai and was " a g i t a t e d "  because t h e  ARVN 
u n i t s  w e r e  n o t  h e l p i n g  h i s  company. B e  was t o l d  t h a t  the 
w i t n e s s  had p e r s o n a l l y  c a l l e d  Colonel  Barker and asked i f  
a s s i s t a n c e  was needed and BARKER r e p l i e d  "No, t h e  company 
i s  doing f i n e "  (pg.  9 ) .  The wi tnes s  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
gave General  LIPSCOMB a poor op in ion  o f  t h e  2d ARVN 
Div i s ion  (pg. 9 )  . 

A December encounte r  wes t  of  Son Tinh.  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  week between 
Christmas and New Year's day t h e  4th  Regiment coopera ted  
wi th  an e lement  from 3/4 which r e s u l t e d  i n  a body count  
o f  120,  most ly  e lements  o f  t h e  48th  B a t t a l i o n  and the 
l o c a l  companies. 
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( 5 )  T h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  T e t  Offens ive .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  T O N ?  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  
t h e  VC would n o t  honor t h e  r e l i g i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  -T e t  s o  
he  p e r s o n a l l y  r a l l i e d  t h e  remaining 50 p e r c e n t  of  h i s  
u n i t s  t h a t  d i d  n o t  go home on l e a v e .  When, on 31  January ,  
t h e y  were a t t a c k e d  by a r e i n f o r c e d  regiment  i n  Quang Ngai 
C i t y  and Tam Ky, they were a b l e  t o  f i g h t  a l l  day wi th  on ly  
gunship a s s i s t a n c e  from t h e  Americans and t h e  a c t i o n  
r e s u l t e d  i n  a body count  i n  exces s  of  1200 and more than  500  
weapons c a p t u r e d ,  wi th  on ly  75 ARVN's  k i l l e d  (pg.  1 0 ) .  

( 6 )  Reasons f o r  Task Force BARKER'S a c t i v i t i e s  
i n  t h e  ARVN AO. 

The ARVN's  exper ienced  i n  February and 
March a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  p r e s s u r e  from t h e  Nghia Hanh D i s t r i c t ,  
sou th  and w e s t  of Quang Ngai c i t y .  The re fo re ,  they  l e f t  t h e  
Son My a r e a  and through c o o r d i n a t i o n  made it t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  Task Force Barker  (pg.  11). On t h e  
p a r t i c u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  i n  q u e s t i o n  i n  March t h e r e  were no 
ARVN u n i t s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g .  

adv i so ry  group.  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  M r .  MAY a s  t h e  s e n i o r  
p rov ince  a d v i s o r  was seen  from t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  b u t  t h e r e  
w a s  n o t  much a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  him (pg. 1 7 ) .  MAY had 
r ep l aced  L ieu tenan t  Colonel  LYNCH when they  went i n t o  t h e  
CORDS system (pg.  18) . G U I N N  was t h e  deputy (pg. 18) . 
I n t e l l i g e n c e  in format ion  would n o t  normal ly  come from 
G U I N N ,  b u t  would come through t h e  w i t n e s s '  own G2 adv i so r  
(pg.  18)  . G U I N N  was h i s  primary c o n t a c t  w i th  t h e  advisory  
end of  t h e  prov ince  where t h e  w i t n e s s  had no r e a l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  (pg.  19 )  . The w i t n e s s  d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  
t h e  name of h i s  G2 a d v i s o r  (pg .  19)  . 
2 .  H I S  KNOWLEDGE O F  THE ASSAULT ITSELF. 

a .  H i s  i n i t i a l  i n fo rma t ion .  

The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  on e i t h e r  15 o r  16 March, 
he  knew t h a t  Task Force Barker  w a s  going t o  have an 
o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a .  He knew t h a t  they  had 
u n i t s  i n  t h e  a r e a  (pg. 13) , and a t  h i s  morning b r i e f i n g  
on 17 March he  had r ece ived  a r e p o r t  o f  t h e  body count  
(pg.  14). 
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b. ~ e a l i n g sw i t h  General  KOSTER. 

The w i t n e s s  thought  he  saw General  KOSTER e i t h e r  
on 1 7  March o r  " t h e  day a f t e r "  and t o l d  KOSTER t h a t  he heard  
t h e r e  w a s  a good o p e r a t i o n  i n  P i n k v i l l e ,  t o  which KOSTER 
r e p l i e d  "Yes, it appears  t h a t  way" (pg.  1 4 ) .  The wi tnes s  
d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n  concerning c i v i l i a n  c a s u a l t i e s  
and s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  was ,it was n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t  enough 
t o  s t a y  wi th  him (pg.  1 4 ) .  

c. Deal ings  wi th  Colonel  HENDERSON. 

The w i t n e s s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  Colonel  HENDERSON took  
over  command o f  t h e  11 th  Brigade on e i t h e r  15 o r  16 March 
because he  a t t ended  t h e  f a r e w e l l  parade of  General  LIPSCOMB 
on 15 March (pg.  1 4 ) .  He r e c a l l e d  HENDERSON making a 
cou r t e sy  c a l l ,  b u t  he  was n o t  s u r e  what HENDERSON s a i d  
du r ing  it and d i d  n o t  know if-HENDERSON t h e  person  w a s  
i n i t i a t i n g t h e  f a c t  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  The w i t n e s s  could  
n o t  g i v e  an op in ion  of  r e l a t i o n s  between TOAN and 
HENDERSON because he l e f t  two weeks a f t e r  HENDERSON took 
over  
TOAN 

(pg.  1 4 ) .  Normally, i f  HENDERSON were coming t o  s e e  
it would be  done through t h e  w i tnes s  ' o f f i c e  (pgs .  1 5 ,  

1 6 ) .  

3 .  INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE ASSAULT. 

The w i t n e s s  was n o t  aware o f  a  d i s c u s s i o n  between 
KOSTER and TOAN concerning an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg.  1 6 ) .  no r  
w a s  k aware t h a t  t h e r e  was a U.S. o r  an ARVN i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
going on (pg.  1 6 ) .  He d i d  n o t  r e c a l l  any VC propaganda 
a t  t h e  t ime bu. t  f e l t  t h a t  t n l s  might be b e c ~ u s e  he w a s  
t r y i n g  t o  b reak  i n  h i s  s u c c e s s o r  and w a s  n o t  spending as 
much t i m e  w i t h  TOAN a s  normal (pgs. 1 6 ,  19)  . 
4 .  REPORTS OF INVESTIGATION. 

The w i t n e s s  was n o t  aware o f  t h e  r e p o r t  from L ieu tenan t  
TAN t o  Colonel  K H I E N ,  which i s  marked a s  E x h i b i t  M-28 (pg .15 ) ,  
nor  was he aware of  t h e  r e p o r t  marked E x h i b i t  M-31, a r e p o r t  
from t h e  Census Grievance Committee (pg.  1 7 ) .  The w i t n e s s  
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s t a t e d  he had n o t  seen I n c l o s u r e  2 t o  E x h i b i t  R-1 ,  VC 
Propaganda (pg. 17)  . 
5.  OTHER INFORMATION. 

a .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  he had t a l k e d  wi th  L ieu tenan t  
Colone.1 Will iam G U I N N  when t h e  My Lai  m a t t e r  f i r s t  came i n t o  
t h e  newspapers b e f o r e  t h e  Peers  Inqu i ry  began (pgs .  3 ,  4 ) .  
Colonel  G U I N N  asked him on t h e  te lephone  i f  he  remembered 
anyth ing  about  t h e  massacre o r  i f  he had been approached 
by anyone i n  t h e  course  o f  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (pg,  3 ) .  

b .  The w i t n e s s  s t a t e d  t h a t  Colonel  TOAN had a lmost  
d a i l y  c o n t a c t  wi th  General  KOSTER under General  WESTMORELAND'S 
d i r e c t i v e  t o  coopera te  very  c l o s e l y  w i th  t h e  ARVN1s  (pg.  11). 

c. The w i t n e s s  f e l t  t h a t  Colonel  K H I E N  w a s  a " p r e t t y  
e x c i t a b l e  f e l l ow"  b u t  w a s  courageous.  H e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
G U I N N  would be  i n  a b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  t o  comment on K H I E N 1 s  
performance (pg. 1 2 )  . 
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EXHIBITS 

EXHIBIT 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION NOTES PAGES 

l ~ e p o r f f r o m  LT TAN t o  I -I 
M-28 ~KHIEN b i t  had n o t  s een .  I 15 

I I 
M-31 Census Grievance Report  W i t  had n o t  s een .  17 

L e t t e r  oi- Apprec l a t l on ,  Ente rea  i n t o  
M-37 d a t e d  1 4  Mar 6 8  from ev idence .  

s e n l o r  advnsor  2d A m  
; ~ i v i s i o n  12 

I n c l o s u r e  2-VC 
R - 1  Propaganda W i t  had n o t  s een .  17 

W i t  r e f e r r e d  t o  it 
MAP-1 W a l l  map du r ing  tes t imony.  5 
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h he hea r ing  reconvened a t  0915 hours ,  14 January 1970.) 

10: The hea r ing  w i l l  come t o  o rde r .  

RCDR: The fol lowing persons a r e  p resen t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR l\IA@CXATE and MAJ LYNN.  

The nex t  wi tness  i s  Colonel (Re t i r ed )  Car l  C. 
ULSAKER. 

(COL (Ret) .  ULSAKER was c a l l e d  as  a wi tness ,  w a s  
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as follows : )  

RCDR : Colonel ULSAKER,, f o r  the ,  record ,  w i l l  you s ta te  
your f u l l  name, occupat ion,  and res idence .  

A. C a r l  C. ULSAKER, Colonel,  U . S .  Army (Re t i r ed ), 
Washington Regional Di rec to r ,  U . S .  P o s t  Of f i ce  Department, 2309 
North Vermont S t r e e t ,  Ar l ington ,  Vi rg in ia .  

RCDR : Thank you, sir. 

10: M r .  ULSAKER, before  we s tar t  any ques t ion ing ,  I 
would advise  you concerning c e r t a i n  m a t t e r s .  

This  i n v e s t i q a t i o n  was dlrectect' j c i r r t l y  by the 
Secre ta ry  of t h e  Army and t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  United S t a t e s  
Amy, f o r  t h e  purpose of determing t h e  f a c t s  and making f ind ings  
and recommendations concerning two mat ters :  

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and t h e  
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and t h e  subsequent reviews and r e p o r t s  wi th in  
t h e  chain of command, of  what i s  now commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  
t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  of  1 6  March 1968, and 

( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b l e  suppress ion  o r  withholding of i n f o r -
mation by any person who had a duty t o  r e p o r t  and t o  f u r n i s h  
informat ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  

Our i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  n o t  be ing  conducted t o  inves- 
t i g a t e  a l l  f a c t s  and circumstances as t o  e x a c t l y  what happened 
a t  My L a i .  I t  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  those  two s p e c i f i c  purposes 
which I have j u s t  mentioned. Do you have any ques t ions  on 
those  two? 
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Q I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  rne and have reviewed 
p r i o r  o f f i c i a l  s ta teme3ts  obta ined  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t -
i g a t i o n s  of t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t .  Tc t h e  b e s t  of my r e c o l l e c -
t i o n ,  I have seen  no testimony which youlve given i n  t h i s  
case.  

A .  That 's right. 

Q- Your testimony t h i s  morning w i l l  be t aken  under 
oa th .  A verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared.  A t a p e  
recording i s  being made i n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  verbatim no tes  
which a r e  being taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

Although t h e  genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  
w i l l  be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  tes t imony,  o r  
a t  l e a s t  p a r t s  of it, may a t  a Later  date  become a mat ter  of 
p u b l i c  knowledge. 

Now i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  myself here  a t  t h e  t a b l e  t h i s  
morning i s  M r .  YACCRATE, who i s  a c i v i l i a n  a t t o r n e y  who has 
volunteered h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  Sec re ta ry  of t h e  Army.to 
a s s i s t  me i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and a l s o  t o  s e r v e  as  a  l e g a l  
counsel t o  me. We a lsc  have o t h e r  members of t h e  inqu i ry  who 
a r e  conducting s e p a r a t e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s .  However, i n  t h e  f i n a l  03 

3 x 3
a n a l y s i s  it w i l l  be up t o  me  t o  weigh t h e  evidence and t o  :XI 
make t h e  f ind ings  and t h e  recommendations. 

Q 
You should know t h a t  we a r e  d i r e c t i n g  t h e  m i l i t a r y  17: 

perscncel xhc ' p ~ a - r  b z f s r e  this hear in9  nst ts d i s c u s s  k h c i r  
testimony wi th  o t h e r  wi tnesses  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  o r  with 
o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  a s  p e r t a i n s  ts t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  t h e  i n v e s t -
i g a t i v e  process  of it, or  t h e  testimony given i n  t h i s  inqu i ry .  
To you i n  your cjvili .aa? capaci ty  , I would reques t  t h a t  you 
n o t  d i scuss  your tes t inosy  i n  this i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with o t h e r s ,  
inc lud ing  other  wj  t-eccac f ~ rth.?: i2vest$g3tiac,  s x c e ~ t3s 
you may be requi red  ts do sc before  a competent j u d i c i a l ,  
l e g i s l a t i v e ,  or  admin i s t ra t ive  bo&j. And he re  I would a l s o  
i n c l u d e ,  j u s t  i n  case it cones up,  poss ib ly  appearing before  
t h e  House Armed Services  Subcommittee f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  

m e
L u  tke b e s t  s f  my knowledge, you have n o t  been 

c i t e d  i n  t h e  g e ~ e x a l~ ? ~ r t - n a r t ~ a lcase  of t h e  United S t a t e s  
v. Calley by t h e  m i l i t a r y  judge of t h a t  case.  1n t h e  even t  
t h a t  you a r e  a t  m y  cirr~eci- ted i n  t h a t  case ,  your appearance 
h e r e  would i n  no way change t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o r  t h e  e f f e c t  
of t h e  o rde r  of bde military judge. Do you have any ques t ions  
a t  t h i s  t ime cn what I ' v e  ind ica ted?  
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A. No, s i r .  

8 M r .  ULSAKER, would you s ta te  your du ty  assignment 
on t h e  1 6 t h  of March 1968? 

I was t h e  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  2d ARVM D i v i s i o n ,  

9 And t h e  headqua r t e r s  w a s  l o c a t e d  i n  Quang Ngai C i t y ?  

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  Quang Ngai C i t y .  

& And how long  had you been i n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ?  

A a  I ' d  been t h e r e  a lmost  a y e z r ,  I was w i t h i n  2 
weeks of  l eav ing .  

Q* When d i d  you a c t u a l l y  d e p a r t ?  

A. I depa r t ed  on 1 A p r i l  1968. 

U Who w a s  your replacement?  

A .  I remember him b u t  I don' t remember h i s  name. 

9 W e l l ,  I !m q u i t e  s u r e  w e ' l l  Se a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  
him, b u t  i t  would be  h e l p f u l .  

A.  It was somebody I ' d  never  knob~nbefore--U.S. Army.  
H e  was from F o r t  Ord, C a l i f o r n i a .  

Q Since  t h e  t i m e  t h e  My L a i  i n c i d e n t  became a m a t t e r  
of p u b l i c  knowledge i n  about September o r  October of 1969,  
have you had any conve r sa t ions  w i th  anybody connected w i t h ,  
L e t ' s  s a y ,  t h e  America1 D i v i s i o n ,  o r  your  adv i so ry  group,  . 
or t h e  Quang Ngai p rov ince  adv i so ry  group concerning t h i s  
i n c i d e n t ?  

A. Only one smal l  i n c i d e n t .  I had a te lephone  c a l l  
from L ieu tenan t  Colonel  Will iam GUINN,.who was t h e  prov ince  
s e n i o r  a d v i s o r  a t  t h a t  t ime.  H e  asked m e  i f  I remembered 
anyth ing  about  t h e  p o s s i b l e  massacre o c c u r r i n g  i n  connect ion 
w i t h  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  and whether  o r  n o t  I ' d  been approached by 
anybody i n  t h e  cou r se  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Q Can you r e c a l l  about  when you t a l k e d  t o  Colonel  
GUINN ? 
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t h a t .  I know it had been a d i f f i c u l t  a r e a  f o r  t h e  11 months 
t h a t  I had been t h e r e .  I n  p rev ious  months i n  1967,  w e  had 
a c t u a l l y  had,  we b e i n g  2d ARVN Div i s ion ,  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  4th  
I n f a n t r y  Regiment--who had t h e  t ac t ica l  a r e a  most of  t h e  t i m e - -
had s e v e r a l  o p e r a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a .  When I say  
s e v e r a l  I t h i n k  maybe f o u r  o r  f i v e  where t h e  d i v l s i o n  i t s e l f  
went i n .  O f  cou r se  t h e  RF/PF u n i t s  were i n  and o u t  of t h e r e  
and some o f  them were a c t u a l l y  s t a t i o n e d  o u t  very c l o s e  t o  
My La i .  One of them on t o p  of what you c a l l  H i l l  85 h e r e ,  
an ou tpos t - -

Q *  ( I n t e r p o s i n g )  A s  I remember H i l l  85 ,  it w a s  a l s o  
over run  du r ing  t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e .  

A .  W e l l ,  y e s .  I ' l l  l e a d  up t c  Lle  ~ e to f f e n s i v e  i f  
i t ' s  a l l  r i g h t  w i t h  you. 

Q I ' d  l i k e  you t o .  

A .  Yes, sir. These were i n  t h e  months p rev ious  t o  
t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e ,  p r i m a r i l y  i n  1967,  b u t  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  
o p e r a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  I would s a y  h a l f  o f  them w e r e  very 
good, and h a l f  of them they  g o t  i n  t h e r e  and r a n  i n t o  a few 
mines and booby t r a p s  and s o r t  of p e t e r e d  o u t .  

( M r .  ULSAKER makes referents t o  E x h i b i t  MAP-1 i n  
h i s  subsequent  t es t imony. )  

I r e c a l l  one s p e c i f i c a l l y  where they  g o t  i n t o  t h i s  
cemetery,  which i s  j u s t  sou th  of  t h e  My L a i  (1) t h e r e ,  r i g h t  
h e r e  j u s t  n o r t h  of  t h a t  LZ 2 s t i c k e r  you have h e r e  on t h e  map. 
And they  w e r e  i n  t h e r e  f o r  about  a day and they  had two o r  
t h r e e  people  s h o t  by s n i p e r s .  I t h i n k  one k i l l e d ,  and t h e y  
were beginn ing  t o  g e t  c o l d  f e e t ,  you might s a y ,  t h e n  Colonel  
TOAN g o t  h o l d  of t h e  reg imenta l  commander and h e  s a i d ,  "You've 
l o s t  t h r e e  people  o u t  h e r e . "  H e  s a i d ,  "You're going t o  s t a y  
o u t  h e r e  u n t i l  you 've  made c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  enemy and accom-
p l i s h e d  something." The r eg imen ta l  commander t r a n s m i t t e d  t h i s  
t o  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  commander i nvo lved ,  and of  cou r se  I g e t  t h i s  
th rough  t h e  adv i so ry  cha in .  There i s  an a d v i s o r  w i t h  t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  and wi th  t h e  regiment .  Within  a few hours  t hey  had 
a c t u a l l y  cap tu red  a V i e t  Cong from t h e  l o c a l  u n i t  t h e r e  and 
h e  l e d  them t o  a t u n n e l  which went g e n e r a l l y  through t h a t  
cemetery f o r  about  a h a l f  a m i l e .  I t  had many branches  on 
it and it had a t  l e a s t  two l e v e l s  t h a t  I know o f .  And t h e y  
blew i n t o  t h a t  t u n n e l  eve ry  50 meters  and c a l l e d  i n  for 
peop le  t o  come o u t  and s u r r e n d e r .  Nobody d i d  and when they  
f i n a l l y  t e rmina t ed  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  t hey  went down i n s i d e  t h e  
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a g a i n s t . t h e  2d North Vietnamese Divis ion up i n  Quang Tin 

province and our genera l  opinion was t h a t  t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  

was about a s  competent a  Communist u n i t  a s  we had any con tac t  

w i th  even though they were a l o c a l  fo rce .  But anyhow, we had 

i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h a t  they were up he re  i n ,  we l l  I ' d  say roughly 

t h e  a rea  where you have t h e  yellow company a r e a  indica ted-- 


Q - ( In te rpos ing)  You would say t h e n ,  i n  November 

t h a t  was j u s t  nor th  of My Lai  (1) ac ross  t h e  Diem Diem River.  


A .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  and 
i n  that s o r t  of peninsula  t h a t  j u t s  down i n  t h e r e ,  j u s t  south  
of Phu My ( 1 1 ,  i n  t h a t  genera l  a r e a .  Now, of course t h e r e  
weren ' t  any U . S .  t roops  i n  t h a t  a r e a  a t  t h a t  t ime ,  and t h e r e  
were Korean t roops  of t h e  Korean Marine Brigade, who were nor th  
of t h e r e ,  and over h e r e ,  and over t o  t h e  west .  The counter- 
p a r t  wanted t o  g e t  an opera t ion  going o u t  h e r e  and t r y  t o  g e t  
ou t  and make con tac t  w i t h  t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  before  they  got  
away. So he asked t h e  Korean br igade commander i f  he would 
p u t  a  blocking fo rce  down and s o r t  of block o f f  t h e  shoulders  
of t h a t  peninsula  across  t h e r e  whi le  we s e n t  t h e  ARVN fo rces  
i n  from t h e  south.  Well, we c o u l d n ' t  g e t  t h e  Korean br igade  
commander t o  respond quickly  enough. He d i d n ' t  want t o  change 
h i s  p lans  f o r  t h e  day, s o  no blocking fo rce  got  i n .  But we 
h a s t i l y  assembled t h e  4th I n f a n t r y  Regiment, I d o n ' t  know, 
2 o r  3 b a t t a l i o n s  of it, and t h e  armored personnel  c a r r i e r  
t roop  t h a t  was based a t  Quang Ngai and moved o u t  very quickly  
i n  an opera t ion  i n t o  t h a t  a r e a .  

The ARVN t roops conducted themselves very aggress- 
i v e l y .  The commanding genera l  had whipped up a l i t t l e  s p i r i t - -  
/"We got  t o  g e t  ou t  t h e r e .  We've go t  good i n t e l l i g e n c e  on the 
48th B a t t a l i o n . "  And they went o u t  very quickly .  They g o t  i n  
t h e r e .  They got  engaged. By t h e  t ime we got  i n t o  t h e  engage- 
ment a c t u a l l y ,  n i g h t  had f a l l e n  and t h e r e  was a p r e t t y  good 
f i r e  f i g h t  i n  t h e r e .  We had a few c a s u a l t i e s .  We got  a few 
VC, n o t  any g r e a t  v i c t o r y ,  b u t  it was a good sharp  engagement. 
Of course during t h e  n i g h t  they faded o u t  and t h e  next  day we 
had no more c o n t a c t .  We f e l t  t h a t  i f  t h e  Koreans had coop- 
e r a t e d  with us on t h a t  we might have g o t t e n  a l o t  more of 
them. But t h a t  was an i n d i c a t i o n ,  I thought ,  of  a  good 
aggress ive  o f fens ive  s p i r i t  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  u n i t .  

Now when t h e  Task Force Barker came i n t o  h e r e ,  t h i s  
was, we l l  l e t  me g e t  i n t o  t h e  Tet  o f f e n s i v e  f i r s t .  We had 
normally had t h i s  t a c t i c a l  a r e a  of opera t ions  which went 
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along t h e  D i e m  Diem River t h e r e  a s  t h e  orange l i n e  p r e t t y  
w e l l  shows it, inc luding  t h e  Pinkville-My Lai a r e a .  The 
Koreans had had t h e  a r e a  up nor th  and o u t  i n  t h e  Batangan 
Peninsula.  I t h i n k  it was i n  December t h e  Koreans g o t  p u l l e d  
o u t ,  e i t h e r  December o r  e a r l y  January,  I 've f o r g o t t e n  e x a c t l y ,  
b u t  it was before  t h e  T e t  o f fens ive .  The Koreans got  p u l l e d  
o u t  and s e n t  up nor th  t o  he lp  t h e  U.S. Marines where they  were 
g e t t i n g  a l l  t h e  p ressu re  on Khe Sanh and up i n  t h e  two northern-  
most provinces.  This  l e f t  q u i t e  a l a r g e  a r e a  which t h e  2d 
ARVN ~ i v i s i o n  d i d n ' t  have t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  of going i n  and 
c o n t r o l l i n g  wi th  any degree of success .  The America1 Divis ion 
was p r e t t y  overextended too .  

So they  c r e a t e d  Task Force Barker o u t  of t h r e e  
companies from t h e  11th  Brigade, s o r t  of a jury-rigged b a t t a l i o n ,  
gave them a couple b a t t e r i e s  of a r t i l l e r y ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  and 
p u t  them up t h e r e  t o  cover an a r e a  t h a t  had been covered by 
s e v e r a l  s t rong  Korean b a t t a l i o n s ,  and as  you r e c a l l ,  they were 
s t rong.  They had p l e n t y  of weapons and p len ty  of t roops .  
And I thought Barker d i d  an excep t iona l ly  a b l e  job,  t a k i n g  
t h i s  s o r t  of " raggle- taggle"  o u t f i t  and p u t t i n g  it t o g e t h e r  
and g e t t i n g  them i n t o  bus iness  up he re .  A t  t h e  time he f i r s t  
went i n t o  a c t i o n  t h e r e  was a  b r i g a d i e r  genera l  commanding-- 
LIPSCOMB--cornmanding t h e  11th  Brigade. 

I remember one day no t  long a f t e r  Task Force 
Barker got  going, we had a combined opera t ion  t h a t  went o u t  
i n t o  t h i s  a rea  where we had one ccmpany of Barke r ' s  u n i t  
ope ra t ing  along with elements of t n e  4 tn  ARVN Regiment. We 
had t h e  ARVN 4 th  Regiment commander o u t  t h e r e  a s  our  repre-
s e n t a t i v e  on t h e  s p o t ,  qnd BARKER d i d  some coordina t ing .  
l e t  t h e  company p r e t t y  we l l  coordina te  d i r e c t l y  with t h e  
b a t t a l i o n  of t h e  4th Regiment t h a t  it w a s  w i t h ,  and with 
Colonel LOM, who w a s  t h e  commander of t h e  4 th  Regiment. 

H e  

They moved o u t  genera l ly  towards M y  Lai a long 
t h a t  road,  Highway 521. They got  in-- the company of U . S .  t roops  
got  i n t o  a  p r e t t y  sha rp  engagement--well I th ink  it was about 
j u s t  south of t h a t  My Lai  ( 4 )  a r e a ,  somewhere i n  t h e r e .  And 
they r e a l l y  had a good sha rp  engagement. A s  I r e c a l l  they  
l o s t  about f i v e  o r  s i x  U.S, k i l l e d ,  but  they  had 85 o r  90 o r  
more VC and t h e  AR-VN u n i t  was south of t h e  road.  They were 
up genera l ly  along t h e  shoulders  of H i l l  85 .  I had my adv i so r  
o u t  t h e r e  wi th  Colonel LOM on H i l l  85. The Task Force Barker-- 
t h e  boundary between t h e  u n i t s  was t h e  road,  a s  I r e c a l l .  
Task Force Barker asked f o r  no aSs i s t ance ,  The ARVN t roops  
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bat ta l ion-- the  U , S o  b a t t a l i o n  t h a t  was up t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  and t h e  
ARVN1s pushed i n  a g a i n s t  t h a t  block and we got  some gunships 
from America1 Divis ion and had about 120 body count o u t  of 
t h a t .  And again they were elements of t h e  48th B a t t a l i o n  
p l u s  some of t h e  o t h e r  l o c a l  companies. So t h i s  was a good 
aggress ive  ac t ion .  Of course t h i s  wasn ' t  i n  t h e  My Lai  a rea .  

Q. I know y o u ' r e  pressed  f o r  time t h i s  morning. I ' m  
s o r r y  t h a t  I was l a t e  i n  g e t t i n g  h e r e ,  s o  we might have t o  c u t  
a l i t t l e  b i t  of t h i s  s h o r t  because I do have some o t h e r  ques-
t i o n s  t h a t  I do want t o  address  t o  you. 

A. May I comment on t h e  Te t  o f fens ive?  

Q D e f i n i t e l y .  I d e f i n i t e l y  want t o  h e a r  t h a t .  

A. The T e t  o f fens ive  i t s e l f  occurred up i n  t h i s  a r e a  
on 31 January,  a c t u a l l y  my coun te rpa r t  r e a l i z e d  on 30 January 
t h a t  they  could no t  any longer  r e l y  on t h e  Vie t  Cong o r  North 
Vietnamese r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  aspect  of T e t ,  t h a t  they  
were probably going t o  t r y  something on t h a t  very n i g h t  when 
everybody was supposed t o  be re laxed.  So he and I went 
around i n  my h e l i c o p t e r  on t h e  30th and spoke t o  every s i n g l e  
combat i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n  i n  h i s  u n i t ,  both i n  Quang Ngai and 
up a t  Quang Tin.  -d he g o t  h i s  fo rces  p r e t t y  we l l  organ-
i z e d ,  those  t h a t  w e r e n ' t  home on hol iday .  He was reduced t o  
about 50 pe rcen t  or l e s s  s t r e n g t h ,  bu t  s t i l l  t h a t  was p r e t t y  
good around Quang Ngai Ci ty  a d  Tam Ky up t o  t h e  n o r t h .  And 
the ~rtorningof tile 3iu. i ; ,  why w e  were a t t acked  by a r e in fo rced  
regiment,  approxinatePy, i n  both of t h e  p laces .  The b a t t l e  
went on a l l  day om t h e  31s t .  T h i s  was a b a t t l e  t h a t  w a s  
fought e n t i r e l y  by t h e  ARW. The only a s s i s t a n c e  we had from 
t h e  America1 Divis ions were two gunships i n  each p l a c e .  This  
was a c a p a b i l i t y  t h a t  w e  didn % have, of course.  And a t  t h e  
end of the day ;ri-~L i i ~31s.i;, we! had eimenly body count of over  
1200 f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  about 700 down here  and about 500 up 
h e r e  a t  Tam Kyr and captured  nea r ly  500 weapons, r e c o i l l e s s  
r i f l e s ,  mor tars ,  we l o s t  75 ARVN k i l l e d .  

T o  me t h i s  was an outs tanding  v i c t o r y  and it was 
done e n t i r e l y  by the 2d ARVN Divis ion with some a s s i s t a n c e  
from h e l i c o p t e r  gunships .  These were p r e t t y  a u t h e n t i c  body 
counts .  I went around and d i d  some s p o t  checking and they  
were hones t  t o  goodness enemy t roopers  because they  had 
weapons and they  had grenades and they were i n  m i l i t a r y  
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formations--even where we found them i n  many cases .  And I 
thought General TOAN handled himself extremely w e l l .  He 
pe r sona l ly  d i r e c t e d  a l l  t h e  opera t ions  around Quang Ngai. 
Of course he c o u l d n ' t  do much about Tam Ky , but Colonel TAN 
t h e  province ch ie f  up t h e r e  handled t h a t  p r e t t y  we l l .  He 
made t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  counter -a t tacks  t h a t  day with h i s  armored * 

personnel  c a r r i e r s .  Each one went r i g h t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  of 
dec i s ion .  One before  dawn, one i n  mid-morning, which was 
across  t h e  r i v e r  and a g a i n s t  t h e  l i t t l e  h i l l  t h a t  commanded 
t h e  b r idge  there--  

Q . ( In te rpos ing)  Yes, a t  hill--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  They had t h e  o l d  t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r  
on t h i s .  T h a t ' s  t h e  h i l l  t h a t  has  An Binh (1)w r i t t e n  ac ross  
it. And then  t h e  t h i r d  one i n  t h e  af te rnoon back around t o  
t h e  south  and e a s t  of t h e  c i t a d e l  where t h e  ARW Divis ion 
headquar ters  was. The enemy d i d  p e n e t r a t e  i n t o  our  CP wi th  
s i x  people.  A l l  s i x  of them go t  k i l l e d .  This; I thought ,  
was extremely w e l l  done. Of course t h e  p ressu re  t h a t  came 
i n  on us a s  a r e s u l t  of t h i s  caused some readjustment  i n  where 
t h e  ARVN f o r c e s  were d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  2 months. And 
t h a t ' s  one reason why we gave up t h i s  a r e a  [ i n d i c a t i n g  on 
Exh ib i t  MAP-1)  a s  a temporary a r e a  s f  opera t ions  t o  Task 
Force Barker. I t  had developed t h a t  w e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  A R V N ' s  
c o u l d n ' t  g e t  back up i n  h e r e  i n  February o r  March because w e  
had a l o t  of p ressu re  down t o  t h e  south  and t h e  west  of Quang 
Ngai Ci ty .  And more p ressu re  o u t  here  (indicating on Exh ib i t  
MAP-1) d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  e a s t  of Quang Ngai and s ~ u t h  of t h e  
Song Tra Khuc River ,  than  w e  normally had had, So he had t o  
redispose  h i s  f o r c e s  i n  o rde r  t o  t a k e  c a r e  s f  t h a t .  

I was th ink ing  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s f  t h e  Nghia Hanh 
D i s t r i c t  down he re .  The Nghia Hanh D i s t r i c t ,  which w a s  south 
and west  of Quang Ngai Ci ty  had a tremendous amount of pres-
s u r e  on it, s o  we had t o  g e t  a l o t  of f o r c e  down i n  t h a t  a r e a  
o r  have it ready t o  move t h e r e .  General KOSTEK had some 
d i scuss ion  wi th  Colonel TOAN. I n c i d e n t a l l y  we had almost 
d a i l y  c o n t a c t  wi th  him under General WESTMORELAND'S d i r e c t i v e  
on why we were supposed t o  cooperate  very c l o s e l y  and did-- 
and they f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was g e t t i n g  t o  be an a r e a  where we 
had q u i t e  a b i t  of t r o u b l e  and it ,needed a good c lean ing  o u t .  
So it was decided t h a t  Task Force Barker would be given t h a t  
assignment. Our coordina t ion  was t o  pu t  t h a t  temporary change 
i n t o  our  t a c t i c a l  a r e a  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and give t h a t  t o  Task 
Force Barker. 
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On t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  opera t ion  i n  ques t ion  i n  March, 
it was e n t i r e l y  Task Force Barker ' s  ope ra t ion ,  and w e  had no 
ARVN u n i t s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g .  There may have been some popular  
f o r c e  ou t  t h e r e ,  I d o n e t  r e a l l y  know because t h a t  was no t  my 
department. So I d o n ' t  have m y  s p e c i f i c  knowledge of what 
happened i n  My Lai ( 4 )  on t h e  d a t e  i n  ques t ion  o t h e r  than I 
g o t  t h e  usual  morning b r i e f i n g  t h e  next  day which s a i d  t h a t  
it had been a very success fu l  ope ra t ion  and t h e r e ' d  been about 
90, o r  100, o r  something, body count .  

I0: Well, 1 t h ink  t h a t  g ives  us a good rundown. I 
would l i k e  t o  have t h i s  l e t t e r  of apprec ia t ion  d a t e  1 4  March 
3968 from t h e  s e n i o r  a d v i s o r ,  2d ARVN Divis ion e n t e r e d  i n t o  
t h e  record  a s  an e x h i b i t .  

RCDR : It  w i l l  he  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  record  and marked a s  
M-37. 

I0: Would you t e l l  us your apprec ia t ion  of Colonel 
KHIEN1s performance dur ing  Tet? 

A.  The province c h i e f ?  

Q- The province chief. 

A. Well, Colonel K H I E N  was a p r e t t y  e x c i t a b l e  f e l low,  
b u t  he  was a courageous i n d i v i d u a l .  I d i d n ' t  g e t  r e a l l y  t o o  
d i r e c t  an observat ion  cf hip.. I was with t h e  d i v i s i o n  com-
mander during t he  whole Tei; opera t ion  and r e a l l y  f o r  us the 
b i g  day was t h e  31s t .  Now of course t h e r e  were some opera-
t i o n s  i n  t h e  2 t o  3 veeks fcl lowing t h a t ,  and Colonel 
G U I N N ,  of course ,  was with Colonel K H I E N  c o n s t a n t l y ,  and he  
would have a much better apprec ia t ion ,  p o i n t  s f  view of a c t u a l  
personal  c o n t a c t ,  b u t  my o v e r a l l  apprec ia t ion  of him was he 
d i d  h i s  job. He d id  it p r e t t y  w e l l ,  and he--see my counter-
p a r t  was h i s  boss al-khcugh I w a s n ' t  Colonel G U I N N Y s  boss .  
They had a very p e c u l i a r  se tup .  

Q O f  course t h a t  was about t h e  time t h a t  t h e  whole 
t h i n g  was i n  t r a r s , s i t~ . anf r o m  t h i s  one s i t u a t i o n  t o  another  
wherein t h e  s e c k ~ rrepor ted  d i r e c t l y  t o  I Corps, and t h e  
province chief r c ~ o r t e ~directly tc Saigon, 

A, Th.3-t wss this CORDS b u s i n e s s .  Well, t h a t  realLy 
s t a r t e d  on t h e  30 th  of June,  1967. When I a r r i v e d  i n  Apr i l  
of 1967, why w e  had a p a r a l l e l  chain of command. The d i v i s i o n  
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commander commanded both province c h i e f s  and i n  t u r n  a l l  t h e  
d i s t r i c t s  p l u s  a11 t h e  elements of t h e  d i v i s i o n .  And I had 
o p e r a t i o n a l  command over a l l  t h e  adv i so r s  t o  t h e s e  people.  
When CORDS got  e s t a b l i s h e d  e f f e c t i v e  30 June 1967, I had 
admin i s t r a t ive  r e s p o n s i l i l i t y  f o r  a l l  t h e  U.S. adv i so r s  i n  t h e  
a r e a ,  b u t  I didn 't have o p e r a t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  
e i t h e r  t h e  province advisor  o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f s .  

Q And you a l s o  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  campaign p lan  f o r  
1968 came out  about t h i s  t ime. I t  came o u t  i n  February o r  
March, it a l s o  took t h e  d i v i s i o n  ou t  of t h e  chain  of command 
as w e l l .  This  may n o t  have f i x e d  w e l l  i n  your mind--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  it d o e s n ' t  s t i c k  i n  
my mind because t h a t  was about t h e  t ime I guess I was depar t ing .  
I do remember, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I do remember t h a t  they  were 
t a k i n g  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o u t ,  and they  were going t o  give t h e  
d i v i s i o n  a rea  opera t ing  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  which would support  
t h e  p a c i f i c a t i o n  plan more s o  than  they had i n  t h e  p a s t .  

Q You ev iden t ly  were f a m i l i a r  with this opera t ion
i n t o  t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  degree of a t  l e a s t  working with Colonel 
TOAN t o  have an expansion of t h e  A0 - t o  inc lude  t h i s  Son My 
a rea .  

A. The new plan? 

Q Y e s .  

A. Well, we intended t o  t ake  t h i s  back as  soon a s  
we go t  s e t t l e d  down from t h e  a f t e r - e f f e c t s  of t h e  Tet  oper-
a t i o n s .  

Q When d id  t h i s  opera t ion  f i r s t  come t o  your 
a t t e n t i o n ?  

A. The one in--

Q ( In te rpos ing)  The opera t ion  i t s e l f .  Not t h e  AO, 
b u t  t h e  opera t ion .  

A - . Yes, s i r .  I suppose e i t h e r  t h e  morning of t h e  
day it happened o r  t h e  day before .  I was knowledgeable of 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Task Force Barker was p u t t i n g  an opera t ion  i n t o  
t h e  P i n k v i l l e  a r e a  before  they went i n .  I was knowledgeable 
s f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they were i n  t h e r e  and i n  t h e  next--I  had a 
r e g u l a r  b r i e f i n g  every morning, a s  a l l  t a c t i c a l  commanders do. 
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I n  my 7:30 b r i e f i n g  t h e  next  morning, I b e l i e v e  it was then 
anyhow, I go t  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h i s  had been a  s u c c e s s f u l  oper-
a t i o n ,  what t h e  body count had been a s  it was repor ted  o f f i -
c i a l l y .  And t h a t  was r e a l l y  about t h e  l i m i t  of it. I t h i n k  
I saw General KOSTER e i t h e r  t h e  next  day o r  the day a f t e r  and 
I s a i d ,  "I heard you had a good opera t ion  i n  t h e  P i n k v i l l e , "  
and he s a i d ,  " Y e s ,  it appears t h a t  way. I' 

Q Was t h e r e  any d iscuss ion  concerning c i v i l i a n s  
being k i l l e d ?  

A. I heard abso lu te ly  no--well, I d o n ' t  remember 
hear ing  any d i scuss ion  of t h a t .  I f  t h e r e  was, it was of n o t  
enough s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  s t a y  with me. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  about t h i s  t ime,  t h e  15 th  o r  t h e  
1 6 t h ,  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON had j u s t  taken over  t h e  command 
of t h e  11th  Brigade. 

A. I remember he took over  i n  t h i s  frame. General 
LIPSCOMB--I went t o  h i s  fa rewel l  parade and t h e  change of 
command ceremony. 

Q Well, t h a t  was on t h e  15th .  Do you r e c a l l  a f t e r  
t h a t  t h a t  Colonel HENDERSON made a cour tesy  c a l l  on t h e  d i v i -
s i o n  commander and t a l k e d  over t h i s  opera t ion?  

A. I r e c a l l  h i s  coming over  and making a cour tesy  
c a l l .  A11 the br igade  commanders i n  t h e  division--commanders 
of t h e  U.S. t roops  made a p r a c t i c e  of t h i s .  But I ' m  n o t  su re  
j u s t  exac t ly  what was s a i d  a t  t h e  cour tesy  c a l l .  

Q Well, we have knowledge t h a t  about noon on t h e  
16 th  he d i d  c a l l  on t h e  province c h i e f ,  whether o r  n o t  a t  
t h e  same time he c a l l e d  on Colonel TOAH i s  unknown. But t h e  
i n d i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  he d i d  advise  Colonel K H I E N  and t h e  s e n i o r  
adv i so r  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  opera t ion  had been i n i t i a t e d .  

A. Well, y e s ,  I knew it was i n i t i a t e d  t o o ,  bu t  I 
d o n ' t  know whether it w a s  HENDERSON who t o l d  me o r  n o t .  

Q. What were t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between Colonel 
HENDERSON and C o l ~ n e lTOAN? Were they of a good o rde r?  

A. Well, I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  s a y ,  General ,  because I was 
t h e r e  only 2 weeks a f t e r  HENDERSON took over ,  and I d o n ' t  
r e c a l l  any bad r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  I mention t h e  i n c i d e n t  where 
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. A. Yes ,, he was m17 primary con tac t  with t h e  advisory 
end of t h e  province because I didn" have any r e a l  responsi-
b i l i t y .  I had an i n t e r e s t ,  personal  i n t e r e s t ,  b u t  o f f i c i a l  
i n t e r e s t ,  I d i d n P t  have any r e a l  o f f i c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
governmental s i d e  of t h e  province o r  t h e  A I D  s i d e  e i t h e r ,  
w i th  which M r .  MAY concerned h imsel f .  

MR MACCRATE: Colonel ULSAKER, could you r e c a l l  t h e  name of 
your G 2  adv i so r  a t  t h a t  time? Do you have any memorandum a t  
home t h a t  might give your o ld  o rgan iza t ion  c h a r t ?  

A. I could probably f i n d  ou t  who he was e a s i l y  enough. 
I ' l l  r e c a l l  i t  t h e  minute I walk ou t  t h e  door. I r e a l l y  had 
t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  ones. I had one when I f i r s t  came t h e r e ,  and 
of course he l e f t  no t  long a f t e r  I got  t h e r e .  The second one, 
I remember h i s  face  very w e l l ,  and he go t  wounded by a mortar 
fragment i n  August and I l o s t  him. And then  I had a t h i r d  
one when t h i s - -

Q e  (Interpssing) We're i n t e r e s t e d  iz your t h i r d  one. 

A. Yes, you'd be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  one t h a t  was there--

Q- ( In te rpos ing)  And we 're beginning t o  wonder whether 
he continued a f t e r  your depar tu re .  

A .  Yes, he would have been t h e r e  a f t e r  I l e f t .  

Q Our information i s  t h a t  Colonel Dean HUTTER was 
your successor .  

A .  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  He showed up t h e r e  about t h e  28th 
o r  s o  of  March, roughly,  I d o n ' t  remember. We had about a 
4 o r  5 day over lap .  Dean HUTTER, yeah. 

Q So t h a t  it was dur ing  t h i s  per iod  that. you were 
acquain t ing  him with t h e  s p e c i a l  problems of t h e  a d v i s o r ' s  
p o s t  t h e r e  and--

A .  ( In te rpos ing)  W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  s i g h t .  Actual ly  whi le  
he was t h e r e ,  I was spending a good b i t  of my time with him, 
t a l k i n g  t h i n g s  over ,  probably no t  a s  much time with TOAN a s  
I was accustomed t o .  

0 B u t  t h i s  was t h e  in t roduc to ry  pe r iod  f o r  him t o  
Colonel TOAN a s  w e l l  a s  t o  t h e  job. 
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A. I had a deputy ,  a L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel  S t u a r t  
CROMWELL. H e  w a s  t h e r e .  H e  knew what w a s  going on i n  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n a l  s i d e ,  b u t  he  mostly supe rv i sed  t h e  running  o f  
t h e  two i n s t a l l a t i o n s  I was r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r - - admin i s t r a t i on  
team, g e t  t h e  paperwork going and t h i s  k i n d  of  t h i n g  wh i l e  
I was spending most of my t i m e  w i t h  TOAN. 

Q .  Would h e  have b r idged  . t h i s  p e r i o d ?  

A. He was--r ight .  He s t a y e d  on a f t e r  I l e f t ,  s o  h e  
became Colonel  HUTTER's deputy.  

MR MACCRATE: T h a t ' s  a l l  I have. 

10: Well,  we've a l r e a d y  taken  q u i t e  a b i t  o f  your  
t ime .  Do you have anyth ing  else t h a t  you might t h i n k  of t h a t  
would add t o  t h e  purpose of  ou r  i n q u i r y ?  

A.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  General .  

10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  r e c e s s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

(The h e a r i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  1 0 1 4  h o u r s ,  14 January  19 70.  ) 
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

WITNESS: RAGSDALE, Robert  W. SSG 

DATE OF TESTIMONY : 4 January 1970 

PLACE OF TESTIMONY: Pentagon 

WITNESS SUSPECTED OF: N/A 

COUNSEL : None 

DUTY ASSIGNMENT ON 16 MARCH 1968: P la toon  Se rgean t ,  2d 
P l a toon ,  C Company, 37th S i g n a l  B a t t a l i o n .  B e c a m e  P la toon  
Se rgean t ,  1st P la toon ,  C Company, 37th S i g n a l  B a t t a l i o n  t h e  
Xirst p a r t  o f  A p r i l  1968. 

INFORMATION ABOUT MY LAI .  

Thc w i t n e s s  heard ncthing c a n c e m i ~ gt h e  ?14' L s i  
o p e r a t i o n  (pg.  5 ) .  H e  knew no th ing  about  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
r ega rd ing  it (pg. 6 ) .  He w a s  never  cau t ioned  t o  be  q u i e t  
about  it and knew o f  no one else who w a s  (pg. 6 ) .  H e  d i d  
n o t  p rov ide  communications s u p p o r t  t o  anyone w i t h i n  t i m e  
p rox imi ty  t o  t h e  My Lai  o p e r a t i o n  (pgs .  7 ,  8)  . 
2 .  ACQUAINTANCE WITH INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED I N  THE MY LA1 
INVESTIGATION. 

H e  was on ly  f a i n t l y  f a m i l i a r  w i th  Task Force  Barker ,  
and w a s  n o t  s u r e  i f  he  knew S t a f f  Se rgean t  WARREN of  t h e  
MP's o r  Robert  RAMSDALE of t h e  Province I n t e r r o g a t i o n  
Cente r  (pgs .  5 ,  6)  . H e  knew M r .  MAY, b u t  on ly  because he 
i n s t a l l e d  te lephones  a t  MAY'S house (pg.  5 ) .  H e  knew 
L ieu tenan t  Colonel  G U I N N ,  b u t  on ly  from s e e i n g  him a t  t h e  
compound (pg.  6 )  . He d i d  n o t  know a M r .  NEAL (pg. 6 )  . 
H e  d i d  know Colonel  HUTTER (pg.  7 ) .  
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(The h e a r i n g  reconvened a t  1300 h o u r s ,  4 January 

1970 ,) 


10: The h e a r i n g  w i l l  come t o  o r d e r .  

RCDR : The  fo l lowing  persons  a r e  p r e s e n t :  LTG PEERS, 
MR MACCRATE, and CDR DAVIS. 

The n e x t  w i t n e s s  is  S t a f f  S e r g e a n t  Rober t  W. 
RAGSDUE. 

(SSG RAGSDALE was c a l l e d  a s  a  w i t n e s s ,  was 
sworn, and t e s t i f i e d  as fo l lows  :I 

RCDR : Would you s t a t e  your  name, r a n k ,  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  
number, b ranch  of  s e r v i c e ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and d u t y  s t a t i o n ?  

A. S t a f f  Se rqean t  Robert  W. RAGSDALE, S o c i a l  
Securk t y  number, Army. C Company: 3 7 t h.,: 

S i g n a l  B a t t a l i o n .  A t  n i g h t  I work as c l u b  manager a t  
the C Company NCO S i g n a l  Club. 

RCDR : And your  duty  s t a t i o n ?  

A s  C h n  T,;rJ, R e p u b l i c  of Vietnam. 

I0 : Sergean t  RAGSDALE , be£ o r e  w e  s t a r t  any ques t ion-  
i n g ,  I ' 11 inform you .of  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  concern-ing t h e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  This i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  j o i n t l y  
by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  A m y  and Chief o f  S t a f f  of  t h e  Uni ted  
S t a t e s  Army, Genera l  WESTMORELAND f o r  t h e  purpose o f  d e t e r -  
mining t h e  f a c t s  and making f i n d i n g s  and recommendations con-
c e r n i n g  two m a t t e r s  : 

(1) t h e  adequacy of p r i o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
i n q u i r i e s  i n t o ,  and t h e  subsequent  rev iews  and r e p o r t s  
w i t h i n  t h e  cha in  of command, o f  what is now commonly re -  
f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  My La i  i n c i d e n t  o f  16 March 1 9 6 8 ,  and 

( 2 )  p o s s i b l e  suppres s ion  o r  w i thho ld ing  of 
i n fo rma t ion  by any person who had a du ty  t o  r e p o r t  and 
t o  f u r n i s h  in fo rma t ion  concerning t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  It i s  
d i r e c t e d  a t  t h o s e  two m a t t e r s .  

A. Y e s ,  s i r .  
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Q e  Our tnvest2gatkon 2s n o t  being conducted 
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  of  t h e  f a c t s  and circumstances as t o  
what happened a t  My Lai on t h e  1 6 t h  of March. It  is 
d i r e c t e d  a t  those  two s p e c i f i c  purposes I have j u s t  
mentioned. Do you have any ques t ions  concerning those  
two mat t e r s?  

A. No, sir.  

Q I have had made a v a i l a b l e  t o  me and have re-
viewed p r i o r  s ta tements  obta ined  i n  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  i n v e s t i -
ga t ions  of t h e  My Lai  i n c i d e n t .  To t h e  best of my 
knowledge, you have never been quest ioned i n  t h i s  i n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  be£ore .  

A. No, s ir ,  I haven ' t .  

Q. Your testimony today w i l l  be taken under oath.  
A verbatim t r a n s c r i p t  w i l l  be prepared.  A t a p e  record-
i n g  i s  a l s o  be ing  made i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  verbat im notes  
which a r e  being taken by t h e  r e p o r t e r .  

The genera l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  w i l l  
be c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  b u t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  testimony 
o r  a t  l e a s t  p a r t s  of i t  may l a t e r  become a m a t t e r  of  
pub l i c  knowledge. Aside from myself ,  I have on my r i g h t ,  
M r .  MACCRATE. M r .  MACCRATE i s  a c i v i l i a n  lawyer who has 
v o l u n t e e r e d  his service to the Secretary of t h e  Amy to 
a s s i s t  me and a l s o  t o  s e r v e  as  a l e g a l  counsel  t o  me. 
This morning, he may a l s o  address  some ques t ions  t o  you. 
You a re  ordered n o t  t o  d i scuss  your testimony i n  t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  with o t h e r s ,  inc lud ing  o t h e r  wi tnesses  
of t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  except  i n  t h e  performance of 
o f f i c i a l  duty o r  a s  you may be requ i red  t o  do s o  be fo re  
a competent j u d i c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
body. 

Have you been c i t e d  o r  made s u b j e c t  t o  the 
o rde r  of t h e  military judge i n  t h e  cour t -mar t ia l  case  
i n  United S t a t e s  v .  Calley? 

A. NO,  sir.  
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Q. I n  t h e  event  t h i s  eve r  comes about,  your 
testimony here  would i n  no way change t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  
of t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  order .  Do I make my po in t  c l e a r  
on t h a t ?  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you have any quest ions  concerning what I 
have t o l d  you a t  t h i s  time? 

A. No, sir. 

RCDR : Sergeant RAGSDALE, we  have no reason t o  suspect  
you of anything. I n  t h e  event something develops during 
the  course of t h e  quest ioning t h a t  could lead  us t o  sus-
pec t  you of some o f f ense ,  I w i l l  i n t e r r u p t  t h e  proceed- 
ings  and advise  you of your r i g h t s  a t  t h a t  time. I n  
t h e  meantime, you have an o b l i g a t i o n  t o  answer t hese  
quest ions .  

A. Y e s ,  s ir .  

I0: Sergeant RAGSDALE, what w a s  your duty assign- 
ment on 16 March 1968? 

A. The b e s t  I can remember, sir, I was pla toon 
se rgeant  down i n  Tam Ky, 2d Platoon,  C Company, 37th Sig- 
n a l  Ba t ta l ion .  

Q. You were i n  t h e  37th S igna l  Ba t t a l i on  a t  t h a t  
time? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That ' s  almost 2 years  ago now. 

A. Y e s ,  s ir ,  t h a t  w a s  16 March 1968. I was e i t h e r  
p la toon se rgeant  of C Company, 37th S igna l ,  o r  I had j u s t  
moved t o  Quang Ngai: ' I  don ' t  remember exac t ly  bu t  I ' m  
p r e t t y  s u r e  it w a s  i n  Tam Ky. 

Q *  How long d id  you s t a y  i n  Tam Ky and when d i d  
you move t o  Quang Ngai? 
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A. 1 moved t o  Quang Ngai i n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of Apr i l  
sir. I was i n  Tarn Ky f o r  approximately 20 days. 

What w a s  your duty i n  Quang Ngai? 

A .  Pla toon s e r g e a n t ,  sir, 1st Platoon,  C Company, 
37th S i g n a l ,  

Q. Were you i n  any way assigned t o  t h e  CORDS or-
gan iza t ion  t h e r e ?  

A. No, sir. 

Q You were n o t  assigned t o  t h e  advisory group 
a t  province? 

A. W e  were TDY, sir.  T h a t ' s  s t r i c t l y  suppor t .  

Q 0 But you d i d  provide suppor t  t o  them? 

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q Where d i d  you l i v e  t h e r e ,  Sergeant  RAGSDALE? 

The Cramer Compound, sir. 

Q 0 Tha t ' s  t h e  one over  i n  t h e  2d ARVN Divis ion  
a r e a ?  

A. Right,  sir.  

Q And how long d i d  you s t a y  i n  t h a t  capac i ty
working with province t h e r e ?  

A. T s t ayed  t h e r e  u n t i l  May 1968, May 2d, sir. 
The f i r s t  of June 1968, I took a 30-day l eave  t o  t h e  
s t a t e s  and came back i n  August. I was t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  
f i r s t  p a r t  of  October then  I went t o  Duc Pho a s  
p la toon s e r g e a n t  i n  Del ta  Company, 43d S igna l .  

Q E  Yes, And d i d  you have any previous assignment
back i n  t h e  Quang Ngai Ci ty  a r e a  wi th  t h e  advisory group 
t h e r e ?  
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A. N o ,  s i r .  

Q. I n  your c a p a c i t i e s  a t  Tam Ky and working i n  
t h e  headquar te rs  of t h e  advisory group, d i d  you h e a r  any-
t h i n g  of t h e  Task Force Barker o p e r a t i o n  i n t o  Son My V i l -
l a g e  on t h e  16 th  of March? 

A. S i r ,  t h e  b e s t  I can remember, I d id  no t .  

Q. Were you f a m i l i a r  w i th  Task Force Barker? 

A. F a i n t l y ,  sir. 

8. Did you know a Sergeant  WARREN of  t h e  MPfs? 

A. Sergeant  WARREN? I t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  s i r ,  b u t  I 
c o u l d n ' t  s ay  f o r  s u r e .  

a. Yes, h i s  name i s  S t a f f  Sergeant  Lones Ray WARREN. 

A. A s  I say ,  s i r ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  
say  f o r  s u r e  because I d o n ' t  remember. 

Q - I n  your s i g n a l  c a p a c i t y  d i d  you have much t o  
do w i t h  M r .  MAY or--

A. ( In t e rpos ing)  That i s  a t  Quang Ngai? 

Q. Y e s .  

A.  J u s t  t o  l a y  te lephone  l i n e s  t o  h i s  house and 
keep te lephone  l i n e s  i n s t a l l e d ,  t h a t  i s  about it, s i r .  

Q What about Colonel GUINN? 

A. I d i d n ' t  have much t o  do wi th  him a t  a l l ,  s ir .  
I mostly worked f o r  Colonel HUTTER and L ieu tenan t  Colonel--
t h e  deputy t h e r e  i n  Quang Ngai. 

Q- W e l l ,  t h e  deputy a t  t h a t  t i m e  was Colonel G U I N N .  
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That &s r i g h t .  Colonel G U I N N ,  sir. 

Q What r e l a t i o n s h i p  d i d  you have wi th  him, 
Sergeant  RAGSDALE? 

A. W e l l ,  sir, I have seen him down a t  t h e  com-
pound, t h a t  was about it. 

Q. Did you e v e r  know an i n d i v i d u a l  by t h e  name 
of Robert RAMSDELL? 

A. ' I d o n ' t  know, sir. The name sounds f a m i l i a r  
b u t  I c o u l d n ' t  say f o r  sure. 

Q H e  probably worked i n  the a r e a  of t h e  Province 
I n t e r r o g a t i o n  Center. 

A. W e l l ,  i f  he was an NCO, s i r ,  and he was i n  
t h e  a r e a ,  I probably knew him because you know a l l  t h e  
N C O ' s ,  maybe j u s t  t o  speak t o  them and say  good morn-
i n g  t o ,  b u t  you s t i l l  knew t h e i r  f a c e s .  

Q Did you ever  run ac ross  a "Mr. Ne i l l ?"  

A .  Not t h a t  I know o f ,  no, sir. 

Q - While you were i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  du ty ,  d i d  
you e v e r  h e a r  t h a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of any k ind  w a s  go-
i n g  on w i t h i n  t h e  ARVN o r  wi th in  t h e  U.S. s i d e  concern-
i n g  what may have happened i n  t h e  a r e a  of My Lai Hamlet 
o r  Son My Vi l l age  a r i s i n g  o u t  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  of 1 6  March? 

A .  N o ,  sir, I d i d  not .  

Q idy you e v e r  h e a r  o r  were you e v e r  caut ioned 
t o  keep q u i e t  about anything you may have known about 
anything such as  t h a t ?  

A .  Noi sir. 

MR MACCRATE: Sergeant  RAGSDALE, i n  suppor t ing  t h e  s e c t o r ,  
wi th  whom d i d  you work i n  t h e  s e c t o r ?  Do you r e c a l l  any 
of the  i n d i v i d u a l s ?  
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A. Well, i n  Tam Xy, no, s i r ,  I d o n ' t .  I n  Quang 
Ngai, I worked wi th  Sergeant LEWIS. H e  works over  i n  
t h e  TOC. I got  t h e r e  j u s t  before  Colonel GUINN l e f t  and 
then  I worked o u t  t h e r e  with a Colonel HUTTER. He l e t  
me know what he wanted and t h a t ' s  what I gave him. That 
was it. 

10: When d i d  Colonel HUTTER a r r i v e ?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A. ~ o tf o r  s u r e ,  no, sir.  

MR MACCRATE: Did you provide any support  f o r  t h e  s e c t o r  
on any opera t ions?  

A. Only one opera t ion ,  s i r ,  and t h a t  was q u i t e  a 
whi le  l a t e r .  I t  was when they l a i d  te lephone l i n e s  across  
the r i v e r  t o  a replacement camp--when they  replaced  a 
l o t  of people and b u i l t  a camp across  t h e  r i v e r .  We l a i d  
te lephone l i n e s  across t h e  river, That was 3.11., 

Q When was t h a t ?  

A. That was t h i s  y e a r ,  sir. 

A. y e s ,  sir. 

I0 : Did you l a y  on some r a d i o  communication sup-
p o r t  f o r  t h e  advisory element which may have accompanied 
an ARVN operation-.-. 

A. ( In terpos ing)  I furn ished  a r a d i o ,  s i r .  That 
was down i n  Tam Ky. A t  Quang Ngai , no,  s i r .  I didn 't fu r -
n i s h  rad ios  except  sometimes they would run o u t  of r ad ios  
of t h e i r  own. I ' d  g e t  hold of some r a d i o s  s o  they could 
use them. I d i d  n o t  fu rn i sh  them any r a d i o  o p e r a t o r .  

Q .  I f  t h e  advisory element went o u t  of an opera-
t i o n  accompanying t h e  province c h i e f ,  Colonel K H I E N ,  who 
would they con tac t?  
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A .  They would con tac t  M r .  BROWNFALL o r  se rgean t  
f i r s t  class--they had t h e i r  s i g n a l  advisors .  

Q W e l l ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  U.S. advisory ele-
ment running t h e i r  own communication back t o  the TOC. 

A. Then they  would con tac t  t h e  TOC and Colonel 
HUTTER o r  whoever w a s  t h e r e  opera t ing  t h e  TOC. W e  d i d  
n o t  opera te  t h e  TOC. 

Q That w a s  run by t h e  ARVN? 

A. That w a s  run by t h e  MACV advisory team, sir. 

Q Was i t  a j o i n t  TOC, j o i n t  between U.S. and V i e t -
namese? 

A. No, sir.  A s  f a r  as I can remember t h e r e  w a s  
no Vietnamese working a t  t h e  TOC. 

Q I take  i t  then  t h a t  i n  t h e  U.S. TOC t h a t  
they  were i n  con tac t  wi th  each of t h e  d i s t r i c t s ?  

A. Yes, s i r ,  and each of t h e  teams t h a t  was out .  

Q What kind of r a d i o  d id  they  use f o r  t h a t ?  

A. They used t o  be c a l l e d  a PRC-25. Now they  a r e  
modified and they under another  name. I don' t know what 
they a r e ,  sir, 

Q. PRC-?7? 

Q . But you d i d n ' t  work i n  that genera l  a rea?  

A. N o ,  s i r ,  I d i d  n o t  and none of my men d id .  

Q o -Who were t h e  opera t ion  se rgean t s?  
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A. Sergeant  LEWTS was one and I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  
t h i n k  of t h i s  o t h e r  s e r g e a n t ' s  name. H e  was an E-8--
someone else, sir ,  I .can't r e c a l l  h i s  name. I know 
him w e l l  b u t  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of h i s  name. 

Q W e l l ,  i f  you can' r e c a l l  h i s  name, you might 
pass  t h a t  on t o  us s o  we can inc lude  i t  w i t h i n  t h e  record.  

Do you know anything a t  a l l  about t h i s  opera-
t i o n  o r  a c t i v i t y ,  Sergeant  RAGSDALE, t h a t  you would l i k e  
t o  make a v a i l a b l e ?  

A. NO, sir. 

Q W e l l ,  I recognize t h a t  you were p r e t t y  w e l l  
on t h e  f r i n g e s  of t h i s  whole opera t ion .  I f  you do by 
chance r e c a l l  anything t h a t  might have been connected 
with i t ,  please  l e t  us know. 

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

(The hear ing  recessed  a t  1330 hours ,  4 January 
1 970.5 
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